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MATTHEW 24-THE KEY
THAT UNLOCKS THE FUTURE

i. And Jesus went ouf, and deported frem the
temple: and his disciples came to him, for to shew
him the buildings of the templé.

2. And Jesus said unto them, See ye ‘not all these
things? Verily | say unto you. There shall not be
{efs here one stone upon driother, that shall not be
thrown dowi
The time will come when fthe entire earth sholl be
desolare. (Page 4,21,23)

3. And &s he sat upon the mourt of Olives, the
disciples came unto -him privately, saying, Tell us,
when shall these things be? and what shall be the
sign of thy coming, and of the end ?f H*:e‘world?
Jesus has given us definite signs of His coming on

of the end of the world {Page 1,22)

4. And Jesus answered and said vnto them, Taoke
‘heed that nb man deceive you, ]
But before He refurns, almost overmostering decep-

tions shall orise (Poge 6,7,17,18)

5. For inany shall come in my name, saying, | am
Christ; and shall deceive many.
Meny false doctrines shall be spread with: great suc-
cess by deceivers coming in thé ndme of Christ
(Page ‘ﬁr?:ia)

4. And ye shall hear of wars; and rumours of wars:
see that ye be not troubled: for all these things must
come to pass, but the end is nof yet.

As sin increases, wars and rumors of wars shall
greatly increase (Page 19,21)

7. For nation shall rise against nation, and king=
dom against kingdom; ond there shall be famines, ond
pestilences, and earthquakes, in diverse places.
In the lust days, lorge-scale international warfore
shall begin. Fomines, pestilence, and earthquakes
will become more frequent (Page 19,18}

8. All these are the beginning of sorrows.
Move and more these things shall increase until o time
of greot misery and trouble shall exist (poge 20).

g, Then shall they deliver you up to be affli»c#ed,
and shall kill you: and ye shall be hated of all
et for my name's sake,

Eoé?:speooprlney will be blamed for all these troubles,
and will eventually become the object of hotred and
persecution by all nations (Poge 5,20, 21)

10. And then shall many be offended, ond shall
betray one another, and shall hate one anather.
Becouse of this persecution, many shall renounce
sheir Bikle faith, and will betray their former brethren
{Page 20} .

11. ‘And many false prophets shall rise, and shall
deceive meny. }
Mony shall arise and shall seek to explain the couses
of the world-wide trouble with false doctrines
{Page 6,7,18)

12. And beceuse iniquity shall abound, the love of
many shall wax cold,
As a result of these fulse teushings, sin ‘ond trans-
gression of God's law will increase, until love ond
mercy sholl cease from ‘the wicked (Page 6,7,17)

13 But he that shell endure unto the end, the same
-shall be saved.

Only those who cling to God to the very end of that
great frouble will be saved (Page 15, 23)

14. And this gospel of the kingdom shall be Preuchead
in aff the world for a witness unto all notions; and
then shall the end come.

Spurred on by the persecution, the message of
the everlasting gospel will be preached to every
nation, and then human probation will close

(Page 12, 13, 21)

INSIDE THIS ISSUE:

Past, Present, Future of the Christian Church and her
struggle for wiclory - dark hove been her doys and
great hos been her apostasy. Bul o pure ond fingl
reformation will sacn be experienced by her.. let us
watch the developments thot leads to the Crisis then
Victory.

On the Mount of Olives Jesus gave the great master
prophecy of the destruction of Jerusalem and the .end
of the world

DEAR READER

The *contents of this publication are controversial,
and to many of you will Unintentionally dppear to be
antagonistic.  All of this muaterial wes written over
eighty years ogo, ond is token from the boock; The Greot
Controversy Between Christ and Satan, which the prophet~
ess of the Seventh-day Adventist chuich wrote especially
for distribution to the people of the whole world, Her
purpose in writing this book was to warn the entire world
af Th‘c ETTETng: cuﬁhﬁ'ﬂﬁ‘i"ss ‘M?.\l;c“\"\ wﬁu{é" E‘ar?’ng R+ 13 e,nd" T ﬂEﬁ'S
civilizotion of which you and | ore members,

No one enjoys hoving their equanimity disturbed. All
of us build for permanancy and for peoce of mind and for
security in the future. When someone tells us that we
are living in an uncertoin age, ond that many of our plans
for the future ond our security are useless and insecure,
we develop an antagonism in owr minds agoinst those who
beui the messege ruther thas sry 1o undsrsiond wnd roesan
it out. At most it should simply be passed ol zs sameone
elses idea, and a personal enmity should not develop. But
it has ever been the way of history that the bearer of bad
news s costigoted just os if he were the cause of the
news he brings. )

And so we wish that os you reod these poges, you
will keep these thoughts in the bock of your mind, and
will not allew your entagonism to develep or coler your
reading. In other werds, we would like you to read these
words os much as possible without bigs, ond accept it
simply us o messoge which is brought to you from o pro-
phet of God. This is our only purpsse in assembling this
material from the aoriginal book, and in here presenting it
te you, As we mention elsewhere, we would like to have
.Kou obtain the full book, and study in more detail what we

ave here tried o summorize or condense. {See Puge 11)
© - We believe that these words are truly prophetic, and
thut they fortell great calamities which .are coming upon
our roce, and explain why such events gre necessary in
the course of history., We helieve that in sending this to

“you we are doing you o favor, o neighborly oct, which will

enable yeu to sove yourself from the “‘wroth to come."
M we did not care for you, neighber, if we did net love
you os ourselves, we would net risk your anger ot dise
pleasure by sending this COMING EVENTS tablaid to you,
nor would we have gone tg such time, effort and expense
in doing so. .

You will probably be interested in reoding first the
messages on page NINETEEN of this tobloid, or perhaps
you would like to know more obout the human agent that
‘God used to author these words, found on poge ELEVEN.
We wish that you would ot least read these two areocs
and see if they are not interesting fo you, and provocative
te your thinking. .

And so please read these words carefully and calmly,
and at least be.informed as to what hes been predicted
in “your life, your neighborhood, your city and for your
whole world, If you are displeased, or. if you. choose not
to read further, there is no need to become angered. -Just
discard the material as if you had never seen it, Qur
intention hos enly been o make o friendly gesture, We
will never consider you our enemy, nor that you are nof
still our friend. You ore net on o mailing list and we
will net contact you again unless you contoct us. And,
neighbor, we will be glad to hear from you any time,

A CHALLENGE --
Open this newspoper 1o one of the sections that
especially interests you. Reod it and see if vou do
riot find answers to questions and problems which
have baffled you

15. When ye, thereiore, shall see the abomination
of desoletion, spsken of by Daniel the prophet, stand
in the holy place, (whoso readeth, let him understand, )
During that final warning, God’s people will
know and expldin the Roman abomination that is
able to desolate, or destroy, faith in God and
will know and explain how to stand in the holy
place of God (Puge 14,15,17) (Page 19,12,13)

16. Then let them which be in Judeda flee invo the
mountaing:
Following this time, God's people will flee to the
mountains for safety (Page 19,21)

17. Let him which is on the housestop not come
down fo take anything out of his house:

18. Neither let him which is in the field return
back to take his clothes..
Their formér interests ond possessions will be fors
saken; they will only carry with them their foith in
God (Page 19, 29)

19. And woe unto them that are with child, and to
them that give suck, in those days! :

20. But pray ye that your flight be not in the winter;
neither on the sabbath-day:
The specicl warning of Jesus for his followers
living in these last days is to guard cgainst
breaking the seventh-day Sabbath (Page 10,11,
15,17)

21.-For then shall be greot tribulation, such as
was not sirnice the beginning of the world to this time,
no, nor ever shall be,
Ar that time will come the greatest time of trouble
ever seen in human histery. {(Page 15,21}

22. And except those days should be shortened,
there should no flesh be saved: but for the elect’s
sake thase davs shall he shortened.

Except the Hdesolations und plagues of those days
should be shortened by the second coming of Christ,
none would survive. {Page 22)

23, Then if any man shall say unfo you. Lo, here
is Christ, or there; belisve if noi,

But before He does return, false rumors of *‘secref
comings' of Thrist will be heard, {Page 17)

24, For shere shell ariss fulse Cheists, and felse

prophets, and shgll shew -gréct signs sod wonders:
insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive
the very elect.
Finally Sotan himself shall appear on earth as
the returned Christ. The miracles, deceptive
power and lawless teachings of this false Christ
will be terrific (Page 17,18)

25. Behsld, | kave }oiJ you before.

26. Wherefore if they shall say unto you, Behold,

he is in the desert; go not forth: Behold, he is in the
secret chambers; believe it not.
Christ expressly wamns us - the false christ shall
appear to individuals ond' large groups all over
the world, but he will not be able to counterfeit
the single world-wide glory of Jesus' return
{Page 17,18)

97. For as the lightning cometh eut of the east, and
shineth even unto the west; so shall olso the coming
of the Son of man be.

