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“In this life the Christian cannot claim

perfection of the flesh, but it is his privi-
lege to experience perfection of the soul. ..
Our dependence is not in what man can
do; it is what God can do for man through
Christ . . .. Thank God we are not dealing
with impossibilities. We may claim sancti-
fication, We may enjoy the favor of God.
We are not to be anxious about what
Christ and God think of us, but about
what God thinks of Christ, our substi-
tute.”

E.G.W. G. C. Bulletin
April 23, 1901

The Present Truth as It Is in
Jesus

TrutH Is REVEALED

“At that time Jesus answered and said, I thank
thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, be-
cause thou hast hid these things from the wise
and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes.
Even so, Father: for so it seemed good in thy
sight. All things are delivered unto me of my
Father: and no man knoweth the Son, but the
Father; neither knoweth any man the Father,
save the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son
will reveal him.” (Matthew 11:25-27).

“. .. Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither
have entered into the heart of man, the things
which God hath prepared for them that love
him. But God hath revealed them unto us by his
Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea,
the deep things of God. For what man knoweth
the things of a man, save the spirit of man
which is in him? even so the things of God
knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God. Now
we have received, not the spirit of the world,
but the spirit which is of God; that we might
know the things that are freely given to us of
God.” (1 Corinthians 2: 9-12).
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“And Jesus answered and said unto him,
Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-jona : for flesh and
blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my
Father which is in heaven.” (Matthew 16:17).
The most humbling thing that the proud human
mind must acknowledge is that it cannot dis-
cover the truth, The fleshly brain cells are
utterly incapable of finding it. If a man has
the truth, understands the truth, and is in the
truth, that same man will know as the most
certain thing in his life that he cannot take any
credit for it. Truth is revealed from heaven,
not discovered on earth. Truth is the property
of God. In His infinite love and mercy, He
permits men to behold the truth. Only that
which comes from God will lead to God.

JEsus 1s THE TRUTH

“Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, and the
truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the
Father, but by me.” (John 14:6).

God revealed truth to this world by giving us
a perfect expression of it. “And the Word was
made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we be-
held his glory, the glory as of the only be-
gotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.”
(John 1:14). In Him is hid not some of the
truth, not most of the truth, but truth in its
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infinite entirety, “all the treasures of wisdom
and knowledge.” (Colossians 2:3). “In the be-
ginning was the Word, and the Word was
with God, and the Word was God. The same
was in the beginning with God. All things
were made by him; and without him was not
any thing made that was made. In Him was
life; and the life was the light of men. And the
light shineth in darkness; and the darkness
comprehended it not.” (John 1:1-5). The truth
as it is in Jesus is no guess work. It is an ab-
solute certainty. He is a solid rock.

Jesus 1s THE REVELATION OF GoOD

“. .. It is in Him that God gives a full and
complete expression of Himself . . .’ (Colos-
sians 2:9 Phillips.)

This is so because Christ is divine. He is God the
Son. All that we may know about the Father
is revealed in Jesus Christ. The Saviour ad-
dresses the Father, saying: “I have manifested
thy name.” (John 17:6),~—“merciful and gra-
cious, longsuffering, and abundant in goodness
and truth” (Exodus 34:6).

There is no knowledge of God outside of Jesus.
Those who would know God must know Christ,
otherwise they stumble in the darkness of phil-
osophy and vain deceit. And the only way to
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know Him who is the WORD, is to receive
what is written under the inspiration of the
Holy Spirit and by the illumination of the
Spirit. “The very first thing that medical mis-
sionaries need to do is to gain a right concep-
tion of God, not a conception based on their
own human judgment, but a conception based
on a constant study of God’s word and of the
character and life of Christ.”—Medical Min-
istry, p. 91.

Jesus 1s the REVELATION OF
WaAT MaN May Be 1v Gop

“As the living Father hath sent me, and I live
by the Father: so he that eateth me, even he
shall live by me.” (John 6:57). “Verily, verily,
I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the
works that I do shall he do also; . . .” (John
14:12). “For even hereunto were ye called:
because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us
an example, that ye should follow his steps:
who did no sin, neither was guile found in his
mouth:” (1 Peter 2:21, 22).

Jesus on earth was not only the Son of God;
He was the Son of man. He was human as well
as divine. On His divine side He was the Son
of God; on His human side He was the Seed
of the Woman, the Son of David and the Child
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of Mary. “Forasmuch then as the children are
partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself
likewise took part of the same; that through
death he might destroy him that had the power
of death, that is, the devil: . . . Wherefore in
all things it behooved him to be made like unto
his brethren, that he might be a merciful and
faithful high priest in things pertaining to God,
to make reconciliation for the sins of the peo-
ple.” (Hebrews 2:14, 17).

This humanity of Jesus did no sin, neither was
there guile found in His mouth. “We should
have no misgivings in regard to the perfect
sinlessness of the human nature of Christ.”
S.D.A. Bible Commentary, Vol. 5, p. 1131, As
surely as He was the Seed of Abraham, we may
know that His humanity was not inherently
righteous. Why then was it that none could
convince Him of sin?

“, .. the Father is in me, and I in him” (John
10:38). “Believest thou not that I am in the
Father, and the Father in me? the words that
I speak unto you I speak not of myself: but
the Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth the
works. Believe me that I am in the Father, and
the Father in me” (John 14:10, 11). “I can of
mine own self do nothing: as I hear, I judge:
and my judgment is just; because I seek not

9



mine own will, but the will of the Father which
hath sent me. If I bear witness of myself, my
witness is not true.” (John 5:30, 31). “Jesus
answered them, and said, My doctrine is not
mine, but his that sent me, If any man will do
his will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether
it be of God, or whether I speak of myself. He
that speaketh of himself seeketh his own glory:
but he that seeketh his glory that sent him, the
same is true, and no unrighteousness is in him.”

(John 7:16-18). “. . . the living Father hath
sent me, and I live by the Father . . .” (John
6:57).

The humanity of Christ was sinless because
that human nature dwelt in God. The man
Christ Jesus did no sin because He did nothing
of Himself, for Himself, or by Himself. The
humanity of Christ was hid in God, and from
God it was filled with grace and truth. Jesus
lived by faith in His Father. The man Christ
Jesus was righteous by faith.

As the Son of God, Jesus is the complete revela-
tion of the Father. As the Son of man, His
earthly life is the revelation of all that human
nature may be in God, in this life. Upon this
premise the awakening message stands or falls.
But we declare that the gates of hell shall not
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prevail against it. It is as sure as heaven and
as steadfast as God’s throne,

We repeat it again:

Jesus is the truth. He is the truth of God. He
is the truth about man. He is the revelation of
the Father. He is the revelation of what human
nature may be in God, in this life.

This is not guess work. It is no elaborate de-
duction. It is a revealed truth, stated by the
words of Inspiration in language that permits
no ambiguity :

“And the grace that He received is for us.”—
Desire of Ages, p. 73.

“His experience is to be ours.”—Ibid. p. 363.
“. .. He came as a helpless babe, bearing the
humanity we bear. ‘As the children are par-
takers of flesh and blood, he also himself like-
wise took part of the same.” He could not come
in the form of an angel; for unless He met
man as man, and testified by His connection
with God that divine power was not given to
Him in a different way to what it will be given
to us, He could not be a perfect example for
us. He came in humility, in order that the
humblest being upon the face of the earth could
have no excuse because of his poverty, or ig-
norance, and say, Because of these things, I
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cannot obey the law of Jehovah.”—S.D.A4. Bible
Commentary, Vol. 7, p. 925.

“His perfect humanity is that which all His
followers may possess, if they will be in sub-
jection to God as He was.”—Desire of Ages,
p. 664.

“Christ’s overcoming and obedience is that of
a true human being.” — S.D.4. Bible Com-
mentary, Vol. 7, p. 929. “His life testifies that
it is possible for us also to obey the law of
God.”—Desire of Ages, p. 24.

“Having taken our fallen nature, He showed
what it might become, by accepting the ample
provision He has made for it, and by becoming
partaker of the divine nature.”—Questions on
Doctrine, p. 657.

We cheerfully admit that there are many
things we do not know about the nature of
Christ. “There is no one who can explain the
mystery of the incarnation of Christ.”—S§.D.4.
Bible Commentary, Vol. 5, p. 1129. We freely
confess that there are many things we do not
know about the nature of man. “Human beings
cannot explain themselves . . .”—Medical Min-
istry, p. 92. But this we do know: Jesus is the
revelation of God and of what man may be in
God. Much is lost when truth is subjected to the
folly of human judgment. Most is lost when
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human beings get entangled in the details of
the human nature of Christ. All is lost when
we spend all our time trying to explain truth
instead of beholding the truth as it is in Jesus.
“Human science is too limited to comprehend
the atonement. The plan of redemption is so
far-reaching that philosophy cannot explain it.
It will ever remain a mystery that the most pro-
found reasoning cannot fathom. The science of
salvation cannot be explained; but it can be
known by experience.”—Desire of Ages, pp.
494, 495. “Not through controversy and dis-
cussion is the soul enlightened. We must look
and live.”—Ibid. p. 175.

“If you would understand it, you must cease
haggling over your pet ideas, and with humble
hearts survey the atonement.”—Selected Mes-
sages, Vol. 1., p. 343.

“The truth as it is in Jesus can be experienced,
but never explained. Its height and breadth and
depth pass our knowledge.”—Christ’s Object
Lessons, p. 129. Jesus closed every avenue to
the tree of knowledge. He offered men wisdom
from the tree of life. He never tried to prove
that truth was truth, He expressed it. With
humble hearts we may look to Jesus. Looking
to His divinity we may behold God in the
ragged garb of man; looking to His humanity
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we may behold man in the righteous garb of
God.

Tae TrurH oF THE THIRD ANGEL’S MESSAGE

The message of the third angel of Revelation
14 is the last message to men before Christ
comes “the second time without [not to deal
with] sin unto salvation.” (Hebrews 9:28).
All sin must be dealt with before He comes.
This is as certain as the sure word of Prophecy:
“And he said unto me, Unto two thousand and
three hundred days; then shall the sanctuary
be cleansed.” (Daniel 8:14). His sanctuary,
along with those who worship therein [by
faith] (Revelation 11:1) is eternally cleansed
before He comes, for Jesus closes His media-
torial work before He comes, as it is written:
“He that is unjust, let him be unjust still: and
he which is filthy, let him be filthy still: and
he that is righteous, let him be righteous still:
and he that is holy, let him be holy still. And
behold, I come quickly ; and my reward is with
me, to give every man according as his work
shall be.” (Revelation 22:11, 12). The period
between the close of Christ’s mediatorial work
and the second advent is the brief period of
the seven last plagues. At this time the saints
must stand in the sight of a holy God without
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a Mediator. The Revelator, looking forward to
this time says: “And the temple was filled
with smoke from the glory of God, and from
his power; and no man was able to enter into
the temple, till the seven plagues of the seven
angels were fulfilled.” (Revelation 15:8). (See
Early Writings, p. 71) Having stood through
such an hour without a Mediator in the sanc-
tuary, the saints must stand before the Son of
God as He comes in power and great glory.

Therefore the humanity of the living saints
must be as the humanity of Jesus—holy,
harmless, and undefiled.” (See Hebrews 7:26;
Great Controversy, p. 636). Seeing those who
were the product of the third angel’s message,
the Revelator declares: “These are they which
were not defiled with women; for they are
virgins. These are they which follow the Lamb
whithersoever he goeth. These were redeemed
from among men, being the firstfruits unto
God, and to the Lamb. And in their mouth was
found no guile: for they are without fault be-
fore the throne of God.” (Revelation 14:4, 5).
The prophet of the Advent movement declares:
“I also saw that many do not realize what they
must be in order to live in the sight of the
Lord without a high priest in the sanctuary
through the time of trouble. Those who re-
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ceive the seal of the living God and are pro-
tected . in the time of trouble must reflect the
image of Jesus fully.”—Early Writings, p. 71
“The transformation of character must take
place before His coming. Our natures must be
pure and holy . . .”"—Our High Calling, p. 278.
“When Christ comes, our characters will not
be changed. These vile bodies will be changed,
and fashioned after the likeness of His glorious
body; but there will not be a moral change
wrought in us then.” Review and Herald, Aug-
ust 7, 1888.

Tuae HuMANITY
Tue HumaniTy oF CHRIST OF THE SEALED SAINTS

No sin, no guile (1 Peter Without fault, no guile
2:22). (Revelation 14:4,5).

Not even by a thought did  Not even by a thought will
He sin. (Great Controversy, they sin. (Great Controversy,
p. 623). p. 623).

“Not for one moment was “We need not retain one
there in Him an evil propen-  sinful propensity.”—(S.D.A.
sity”—(S.D.A. Bible Com- Bible Commentary, Vol. 7,
mentary, Vol. §, p. 1128). p. 943).

Tempted and will overcome.

(Revelation 3:21; Testimon-
ies to Ministers, p. 447).

Tempted and overcame.
(Hebrews 4:15).

Sealed, Spirit without mea-  Sealed, Spirit without mea~

sure, (John 3:34; John 6: sure. (Revelation 7:2; Joel

27). 2:28; Testimonies to Mine
isters, p. 506).

No mediator. (Isaiah 63:3). No Mediator. (Isaiah 59:16,

Rev. 15:8; Great Coniro-
versy, p. 425).
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Well may it be said that such a people will
be “the supplement of His glory.” Isa. 60:1;
Rev. 18:1 Testimonies to Ministers, p. 19.

His TrutH 1N His SANCTUARY

“The third angel closes his message thus:
‘Here is the patience of the saints: here are
they that keep the commandments of God, and
the faith of Jesus.” As he repeated these words,
he pointed to the heavenly sanctuary. The
minds of all who embrace this message are
directed to the most holy place . . ."—Early
Writings, p. 254. Jesus not only lived a sinless
life in His humanity, but He died and ascended
to His sanctuary in heaven so that His people
could enjoy the benefits of His atonement. The
third angel directs us to the sanctuary in
heaven because it is His mediation there that
makes His life available to men.

Now the earthly tabernacle ritual had a daily
and a yearly service. “, . . The priests went
always into the first tabernacle, [holy place]
accomplishing the service of God. But into the
second [the most holy place] went the high
priest alone once every year . . .” (Hebrews
9:6, 7). These services served “. . . unto the
example and shadow of heavenly things . . .”
(Hebrews 8:5). Being only a figure, the apostle
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says that they “could not make him that did
the service perfect, as pertaining to the con-
science” (Hebrews 9:9). “For the law, having
a shadow of good things to come, and not the
very image of the things, can never with those
sacrifices which they offered year by year con-
tinually make the comers thereunto perfect.
For then would they not have ceased to be
offered? because that the worshippers once
purged should have had no more conscience of
sins. But in those sacrifices there is a remem-
brance again made of sins every year. For it
is not possible that the blood of bulls and of
goats should take away sins.” (Hebrews 10:
1-4).

The symbolic ritual could not perfect the con-
science and make the comers thereunto perfect
forever. This is as clear as language can state
it. But the apostle’s whole point in Hebrews is
to show that Christ’s ministry in the true sanc-
tuary can “purge your conscience,” can “make
the comers thereunto perfect,” can perfect the
conscience, and can “perfect forever them that
are sanctified” (Hebrews 9:9, 14; 10: 1-4;
14-18). This is as clear as language can make it.
“The object of Christ’s ministry in His sanctu-
ary is to restore the moral image of God in man.
All that Christ's humanity was on earth, the
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human nature of those who follow Him by fasith
will be. , '

At His ascension Christ entered the “first
apartment” of the heavenly sanctuary. (See
Great Controversy, p. 421) There He carried
forward “the daily”—all that was symbolized
by the daily service of the tabernacle ritual
(Daniel 8:11, 12). The daily service illustrated
the ministry of forgiveness. (See Leviticus
4:31.) So the continual ministry of Christ
in “the daily” of the true tabernacle provides
justification through His blood and a continual
process of sanctification through the cleansing
power of the Holy Spirit.

Yet during Christ’s ministry in the first apart-
ment, the church did not reach that blessed
state of unity and perfection in Christ that re-
mains the goal of His ministry. “He that
descended is the same also that ascended up
far above all heavens, that he might fill all
things. And he gave some, apostles; and some,
prophets; and some, evangelists; and some,
pastors and teachers; for the perfecting of the
edifying of the body of Christ: till we all come
in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge
in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge
of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto
the measure of the stature of the fullness of
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Christ” (Ephesians 4: 10-13). We repeat again:
the church during the ministration of Christ in
“the first apartment” of the heavenly sanctuary,
did not “come in the unity of the faith . . .
unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the
stature of the fulness of Christ.” The reason
for this undeniable fact of history is evident:
Christ had not finished His service in the sanc-
tuary; therefore He had not completed His
work of grace. It requires the whole service of
the sanctuary to make the comers thereunto
perfect. The ministry of forgiveness does not
perfect the conscience and fully restore the
moral image of God in the soul. “The Lord
may and does forgive the repenting sinner; but
though forgiven, the soul is marred.”—Desire
of Ages, p. 302.

“A conscience once violated is greatly weak-
ened . . . Testimonies, Vol. 2, p. 90.

“He may be converted ; he may see the wicked-
ness of his injustice to his fellow-men, and, as
far as possible, make restitution; but the scars
of a wounded conscience will ever remain.”—
S.D.A. Bible Commentary, Vol. 3, p. 1158. “It
is true that some may see their folly and repent.
God may pardon them. But they have wounded
their own souls, and brought upon themselves
a lifelong peril. The power of discernment,
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which ought ever to be kept keen and sensi-
tive to distinguish between right and wrong,
is in a great measure destroyed. They are not
quick to recognize the guiding voice of the
Holy Spirit, or to discern the devices of Satan.
Too often in time of danger they fall under
temptation, and are led away from God.”—
Christ's Object Lessons, p. 55.

We cite these statements from the Spirit of
Prophecy so that there should be no room for
misapprehension. The ministry of forgiveness
is great and precious. It removes guilt, justifies
the believer, and re-creates him anew in the
image of God. But it does not perfect the moral
image of God in the character. It does not
perfect the conscience. Consequently, while
Christ continued His ministry in the first apart-
ment, the development of the sealed and sinless
144,000 did not take place. There was no com-
munity of saints made ready to live in their
mortal state without a Mediator in the sanc-
tuary, no church ready for the coming of the
Son of man.

But at the end of the 2300 days of Daniel 8:14,
Christ entered the final phase of His min-
istration. He entered the most holy place to
cleanse the sanctuary—everything and every-
one in that sanctuary. “And there was given
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me a reed like unto a rod: and the angel
stood, saying, Rise, and measure the temple of
" God, and the altar, and them that worship
therein” (Revelation 11:1).

Some would try to make the cleansing of the
sanctuary to be a cleansing that takes place in
heaven which does not cleanse the worshippers.
But the type shows that the cleansing of the
sanctuary was for the people. “For on that
day shall the priest make an atonement for
you, to cleanse you, that ye may be clean from
all your sins before the Lord.” (Leviticus
16:30). The result of the investigative judg-
ment and final atonement is that the saints are
sealed in their foreheads. (See Revelation 7:2;
14:1) The final atonement (Early Writings, p.
253) means more than a judicial act of eternal
pardon. It seals the saints, making them “etern-
ally secure from the tempter’s devices.”—Testi-
monies, Vol. 5, p. 475.

If we took every reference in the Bible that
refers to Christ’s work of cleansing the sanc-
tuary, we would find that it includes a work
of grace for the saints. The work of Jesus in
the most holy place is most necessary to pre-
pare a people to live without a Mediator in the
sanctuary and to be ready for Christ’s appear-
ing. That this may appear before us in
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straight English, we cite the Spirit of Prophecy:
“But the people [who were waiting with their
sins confessed and forgiven on the 22nd of Oct-
ober, 1844. See also Early Writings, pp. 239,
243] were not yet ready to wmeet their Lord.
There was still a work of preparation to be ac-
complished for them. Light was to be given, di-
recting their minds to the temple of God in
heaven; and as they should by faith follow
their High Priest in His ministration there,
new duties would be revealed. Another message
of warning and instruction was to be given to
the church.

“Says the prophet: ‘Who may abide the day of
His coming? and who shall stand when He
appeareth? for He is like a refiner’s fire, and
like fullers’ soap: and He shall sit as a refiner
and purifier of silver: and He shall purify the
sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and
silver, that they may offer unto the Lord an
offering in righteousness.” Malachi 3 :2, 3. Those
who are living upon the earth when the inter-
cession of Christ shall cease in the sanctuary
above, are to stand in the sight of a holy God,
without a mediator. Their robes must be spot-
less, their characters must be purified from sin
by the blood of sprinkling. Through the grace
of God and their own diligent effort, they must
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be conquerors in the battle with evil. While
the investigative judgment is going forward in
heaven, while the sins of penitent believers are
being removed from the sanctuary, there is to
be a special work of purification, of putting
away of sin, among God’s people upon earth.
This work is more clearly presented in the mes-
sages of Revelation 14.

“When this work shall have been accomplished,
the followers of Christ will be ready for His
appearing.”’—Great Controversy, pp. 424, 425.
So then the messages of Revelation 14, or the
third angel’s message, directs our minds to the
most holy place, for it is here that Christ makes
a people ready for the great day of God.

THE TruTH 0oF THE FINAL ATONEMENT

Let us return to our basic premise—the very
truth as it is in Jesus. As to His divinity, He
is the truth about God. As to His humanity, He
is truth concerning what human nature may be
in this life. The truth of His humanity is as
certain as the truth of His divinity. “Having
taken our fallen nature, He showed what it
might become . . .'—Questions on Doctrine,
p. 657.

But we need the truth of the Sanctuory, for it
is by beholding the work of Jesus in the Sanc-
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tuary that we know how we may appropriate
His life.

One great error is to propose that here and
now, solely by the “daily” mediation of Christ,
our human nature may be as His human na-
ture was on earth. But it takes both phases of
Christ’s mediation to make the “comers there-
unto perfect” forevermore. For instance, let us
compare the humanity of a Christian who has
received the daily ministration of forgiveness,
with the humanity of Jesus on earth. Between
the condition of Christ’s sinless, earthly human-
ity and the condition of a born-again Christian’s
earthly humanity there is an apparent and con-
clusive difference: He “knew no sin” (2 Cor-
inthians 5:21), had no knowledge (experience)
in evil, had no conscience of sin, no backlog of
past failures. Can this be said of the converted
Christian? No! No! Although forgiveness
sprinkles the heart from an evil conscience
{Hebrews 10:22), as we have seen, it does not
perfect the conscience, It does not fully restore
man’s sinless mind. Not until the “conscience
of sin” is blotted out, the knowledge of evil
cleansed, and the conscience perfected, will the
humanity of the saints be fully like the human-
ity of Jesus of Nazareth.

Accordingly Jesus entered the most holy place
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in 1844 “to make a final atonement for all who
could be benefited by His mediation.”—Early
Writings, p. 253. That this final atonement, the
supreme gift of Jesus to His people bestowed
as He stands for them in the judgment, does
accomplish this final and necessary work of
grace is explicitly stated:

“For on that day shall the priest make an atone-
ment for you, to cleanse you, that ye may be
clean from all your sins before the Lord”
(Leviticus 16:30). “In those days, and in that
time, saith the Lord, the iniquity of Israel shalt
be sought for, and there shall be none; and the
sins of Judah, and they shall not be found . . .”
(Jeremiah 50:20). (See Great Controversy, p.
485 for comment).

“As the people of God afflict their souls before
Him, pleading for purity of heart, the com-
mand is given, “Take away the filthy garments’
from them, and the encouraging words are
spoken, ‘Behold, I have caused thine iniquity
to pass from thee, and I will clothe thee with
change of raiment.” The spotless robe of Christ’s
righteousness is placed upon the tried, tempted,
yet faithful children of God. The despised rem-
nant are clothed in glorious apparel, nevermore
to be defiled by the corruptions of the world.
Their names are retained in the Lamb’s hook
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of life, enrolled among the faithful of all ages.
They have resisted the wiles of the deceiver;
they have not been turned from their loyalty by
the dragon’s roar. Now they are eternally secure
from the tempter’s devices. Their sins are
transferred to the originator of sin. And the
remnant are not only pardoned and accepted,
but honored. ‘A fair miter’ is set upon their
heads. They are to be as kings and priests unto
God. While Satan was urging his accusations
and seeking to destroy this company, holy
angels, unseen, were passing to and fro, placing
upon them the seal of the living God.”—T esti-
monies, Vol. 5, p. 475.