When the true Christ returns, everyone will immediate-
Iy know it (Poge 17,23)

28, For wheresoever the udrcase is, there will the
eagles be gathered together. .

Just as surely as effect follows cause, just so surely
shall Jesus return fo put an end to sin (Poge 22)

29, Imimediately after the fribulation of those days
shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall Aot
give her light, and the stars shall fall from heoven,
and the powers of the heavens sholf be shaken:

The hedvens will be darkened and ‘shakened just be-
fore Jesus returns the second time (Puge 22)

30. And then sholl oppeor the sign of the Son of
man in hegven: apd then shall all the tribes of the
earth mourn, and they shall see the 56n of man com-
i:;g in the clouds of heaven with power and great

‘ofy-

Then will come the special sign of the Son of Mon
gPGge 21), and the nations ond races of earth will be
illed with terror ot the intense power ond glory of
Christ's appearance (Page 23)

31. And he shull send his angels with o great sound
of a trumpet; and they shell gather together his elect
from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the
other.

When Jésus returns, He returns for His own, and like
a mighty trumpet He shall cull His faithful ones to
Himself (Page 23) D
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THE BIBLE OUR SAFEGUARD

A MIGHTY FORTRESS

Are you acquainted with the only way
by which to safely detect error?

it is sate to read the Bible without an-
other man’s help; but is it safe fo read
it without prayer?

What led to the rejection of Christ?
Could we make the same mistake foday?
Which should be placed first - the Bible
or Church interpretation?

Many soy that. it doesn’t matter what
one believés as long as his life is right.
Is this true? What is it that mokes o life “right’?
Will ignordnce of the Bible excuse erro
=-or sin?

Do you enjoy reading your Bible?

Do you know how to study it?

Are you willing to trust yowr life to what
it says?

THE SCRIPTURES A SAFEGUARD L (593)

1o the Jaw and to the testimony, Ifthey speak not acs
cording to this word, it is beeause there is no light in
them,* Isaiah 8:20. The people of God are directed to the
Seriptures as thelyr safeguard against the influence of false
teachers and the delusive power of spirits of darkness,
Satan employs every possible device to prevent men from
obtaining a knowledge of the Bible; for its plain uiterances
reveal his deceptions, At every revival of God's work, the
prince of evil is aroused to more intense activity; he is
now putting forth his utmost efforts for a final struggle
against Christ and his followers,

THE GREAT DECEPTION IS JUST AHEAD

The last great delusion issoontoopen before us. Anti-
christ is to perform his marvelous works in our sight, So
closely will the counterfeit resemble the true, that it will
pe impossible to distingwsh between them except by the
Holy Secriptures, By their testimony every statement and
avery miracle must be tested,

ONLY THOSE FILLED WITH SCRIPTURE TRUTH
WILL STAND

Those who endeavor to obey all commandmentsof God
will be opposed and derided. They can stand only in God,
In order to endure the trial before them, they must under-
stand the will of God as revealed in his Word; they can
honor him only as they have a right conception of his
character, government, and purposes, and act in aceords
ance. with them. None but those who have fortified the
mind with the truths of the Bible will stand through the
last great conflict, To every soul will come the searching
test, Shall I obey God rather than men? The decisive hour
is even now at hand, Are our feet planted on the rock of
God’s: immutable Word? Are we prepared to stand firm
in defense of the commandments of God and the faith of
Jesusg? {594)

The events connected with the close of probation and

the work of preparation for thetimeoftrouble, are clearly
presented, But multitudes have no more understanding of
these important truths thaniftheyhad never been revealed,
Satan watches to catch away every impression that would
make them wise unto salvation, andthetimeof trouble will
find them unready. -

“hnd e humbled thee, and suffered fhee to hunger, and fed
thee with monng, which thou knewest not; neither did thy fathers
know;- that he might wuoke thee know thot mon doth nol live by
bread anly, but by every word that proceedeth out of the
mouth of the Lord doth man live."” Deuteronomy 8:3.

HWh , ithal sholl & young man cleanse his way? by taking
heed Vheref'ow:;mmng te m);r word.” Psalms 119:9 [lohn 17:17,
5:39.)

“For the word of God i quick, and powerlul, ond s@?r{:er
than any two edged sword, piercing even to. the dividing
asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, ond

4:72. )
N i ¢ knowing
Yesus answered and soidunto them, Yedo err, not ki

the scriptores, nor the power ot God. Maithew 22:29.

“The sower soweth the word...bul when they have heord,
Sutan cometh immediately, and foketh oway the word that
was sowi in their heorts.” Mark 4:14,15.

“My people are destrayed for lock of knowledge: because

thou host rejected knowledge, | will ofso  reject thee...seeing

| thou hast forgoten the low of thy God, | will also. forget thy
| children.” Hosea 4:6.

“Mow alf these things happensd unto them for ensamples:
and they are written for our admonition, upon whom the ends
of the werld ore come:” | Corinthians 10:11 (Romass 15:4.)

is a discerner of the ihoughts and infenis of the heork." Hebrews,

“And he said unio them, Full well ye reject the command-
ment of God, thot ye may kesp your own tradition.” Mark 7:9.

MULTITUDES DESIRE SIN RATHER THAN GOD

When God sends tomen warningssoimportant that they
are represented as proclaimed by holy angels flying in the
midst of heaven, he requires every person endowed with
reasoning powers to heed the message, The fearful judg.
ments denounced against the worship of the beast and his
image, Revelation 14:9-11, should Jead all to a diligent
giudy of the prophecies to learn what the mark of the beast
is, and how they are to avoid receiving it, But the masses
of the people turn away their ears from hearing the truth,
and are turned unto fables. The apostie Paul declared,
looking down to the last days, “The time will come when
they will net endutre sound doctrine,”® 2 Timothy 4:3.
That time hag fully come, The multitudes donot want Bible
truth, because it interferes with the degires of the sinful,
workd-loving heart; and Satan suppliesthe deceptions which
they love,

“THE BIBLE” ABOVE OPIMIONS AND CREEDS

But God will have 4 peeple upon the earth to maintain
the Bible, and the Bible only, as the standard of 4ll doc.
trines, and thebasis of all reforms, The opinions of learned
men, the deductions of science, the creeds or decisions of
ecclesiastical councils, as® numerous and discordant as
are the churclies which they represent, the voice of the
majority, — notone or all of these should be regatded as
evidence for or against any point of religiousfaith. Before
accepting any doctrine or precept, we should demand a
plain “Thus saith the Lord™ in its support.

“THE BIBLE”” ABOVE MEN AND ORGANIZATIONS (595)

Satan is constantly endeavoring to attract attention to
man in the place of God. He leads the people to Took te
bishops, to pastors, to professors of theology, as their
guides, instead of searching the Scriptures to learn their
duty for themselves, Then, by controliing the minds of
these leaders, he can influence the multitudes according
to his will.

CHRIST'S WARNINGS ARE FORUS

Christ foresaw fhat the undue assumption of authority
indulged by the scribes and Pharisees wouldnotcease with
the dispersion of the Jews, He had a prophetic view of the
work of exalting human authority to rule the conscience,
which has been so terrible & curse to the church in all
ages, And his fearful denunciations of the scribes and
Pharisees, and his warnings to the people not to follow
these blind leaders, were placed on record as an admoni-
tion to future generations.

CHURCH INTERPRETATION 1S PLACED' ABOVE THE
BIBLE

The Romish Church reserves to the clergy the right
to interpret the Scriptures. Onthe ground thatecclesiastics
alene are competent to explain God's Word, it is withheld
trom the common people, Though the Reformationgave the
Seriptures to all, yet the self-same principle which was
maintained by Rome prevents multitudes in Protestant
churches from searching the Bible "or themselves. They
are taught to accept its teachings as interpreted by the
church} and there are thousands who dare receivenothing,
however plainly vevealed in Scripture, that is contrary to
their creed, or the established teaching of their chureh,

IT i5 IMPOSSIBLE TO HONOR GOD BY ERRONEOUS
OPINIONS (597)

The truth and the glory of God are inseparable; it is
impossible for us, with the Bible within ourreach, to honor
God by erroneous opinions. Many claim that it matters
not what one believes, if his life is only right, But the life
is moulded by the faith, If light and truth are within our
reach, and we neglect to improve the privilege of hearing
and seeing it, we virtually reject it; weare choosing dark-
ness rather than light,

WE MUST KNOW FOR OURSELVES

God has given Us his Word that we may become ac.
quainted with its teachings, and know for ourselves what
he requires of us, When the lawyer came to Jesus with
the tnquiry, “What shall I do to inherit eternal life7?
the Saviour referred him to the Scriptures, saying, “What
/is written in the law? how readest thou?® Ignorance will
not excuse young or old, or release them from the punish.’
ment due for the transgression of God’s law, because there
is in their hands & faittiful presentation of that law and of is
principles and its claims, It is not enough to have good
intentions; it iz not enough to do what a man thinks is
right, Or what the minister tells him is right. His soul’s
'salvation is at stake, and he should search the Scriptures
for himself, However strong may be his convictions, how.
ever confident he may be that the minister knows the truth,
this is not his fourdation, He has a chart pointing out every
way-mark on the heavenward journey, and he ought not
to guess at anything.