“The righteous [in the time of trouble] will
not cease their earnest agonizing cries for de-
liverance. They cannot bring to mind any par-
ticular sins, but in their whole life they can
see but little good. Their sins had gone before-
hand to judgment, and pardon had been writ-
ten. Their sins had been borne away into the
land of forgetfulness, and they could not bring
them to remembrance.”—S piritual Gifts, Vol. 3,
p. 135.% '

“_ .. while they have a deep sense of their un-
worthiness, they will have no concealed wrongs
to reveal. Their sins will have been blotted out
by the atoning blood of Christ, and they cannot
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bring them to remembrance.”—Patriarchs and
Prophets, p. 202.*

“. .. in the final atonement the sins of the truly
penitent are to be blotted from the records of
heaven, no more to be remembered or come
into mind . . ."—Patriarchs and Prophets, p.
358

“But while they have a deep sense of their un-
worthiness, they have no concealed wrongs to
reveal. Their sins have gone beforechand to
judgment, and have been blotted out; and they
cannot bring them to remembrance.”—Great
Controversy, p. 620.*

“Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that
your sins may be blotted out [in the investi-
gative judgment] when the times of refresh-
ing shall come from the presence of the Lord.
Acts 3:19.”—Brackets as in quotation in Great
Controversy, p. 611, 1888 Edition.

“The latter rain, falling near the close of the
season, ripens the grain, and prepares it for the
sickle. . . .

“The ripening of the grain represents the com-
pletion of the work of God’s grace in the soul.
By the power of the Holy Spirit the moral
image of God is to be perfected in the char-
acter, We are to be wholly transformed into
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the likeness of Christ. . . . Unless the early
showers have done their work, the latter rain
can bring no seed to perfection.”—T estimonies
to Ministers, p. 506.

The living saints who receive the benefits of
Christ’s mediation in the most holy place will
“be wholly transformed into the likeness of
Christ.”—Testimontes to Ministers, p. 506, All
that the human nature of Jesus was on earth,
their human nature will be. Flesh and blood in
its degeneration they will be, but their spiritual
nature will be pure and holy. Though still
possessing the vile body, the degenerate human
organism, the weakened physical, mental, and
moral powers, Heaven will have no misgivings
about the sinlessness of the human nature of
the sealed saints. As Jesus could stand before a
holy God without a Mediator, so the saints will
be able to stand without a Mediator in the
sanctuary. They will be like Him.

* “Cannot bring them [sins which have been blotted out]
to remembrance.” This does not mean amnesia to past events.
Let the statements stand for what they say. They say that
the sin cannot be found in the mind again. The sin is the
wrong thought and feeling. Every wrong thought and feel-
ing will be utterly cleansed from the conscience of the
saints. Thus the conscience will be perfected, and the moral
image of God will be restored in the character.
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TaE TRUTH ABOUT PERFECTION

Jesus is the truth about the perfection of the
moral and spiritual image of God in man. Why
was the humanity of Christ without sin? Did
He have a power which is not freely available
to us? No! Did He take human nature as it
was before the fall? No! Was His human na-
ture inherently righteous? No! Jesus’ human-
ity was sinless because He dwelt in the Father.
The humanity of Christ dwelt in God.

... the Father is in me, and I in him” (John
10:38). “Believest thou not that I am in the
Father, and the Father in me? the words that
I speak unto you I speak not of myself: but
the Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth the
works. Believe me that I am in the Father, and
the Father in me: ...” (John 14:10, 11).

... “I live by the Father”.. . (John 6:57).

“I can of mine own self do nothing: as I hear,
I judge: and my judgment is just: because I
seek not mine own will, but the will of the
Father which hath sent me. If I bear witness
of myself, my witness is not true.” (John 5:30,
31). “He that speaketh of himself seeketh his
own glory: but he that seeketh his glory that
sent him, the same is true, and no unrighteous-
ness is in him” (John 7:18).
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Here we may behold the very truth about this
sinless Man, It is not necessary for us to try te
explain it, but it is most necessary that we be-
hold it. The Man Jesus was sinless because His
humanity was hid in God. His humanity de-
pended upon God, trusted in God, rejoiced in
God and rested in the will of God. He did
nothing of Himself. His garment of righteous-
ness was woven in the loom of heaven. In it
was not one thread of human devising. Thus
He perfected the moral image of God in hu-
manity.

Now let us consider the nature of sin. In
heaven, Lucifer proposed that since the angels
were holy, they had no need to depend upon
God to live righteous lives. (See Patriarchs and
Prophets, p. 37.) But this very disposition to
be independent of God was sin itself. When
Lucifer and his angels no longer lived in God,
they were fallen. Instead of speaking God’s
words, Satan can only speak that which comes
from himself. “He . . . abode not in the truth
. . . When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his
own” (John 8:44),

Then God created man. Adam was to live in
God and God was to live in him. As long as
Adam lived in God he was sinless. Satan con-
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vinced Eve that she had life in herself. When
the sinless pair ceased to depend wholly upon
God, they stepped out of dwelling in God. Too
late they found that God was their only life
and righteousness. Now they were fallen, sin-
ful, and naked.

In His incarnation, Jesus laid hold of that es-
tranged nature and brought it back into the
circle of divine perfection. He put humanity
back in God and restored God to the throne of
the human heart. Oh, wonderful redemption
fully and freely wrought out in the world’s Re-
deemer! Christ is the truth. In Him men and
angels may behold the everlasting truth that no
creature is righteous in and of himself, and no
creature is righteous any longer than he abides
in God and maintains a vital connection with
Him.

This being the truth as it is in Jesus, the sealed
saints will not be sinless in and of themselves.
No! No! If they imagined this for one moment
they would commit the original sin. Human
perfection is nothing wmore than dwelling by
faith in, and having entire dependence upor
divine perfection. It is to live as Jesus lived—
IN GOD.

“He that eateth my flesh, and drinketh my
32

blood, dwelleth in me, and I in him.” (John
6:56).

“But whoso keepeth his word, in him verily is
the love of God perfected: hereby know we that
we are in him. He that saith he abideth in him,
ought himself also so to walk, even as he
walked.” (1 John 2:5,6).

“_ .. ye also shall continue in the Son and in
the Father” (1 John 2:24).

“Whosoever abideth in him sinneth not . . .
(1 John 3:6).

“And he that keepeth his commandments
dwelleth in him, and he in him.” (1 John 3:24).
“Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son
of God, God dwelleth in him, and he in God.
And we have known and believed the love that
God hath to us. God is love; and he that dwell-
eth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him.”
(1 John 4:15, 16).

The work of Christ in the most holy place
brings to complete fulfillment Jesus’ inter-
cessory prayer: “That they all may be one; as
thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that
they also may be one in us: that the world may
believe that thou hast sent me. And the glory
which thou gavest me I have given them; that
they may be one, even as we are one: I in
them. and thou in me, that they may be made
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perfect in one; and that the world may know
that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them,
as thou hast loved me” (John 17:21-23). This
union with the Father and the Son brings per-
fection of character.

TrE TruTH oF THE OPEN DooRr

“Behold, I have set before thee an open door,
and no man can shut it . . .” (Revelation 3:8).
The truth of Christ’s humanity gives us access
to enter the sanctuary and receive the benefits
of His mediation. When a man sees in Jesus
what he may be, he then sees what is available
to him in the sanctuary. So the apostle says:

“Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter
into the holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a new
and living way, which he hath consecrated for
us, through the vail, that is to say, his flesh,”
(Hebrews 10:19, 20). His flesh is said to be
the means of access to the sanctuary. No one
knows this better than Satan, He started con-
troversies in the early church about the human
nature of Christ. This great truth was sub-
jected to human reasoning and supposition.
Scholars and theologians took it upon them-
selves to explain the truth. They neglected to
behold the Truth. Finally, in the blindness of
human “wisdom” they postulated that Mary
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was conceived by “immaculate conception.”
They set the humanity of Christ as something
innately distinct from other flesh. He was no
longer the revelation of what man may be in
God. The truth that gives access into the sanc-
tuary was lost. Prophecy was fulfilled. “Yea,
he magnified himself even to the prince of the
host, and by him the daily . . . was taken away,
and the place of his sanctuary was cast down.
And an host was given him against the daily . . .
by reason of transgression, and it cast down the
truth to the ground ; and it practised, and pros-
pered.” (Daniel 8:11, 12).

We are now living in the mighty hour when
the sanctuary is to “be restored to its rightful
state” (Daniel 8:14 R.S.V.). Christ is now in
the most holy place, carrying forward the
antitype of “the yearly” service. The sanctuary
cannot be restored to its rightful place and state
unless we have the truth as it is in Jesus. As
the divine One He is the revelation of God; as
the human One He is the revelation of all that
human nature may be. His humanity is the veil,
the door of access into the holiest of all. When
a believer beholds the sinless humanity of
Jesus, and realizes that “His perfect humanity
is that which all His followers may possess”—
(Desire of Ages, p. 664), he will know that
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there is yet an experience that transcends “the
daily” ministry of forgiveness. He will see
his High Priest within the holy of holies wait-
ing to make a “final atonement” for him at the
judgment bar of God, in order that his human-
ity may be as Jesus’ humanity was upon this
earth. He will therefore steadfastly believe in
an experience of the final blotting out of sins,
perfecting of the conscience, and the sealing of
the perfecting latter rain. We repeat again, the
truth of Christ’s humanity opens unto us this
door of hope, and gives us boldness to present
ourselves in Him to the judgment that this
crowning work of grace may be done in us who
wait for His appearing.

It is in the certainty of this faith that we joy-
fully and solemnly respond to God’s awaken-
ing message to seek God in His sanctuary on
the great Day of Atonement. “Blow the trumpet
in Zion, sanctify a fast, call a solemn assembly:
gather the people, sanctify the congregation, as-
semble the elders, gather the children, and
those that suck the breasts; let the bridegroom
go forth of his chamber, and the bride out of
her closet. Let the priests, the ministers of the
Lord, weep between the porch and the altar,
and let them say, Spare thy people, O Lord,
and give not thine heritage to reproach, that
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the heathen should rule over them: wherefore
should they say among the people, Where is
their God?” (Joel 2:15-17).

It is in the thrilling expectation of this hope
that the virgins are going forth to meet the
Bridegroom in response to the message, “Be-
hold, the bridegroom cometh ; go ye out to meet
him” (See Matthew 25). The Day of Atone-
ment trumpet sounds strong and clear. The
King sends forth His servants for the second
and last call to the professed people of God:
“All things are ready : come unto the marriage”
(See Matthew 22:1-11).

Those who would despise God’s final appeal
to Laodicea, and fulfill prophecy by rising up
against the call to the sanctuary (See Testi-
monies, Vol. 1, pp. 179-183) ; against whom do
you fight? If you cast out the truth you do
verily cast out Christ and spit upon Him as
did the miserable wretches at the scenes of the
Master’s trial and crucifixion. You who fight
it by scandalous tales and falsified reports;
against whom do you fight? Truth will live;
it cannot die. While men mock and hang it on
the cross, all heaven sees its victory. Those
who complacently watch the final conflict in
the church from the armchair of anonymity;
know that “open rebuke is better than secret
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love” for the truth. Neutrality is cowardice and
worse than open hostility. “Curse ye Meroz,
said the angel of the Lord; curse ye bitterly
the inhabitants thereof ; because they came not
to the help of the Lord, to the help of the Lord
against the mighty.” (Judges 5:23).
Repentence may yet avert the evil decree.
“Then saith he to his servants, The wedding is
ready, but they which were bidden were not
worthy. Go ye therefore into the highways, and
as many as ye shall find, bid to the marriage”
(Matthew 22:8, 9).

Let all who love His appearing behold by faith
the open door to the holiest of all. Let them
respond to the invitation to enter the marriage
—the final union of divinity with humanity.
“Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to
meet him.”

“‘If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall
eat of the good of the land: but if ye re-
fuse and rebel, ye shall be devoured with
the sword.” These words are true. Exact
obedience is required, and those that sav
that it is not possible to live a perfect life
throw upon God the imputation of in-
justice and untruth.” MS 148, 1899. R &
H Feb. 7, 1957, E.G. White Articles.
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The Present Truth as It Is in
Daniel
INTRODUCTION

The time has come when God’s people should
take a fresh look at the wonderful prophecies
of Daniel. We need the light that has been shed
upon these prophecies in the past; we also need
to understand more clearly the privileges and
duties that belong to the closing generation of
God’s people.

There are three most necessary keys to a more
meaningful study of Daniel:

1. An understanding of God’s purpose for
His people in creation and redemption.

2. An understanding of the sanctuary serv-
ice.

3. An understanding of the circumstances
of the Jewish nation when the proph-
ecies were written.

These three keys, rightly used, open a door
from which floods such light that the book of
Daniel blazes with an awakening message for
God’s people today.

This analysis of Daniel’s message is written
for people already familiar with those great
prophecies upon which Seventh-day Adventism
is founded.
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Chapter 1

Gop’s Purpose For His PeoPLE IN CREATION
AND REDEMPTION.

In studying Daniel, Ellen G. White’s advice is
most important: “. . . we need to consider both
the nature of man and the purpose of God in
creating him.”—~Education p. 14.

Concerning man’s creation, two things stand
out: he was made from dust and in the image
of God (Gen. 1:27; 2:7). Apart from God
Adam was mere dust. He had no life, righteous-
ness, virtue or goodness innately. Yet he was
in the image of God, “both in outward re-
semblance and in character.”—Patriarchs and
Prophets, p. 45. The outward man is the body,
the human organism with its physical, mental
and moral powers, It is the tabernacle of human
flesh, “the house in which we live.”—Healthful
Living, pp. 13, 14. The inward man is the
human spirit, the heart, the mind, the essential
character of the individual (See 1 Corinthians
6:20; 5:5; 7:34; 6:17; 2 Corinthians 7:7;
Romans 8:16; 1 Samuel 16:7). When he came
forth from the hand of his Creator, Adam was
not only like God in appearance, but his spirit
was in harmony with the divine Spirit. He was
filled with the Spirit of eternal love. (“This love
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is the Spirit of God”—Testimonies Vol. 4, p.
224).

God purposed that man would unite with Him
in a fellowship that would secure the universe
from apostasy. This was to be the “fellowship
of the mystery”—not just a fellowship of God
and man, but God i man and man in God.
Through His people, God purposed to reve:ixl
His “manifold wisdom” unto the entire uni-
verse (See Ephesians 3:9-11). Man was t? take
Satan’s place as the foremost creature in re-
vealing God’s purposes (Compare Desire of
Ages p. 758 and Testimonies Vol. 5, p. 473).
More than that, he was to co-operate with God
in overthrowing Satan’s kingdom and in vindi-
cating the character and government of God.
Finally, he was to sit with Christ, having a
share in His glory and a seat with Him upon the
throne of the universe (1 Samuel 2:3; Re-
velation 3:21; Great Controversy, p. 484).
Higher than the highest human thought could
reach was God’s ideal for man.

THE FALL AND REDEMPTION.

In choosing to be independent of God, Adam
corrupted the image of the Divine. First, as to
his outward man: the powers of his being
were perverted—put to a wrong use. Thus be-
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gan the process of the degeneration of the
human organism. Second, as to his inward
man: the spirit of his mind was changed.
“ . . selfishness took the place of love.”—Steps
to Christ, p. 17. “. . . The spirit of selfish-
ness is the spirit of Satan” — Acts of the
Apostles, p. 339. Adam’s spiritual fall was not
a process: it was immediate and complete. He
now possessed the moral image of Satan.
Adam was not left to reap the full result of his
sin, else he would have perished then and there
in the Garden of Eden under the terrible
burden of guilt. Christ stepped in as man’s
substitute, and the plan of redemption became
operative. Redemption is restoration. God’s
purpose for man in redemption is the same as
in creation. The fall did not set aside the divine
plan in the creation of the human race. God
chose to redeem His companion so that he could
yet have the joy of accomplishing the mighty
work for which he was brought into existence.
A SURVEY OF THE PROPHECIES OF THE
OLp TESTAMENT.
The Old Testament is an account of God seek-
ing to fulfill His grand purpose in the creation
of man. God created him as an instrument with
which He would vindicate His law and sweep
away the kingdom of darkness. Man was still
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to be God’s weapon to defeat Satan, This is
re-affirmed in the first prophetic promise of
Holy Writ. While Satan stood gloating over his
triumph over Eve, Jehovah said to the adver-
sary:
“I will put enmity between you and the
woman, and between your seed and her seed ;

he shall bruise your head, and you shall
bruise his heel” (Genesis 3:15 RSV).

The Lord actually said to the devil: “Do not
gloat in triumph. I made man to defeat you.
You have overcome the woman. But the very
seed of the woman, man, will yet crush your
head. You may bruise his heel, but he will yet
smash your kingdom.” The Seed is the second
Adam. In Christ, God fulfilled His purpose for
man. Yet God’s people are included in the seed
and are embraced in His victory. Writing to
the Roman believers, Paul said: “God . . . shall
bruise Satan under your feet shortly.” Romans
16:20.

Now it must be clear before our minds that this
has always been God’s purpose for man. The
enemy of all truth is to be bruised under the
feet of God’s people. All earthly powers that
confederate with Satan are to be subdued under
the feet of the saints. This is God’s purpose for
His people in creation and redemption.
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We will now take a survey of the prophetic
promises made to Israel—promises that speak
of her final triumph over her foes. We want the
reader to see that these are not isolated prom-
ises, but that they are the consistent testimony
of all the prophets since time began. In this
chapter we shall not consider how these prom-
ises will be fulfilled (that is the message of
Daniel), but we shall for the present acquaint
ourselves with those passages which strikingly
portray the defeat of the enemy at the hand of
Israel.*

Firstly, there are the promises made to Abra-
ham, Isaac, Jacob, and Judah:

The same promise was reiterated to Abraham,
Isaac, Jacob, and Judah:

“That in blessing I will bless thee, and in
multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the
stars of the heaven, and as the sand which is
upon the sea shore ; and thy seed shall possess
the gate of his enemies” (Genesis 22:17).

“Let people serve thee, and nations bow down
to thee: be lord over thy brethren, and let
thy mother’s sons bow down to thee: cursed

*Israel, Biblically speaking, means the people of God, His
community of believers. In Old Testament times, Israel was
identified with the Jewish nation. In New Testament times,
Israel is the church of Christ (See Romans 2:29; 9:8; Gal,
3:29).
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be every one that curseth thee ; and blessed be
he that blesseth thee” (Genesis 27:29).
“Judah, thou art he whom thy brethren shall
praise: thy hand shall be in the neck of thine
enemies: thy father’s children shall bow
down before thee. Judah is a lion’s whelp;
from the prey, my son, thou art gone up: he
stooped down, he crouched as a lion, and as
an old lion; who shall rouse him up?”’ (Gen-
esis 49:8, 9).

Balaam was constrained to utter these words

of blessing upon Israel:

“He hath not beheld iniquity in Jacob, neither
hath he seen perverseness in Israel: the Lord
his God is with him, and the shout of a king
is among them. God brought them out of
Egypt: he hath as it were the strength of an
unicorn, Surely there is no enchantment
against Jacob, neither is there any divination
against Israel: according to this time it shall
be said of Jacob and of Israel, What hath
God wrought! Behold, the people shall rise
up as a great lion, and lift up himself as a
young lion: he shall not lie down until he
eat of the prey, and drink the blood of the
slain” (Numbers 23:21-24).

“How goodly are thy tents, O Jacob, and thy
tabernacles, O Israel! As the valleys are they
spread forth, as gardens by the river’s side,
as the trees of lign aloes which the Lord
hath planted, and as cedar trees beside the
waters. He shall pour the water out of his
buckets, and his seed shall be in many waters,
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and his king shall be higher than Agag, and
his kingdom shall be exalted. God brought
him forth out of Egypt; he hath as it were
the strength of an unicorn: he shall eat up
the nations his enemies, and shall break their
bones, and pierce them through with his
arrows. He couched, he lay down as a lion,
and as a great lion: who shall stir him up?
Blessed is he that blesseth thee, and cursed is
he that curseth thee” (Numbers 24:5-9).

Through Moses, God promised that Israel

would be victorious over her enemies:

“This day will I begin to put the dread of
thee and the fear of thee upon the nations
that are under the whole heaven, who shall
hear report of thee, and shall tremble, and
be in anguish because of thee” (Deutero-
nomy 2:25).

“And he shall deliver their kings into thine
hand, and thou shalt destroy their name from
under heaven: there shall no man be able to
stand before thee, until thou have destroyed
them” (Deuteronomy 7:24).

“Understand therefore this day, that the
Lord thy God is he which goeth over before
thee; as a consuming fire he shall destroy
them, and he shall bring them down before
thy face: so shalt thou drive them out, and
destroy them quickly, as the Lord hath said
unto thee” (Deuteronomy 9:3).

“There shall no man be able to stand before
you: for the Lord your God shall lay the
fear of you and the dread of you upon all
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the land that ye shall tread upon, as he hath
said unto you” (Deuteronomy 11:25).
“The Lord shall cause thine enemies that
rise up against thee to be smitten before thy
face: they shall come out against thee one
way, and flee before thee seven ways. . ..
And the Lord shall make thee the head, and
not the tail; and thou shalt be above only,
and thou shalt not be beneath; if that thou
hearken unto the commandments of the Lord
thy God, which I command thee this day, to
gbserve and to do them” (Deuteronomy 28:
, 13).
“O that they were wise, that they understood
this, that they would consider their latter end !
How should one chase a thousand, and two
put ten thousand to flight, except their Rock
had sold them, and the Lord had shut them
up?”’ (Deuteronomy 32: 29, 30).
“The eternal God is thy refuge, and under-
neath are the everlasting arms: and he shall
thrust out the enemy from before thee; and
shall say, Destroy them. Israel then shall
dwell in safety alone: the fountain of Jacob
shall be upon a land of corn and wine; also
his heaven shall drop down dew. Happy art
thou, O Israel: who is like unto thee, O
people saved by the Lord, the shield of thy
help, and who is the sword of thy excellency !
and thine enemies shall be found lars unto
thee; and thou shalt tread upon their high
places” (Deuteronomy 33: 27-29).

The victories of Israel were to be in direct
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proportion to their faith and obedience. This
is the lesson of Old Testament history, which
lesson is forcefully illustrated by the writer of
Chronicles. Only as Israel enjoyed victory
within their hearts could they enjoy victory
without,

Other great prophetic promises to God’s peo-
ple are found in the writings of all the
prophets. Each of these promises is yet to be
realized in the experience of that community
of God’s people which fulfills the conditions
upon which the promises are based:

“So let all thine enemies perish, O Lord: but
let them that love him be as the sun when he
goeth forth in his might. And the land had
rest forty years” (Judges 5:31).

“He teacheth my hands to war, so that a bow
of steel is broken by mine arms. Thou hast
also given me the shield of thy salvation: and
thy right hand hath holden me up, and thy
gentleness hath made me great, Thou hast
enlarged my steps under me, that my feet
did not slip. I have pursued mine enemies,
and overtaken them: neither did I turn again
till they were consumed. I have wounded
them that they were not able to rise: they are
fallen under my feet. For thou hast girded me
with strength unto the battle: thou hast
subdued under me those that rose up against
me. Thou hast also given me the necks of
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mine enemies ; that 1 might destroy them that
hate me” (Psalm 18:34-40).