It is the first and highest duty of every rational being
to learn from the Seriptures what is the truth, and then to
walk in the light. and encourage others to follow his e
ample. We should ‘day by day study the Bible diligently,.
welghing every thought, and ecomparing seripture with
s:z,rip(;uzwsit With divine help, we are to form our opinions
for ourselves, as we are to answer for ourselves before
God,

STUDY IT WITH PRAYER AND SINCERITY (599)

We should ekert al) thepowers ofthe mind in the study
of the Secriptures, and spould task the understanding to
comprehend, as far as mortals can, the deepthings of God;
yet we must not forget that the docility and submission of
a child is the true spirit ofthe learner, Scriptaral difficul.
ties ean never be mastered by the same methods that are
emploved with grappling with philosophical problems, We
should not engage in the study of the Bible with that self
reliance with which se many enter the domains of sclence,
‘But with 4 prayerful dependence upon God and 2 sincere
desire to lsarn his will, We must come with a humble and.
teachable spirit to obtain knowledge from the great I AM.
Otherwise, evil angels will 'so blind our minds and harden
our hearts that we shall net be impressed by the truth.

STUDY IT TO OBEY IT

Many a portion of Scripture which learned men pre-
nounee a mystery, or pass over as unimportant, is full of
comfort and instruction to him who has been taught in
the school of Christ. One reason why so many theologians
have no clearer understanding of God’s Wordis, they close
their eyes io truths which they do not wish to practice,
An understanding of Bible truth depends not so much on
the power of intellect broughttothe searchas on the single-
ness of purpose, the sarnest longing after righteousness.,

STUDY IT UNDER THE GUIDANCE OF THE HOLY
SPIRIT

The Bible should never be studied without prayer. The
Holy Spirit dlone can cause us to feel the importance of
those {liings easy to be understood, or prevent us from
wresting truths difficult of comprehension, It is the office
of heavenly angels to prepare the heart to so comprehend
God’s Word that we shall be charnied with its beauty, ad.
monished by its warnings, or animated and strengthened
by its promises, We should make the psalmist’s petition
our owns “Qpen thou mine eyes, that I mgy behold
wondrous things out of thy law,” Psalins 119:18,

STUDY IT THAT YOU MAY BE KEPT FROM SIN (600)

Temptations often appear irresistible because, through
neglect of prayey and the study of the Bible, one cannot
readily remember God’s promises and meet Satan withthe
Seripture weapons, But angels are round about those who
are willing to be taught in divine things; and in the time of
great necessity, they will bring to their remembrance the
yery truths which are needed, Thus “whentheenemy shall
come in like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord shall lift up a
standard against him.” Isaiah 59:19, . -

SEEK A DEEP AND LIVING EXPERIENCE (601)

We are living inthemost solemnperiodof this world’s
history, The destiny of earth®s teeming multitudesisabout
to be decided. Qur own future well-being, and also the
salvation of other souls, depends upon the course which we
now pursue., We need to be guided by the Spirit of truth,
Every follower of Christ should earnestly inquire, “Lord,
what wilt thou have me to do?® We need to humble our~
selves before the BLord, with fasting and prayer, and to
meditate much upon his Werd, especially upon the scenes
of the Judgment. We should now seek a deep and living
experience in the things of God., We have not a moment
to lose, Events of vital impertance are taking place around
us; we are on Satan’s enchanted ground, Sleep not, sen-
tinels of God; the fog is lurking near, ready at any moment,
should you become lax and drowsy, to spring upon you
‘and make you his prey.

WHEN THE TEST COMES (602)

Wien the testing time shall come, those whohave made
God's Word their rule of life will be revealed, In surmmer
there is no noticeable difference between evergreens and
other trees; but when the blasts of winter come, the ever.
greens remain unchanged, while othertreesare strippedof
their foliage. §o the false-hearted professor may not now
be distinguished from the real Christian, but the time is
just upon us when the difference will be apparent. Let
opposition arise, let bigotry and intelerance again bear
sway, let persecution be kindled, and the half-hearted and
hypoeritical will waver and yield the faith; but the true
Christian will stand firm as a rock, his faith stronger,
his heope brighter, than in days of prosperity.

We invite you te wrile to the publishers
of this journal for additional
information on this subject.

ft will be sent fo you free of chorge.
Adventist Loyworkers, Incol ed

Sumnvit 92387
Lolifornie
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" THE ORIGIN OF EVIL

SIN - A MYSTERY TO MANY  (543)

To many minds the origin of sin and the reason for
its existence are a spurce of great perplexity, They see
the work of evil, with #& terrible results of woe and
‘desolation, and they question how all this can exist under
the sovereignty of One who is infinite in wisdom, in
power, and in lgve, Here isa mystery of which they find
no explanation, And in their uncertainty and doubt they
are blinded to truths plainly revealed in God’s word and
‘¢gsentlal fo salvation. There are those who, in their
inguiries concerning the existence of sin, endeavor to
search into that which God has never revealed; hence
‘they find no solution of thelr difficulties; and such as
_are gctusted by a disposition to doubt and cavil seize upon
this as an excuse for rejecting the words of Holy Writ.-
Others, however, fail of 2 satisfactory understanding of
the great problem of eyil, from the fact that tradition
and misinterpretation have obscuved the teaching of the
Bible concerning the character of God, the nature of
His government, and the principles of Hisdealing with sin,

It is impossible to so explain the origin of sin as fo
give 2 reason for its existence, Yet enough may be unders
stood coneerning both the origin and the final disposition
of sin to make fully manifest the justice and benevolence
of God in all His dealings with evil. Nothing is more

plainly taught in Seripture than that God was inno wise -

responsible for the entrance of sin: that there wasno
arbitrary withdrawal of divine grace, no deflciency in
the divine government, that gave occasion for the uprising .
of rebellion. 8in is an intruder, for whose presence no
regason ean be given, It is mysterious, unaccountable;
to excuse it is fo defend i, Could excuse for it be found,
or cause be shown for its existence, it would cease to
be sin, Our only definition of sin is that given in the word
2of God; it is “the transgression of the lawy”" it is the
cutworking of a principle at war with the great law of love
which is the foundation of the divine governinent,

Before the entrance of evil there was peace and joy
throughout the universe, All was in perfect harmony with
the Creator’s will, Love for God was supreme, love for
one another impartial, , . «

SIN BEGINS IN HEAVEN (493)

But there was one that chose to pervert this fresdom,
Sin originated with him who, next to Christ, had been
most honored of God and who stood highest in power ana
glory dmong the inhabitants of heaven, Before his fall,
Lucifer was first of the covering cherubs, holy and un.
defiled, “Thus saith the Lord God: Thou sealest up the
sutn, full of wisdom, and perfect in beduty, Thou hast
been in Eden the garden of God: every precious stone
was thy covering,”” *Thou art the anointed cherub that
covereth; and I have set thee so: thou wast upon the holy
mountain of Gody; thou hast wilked up and down inthe
midst of the stones’of fire, Thou wast perfect in thy ways
from the day that thouw wast created, till iniguity was
found in thee,”” Ezekiel 28:12.15, sw»

Leaving his place in the immediate presence of God,
Laeifer went forth to diffnse the spirit ofdiscontent among
the angels., Working with mysterious secrecy, and for a
time concealing his real purpose under an appearance of
reverence for God, he endeavored to excite dissatisface
tion concerning the laws that governed heavenly beings,
intimating that they imposed an unnecessary restraint,
Since their natures were holy, he urged that the angels
should obey the dictates of their own will,

He sought to create sympathy for himself by répre.
genting that God had desalt'unjustly with him in bestowing
supreme bouor upon Christ, He ¢laimed that in aspiring
to greater power and honor he was not giming at selfe
exaltation, but was seeking to secure lberty for all the
inhabitants of heaven, that by this means they might
attain to a higher state of existence, ‘

God in His great mercy bore long with Lucifer, He
was not immediately degraded from his exalted station
when he first indulged the spirit of discontent, nor even
when he began to present his false claims before the loyal
angels. Long was he retained in heaven, Again and again
he was offered pardon on condition of repentance and sibe
mission. Such efforts as only infinite love and wisdom
could devise were made to convince him of his error,
The spirit of discontent had pever before been Known in
heaven, Lucifer himself did not at first see whither he
was drifting; he did not understand the real nature of his
feelings. But as hisdissatisfaction was provedto be without
cauge, Lucifer was convinced that he was in the wrong,
that the divine elaims were just, and that he ought to
acknowledge them as such beforeall heaven, Had he done
this, he might have saved himself and many angels, He
had not a4 this time fully cast off his allegiance to God,
Though he had forsaken his position as eovering cherub,
yet i he had been willing to return to God, acknowledging
the ‘Creator’s wisdom, and satisfied to fill the place ap-
pointed him in God’s great plan, he would have been reins
stated in his office, But pride forbade him to submit, He
persistently defendedhis own course, maintainedthathe had
no need of repentance, and fully committed himself, in the
great controversy, against his Maker, . . .