“Through thee will we push down our en-
emies: through thy name will we tread them
under that rise up against us” (Psalm 44:5).
“He shall subdue the people under us, and
the nations under our feet” (Psalm 47:3).
“Let the saints be joyful in glory: let them
sing aloud upon their beds. Let the high
praises of God be in their mouth, and a two-
edged sword in their hand ; to execute venge-
ance upon the heathen, and punishments upon
the people; to bind their kings with chains,
and their nobles with fetters of iron; to ex-
ecute upon them the judgment written: this
honour have all his saints. Praise ye the
Lord” (Psalm 149:5-9).

“And the people shall take them, and bring
them to their place; and the house of Israel
shall possess them in the land of the Lord for
servants and handmaids: and they shall take

- them captives, whose captives they were ; and

they )shall rule over their oppressors” (Isaiah
14:2).

“But thou, Israel, art my servant, Jacob
whom I have chosen, the seed of Abraham my
friend. Thou whom I have taken from the
ends of the earth, and called thee from the
chief men thereof, and said unto thee, Thou
art my servant; I have chosen thee, and not
cast thee away. Fear thou not; for I am with
thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God:
I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee;
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yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of
my righteousness. Behold, all they that were
incensed against thee shall be ashamed and
confounded: they shall be as nothing; and
they that strive with thee shall perish. Thou
shalt seek them, and shalt not find them, even
them that contended with thee: they that war
against thee shall be as nothing, and as a
thing of nought. For I the Lord thy God will
hold thy right hand, saying unto thee, Fear
not; I will help thee. Fear not, thou worm
Jacob, and ye men of Israel; I will help thee,
saith the Lord, and thy Redeemer, the Holy
One of Israel, Behold, I will make thee a new
sharp threshing instrument having teeth : thou
shalt thresh the mountains, and beat them
small, and shalt make the hills as chaff. Thou
shalt fan them, and the wind shall carry
them away, and the whirlwind shall scatter
them: and thou shalt rejoice in the Lord, and
shalt glory in the Holy One of Israel” (Isaiah
41:8-16).

“For the nation and kingdom that will not
serve thee shall perish; yea, those nations
shall be utterly wasted” (Isaiah 60:12).

DisMAL FAILURE OF ISRAEIL—
Gop’s DISAPPOINTMENT

God purposed that Jerusalem should extend
her borders, subdue or destroy the nations,
and become as a great mountain to fill the
earth. But Israel’s unbelief and disobedience
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prevented the accomplishment of the divine
purpose. For the most part, her history was
the record of dismal failure. Hers was a long,
monotonous, sinful record with few bright spots
in it.

The prophets vividly present the unspeakable
grief of God as He laments over the infidelity
of His people. The condition of Israel is
depicted by Hosea’s run-away wife. The sinful,
silly woman could not appreciate his mighty
love, but hired herself out to other lovers
until degraded and wretched she ended up in
a slave market. So Israel followed after the
nations around her until her own course
brought subjugation by the national foes. The
Babylonians poured into Jerusalem and cap-
tured the people of God. This was not the
divine purpose for Israel. She should have
thrust out all her enemies. None should have
stood before her. What a miserable failure in
view of the divine purpose! Instead, subjuga-
tion and desolation. The Jews hung up their
harps -in the land of their exile and refused
to sing the songs of Zion. Yet their grief
was as nothing compared with the grief of
JEHOVAH.

Though the prophets lead us through the valley
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of judgment and disappointment, they never
end on a note of failure, Divine love never fails.
It bears all things, believes all things, and
hopes all things. The prophets all testify of the
eventual triumph of God’s love. They tell us
that God has not lost faith in His people.
Tsrael’s repeated failures have not quenched
“the faith of God” (Romans 3:3). God believes
that His people will yet respond so fully to His
love that they will do the work for which they
were created. See how this is dramatically set
forth in Micah:
“They build up Zion with blood, and Jeru-
salem with iniquity. The heads thereof judge
for reward, and the priests thereof teach for
hire, and the prophets thereof divine for
money : yet will they lean upon the Lord, and
say, Is not the Lord among us? none evil can
come upon us. Therefore shall Zion for your
sake be plowed as a field, and Jerusalem shall
become heaps, and the mountain of the house
:113 ;he high places of the forest” (Micah 3:10-
Now notice how the record does not end on this
note of tragedy:

“But in the last days it shall come to pass,
that the mountain of the house of the Lord
shall be established in the top of the moun-
tains, and it shall be exalted above ‘the hills;
and people shall flow unto it. And many
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nations shall come, and say, Come, and let us
go up to the mountain of the Lord, and to the
house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach
us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths:
for the law shall go forth of Zion, and the
word of the Lord from Jerusalem. . . . In that
day, saith the Lord, will I assemble her that
halteth, and I will gather her that is driven
out, and her that I have afflicted; and I will
make her that halted a remnant, and her that
was cast far off a strong nation: and the Lord
shall reign over them in mount Zion from
henceforth, even for ever. And thou, O tower
of the flock, the strong hold of the daughter
of Zion, unto thee shall it come, even the first
dominion; the kingdom shall come to the
daughter of Jerusalem. Now why dost thou
cry out aloud? is there no king in thee? is thy
counsellor perished? for pangs have taken
thee as a woman in travail. Be in pain, and
labour to bring forth, O daughter of Zion,
like a woman in travail: for now shalt thou
go forth out of the city, and thou shalt dwell
in the field, and thou shalt go even to
Babylon ; there shalt thou be delivered ; there
the Lord shall redeem thee from the hand of
thine enemies. Now also many nations are
gathered against thee, that say, Let her be
defiled, and let our eye look upon Zion. But
they know not the thoughts of the Lord,
neither understand they his counsel: for he
shall gather them as the sheaves into the
floor. Arise and thresh, O daughter of Zion:
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for I will make thine horn iron, and I will
make thy hoofs brass: and thou shalt beat in
pieces many people: and I will consecrate
their gain unto the Lord, and their substance
unto the Lord of the whole earth” (Micah
4:1, 2, 6-13).

“And they shall waste the land of Assyria
with the sword, and the land of Nimrod in
the entrances thereof : thus shall he deliver us
from the Assyrian, when he cometh into our
land, and when he treadeth within our bor-
ders. And the remnant of Jacob shall be in
the midst of many people as a dew from the
Lord, as the showers upon the grass, that
tarrieth not for man, nor waiteth for the sons
of men. And the remnant of Jacob shall be
among the Gentiles in the midst of many
people as a lion among the beasts of the
forest, as a young lion among the flocks of
sheep: who, if he go through, both treadeth
down, and teareth in pieces, and none can
deliver. Thine hand shall be lifted up upon
thine adversaries, and all thine enemies shall
be cut off” (Micah 5:6-9).

“The nations shall see and be confounded at
all their might : they shall lay their hand upon
their mouth, their ears shall be deaf. They
shall lick the dust like a serpent, they shall
move out of their holes like worms of the
earth: they shall be afraid of the Lord our
God, and shall fear because of thee. Who is
a God like unto thee, that pardoneth iniquity,
and passeth by the transgression of the rem-
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nant of his heritage? he retaineth not his
anger for ever, because he delighteth in
mercy. He will turn again, he will have com-
passion upon us; he will subdue our in-
iquities; and thou wilt cast all their sins
into the depths of the sea. Thou wilt perform
the truth to Jacob, and the mercy to Abra-
ham, which thou hast sworn unto our fathers
from the days of old” (Micah 7: 16-20).

Beyond the days of darkness and captivity
God’s people would finally allow God’s mighty
purpose to be fulfilled in them. See how the
other prophets bear witness of Israel’s final
victory over Satan’s kingdom:

“But upon mount Zion shall be deliverance,
and there shall be holiness ; and the house of
Jacob shall possess their possessions. And the
house of Jacob shall be a fire, and the house
of Joseph a flame, and the house of Esau for
stubble, and they shall kindle in them, and
devour them; and there shall not be any re-
maining of the house of Esau; for the Lord
hath spoken it” (Obadiah 17, 18).

“Behold, at that time I will undo all that
afflict thee: and I will save her that halteth,
and gather her that was driven out; and I
will get them praise and fame in every land
where they have been put to shame” (Zeph-
aniah 3:19).

“Turn you to the strong hold, ye prisoners
of hope: even to day do I declare that I will
render double unto thee; when I have bent
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Judah for me, filled the bow with Ephraim,
and raised up thy sons, O Zion, against thy
sons, O Greece, and made thee as the sword
of a mighty man. And the Lord shall be seen
over them, and his arrow shall go forth as the
lightning : and the Lord God shall blow the
trumpet, and shall go with whirlwinds of the
south. The Lord of hosts shall defend them ;
and they shall devour, and subdue with sling
stones; and they shall drink, and make a
noise as through wine; and they shall be
filled like bowls, and as the corners of the
altar” (Zechariah 9:12-15).

“Ask ye of the Lord rain in the time of the
latter rain; so the Lord shall make bright
clouds, and give them showers of rain, to
every one grass in the field. For the idols
have spoken vanity, and the diviners have
seen a lie, and have told false dreams; they
comfort in vain: therefore they went their
way as a flock, they were troubled, because
there was no shepherd. Mine anger was kind-
led against the shepherds, and I punished
the goats: for the Lord of hosts hath visited
his flock the house of Judah, and hath made
them as his goodly horse in the battle. Out of
him came forth the corner, out of him the
nail, out of him the battle bow, out of him
every oppressor together. And they shall be
as mighty men, which tread down their
enemies in the mire of the streets in the
battle: and they shall fight, because the Lord
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is with them, and the riders on horses shall
be confounded” (Zechariah 10: 1-5).

“Behold, I will make Jerusalem a cup of
trembling unto all the people round about,
when they shall be in the siege both against
Judah and against Jerusalem. And in that
day will I make Jerusalem a burdensome
stone for all people: all that burden them-
selves with it shall be cut in pieces, though
all the people of the earth be gathered
together against it. In that day, saith the
Lord, I will smite every horse with astonish-
ment, and his rider with madness: and I
will open mine eyes upon the house of Judah,
and will smite every horse of the people with
blindness. And the governors of Judah shall
say in their heart, The inhabitants of Jeru-
salem shall be my strength in the Lord of
hosts their God. In that day will I make the
governors of Judah like an hearth of fire
among the wood, and like a torch of fire in
a sheaf; and they shall devour all the people
round about, on the right hand and on the
left: and Jerusalem shall be inhabited again
in her own place, even in Jerusalem (Zech-
ariah 12:2-6).

“Who is she that looketh forth as the morn-
ing, fair as the moon, clear as the sun, and

terrible as an army with banners?” (Song
of Solomon 6:10).

SUMMARY.
That it may appear the more plainly before our
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minds, we make a comparison between the
victory of Christ and the victory of His people
over the powers of darkness.

CHRIST

Fan the wicked
Matthew 3:12

Execute vengeance

Micah 5:15
Power over
nations. g Psalm 2:9.
Break them.

Thresh heathen
Habakkuk 3:12
Lion
Revelation §:5
Nations fear and dread
Isaiah 2:19
Lamb
: Revelation 5:6

Wicked worship :
) Revelation 15:4

Stone
Matthew 21:42-44;
Daniel 2:45
King of East
Isaiah 41:2

His PeorrLe

Fan the wicked
Isaiah 41:16

Execute vengeance

Psalm 149:9
i:zz;sover Revelation
1 2:26, 27

Break them.

Thresh nations
Isaiah 41:14-16

Lion
Numbers 23:24

Nations fear and dread
Deuteronomy 2:25.

Follow the Lamb
Revelation 14:4

Wicked worship
Revelation 3:9

Stone
Zechariah 12:2, 3;
Daniel 2:45

Kings of East
Revelation 16:12

These prophetic promises of all the prophets
are a necessary key to an understanding of the
book of Daniel. It is in Daniel that the essential
detail is presented as to when and how Christ
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and His people will realize the victory over
their enemies—a victory that God has longed
to bestow upon His people from times eternal.
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Chapter 2
THE SANCTUARY AND ITS SERVICE

The second key to unlock the mighty truths of
Daniel is a knowledge of the sanctuary and
its service.