THE DECEIVER UNMASKED (498)

Satan had claimed from the first that he was not In
rebellion. The whole universe must see the decelver ugs
masked,

Even when it was decided that he could ne longer
remain in heaven, Infinite Wisdom did not destroy
Satan. Since the service of love can dlene be ag-
ceptable to God, the allegiance of his crediures must
fest upon o conviction of His {ustice and benevolence.
The inhabitonts of heaven and of other worlds, being
wnprepared to comprehend the noture or consequences
of sin, could not then have seen the justice ond

‘mercy of God in the destruction of Safan. Haod he been

immediately blotted from existence, they would hove
gserved God from fear rother than from love, The in=
fluence. of the deceiver would not bhave been fully
destroyed, nor would the spirit of rebellion have been
utterly eradicated. Evil must he permitied fo come to
moturity. For the good of the entire universe through
ceaseless ages Satan must more fully develop his
principles, thot his chorges ogoinst the divine govs
ernment might be seen in their true light by all
created beings, that the justice and mercy of God ond
the, immutobility of His law might forever be ploced
beyond all qoestion, » ¢ o (500)
The same spirit that prompted rebeilioninheaven still
inspires rebellipn on earth, Satan has continued with men
the same policy which he pursued with the angels, His
spirit now relgos in the children of disobedience, Like
him they seek to break down the restraints of the law of
God and promise men lHberty through transgression of its
precepts, Reproof of sin still arcuses the spirit of hatred
and registance. When God’s messages of warning are
brought home to the consclence, Satan leads mento justify
themselves #nd to seek the sympathy of others in their
course of sin, Instead of correcting their errors, they
exelte indignation against the reprover, as if he were the
sole cause of difficulty. From the days of righteous Abel
to.our own time such isthe spirit which has been displayed
toward those who dare to-conrdemn sin, :

GOD’S CHARACTER MISREPRESENTED

By tne same misrepresentztion of the character of God
8 l;e_hgd, practiced in heaven, eausing Himto be regarded
is Severe and fyrannigal, Satan induced manio sin, And
having siucceeded thus far, he declared that God's unjust
restrietions had led to man’s fall, as they had led to his
own rebellion, , | 4 {501)

When the great sacrifice had been consummated,
Christ ascended on high, refusing the adoration of angels
until He had presented the requests “I will that they also,
whom Thou hast given Me, be with Me where I am.”
John 17:24, Then with inexpressible love and power came
forth the answer from the Father’s thrones #Let all the
dangels of God worship Him.” Hebrews 1:6, Not a stain
rested upon Jesus, His humiliation ended, His sacrifice
completed, there was given unto Him a name that is above
every name.

SATAN A MURDERER (503)
Now the guilt of Satan stood forth without excuse, He

had revealed his true characteras a liar and @ murderer,

It was seen that the very same spirit with which he ruled
the children of men, who were under his power, he would
have manifested had he been permitted to control the
inhabitants of heaven, He hadelaimed that the transgression
of God’'s law would bring liberty and exaltation; but it was
seen to result in bondage and degradation. , . , .

In the final execution of the judgment it will be seen

that no cause for sin exists. When the Judge of all the

earth shall demand of Satan;, *“Why hast thou rebelled
against. Me, and robbed Me of the subjects of My kinds
dom?" the originator of evil ean render no excuse, Every
mouth will be stopped, and all the hosis of rebellion will
be speechless.

WHAT CALVARY REVEALS!

The cross of Calvary, while #t declares the law ime
mutable, proclaims to the universe that the wages of sin
is death, In the Saviour's expiring cry, “It is finished,*
the death kvell of Satan was rung. The great contréversy
whieh had been sp long inprogress wag then decided, and
the final eradication of evil was made certain, The Son of
God passed through the portals of the tomb, that “through
death He might destroy him that had the power of deaih,
that is, the devil.” Hebrews 2:14,

In the contest betweenChristand Satan, during the Savs
iour’s earthly mindstry, the character ofthe great decelver
was unmasked, Nothing could so effectually haye upropted
Satan frora the affections of the heavenly angels and the
whole loysl universe as did his cruel warfare upon the
world’s Redeemer, The daring blasphemy of his demand
that Christ should pay him homage, his presumptuous
boldness in bearing Him to the mountain summit and the
pinnacle of the temple, the malicious intent betrayed in
urging Him to cast Himself down from the dizzy height,
the unslesping malice that bunted Him fromplaceto place,
inspiring the heartsof priestsand people to reject His Jove,
and at the last fo ery, “Crucify Him! crucify Himi’—all
this excited the amazement and Indignationofthe universe,

It was Satan that prompted the world’s rejection of
Christ. The prince of evilexerted allhispower and cunning
to destroy Jesus; for he saw that the Saviour’s merey and
love, His compassion and pitying tenderness, were repe

~“regsenting to the world the character of God, Satan cons

tested every claim put forth by the Sonof God and emiployed
men as his agents to il the Saviour®s life with suffering
and. sorrow, The sophistry and falsehood by which he had
sought to hinder the work of Jesus, the hatred manifested
throygh. the ehildren of discbedience, his cruel accusations
againgt Him whose life was one of unexanipled goadness,
all. sprang from deep-sested revenge, The pent-up fires.
of envy snd malice, hatred and revenge, burst forth on
Calvary sgalnst the Son of God, while all heaven gazed
upon the seene in sil_ent hortor,

SIN COMES TO EARTH (531)

With the earliest history of man, Satan began his
efforts to deceive pur race, He who had incited rebellion
in heaven desired to bring the inhabitants of the eatth to
unite with him in his warfare sgaiust the government of
God, Adam and Eve had been perfectly hiappy in obedience
to the law of God, and this fact was a constant testimony
against the claim which Satan had urged in heaven, that
God's law was oppressive and opposed tothe good of His
creatures, And furthermore, Satan’s envy was sxcited as
he locked upon the beautiful home prepared forthe sinless
pair, He determined to cause their fall, thal, having .
separated them from God and brought them under his own
power, he might gain possession of the earth and heve
establish' his kingdem in opposition to the Most High,

Had Satan revealed himself in his real character, he
would have been repulsed at once, for Adam and Eve had
been warned against this dangerous foe; but he worked in
the dark, concealing his’ purpose, that he might more
effectually sceomplish hisobject. Employing ashis medium
the serpent, then a creature of fascinating appearaunce,’
he addressed himself to Eve; “Hath God said, Ye shall not
eat of every tree of the garden?”” Genesis 3:1, Had Eve
refrained from entering into argiument with the tempter,
she would have been safe; but she ventured to parley with
him and fell 4 victim to his wiles, It is thus that many are
still overconie, They doubt and argue concerning the res
quirements of God; and instead of obeying the divine
commands, they accept human theories, which but disgulse
the devices of Satan,

“*“The woran said unto the serpent, We may eat of the
fruit of the trees of the garden:t but of the fruit-of the tree
which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall
not- eat of &, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die, And the
serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely diey for ‘
“God doth koow that in the day ye eat thereof, then your
eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing
good and evily" Verses 2.5, He declared that they wotld
become like God, possessing grester wisdom than before
and being capable of 2 higher state of existence, Eve
vlelded to temptation; and through her influence, Admm
wis led into sin, They accepted the words of the serpent,
that God did not mean what He said; they distrusted their
Creator and Imagined that He was restricting their liberty
and that they might obtain great wisdom and exaltation
by transgressing His law, . , .

RESULT$ OF ADAM'S SIN (544)

In consequence of Adam’s sin, death passed upon the
whole human race, All alike go down into the grave, And
through the provisions of theplan of salvation, all are to be
brought forth from their graves, *There shall be a resirs
rection of the dead, both of the just and unjust;’* “for as
in Adam all die, even so in Chirist shall all be made
alive." Acts 24:15; I Corinthians 15:22, But a distinetion
is made between the two classes that are brought forth.
#All that are in the graves shall hear His voice, and shall
come forth: they that have done good, rito the resuryecs
ton of life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurs
rection of damnation,” John 5:28, 29 '

b0 w ¥

IF $IN WERE PERMITTED TO EXIST

Like the waters of the Flood the fivesof the great day
declare God’s verdict that the wicked are ineurable, They
have no disposition to subinitto divine authority, Their will
has been exercised in revolt; and when Iite is ended, it is
too late to turn the current of thelr fhotghts in thé ops
posite direction, too late to turn from transgression t
obedtence, from hatred to love, ’

In sparing the 1ife of Cain the murderer, God gave the
world an example of what would bethe result of permitting
the simer to live to continuea course of unbridied iniquity,
Through the influsnce of Cain’s teaching and example, muls
titudes of his descendants weré led into sin, until “the
wickedness of man was great in the earth?” and “every
imagination of the thoughts of bis heart was only evil
continually,” *“The earth also was corrupt before God, and
the earth was filled with viclence,”” Genesis 6:5, 11,

GOD MERCY MANIFESTED

In mercy to the world, God blotted out its wicked inie
habitants in Neah’s time, In merey He destroyed the cor«
rupt dwellers in Sodom, Through the deceptive power of
Batan the workers of iniguity obtain sympathy snd admiras
tion, and are thus coustantly leading others to rebellion,
It was 5o in Cain’s and in Noah’s-day, and in the time of
Abraham and Lot; it is so in our time, It is.in mercy to
the universe that God will finally destroy the rejectors
of His grace,
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WHEN GOD’S PROTECTION WAS WITHDRAWN

THE DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM A TYPE OF THE END OF THE WORLD

DOOM OF JERUSALEM FORETOLD (17

““If thou hodst known, even thou, at least in this
thy day, the things which belong unto thy peace! but
now they are hid from thine eyes. For the days shall
come upon thee, that thine enemies shall cast a trench
about thee, and compass thee round, and keep thee in
on every side, and sholl lay thee even with the ground,
and thy children within thee; ond they shall not leave
in thee one stone upon another; because thou knewest
not the time of thy visitation.” Luke 19:42-44.