In the last chapter we considered how that
God wanted to make Israel victorious over
her foes. All the nations of earth were to be
subdued under her feet. Satan’s kingdom itself
was to be swept away through man—Christ and
the saints. Yet, before this final victory could
be enjoyed by the saints, they must experience
complete redemption from sin within their own
hearts. The principle of victory within, before
victory without, is set forward very clearly
in the following statement: “Christ desires
nothing so much as to redeem His heritage
from the dominion of Satan. But before we
are delivered from Satan’s power without, we
must be delivered from his power within”—
Christ’s Object Lessons, pp. 174, 175.

Accordingly, God gave to Israel the sanctuary
and its service to teach her the way of deliver-
ance from sin. In it, “God desired His people
to read His purpose for the human soul”—
Education, p. 36. He said to Moses, “Let
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them make me a sanctuary; that I may dwell
among them” (Exodus 25:8). The word
“among” does not mean in the vicinity of the
people, but it actually means iz the people.
God purposed to dwell, by His Spirit, in the
inner man, the people’s hearts (Ephesians
3: 16, 17) ; and He desired them to dwell in
Him (1 John 4:16). This was the lesson of
the tabernacle.

TaE Damy.

The sanctuary service consisted of two divi-
sions—a daily and yearly typical work of
atonement (Hebrews 9:6, 7). The daily was
the first apartment ministration. Repentant
sinners brought their sin offerings within the
outer court, and the ministering priest took
the blood and made an atonement in the first
apartment of the tabernacle (Leviticus 6:30;
10:17; Great Controversy, pp. 418-420). This
“daily atonement” was a ministry of forgive-
ness (Leviticus 4:31, 35).

Here God was showing the meaning and way
of divine forgiveness. All who came through
the door of faith and repentance and laid hold
of the merits of the Lamb of God could be
forgiven. The Biblical meaning of forgiveness
is to release, to free, to send away. It signifies
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more than a judicial pardon. It means soul
deliverance from sin. Thus the apostle Peter
says:
“Repent, and be baptized every one of you
in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission

of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the
Holy Ghost” (Acts 2:38).

When sin is confessed and forsaken, God re-
leases the repentant sinner by bestowing upon
him a new life through the gift of the Holy
Spirit, The new birth, regeneration, the sanc-
tifying gift of His Word and Spirit, always
accompany forgiveness of sin. All this was
represented by the first apartment of the taber-
nacle which contained the fire, the oil and
bread. We may summarize the lesson of the
“daily” by saying that it illustrated the blessing
of forgiveness and the sanctifying former rain.
THE YEARLY.

The work of grace 1s not consummated in the
“daily”. It takes the whole ministration—the
holy and most holy service—to complete the
work of restoring the image of God in the
inner man.

The congregation of Israel, having secured
forgiveness of sin in the “daily” ministration,
were called to act out another phase of re-
demption on the great Day of Atonement.
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While the high priest went into the most holy
place with blood and much incense, all were
required to gather about the sanctuary in deep
repentance and affliction of soul. In this respect
the congregation was to be in one accord.
During the “daily” service, each man was to
make confession of his own particular sins.
Every man’s experience was different. Not so
on the Day of Atonement. On this occasion
every man’s experience was to be the same.
This contains a vital lesson. Each man has
had his own experience in actual sins. Yet all
have one thing in common to repent of—the
sinful nature of the human heart, the corrupted
human spirit.

So on the Day of Atonement, as each member
of the congregation reviewed the sins com-
mitted during the year (Hebrews 10:3), he
was brought to see his need of a deeper cleans-
ing—a cleansing from the defilement of the
sinful nature of his heart and mind.

Only the blood, the incense, and the high
priest could make Israel acceptable before God
on the great Day of Atonement. The high
priest ministered the blood before the mercy
seat and completed the work of atonement for
the people. Sins were symbolically blotted out,
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the sanctuary was cleansed, Israel was ab-
solutely cleansed.
“For on that day shall the priest make an
atonement for you, to cleanse you, that ye
may be clean from all your sins before the
Lord. . .. And he shall make an atonement
for the holy sanctuary, and he shall make
an atonement for the tabernacle of the con-
gregation, and for the altar, and he shall
make an atonement for the priests, and for
all the people of the congregation” (Leviticus
16:30, 33).
So too, the cleansing of the heavenly sanctuary
as brought to view in Daniel 8:14 embraces the
people of God who worship in spirit in that
temple (Revelation 11:1). The final work of
Jesus in the most holy place is to perfect and
seal a people for the Great Day of God. The
people of God today are called to gather by
faith at the heavenly sanctuary (Joel 2:15-17)
in a special work of purification and putting
away of sin. In His work of “final atonement”
(Early Writings, p. 253) Christ will blot out
sin, not just in a judicial way, but blot it out
of the experience and remembrance of His
people (See Jeremiah 50:20; Hebrews 10:1-3,
14-18; Great Coniroversy, p. 620; Patriarchs
and Prophets, pp. 202, 358; Revelation 7:2;
14:1). Thus their inner man (the heart, the
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spirit, the character) will be absolutely cleansed
from all trace of sinfulness and they will be
ready to stand in the time of trouble without a
Mediator®* in the heavenly sanctuary (Early
Writings, p. 71).

Inspiration uses various expressions to portray
this final work of grace in the hearts of the
saints. Daniel calls it the cleansing of the sanc-
tuary (Daniel 8:14). Peter calls it the blotting
out of sins (Acts 3:19). Paul calls it the per-
fecting of the conscience (Hebrews 9 and 10).
The Revelator calls it the seal of the living God
(Revelation 7:2). The Prophet Joel calls this
perfecting grace the latter rain (Joel 2: 15-30;
Testimonies to Ministers, p. 506). Ellen White
calls it the final atonement (Early Writings,
p. 253). To Jesus it is the fulfillment of His
High Priestly prayer, the at-one-ment of Christ
and His people (John 17).

‘We may summarize the lesson of the “yearly”
by saying it illustrated the blessing of the final
blotting out of sins and perfecting latter rain.
It is this ministration in the most holy place
which provides the second key to the prophecies
of Daniel.

*Not without the enabling power of the Holy Spirit.
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Chapter 3

THE HIsTORICAL SETTING OF DANIEL,

The third key to unlock the true force of
Daniel’s message is to heed the injunction given
by Ellen G. White: “Consider the circumstances
of the Jewish nation when the prophecies of
Daniel were given”—Testimonies to Ministers,
p. 113.

Remember that God called the Jews to be the
head and not the tail. He purposed that Jerusa-
lem extend her borders until the whole earth
knew no king but Israel’s King; no law but
Jehovah’s law. This victory over her foes could
only be possible as Israel applied the lesson of
the sanctuary. Victory within was to precede
victory without. We know that she experienced
spiritual defeat. Hence it was inevitable that
Jerusalem would know physical defeat. In the
time of Daniel the Babylonians poured into
Jerusalem. The crown was removed from
Israel’s king and given to the heathen (Ezekiel
21:25-27 ; Education, p. 179). The kingdom
was no more. The sanctuary was made desolate.
The people were carried away as captives into
Babylon.

Let these facts stand out clearly in our minds.
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When Daniel wrote his prophecies these were
the circumstances of the Jewish nation:

1. Israel had no kingdom and no king.
2. Israel’s sanctuary was desolate.
3. TIsrael was in captivity.

The book of Daniel was written to give God’s
message of the true and final restoration of all
that was lost in the Babylonian captivity. In-
deed, the Babylonian captivity was the same in
principle as man’s captivity in the Eden fall.
Adam was crowned king in Eden. But man lost
his dominion and found himself captive to the
enemy of God and man.

The Jews were expecting the restoration from
the Babylonish captivity to take place after their
70 year exile (606-536 B.C.). It is true that a
partial and typical restoration did occur after
the fall of ancient Babylon in 536 B.C. But
Daniel takes us forward to the true and final
restoration that would take place at the end of
time. He causes us to know when and how all
that was lost in the fall and Babylonian captivity
would be restored so that God’s original purpose
for man may be gloriously realized.

Summarizing : The prophecies of Daniel are an
account of the restoration:
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1. Of Israel’s* kingdom and her king.

2. Of Israel’s* true sanctuary.

3. Of Israel’s* deliverance from captivity.
The prophetic outlines of Daniel 2 and 7 show
how the kingdom and the king would be re-
stored to God’s people.

The prophetic outline of Daniel 8 shows
how the true sanctuary would be restored and
cleansed.

The prophetic outline in Daniel 10-12 shows
how the true Israel would be forever delivered
from captivity.

Hence the message of Daniel is the message of
restoration.

*<Jorael,” Biblically speaking, means the people of God, His
community of believers. In Old Testament times Israel was
identified with the Jewish nation. In New Testament times
Tsrael is the church of Christ (See Romans 2:29; 9:8; Gal.
3:29).
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Chapter 4

TaE MESSAGE oF DANIEL 2 AND 7.

“The crown removed from Israel passed suc-
cessively to the kingdoms of Babylon, Medo-
Persia, Greece, and Rome. God says, ‘It shalt
be no more, until He come whose right it is;
and I will give it Him." ”"—Education, p. 179.
Daniel 2 takes us down through the kingdoms
of gold, silver, brass, iron and clay. Each earthly
power is given her day of probation. Each
proves herself unworthy of dominion. Finally,
the stone is cut out without hands, smites the
image upon the feet, then fills the whole earth.
The stone of Daniel 2 is declared to be “a
kingdom.” When Daniel stood before Nebu-
chadnezzar as the interpreter of his dream,
Israel had no kingdom. Babylon had dispos-
sessed the people of God of their kingdom. The
stone signifies the kingdom restored to God’s
people. Now, “a kingdom” implies a king. Christ
is the King, and the personification of the king-
dom. He refers to Himself as the stone which
will grind His enemies to powder (Matthew
21:42-44). Concerning the enemies of truth, the
psalmist says He shall “break them with a rod
of iron,” and “dash them in pieces like a
potter’s vessel” (Psalm 2:9).
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Yet the stone of Daniel 2 is not just the King.
The stone is declared to be the “the kingdom”.
Hence the stone must include the people of that
kingdom. As we saw in Chapter 1, it is not only
Christ who is to smite the nations and rule them
with a rod of iron; Jesus Himself addresses His
people with this promise:
“And he that overcometh, and keepeth my
works unto the end, to him will I give power
over the nations: and he shall rule them
with a rod of iron; as the vessels of a potter
shall they be broken to shivers: even as I
5e7c)eived of my Father” (Revelation 2:26,
Throughout the prophetic books of the Bible,
God promises to subdue the nations under the
feet of the saints, His restored “Jerusalem”
(community of saints) is declared to be a stone
which will smite the nations:

“And in that day will I make Jerusalem a
burdensome stone for all people: all that
burden themselves with it shall be cut in
pieces, though all the people of the earth
11)(23 %a)tthered together against it” (Zechariah
It is most necessary that we see in the prophe-
cies the close identification of Christ and His
“people”. The close identity is made known in
Jesus’ prayer : “The glory which thou gavest me
T have given them” (John 17:22). His victory
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is their victory. We must see how that the saints
are one with Christ in the final victory over the
kingdom of darkness.

So, then, the stone of Daniel 2 is most plainly
declared to be Christ and His people—the re-
stored kingdom of Israel.

Tae TurNing PoiNT oF HisTory.

Daniel 7 enlarges upon the outline of Daniel 2.
Daniel 7 is a tremendous chapter, for it contains
the heart of the present truth of the awakening
message.