F'rom the crest ofOlivet, Jesus looked uponJerusalem,
Fair and peaceful was the scene spread out before Him, It

was the season ofthe Passover, and from all 1ands the chil«

dren of Jacob had gathered there to celebrate the great
national festival. . 4«

WHY JESUS WEPT (18)

He, the Son of God, the Promised One of Israel, whose
power had conquered death and ealled its eaptivesfrom the
grave, was in tears, not of ordinary grief, but of intense,
irrepressible agony,

His tears were not for Himself, though He well knew
whither His feet were tending, Before Himlay Gethsemane,
the scene of Hisapproaching agony, The sheepgate also was
in sight, through which for centuries thevictimsfor sacris
fice had been led, and which was to open for Him when He
should be “brought asalambto the slanghter,” Isaiah 53:7,
Not far distant was Calvary, the place of crucifixion, Upon
the path which Christ wassoontotread must fall the horror
of great darkness as He should make His soul an offering
for sin, Yet it was not the contemplation of these scenes that
cast the shadow upon Himinthishourof gladness, No fore«
boding of His own superhuman anguish clouded thatunselfs
ish spirit, He wept for the doomed thousandsof Jerusalem
—because of the blindness and impenitence of those whom
He came to bless and to save, ,, . (19)

Had Israel as a nation preserved her allegiance to
Heaven, Jerusalem would have stood forever, the elect of
God, Jevemiah 17:21.25, But the history of that favored
people was a record of backsliding and rebeliion, They had
resisted Heaven’s grace, abused their privileges, and
slighted their opportunities, ., . . (20)

The hour of hope and pardon was fast passing; the cup
of God’s long-deferred wrath was almost full, The cloud that
had been gathering through ages of apostasy and rebellion,
now black with woe, was about to burst upona guilty
people; and He who alone could save them from their ime
pending fate had been slighted, abused, rejected, and was
soon to be crucified, When Christ should hang upon the
eross of Calvary, Israel’s day as a nation favored and
blessed of God would be ended, The loss of even one soul
is a calamity Infinitely outweighing the gainsandtreasures
of a world; but as Christ lopked uponJerusalem, the doom
of a whole city, a whole nation, wasbefore Him—that city,
that nation, which had once been the chosen of God, His
peculjar treasure. . . . @y

The Majesty of heaven in tears! the Son of the in-
finite God troubled in spirit, bowed down with enguish!
The scene filled oll heaven with wonder. That scene
reveals to us the exceeding sinfulness of sin; it
shows how hard a task it is, even for Infinite Power,
fo save the guilty from the consequences of trans-
gressing the law of God. Jesus, locking down to the
last generation, saw the world involved in a deception
similar to that which caused the destruction of Jeru-
salem. The great sin of the Jews was their rejection
of Christ; the great sin of the Christian world would be
their rejection of the law of God, the foundation of

His government in heaven and earth. The precepts of
Jehovaoh would be despised and set at nought. Millions
in bondage to sin, slaves of Satan, doomed to suffer
the second death, would refuse to listen to the words
of truth in their day of visitation. Terrible blindness!
strange infatvation! -« - To(24)

FORTY YEARS OF GRACE

For forty years after the doom of Jerusalem had
been proncunced by Christ Himself, the Lord delayed His
judgments upon the ¢ity and the nation, Wonderful was the
longssuffering of God toward the rejectorsof Hisgospel and
the murderers of His Son, . ..

The long-suffering of God toward Jerusalem only con.
firmed the Jews in their stubborn impenitence, In their
hatred and cruelfy toward the disciples of Jesus they re-
jected the last offer of mercy. Then God withdrew His
protection from them and removed His restraining power
from Satan and his angels, and the nation was left to the
control of the leader she had chosen, , . .

(30)

Not one Christian perished in the destruction of
Jerusalem, Christ had given His disciples warning, and alt
who believed His words watched for the promised sign.
“When ye shall see Jerusalem compassed with armies,”
said Jesus, “then know that the desolation thereof is nigh.
Then let them which are in Judea flee to the mountains;
and let them which are in the midst of it depart out.*
Luke 21:20,21., After the Romans under Cestius had
surrounded the city, they unexpectedly abandoned the
seige when everything seemed favorable for an ime
mediate attack. The besleged, despairing of successful
resistance, were on the point of surrender, when the
Roman general withdrew his forces without the least
apparent reason, But God’s merciful previdence was dir-
ecting events for the good of Hisown people. The promised
sign had been given to the waiting Christians, and now an
opportunity was afforded for all who would, to obey the
Savior‘s warning, . . .

{deliberate rejection and murder-of the Son of God.

thave gathered thy children together, even as a hen

“Titus found it impossible to check the rage of the
soldiery; he entered with his officers, and surveyed
the interior of the sacred edifice. The splendor filled
them with wonder; , ., .

After the destruction of the tempie, the whole city scon
fell into the hands of the Romans, The leaders of the Jews
forsook their impregnable towers, and Titus found them
solitary, He gazed uponthem with amazement, anddeclared
that God had given them into his hands; for no engines,
however powerful, could have prevailed against those stu-
pendous battlements, Both the city and the temple were
razed to their foundations, and the ground upon which the
holy house had stood was “‘plowed like a field,”” Jeremiah
26:18. In the slege and the slaughter that followed, more
than a milllon of the people perished; the survivors were
carried away as captives, sold as slaves,dragged to Rome
to grace the conqueror’s triumph, thrown to wild beasts
in the amphitheaters, or scattered as homeless wanderers
throughout the earth,

SELF-DESTRUCTION (35)

The Jews had forged thelr own fetiers; they had filled
for themselves the cup of vengeance, In the utter destruce
tion that befell them as a nation, and in all the woes that
followed them in their dispersion, they were but reaping
the harvest which their own hands had sown, Says the pro-
phet: “O Israel, thou bast destroyed thyself;” “for thou
hast fallen by thine iniquity.”” Hosea 13:9; 14:1, Their
sufferings are often represented as a punishment visited
upon them by the direct decree of God, It is thus that the
great decelver seeks to conceal his ownwork, By stubborn
rejection of divine love and mercy, the Jews had caused
the protection of God to be withdrawn from them, and Satan
was permitted to rule them according to his will, The .
horrible cruelties enacted in the destructlon of Jerusalem
are a demonstration of Satan’s vindictive power over those
who yield to his control, .. .

THIS AUTHOR ALSO WROTE

The destruction of Jerusdlem is a fearful and
solemn warning to all who are trifling with the offers
of divine grace and resisting the pleadings of divine
mercy. Never was there given a more decisive testi-
mony to God's hatred of sin and tc the certain pun-
ishment that will fall upon the quilty. GC 36

The whole world stands charged today with the

The word bears record that Jews and Gentiles, kings,
governors, ministers, priests, and people, == all clas-
ses and sects who reveal the same spirit of envy,
hatred, prejudice, and unbelief manifested by those
who put fo death the Son of God, -~ would act the
same parf were the opportunity gramted as did the
Jews and peaple of the time of Christ. TM 38

The Jewish nation was a symbol of the people of
all oges who scorn the pleadings of Infinite Love.
The tears of Christ when He wept over Jerusolem
were for the sins of afl time. In the judgments pro-
nounced upon Israel, those who reject the reproofs
and warnings of God’'s Holy Spirit may read their own
condemnation, DA 587

Christ saw in Jerusalem o symbol of the world
hardened in unbelief and rebellion, hastening on to
meet the retributive judgments of God. The woes of
a fallen race, pressing upon His soul, forced from
His lips that exceeding bitter cry. (O Jerusalem,
Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest
them which are sent unto thee, how often would |

gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye
would not! Mtt 23:37) GC 22

THE DOOM OF THIS WORLD

“Verily 1 say unto you, There shall not be left here
one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown down,”
Matthew 2432, (25)