Under the symbols of the lion, bear, leopard and
nondescript beast, we are again taken down
through the rule of heathen powers that have
sought to oppress and corrupt the people of
God. Among the ten horns (the nations of
Europe) there arises the most terrible, op-
pressive, and seductive of all ungodly powers—
the Papacy. This power is presented in Daniel 7
as prevailing against the saints. But a dramatic
turning point comes in the long struggle be-
tween the man of sin and God’s people :
“T beheld [this power prevailing] till the
thrones were cast down [or placed], and the
Ancient of days did sit, whose garment was
white as snow, and the hair of his head like

the pure wool: his throne was like the fiery
flame, and his wheels as burning fire. A fiery
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stream issued and came forth from before
him: thousand thousands ministered unto
him, and ten thousand times ten thousand
stood before him: the judgment was set, and
the books were opened” (Daniel 7: 9,10).
Let us see what transpires in the judgment:
“T saw in the night visions, and, behold, one
like the Son of man came with the clouds of
heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and
they brought him near before him. And there
was given him dominion, and glory, and a
kingdom.” . .. (Daniel 7:13, 14).
At the time Daniel wrote this prophecy, Israel
had no king. The crown had been removed from
the “profane wicked prince”. God has said:
“It shall be no more, until he come whose right
it is; and I will give it him” (Ezekiel 21:27).
Now, it is in the judgment, in the most holy
place of the heavenly sanctuary, that Christ
comes to receive the crown. It is in the judg-
ment that Israel receives her king again. Proph-
ecy declares that we live in this mighty hour.
But the victory brought by the judgment in
heaven includes more than dominion bestowed
on Christ. Daniel 7 clearly establishes the close
identity of Christ and His people. The judg-
ment is shown to be the turning point in the
struggle of God’s people against the man of sin.
“These great beasts, which are four, are four
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kings, which shall arise out of the earth. Bui¢
the saints of the most High shall take the
kingdom, and possess the kingdom for ever,
even for ever and ever” (Daniel 7:17, 18).
“I beheld, and the same horn made war with
the saints, and prevailed against them; Until
the Ancient of days came, and judgment was
given to the saints of the most High; and the
time came that the saints possessed the
kingdom” (Daniel 7:21, 22).
“And he shall speak great words against the
most High, and shall wear out the saints of
the most High, and think to change times
and laws: and they shall be given into his
hand until a time and times and the dividing
of time. But the judgment shall sit, and they
shall take away his dominion, to consume and
to destroy it unto the end” (Daniel 7:25, 26).
The kingdom is not only given to Christ. It is

given to the saints also. They reign with Him.
“And the kingdom and dominion, and the
greatness of the kingdom under the whole
heaven, shall be given to the people of the
saints of the most High, whose kingdom is
an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions
shall serve and obey him” (Daniel 7:27).

Furthermore, Daniel declares that the saints
shall “take the kingdom” from the beast. This is
certainly very different from what Daniel wit-
nessed when the Babylonian “beast” overthrew
the Jews. But when the judgment comes the
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tables are turned. “But the saints of the most
High shall take the kingdom.” The word fake
signifies a conquering action. If we read that a
certain general fook a certain city, we would
understand that he conquered it and dispos-
sessed its government.

Again, the prophet Daniel declares: “But the
judgment shall sit, and they [the saints] shall
take away his dominion” (verse 26).

It must be as plain as a pike staff that the
judgment is presented as that great event which
turns the tide in favor of the saints. Then is
not the judgment important? Is it not a mighty
message which declares to all the earth “The
hour of his judgment is come”? (Revelation 14:
7). Is it not good news—tremendous news—
which tells us that such an hour is here? an
hour when the saints will smite the man of sin
with such a blow that he will never be healed.
Consider again all those great promises of vic-
tory over the nations that God gave to His
people in ancient times. Daniel 7 would have
us understand that all those promises of vic-
tory over the enemies of Israel will take place
in consequence of the judgment.

Tre Finar CoNFLICT. ,‘
Revelation 13 shows us that God’s people face
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a great final test with the beast and his image.
The whole world will unite in homage to the
beast. Great Babylon will gloat in unholy tri-
umph, “I sit a queen, and am no widow, and
shall see no sorrow” (Revelation 18:7). The
challenge will defy the armies of the living God:
“Who is like unto the beast? who is able to
make war with him?” (Revelation 13:4).

Although the great mass of the professed people
of God will quake before the challenge, and
even surrender to receive the mark of the beast,
God will have a people to answer the challenge.
They will be those who have gathered at the
sanctuary by faith in putting away of sin in
readiness for the judgment. They will recog-
nize that with the great test comes the time of
judgment of the living and the sealing. Queen
Esther-like, they will enter into the inner court
before the king, As Esther and her people were
given weapons to fight their enemies, so God’s
people will enter into the judgment and receive
an armour to fight in the final conflict. They
will then be fully equipped with the “helmet of
salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which
is the word of God” (Eph 6:17). “But the
judgment shall sit, and they shall take away his
dominion.” The expression, Final Conflict, is
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well known among the people of the third
angel’'s message. It is not a vain expression.
Now when do the saints go forth to take away
the beast’s dominion? Is it before they enter
the experience and receive the victory of the
judgment? No! No! “The judgment shall sit,
and they shall take away his dominion.” Dan-
iel's prophecy shows that the man of sin pre-
vails until the saints enter the judgment. It is
only in consequence of the judgment that God’s
people are able to be victorious in the final
conflict against Satan’s kingdom. It is the
judgment which grants unto the saints weapons
(which are not carnal) to fight! Satan’s king-
dom is a kingdom of force. Christ and His
people will not answer force with force. “ . ...
truth and love are to be the prevailing power.”
—Desire of Ages, p. 759. With sins blotted out
and the seal of His deliverance upon them, the
saints answer the challenge: “Who is able to
make war with the beast?” The Holy Spirit
will be as “a wall of fire” about the saints and
a glory in the midst of them (Zechariah 2:5).

“T was shown those whom I had before seen
weeping and praying with agony of spirit.
The company of guardian angels around them
had been doubled, and they were clothed with
an armor from their head to their feet. They
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moved in exact order, firmly, like a company
of soldiers.”—T estimonies, Vol. 1, p. 181.

“Clad in the armor of Christ’s righteousness,
the church is to enter upon her final conflict.
‘Fair as the moon, clear as the sun, and ter-
rible as an army with banners,” she is to go
forth into all the world, conquering and to
conquer.”—Prophets and Kings, p. 725.
“But Providence has a part to act in the
battle of Armageddon. When the earth is
lighted with the glory of the angel of Revela-
tion eighteen, the religious elements, good
and evil, will awake from slumber, and the
armies of the living God will take the field.”
S.D.A. Bible Commentary, Vol. 7, p. 933.

It must be crystal clear to our minds as to
when Revelation 18 sounds (the outpouring of
the latter rain) and the armies of the living God
take the field. The latter rain and loud cry does
not, cannot, take place prior to the commence-
ment of the judgment of the saints. “The judg-
ment shall sit,” and then they will go forth to
give the man of sin such a blow as will not be
healed. Only a people sealed in the judgment
of the living can be in that final “army”.

In 1844 the time had come for the man of sin to
cease his prevailing against the church of God.
But our Laodicean condition testifies against
us. Behold a people dormant and stupid by the
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influence of hoards of evil angels, and the door
of the most holy place, with its final victory open
before them. There is one way out of the fearful
delay caused by the Laodicean blindness. The
people of God must be awakened, and gathered
around the “sanctuary of strength” (Joel 2:15-
17). They must realize that the man of sin will
never be dispossessed of his kingdom until they
enter by faith into the blessing of the most
holy place.
The blotting out of sins must commence with
the living saints before the armies of the living
God can take the field in the final conflict.
The Inspired description of the army of sealed
saints should stir the blood of any Christian
patriot:
“Turn you to the strong hold, ye prisoners of
hope: even to day do I declare that T will
render double unto thee; when I have bent
Judah for me, filled the bow with Ephraim,
and raised up thy sons, O Zion, against thy
sons, O Greece, and made thee as the sword
of a mighty man. And the Lord shall be seen
over them, and his arrow shall go forth as
the lightning : and the Lord God shall blow
the trumpet, and shall go with whirlwinds of
the south. The Lord of hosts shall defend
them ; and they shall devour, and subdue with
sling stones; and they shall drink, and make
a noise as through wine; and they shall be
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filled like bowls, and as the corners of the
altar” (Zechariah 9:12-15),

“Ask ye of the Lord rain in the time of the
latter rain; so the Lord shall make bright
clouds, and give them showers of rain, to
every one grass in the field. For the idols
have spoken vanity, and the diviners have
seen a lie, and have told false dreams; they
comfort in vain: therefore they went their
way as a flock, they were troubled, because
there was no shepherd. Mine anger was
kindled against the shepherds, and I punished
the goats: for the Lord of hosts hath visited
his flock the house of Judah, and hath made
them as his goodly horse in the battle. Out
of him came forth the corner, out of him
the nail, out of him the battle bow, out of
him every oppressor together. And they shall
be as mighty men, which tread down their
enemies in the mire of the streets in the
battle: and they shall fight, because the Lord
is with them, and the riders on horses shall be
confounded” (Zechariah 10:1-5).

“...a great people and a strong ; there hath
not been ever the like, neither shall be any
more after it, even to the years of many gen-
erations. A fire devoureth before them; and
behind them a flame burneth: the land is as
the garden of Eden before them, and behind
them a desolate wilderness; yea, and nothing
shall escape them. The appearance of them
is as the appearance of horses; and as horse-
men, so shall they run. Like the noise of
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chariots on the tops of mountains shall they
leap, Like the noise of a flame of fire that
devoureth the stubble, as a strong people
set in battle array. Before their face the
people shall be much pained: all faces shall
gather blackness. They shall run like mighty
men; they shall climb the wall like men of
war; and they shall march every one on his
ways, and they shall not break their ranks:
neither shall one thrust another; they shall
walk every one in his path: and when they
fall upon the sword, they shall not be wound-
ed. They shall run to and fro in the city;
they shall run upon the wall, they shall climb
up upon the houses; they shall enter in at
the windows like a thief. The earth shall
quake before them; the heavens shall trem-
ble: the sun and the moon shall be dark, and
the stars shall withdraw their shining: and
the Lord shall utter his voice before his army :
for his camp is very great...” (Joel 2:2-11).
Ellen G. White’s comments on the second

chapter of Joel:

“Said the angel: ‘Look ye!” My attention was
then turned to the company I had seen, who
were mightily shaken. I was shown those
whom I had before seen weeping and praying
with agony of spirit. The company of guard-
ian angels around them had been doubled,
and they were clothed with an armor from
their head to their feet. They moved in exact
order, firmly, like a company of: soldiers.
‘Their countenances expressed the severe con-
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flict which they had endured, the agonizing
struggle they had passed through. Yet their
features, marked with severe internal anguish,
now shone with the light and glory of
heaven. They had obtained the victory, and
it called forth from them the deepest grati-
tude, and holy, sacred joy.”--Testimonies,
Vol. 1, pp. 181, 182,

What a tremendous challenge! What an op-
portunity before the Advent people who live in
the time when the tide of history is to be turned,
and the judgment is to place them on the stage
for the final onslaught against the kingdom of
darkness! What light God sends forth from
the most holy place as to His great purpose for
His people!

Can we not see the need of an awakening to the
meaning and purpose of the judgment? In
Adventist circles we are used to the expression
“finishing the work”. But it is vain to speak of
“finishing the work” apart from the judgment.
The work may be finished only by a people
who gather around the sanctuary by faith and
enter into the blessing and victory of the judg-
ment of the living. The Laodicean Church is
not going forward like that final army de-
scribed in Holy Writ. All over Christeadom
it is sensed that mankind must be baptized with
the latter rain power of the Spirit before
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earth’s harvest may be reaped. The Leaders of
Adventism are calling for the latter rain power
to complete the task. But let us not be deceived
in this time of fearful deceptions. Do we see
that there is no latter rain apart from the bless-
ing of the judgment? It is time that God’s
people everywhere were told in straight English
that first we are called to enter the judgment
of the living, and then may we go forth in the
latter rain armour to complete God’s work on
earth, This is the message of Daniel 7. This is
the message of Joel 2. This is the message of
the apostle Peter who said: “Repent ye there-
fore, and be converted, that your sins may be
blotted out, [in the investigative judgment]
when the times of refreshing shall come from
the presence of the Lord” (Acts 3:19 as quoted
with brackets in 1888 edition of Great Con-
troversy).

The final conflict embraces, first of all, the time
of the loud cry. At this time the saints are spirit-
ually triumphant. The powers of darkness are
powerless to prevent the rays of light penetrat-
ing everywhere, exposing Satan’s kingdom and
reaping a great harvest of souls in astonishing
rapidity. The final conflict also embraces the
time of trouble which comes after Jesus leaves
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the sanctuary. Though greatly oppressed, the
saints triumph again through the hour of temp-
tation, in that they do not sin, but maintain
sinless characters before the onlooking universe.
Finally, the voice of God delivers His people
at the seventh plague. The saints are glorified;
Satan and his hosts flee from the glorified faces
of the saints; the wicked worship at their feet;
Babylon disintegrates and the saints receive
power over the nations.