With the overthrow of Jerusalem the disciples ase
sociated the events of Christ’s personal coming in tem-
poral glory to. take the fhrone of universal empire, to
punish the impenitent Jews, and to break from off the
nation the Roman yoke, The Lord had told them that He
would come the second time, Hence at the mention of
judgments upon Jerusalem, their minds reverted to that
coming; and as they were gathered about the Saviour upon
the Mount of Olives, they asked; “When shall these things
‘be? and what shall be the sign of Thy coming, and of the
end of the world?’* Verse 3, :

PROPHECY OF THE LAST DAYS

The future was mercifully veiled from the disciples,
Had they at that time-fully comprehended the two awful
facts—the Redeemer’s sufferings and death, and the
destruction of their city and temple—they would havebeen
averwhelmed with horror, Christ presentedbefore them an
outline of the prominent events to take place before the
close of time, His words were not then fully understood;
but thelr meaning was to be unfolded as His people should
need the instruction therein given, The prophecy which He
uttered was twofold in its meaning; while foreshadowing
the destruction of Jerusalem, It prefigured also the terrors
of the last great dav.... (36)

The Saviour's prophecy concerning the visitation
of judgments upon Jerusalem is to have onother ful-
fillment, of which that terrible desclation was but a
faint shadow. In the fate of the chosen city we may
behold the doom of o world that has rejected God's
mercy and trampled vpon His law. Dark are the records
of human misery that earth has witnessed duering its
long centuries of crime. The heart sickens, and the
mind grows faint in contemplation, Terrible have been
the results of rejecting the authority of Heaven. But o
scene yet darker is presented in the revelations of the
future. The records of the past, ~the long procession
of tumults, conflicts, ond revolutions, the “’batile of
the warrior . . . with confused noise, and gorments
rolled in blood’ (lsaich 9:5), --whot are these, in
contrast with the terrors of that day when the re-
stroining Spirit of God shall be wholly withdrawn from
the wicked, no lenger to hold in check the outburst of
human passion and satanic wrath! The world will then
behold, as never before, the results of Satan’s rule.
ers of Christ must tread the same path of humiliation,
reprooch, and suffering which their Moster trod. The
enmity that burst forth ogainst the world's Redeemer
would be manifested against all who should believe
on His name. ‘ '

GOD’S PEOPLE WILL BE DELIVERED (38

But in that day, as in the time of Jérusalem’s de-
structlon, God’s people will be delievered, everyone that
shall be found written among the living, Isaiah 4:3,

Christ has declared that He will come the second time to .
gather His faithful ones to Himself: *“Then shall all the

tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man
coming in the clouds of heaven with powerand great glory,

And He shall send His angels with a great sound of &
trumpet, and they shall gather together His elect from the
four winds, from one end of heaven tothe other,”” Matthew
24:30,31. ... 5

“Watch ye therefore,” are His words of admonition,
Mark 13:35, They that heed the warning shall not be left
in darkness, that that day should overtake them unawares,

- But to them that will not watch, *‘the day of the Lord so

cometh as a thief in the night,” I Thessalonians 5:25,

SUDDEN DESTRUCTION @7

Tne world is no more ready to credit the message
for this time than were the Jews to receive the Saviour’s
warning concerning Jerusalem, Come when it may, the day
of God will come unawares to the ungedly, When life is
going on in its unvarying round; when men are absorbed
in pleasure, In business, in tra{fic, in money-making;
when religious leadersare magnifylng the world’s progress
and enlightenment, and the people are lulled in a false
security—then, as the midnight thief steals within the
unguarded dwelling, so shall sudden destruction come upon "
the careless and ungodly, ‘““and they shall not escape.”
verse 3.... . ~AsHe warned His disciples
of Jerusalem’s destruction, giving them a sign of the ap.
proaching ruin, that they might make their escape; so He
has warned the world of the day of final destruction and
has given them tokens of its aporoach, that all who will
may flee from the wrath to come, Jesus declares: “There
shall be signs in the sun,and inthe moon, and in the stars;
and upon the earth distress of nations.”



CHRISTIAN LOYALTY IN THE FIRST CENTURIES

REVELATION,
CHAPTER 12

And there lgrenreﬂ a grest wonder in hea.
ven; a woman clothed with the sun, snd the moon
under her feet, and upon her head a crown of
twelve stars;

2 And she being with- child cried, travailing
in birth, and pained to be delivered.

3 And there appeared snother wonder i
heaven; and behold a great red dragon, b;i:g:;v;:

::imd ten horns, and seven crowns upen his

4 And histail drew the third part of the stars
of heaven, and did cest them to the ‘earib; and the
dragon stood before the woman which was ready to be
delivered, for to devour her ohild as soon ss it wis

rn.

5 And she brought forth a man child, whe
wak to rule all nations with & rod of iron: snd her
child was caught up unto God, and to his ‘throne.

6 And the wonign fled into the wilderness,
where:she hath a place prepared of God, that they
should feed her there a thoussnd two hundred gnd
threescore days.

7 And there was war in heaven: Michgel
and his angels fought apsinst the dragon; and
the dragon fought and his angels:

10 And I hesrd a lowd voite saying in
heaven, -Now is come ' salvation, end strength,
and the kingdom of cur God, and the power of
his Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast
down, which sccused them before our God day and
might. ) ;

11 And they overcame him by the blood of
the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and
they loved not their lives unto the death,

12 Theref joice, ye
that dwell in them, Woe to the inhabiters
carth and of the sea? for the devil is come down unto
you, having great wrath, because he knoweth that he
hath but a short time,

13 And when the dragon saw that he was
¢t untothe earth he persccuted thw woman which
brought forth the mun child.

i

and ye
of the

PERSECUTION RAGES (39)

When Jesus revealed to His disciples the fate of
Jerusalem and the scenes of the second advent, He foretold
also the experience of His people from the time when He
should be taken from them, to His relurn in power-and
glory for their deliverance, From Olivet the S8aviour beheld
the storms abouf to fall upon the apostolic chureh; and
penetrating deeper into the hiture, His eye discerned the
fierce, wasting tempests that were to beat upon His
followers in the coming ages of darkness and persecition,
In a few brief uiterances of awful significance He foree
told the portion which the rulers of this world would mete
out to the church of God. Matthew 2459, 21, 22, The follows
ers of Christ must fread the same path of humiliation,

reproach, and suffering which their Master trod, The -

enmity that burst forth against the world’s Redeemer’
would be manifésted against all whe should belleve on His
‘name,

The history of the early church testified to the fulfiils
ment of the Saviour’s words. The powers of earth and hell
arrayed themselves against Christ in the person of His
followers, Paganism foresaw that should the gospel
triumph, her temples znd altars would be swept away;
therefore she summonedher forcestodestroyChristianity,
The fires of persecution were kindled, Chrisflans were
stripped of their possessions and driven from thelr homes,
They “endured a great fight of afflictions.’’ Hebrews
10:32, They “had trial of cruel mockings and scourgings,
yea, moreover of bonds and imprisonment.” Hebrews
11436, Great numbers sealed their testimony with their
blood, Noble and slave, rich and poor, learaned and ignos
rant, were alike slain without mercy.

FALSELY ACCUSED (40)

These persecutions, beginning under Nero about the
time of the martyrdom of Paul, continued with greater or
less fury for centuries. Christizans were falsely accused
of the most dreadful crimes and declared to be the cause
of great calamities—faming, pestilence, and earthguake,
A they became the objectsof popular hatredand suspicion,
informers stood ready, for the sake of gain, to betray the
innoeent, They were -condemned as rebels against the
empire, 4s foes of religion, and pests to soclety, Great
mimbers were thrown to wild beasts or burned alive in
the amphitheaters, Some were crucified; others were
covered with the skins of wild animals and thrust into the
arena to be tora by dogs, Their punishment was often
made the chief entertalnment at public fetes, Vast muls
titudes assembled to enjoy the sight and greeted thelr dying
agonies with laughter-and applause,

HUNTED LIKE BEASTS

Wherever they sought refuge, the followers of Christ
were hunted like beasts of prey, They were forced to seek
concealment in desoldte and solitary places, “Destiute,
afflicted, tormented; (of whom the world was not worthy:)
they wandered in deserts, and in mountsins, and in dens,
and eaves of the earth,”” Verses 37, 38, The catacombs

cafforded shelter for thousands, Beneath the hills cutside

the city of Rome, long galleries had been funneled through
earth and rock; the dark and Intricate networkof passages
extended for miles beyond the city walls, In these Unders
ground retreats the followers of Christ buried thelr dead;
and here also, when suspected and proseribed, they found a

liome, When the Lifesgiver shall awaken those who have
fought. the good fight, many a martyrfor Christ’s sake will
come forth from those gloomy caverns,

Under the fiercest persecution these witnesses for
Jesus kept thelr faith unsullied, Though deprived of every
comfort, shut away from the light of the sun, making their
home in the dark but friendly bosom of the earth, they
uttered no complaint, With words of faith, patience, and
hope they. encouraged one arother to endure privation and
distress, The loss of every carthly blessing could not
foree them to renounce their belief in Christ, Trials and
persecution were but steps bringing them nearer their
rest and thelr reward, . 41

LOYAL UNTO DEATH

Like God’s servants of old, many were *fortured, not
accepting deliverance; that they mightobtain abetter resur-
rection,”” Verse 35, These cajledio mind the words.-of their
Magter, that when persecuted for Christ's sake, they were
to be exceeding glad, for great would be their reward in
heaven; for so the prophets had been persecuted before
them, ‘They rejoiced thal they were accounted worthy to
suffer for the truth, and songs of triumph ascended from
the midst of crackling flames, Looking upward by faith,
they saw Christ and angels leaning over the battlements of
heaven, gazing upon- them with the deepest interest and
regarding their steadfastness with approval, A voice came
down to them from the throne of God: ¢‘Be thou faithful
unte death, and I will give thee a crown of Iife,”” Revelds
tion 2410,
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In vain were Saton's efforts fo destroy the church
of Christ by vielence. The greot controversy in which
the disciples of Jesus yielded up their lives did not
ceuse when these faithful standard-bearers fell attheir
post. By defeat they conquered. God's workmen
were slain, but His work went sreadily forward. The
gospel continued to spread and the number of its ade
herents te increases It penetrated info regions that
were inaccessible even to the eagles of Rome. Suid a
Christion, exposfulating with the heathen rulers who
were urging forward the persecution: You may “kill
us, torture us, condemn us, . . . Your injustice is the
proof that we ore innocent. « . . Nor does your cruelty
.+ » avail you,'” It was but a stronger invitation te
bring others to their persuasion. **The oftener we are
mown down by you, the more in number we grow; the
blood of Christians is seed.’” «Tertullion, Apclogy,
paragraph 50.

Thousands were imptisoned ond slain, but others
sprang up to fill their places. And those whe were
mortyred for their faith were secured to Christ and

. accounted of Him as congquerors, They hod fought the

good fight, and they were to receive the crown sfglery
when Christ should come. The sufferings which they
endured brought Christions near®r to one anéther and
to their Redeemer. Their living example and dying
tesfimony were o constant witness for the truth; and
where least expected, the subjects of Satan were
leaving his service and enlisting under the bonner of

Christ. (42)

COMPROMISE

Satan therefore laid his plans to war more succeSss
fully agalnst the government of God by planting kis banner
in the Christian chureh, If the followers of Christ could
be deceived and led to displease God, then their strength,
fortitude, and firmness would fail, and they would fall an
€3Sy prey,

The great adversary nowendedvored to gatn by artifice
what he had falled to secure by force, Persecution ceased,

- and in its stead were substituted the dangerousallurements

of temporal prosperity and wordly honor, Idolaters were
led to recelve a part of the Christian faith, while they res
jected other essential iruths, Theéy professed to accept

Jesus as the Son of God and to believe in His death and

resurrection, but they had no conviction of sih and felt no
need of repentance or of a change of heart. With some
concesslons on thelr part they proposed that Christians
should make eoncessions, that all might unite on the plats
form of belief in Chyist,

THE CHURCH IN PERIL

Now the chureh was infearful peril. Prison, torture,
fire, and sword were blessings in comparison with this,
Some of the Christians stood firm, declaring that they
could make no compromise, Others were in favor of
yielding or modifying some features of their faith and
uniting with those who had accepted a part of Christlanity,
urging that fhis might be the means of their full convers
sion, That was a time of deep anguish to the faithful
followers 6fChrist, Undera cloak of pretended Chiristianity,
Satan was Insinuating himself intp the church, to corrupt
thelr falth and furn their minds from the word of truth,

Most of the Christians at last consentedtolower their
standard, and a union was formed between Christianity
and paganism. Although the worshipers of idols professed
to be converted, and united with the chureh, they stiil
clung to their idelatry, only changing the objects of thelr
worship to images of Jesus, and even of Mary and the
saints, The foul leaven of idolatry, thus brought into the
church, continued its baleful work, Unsound doctrines,
superstitious rites, and idolatrois ceremonfes were ine
corporated into her faith and worship, As the followers of
Christ united with idolaters, the Christian religibnbecame
eorriupted, and the church lost herpurity and power, There
were some, however, who were not misled by these de-
lusions. They still maintained their fidelity to the Author
of truth and worshiped God aloné,
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FORETOLD BY PAUL (49)
The apostle Paul, in his second letter to the Thessa-
lonians, foretold the great apostasy which would resuit in
the establishment of the papal power, He declared that
the day of Christ should ndtcome, *“except there come 2
falling away first, and that man of sinbe revealed, the son
of perdition; who opposeth and exalteth himself above all
_that is called God, or that is worshiped; so that he as God
sitteth in the temple of God, showing himself that he is-
.God.” And furthermore, the dpostle warns his brethren
that ““the mystery of iniquity doth already work,” 2 Thes
salonians 2:3, 4, 7. Even at that early date he saw, creep.
ing into the church, erroys that would prepare the way
for the development of the papacy. ...

WORLDLY CONFORMITY & COMPROMISE

Little by little, at first in stealth and silence, and
then more openly as it increased in strength and gained
control of the minds of men, “the mystery of iniquity”
carried forward its deceptive and blasphemous. work,
Almost imperceptibly the customs of heathenism found
their way into the Christian church, The spirit of com-
promise and conformity was restrained for a time by the
fierce persecutions which the church endured under
paganism, But as persecution ceased, and Christianity
entered the courts and palaces of kings, she laid aside the
humble simplicity of Christ and His apostles for the pomp
and pride of pagan priests and rulers; and in place of the
requirements of God, she substituted human theories and
traditions. The nominal conversion of Constantine, in
the early part of the fourth century, caused great rejolcing;
and the world, cloaked with a form of righteocusness,
walked into the church, Now the work of corruption
rapidly progressed. Paganism, while appearing to bevan-
quished, became the conqueror, Her spirit controlled the
church, Herdoctrines, ceremonies, and superstitions were
incorporated into the faith and worship of the professed
. followers of Christ.

2

THE GRE

MASTERPIECE OF SATAN’S POWER (50)

. This compromise between paganism and Christianity
resulted in the development of *the man of sin’’ foretold
in prophecy as opposing and exalting himself above God,
That gigantic system of false religion is a2 masterpiece
of Satan’s power — 32 monument of his efforts to seat
himself upon the throne to rule the eartn according to his
Willy o o &

To secure worldly gains and honors, the church was
led to seek the favor and support of the great men of
earth; and having thus rejected Christ, she was induced to
ﬁ,eld allegiance to the representative of Satan-— the bishop

Home, :

It is ope of the leading doctrines of Romanism that the
pope is the visible head of the universal church of Christ,

invested with supremse authority over bishops and pastors

in all parts of the world. Morethan this, the pope bas been
given the very titles of Deity. He styles himself *“Lord
God the Pope, assumes infallibility, and demands that all
men pay him homage. Thusthesame claim urged by Satan

in the wilderness of temptation is still urged by him through.

the Church of Rome, and vast numbers are ready to yleld
him homage, .o .

The doctrine of papal supremacy is directly opposed

10 the teachings of the scriptures, The pope can have no

power over Christ’s church except by usurpation,.

Romanists have persisted in bringing against Protest-
ants the charge of heresy and willful separation from the
true church, But these accusations apply rather to thems.
selves, They are the ones who laid down the banner of
Christ and departed from “the fajth which was once deliv
ered unto the saints.’ Jude 3,.,.
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CHAPTER 7

IR' the first year of B&l-sh#z'zar king
«- A of Bab'y-ion Din'iel had a dream
. and visions of his head upon his bed:
then he wrote the dream, and told Py,
the sum of the matters, e "2

it
i i,

2 Dan’iel spake and said, I saw in
my vision py night, and, behold, the
four winds'ef the heaven strove upon
the great sea?

3 And four great beasts came upfrom
the sea, diverse’one from another,

4 The first was like a lion, and had’

eagle’s wings : 1 beheld till the wings

" thereof were plucked, and it was’

lifted up from the earth, and made’
stand upon the feet as a man, and a-

"5 And behold another beast, a Sec-
ond, like to a bear, and it raised up
itself on one side, and if had three
ribs. in the mouth of it between the
teeth of it: and they said thus unto
it, Arise, devour much flesh.

6 After this I beheld, and lo another,
like a leopard, which had upon the
back of it four wings of a fowl; the
beast had also four heads; and do-
minion was given to it.

7 After this 1 saw in the night vi~
sions, and behold a fourth beast,.
dreadful and terrible; and strong ex~
ceedingly; and it had great ironm
teeth:itdevoured and brake in pieces,
and stamped the residue with the feet
of it:and it was diverse from all the
beasts that were before it; and it had
Aen horns.

8 I considered the horns, and, be=
hold, there came up among them an-
other little horn, before whom there
were three of the first horns plucked
up by the roots: and, behold, in this
horn were eyes like the eyes of man,
and a mouth speaking great things.