The beast’s dominion having been taken away,
Jesus comes in power and great glory. The time
then comes that “the saints possess the king-
dom.”
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Chapter 5

TuE MESSAGE oF DANIEL 8 AND O,

When Daniel was writing his prophecies, the
Jewish sanctuary lay in ruins. Along with other
Hebrew worshipers, he longed for the time
when the sanctuary would be restored. In the
prophecy of Daniel 8, the angel took the
prophet forward to the time when the true
sanctuary would be cleansed and restored to its
rightful state. This would take place at the end
of the 2300 days.

The -Advent. movement is built upon the proph-

ecy of Daniel 8:14: “Unto two thousand and
three hundred days; then shall the sanctuary
be cleansed.” Satan hates this foundation truth
for he well knows that such cleansing of the
sanctuary will bring an end to his dominion.
Already there are rumblings beneath the sur-
face that indicate that some so-called scholars
are challenging this historic Adventist truth. It
is inevitable that Seventh-day Adventism will
face a crisis on Daniel 8:14. Indeed, it is be-
coming increasingly apparent that such a crisis
has begun. Let us consider what is leading us to
such a shaking.

It is basic Adventism to believe that the cleans-
ing of the sanctuary will take place prior to the
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return of Jesus in power and great glory. This
leads to far reaching conclusions about the ex-
perience of the final generation of saints. Since
it is impossible to have a cleansed sanctuary
unless the saints have secured permanent vic-
tory over all sin and sinning, the doctrine of
the cleansed sanctuary before the coming of
Christ implies a community of people who will
be in a state of spiritual perfection before the
coming of Christ. -

The Protestant bodies in general do not believe
in such a spmtual attainment in this life. The
great Reformers did not conceive of such an
attainment in this life. The Millerites of the
Advent awakening did not believe in an experi-
ence of sinlessness in this life. They knew that
the cleansing of the sanctuary embraced the
final cleansing of the church*, but they thought
that this final cleansing would coincide with the
second advent. After the Great Disappointment
in 1844, they found that this cleansing of the
sanctuary was to precede the Advent. This led
the pioneers of the third angel’s message to
far reaching conclusions. They saw that prior
to the coming of their Lord, the ministry of

*Sce Prophetic Faith of Our Fathers, by LeRoy Froom, Vol.
4, pp. 479, 784, 785, 786.
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Christ in the most holy place was to develop
the sealed 144,000, a people who had their sins
blotted out and in whom the image of Jesus
was perfectly reflected. Such a people, they
understood, would be required to live during
the time of the seven last plagues without an
Intercessor in the heavenly sanctuary. These
concepts formed the very warp and woof of
primitive Seventh-day Adventism, and anyone
knowing anything about historic Adventism
would not deny it. We repeat again: the doctrine
of a cleansed sanctuary prior to the Advent led
to the basic deduction that God would produce
a community of sinless saints who would live
as Jesus lived—without a Mediator—and all
this before the coming of Christ in the clouds of
heaven.

A NeEw DEVELOPMENT.

In recent years we have witnessed the emer-
gence of a new development in Seventh-day
Adventism. It has now become popular to be-
lieve and teach that an experience of sinlessness
is impossible until Jesus comes. We want to
make our point crystal clear that this new
development has come to the front as a result
of an awakening message in the ranks of Ad-
ventism. Truth forces people to make a decision
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—to go forward or to go backward., Let us
illustrate: Before 1844 most of the historic
Protestant churches were sound on the law of
God as being binding on Christians. But when
these churches were confronted with the third
angel’s message and the obligation of the fourth
commandment, they started backing away from
what was merely the logic of the Reformation.
Indeed, they hated the light of the third angel
so much that rather than accept it, they began
to dig up the foundations of the Reformation.
No wonder that they are going back to Rome
today! Similarly, the present awakening mes-
sage is the logical outgrowth of the platform of
the pioneers of Adventism. It shows us the open
door into the most holy place and commands
God’s people to enter by faith into the work of
judgment, blotting out of sin, sealing, and per-
fecting of the saints. Drifting Laodicea is con-
fronted with a challenge to go forward, or to
go backward. The scholars of Adventism have
become involved in the confrontation with God’s
awakening message. They have been compelled
to make a decision. Some have decided to go
backward rather than forward. Statements of
responsible Adventists have appeared in of-
ficial publications denying the obligation or pos-
sibility of achieving spiritual perfection in this
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life. From Dan to Beer-sheba, press and pulpit
proclaim that there will be no condition of
sinlessness until the second Advent of Christ.
Such pronouncements were unknown in Ad-
ventism of the past, and no candid student of
Adventism can deny it.

We are sorry that we have to disagree with
responsible men. We do so, not on a basis of
personal criticism (which is sin), but on a
basis of loyalty to truth rather than to men
whoever they may be. The issue is a serious
one, and those who have clambered on the “no
perfection” platform are going back into the
first apartment where a startlmg counterfeit of
the latter rain awaits them

“Those who rose up with Jesus would send
up their faith to Him in the holiest, and pray,
‘My Father, give us Thy Spirit.’ Then Jesus
would breathe upon them the Holy Ghost. In
that breath was light, power, and much love,
. joy, and peace,
“T turned to look at the company who were
still bowed before the throne [in the first
apartment] ; they did not know that Jesus had
left it. Satan appeared to be by the throne,
trying to carry on the work of God. I saw
them look up to the throne, and pray, ‘Father,
give us Thy Spirit.’ Satan would then breathe
upon them an unholy influence; in it there
was light and much power, but no sweet love,
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Jéoy, and peace.”—Early Writings, pp. 55,
6

If we accept the premise that God will have no
sinless saints before the Advent, then we must
sooner or later take the next step—no cleans-
ing of the sanctuary before Jesus comes. (If
God’s people knew how some were pondering
this second step, they would be amazed). Then
gone is the third angel’'s message and God’s
purpose for His people since creation. We ought
to see the terrific issue of the present struggle in
the church of God. “Satan laughs at their folly;
for he knows what truth is.”—Testimonies to
Ministers, p. 409.

EsraBrisainNG THE VALpiTY oF DANIEL 8:14,

With a crisis looming before us as to the
validity of the historic interpretation of Daniel
8:14, it behooves us to be barricaded with the
truths of God’s Word.

Now what is the Bible evidence that the
cleansing of the sanctuary in Daniel 8:14 refers
to the judgment? The most fundamental evi-
dence rests upon the clear parallelism of Dan-
iel’s prophecies. There are four prophetic out-
lines in Daniel—Chapter 2, Chapter 7, Chap-
ters 8 and 9, and Chapters 10-12, They span the
same history. They tell the same story, each
successive outline adding further detail. God
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is a good teacher. First He gives the simple
lesson in Daniel 2. Then He gives us another
lesson on the same subject in Daniel 7. When
that is learned, He invites us to study Chapter
8. When that is mastered we may proceed to
the most difficult outline, Chapters 10-12. We
must learn arithmetic before trying to under-
stand calculus.

Let us consider the remarkable parallelism of
Daniel 7 and 8. In Daniel 7 we are presented
with the heathen powers which opposed the
work of God. Greatest emphasis is given to the
work of Rome, especially its papal phase. The
prophecy describes Rome’s war on the saints,
the God of heaven, and the divine law. We are
shown that this power would apparently suc-
ceed in his nefarious work until the judgment.
The judgment is shown to be the turning point
of history.

In the prophecy of Daniel 8 we are again taken
down through the history of the same heathen
powers. Again, the greatest emphasis is given
to the work of Rome, especially its papal phase.
The man of sin is shown warring against the
host (the people of God) and casting down the
sanctuary of truth. We are told that this de-
solating work would continue until the cleansing
of the sanctuary. Daniel 7 says until the judg-
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ment; Daniel 8 says until the cleansing of the
sanctuary. They are clearly the same event.
So we may know that in the judgment Christ
cleanses His sanctuary. The final cleansing
must include everyone in His sanctuary. Who
are in His sanctuary? Are you there in spirit,
in mind? God’s true people “worship therein”
(Revelation 11:1).

“For on that day shall the priest make an
atonement for you, to cleanse you, that ye
may be clean from all your sins before the
Lord” (Leviticus 16:30).

The context of Daniel 8:14 shows that God’s

people are included in the work of restoring the
sanctuary “to its rightful state” (Daniel 8:14
RSV). All who worship in His temple in spirit
and mind will be restored to their rightful state
in the spirit of their minds.* They will be sealed,
signifying that the moral image of God has been
restored in humanity.

Therefore, the purpose of the judgment is to
cleanse the sanctuary and everyone in that
sanctuary, in order that the saints, clothed in
the sealed armor might go forth “fair as the
moon, clear as the sun, and terrible as an army
with banners” in the final conflict against the
beast and his image.

*Not given holy flesh, for their flesh is earthly. They do not

enter the sanctuary in the flesh, but in spirit only.
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Chapter 6

Tur MEessage or DanNieL 10-12.

It is now a simple matter to establish the central
point of Daniel’s last prophecy. Chapters 2 and
7 tell of the restoration of the kingdom of
Israel; Chapter 8 tells of the restoration of
Israel’s sanctuary ; and Daniel 10-12 tells of the
restoration from Israel’s captivity.

In Chapter 8 the question is asked: “How
long shall be the vision concerning the daily . . .,
and the transgression of desolation, to give both
the sanctuary and the host [God’s people] to
be trodden under foot?” (verse 13). The answer
is given: “Unto two thousand and three hund-
red days; then shall the sanctuary be cleansed.”
It will be noticed that the answer does not
specifically mention the restoration of the host.
While Daniel 8 deals specifically with the re-
storation of the sanctuary, Daniel 10-12 deals
specifically with the restoration of the host.

The prophet introduces his vision by saying:

“In the third year of Cyrus king of Persia a
thing was revealed unto Daniel, whose name
was called Belteshazzar; and the thing was
true, but the time appointed was long: and he
understood the thing, and had understanding
of the vision” (Daniel 10:1).
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The expression “time appointed was long” is
elsewhere translated a great conflict. The proph-
ecy relates a long, desperate struggle on the part
of God’s people against heathen powers. The
angel Gabriel says to the prophet:

“Now I am come to make thee understand

what shall befall thy people in the latter days:
for yet the vision is for many days” (Daniel
10:14).
Nothing could be plainer to designate the focal
point of Daniel’s last vision.

TrE Hice Points oF THE CONTINUAL
WARFARE AGAINST Gop’s ProOPLE,
Throughout the historical sketch of the strug-
gles between the king of the North and the king
of the South, God’s people remain in the focal
point of attention:

“And in those times there shall many stand
up against the king of the south: also the
robbers of thy people [the Romans] shall
exalt themselves to establish the vision; but
they shall fall. So the king of the north shall
come, and cast up a mount, and take the most
fenced cities: and the arms of the south shall
not withstand, neither his chosen people, [the
Jews] neither shall there be any strength to
withstand. But he that cometh against him
shall do according to his own will, and none
shall stand before him: and he shall stand in
the glorious land, which by his hand shall be
consumed. He shall also set his face to enter
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with the strength of his whole kingdom, and
upright ones with him ; thus shall he do: and
he shall give him the daughter of women,
[ Jerusalem—the comely woman] corrupting
her: but she shall not stand on his side,
neither be for him. . .. And with the arms of
a flood shall they be overflown from before
him, and shall be broken; yea, also the prince
of the covenant, [Christ] . .. Then shall he
return into his land with great riches; and
his heart shall be against the holy covenant;
fthe gospel] and he shall do exploits, and
return to his own land. . . . For the ships of
Chittim shall come against him: therefore he
shall be grieved, and return, and have indig-
ation against the holy covenant: so shall he
do; he shall even return, and have intelli-
gence with them that forsake the holy coven-
ant. [Those who forsook the purity of the
gospel fai