17 These great heasts, which are
four, are four kings, which shall arise
~out of the earth.

18 But the saints of the most High

e, Man’sheart was given toit. .. .20-And of the ten Torss-that were

P
shall take the kingd

and p
the kingdom for ever, even for ever .
and ever, o

19 Then I would know the truth of
the fourth beast, which was diverse
from all the others, exceeding dread-
ful, whose teeth were of iron, and his
nails of brass; which devoured, brake
in pieces, and stamped_ the residue
with his feet; o=
in his head, and of the other which

came up, and before whom three fell;
even of that horn that had eyes, and

2 mouth that spake very great things,
gﬂhose look was more stout’than his ™

ows.

21 I.beheld, and the same horn
made war with the saints, and pre-
vailed against them;

22 Until the Ancient of days came,
and judgment was given to the saints
of the most High; and the time came
:lhat the saints possessed the king-

om.

23 Thus he said, The fourth beast
shall be the fourth kingdom upon
earth, which shall be diverse from all
kingdoms, and shall devour the whole
earth, and shall tread it down, and
break it in pieces.

24 And the ten horns out of this
kingdom areten kings thai shall arise:
and another shall rise after them;
and he shall be diverse from the first,
and he shall subdue three kings.

25 And he shall speak greaf words
against the most High, and shall
wear out the saints of the most High,
and think to change times and laws:
and they shall be given into his hand
until 2 fime and times and the di-
viding of time?

T GREAT APOSTASY

tHE SHALL..,THINK TO CHANGE
TIMES AND LAWS,?

ATTEMPTING TO CHANGE GOD'S LAW

The Bible would exalt God and place finite men in
their true position; therefore its sacred truths must be
concealed and suppressed, This logic was adopted by the
Roman Church, For hundreds of years the circulation of
the Bible was prohibited. The people were forbidden to
read it or to have it in their houses, and unprincipled
priests and prelates interpreted its teachings to sustain
‘their pretensions, Thus the pope came to be almost uni-.
versally acknowledged as the vicegerent of God on earth,
endowed with authority over church and state. ;

The detector of error having been removed, Satan
worked according to his wille Prophecy had declared
that the papacy was fo ““think to change times and laws,”
Daniel "%:25, 'This work it was not slow to attempt, To
afford converts from heathenism a substitute for the wor-
ship of idals, and thus to promote their nominal
acceptance of Christianity, the adoration of images and
reli¢s ‘was gradually iniroduced intothe Christian worship,
The decree of a general council findlly established this
system of idolatry. To complete the sacrilegious work,
Rome presumed to expunge from the law of God the second
commandment, forbidding image worship, and to divide
the tenth commandment, in order to preserve the number,

SABBATH SHIFTED TO SUNDAY

The spirit of concession to paganism opened the way
for a still furthexr disregard of Heaven’s authority,
Satan, tampered with the fourth commandment also, and -
essayed to set aside the ancient Sabbath, the day which
God had blessed and sanctified (Genesis 2:2, 3), and in
its stead to exalt the festival observed by the heathen
as *the venerable day of the sun,”’ This change was not
at first attempted openly, Inthe first centuries the true
Sabbath had been kept by all Christians, They were
jealous for the honor of God, and, believing that His law
is immutable, they zealously guarded the sacredness of
its precepts, But with great subtletySatan worked through
his agents to bring about his object, That the attention
of the people might be called to the Sunday, it was made
a festival in honor of the resurrectionof Christ, Religious
services were held upon it; yet it was regarded as a day
of recreation, the Sabbath being still sacredlyobserved. , .

) (53)

In the early part of the fourth century the emperor
Constantine- issued 'a decree making Sunday a public
festival throught-the Roman Empire. The day of the sun
was reverenced by his pagan-subjects and. was honored by

Christians; it was the emperor's pglicy to unite the Gom =~~~

flicting interests of heathenism and Christianity. He was
urged to do this by the bishops of the church, who,
inspired by ambition and thirst for power, perceived that
if it would promote the nominal aceeptance of Christanity
by pagans and thus advance the power and glory of the
church, But while Christians were gradually led fo regard
Sunday as posessing a-degree of sacredness, they still held
the true Sabbath as the holy of the Lord and observed it in
obedience to the fourth commandment,

The archdeceiver had not completed his work, He
was resolved to gather the Christian world under his
banner and to exercise his power through his vicegerent,
the- proud pontiff who claimed to be representative of
Christ. Through half-converted pagans, ambitious pre-
lates, and world-loving churchmen, he accomplished his
purpose, Vast councils were held from time to time, in
which the dignitaries of the church were convened from
all the world. In nearly every council the Sabbdth which
God had institutéd was pressed down a little lower, while
the Sunday was correspondingly exalted, Thus the pagan
festival came finally to be honored as a divine institu-
tion, while the Bible Sabbath was pronounced 2 relic of
Judaism, and its observers were declared to be accursed,



The great apostote hod succeeded in. exalting
himself “*above all that is called God, or that is wor-
shipped.” 2 Thessalenians 2:4. He hod dored to
chonge the only precept of the divine law that unmis-
takably peints all mankind to the true and living God.
In the fourth commondment, God is revesled as the
Creator of the heavens and the earth, and is thereby
distinguished from all folse gods. It wos os o memo-
rial of the work of crection that the seventh day wos
sanctified as o rest day for man. It wos designed to
keep the living God ever before the minds of men as
.the source of being and the object of reverence and
worship. Satan strives fo furn men from theirallegiance
4o God, ond from rendering obedience to His law;
‘therefore he directs his efforts especially againstthot
commondment which peints to God us the Creator.

Pretestants now urged thot the resurrection. of
Christ on Sundoy mode it the Christian Sabboth. But
Scripture evidence is lacking. Mo such honor wos
given 1o the doy by Christ or His apostles. The ob»
_servonce of Sunday as a Christion institution had its
‘origin in thot “*mystery of lawlessness’ (2 Thesso~
“lonians 2:7, R.Y.) which, even in Poul®s day, hod
begun its work. Where and when did the Lord adopt
this child af the popdey? —~ Whot valid reason con be
given for o chonge which the Scriprures do not sanc-
tion? L '

BITTER PERSECUTION (54

o the sixih century the papacy had become firmly
established, Bs seat of power wis fizred in the imperial
city, and the bishop of Rome was declared to be the head
over the-entire church, Paganism had given place tothe
papacy, The dragon had given to the beast “hls power,
. and. his seat, and great authority.”® Revelation 13:2. And
now began the 1260 years of papal oppression foretold in
. the prophecies of Daniel and the Revelation, Daniel 7:25;
Revelation 13:5-7, Christlans were forced to thoose
either to yield their integrity and accept the papal cere.
monies and worship, or to wear away their lives in dun-
geons, or suffer death by the rack, the fagol, or the
headsman®s ax, New were fulfilled the words of Jesus:
¥e shall be betrayed both by parents, and brethren, and
kinsfolks, and friends; and some of you shall they cause
to be put to death, And ye shail be hated of all men for
My name’s sake.” Luke 21:16, 17, Persecution opened
upon the falthful with greater fury than ever before, and
the world became a vast battlefield, For hundreds of
years the chureh of Christ found refuge in seclusion and
obscurity, Thus says the prophet; *The womanfled
into the wilderness, where she hath & place prepared of
God, that they should feed her there a thousand two
hundred and threescore days.” Revelation 12:8,

The accession of the Roman Church to power marked
the beginning of the Dark Ages, As her power increased,
the darkness deoepened. Failth was transforved {rom
Christ, the true foundation, to the pope of Rome. ...

Those were days of peril forthe churcheof Christ, The
faithful standard-bearers were few indeed, Though the truth
wasnot left without witnesses, yet at times it seemed that
error and superstition would wholly prevail, snd true
religion would be banished from the earth, The gospel
wasg lost sight of, but the forms of religion were multls
plied, andihe peoplewere burdened with rigorous exactions,

NATURAL IMMORTALITY - ETERNAL TORMENT

Many who professed conversion still clung to the
tenets of their pagan philosophy, and: not enly continued
its study themselves, byt urged i upon others as a means
,of extending their influence among the heathen, Serious
errors were thus introduced into the Christian faith,

- Prominent among these was the belief in man’s natural
immortality and his consclousness in death, Thisdoetrine
laid the foundation upon which Rome established the inve-
cation of saiits and the aderation of the Virgin Mary.
From this sprang alsothe heresyof eternaitorment for the
finglly impenitent, which was early incorporated into the
papal faith,

PURGATORY

Then the way was prepared for the introduction of
still another invention of paganism, which Bome named
purgatory, and ‘employed to terrify the credulous and
superstitious mulfitudes, By this heresy is affirmed the
existence of a place of torment, In which the souls of
such as have not merited eternal damnation are to suffer
punishment for their sins,and from which, whenfreed from
impurity, they are admitied to heaven.

" " The Scriptural ordinance of the Lord’s Supper.had
been supplanted by the idolatrous saerifice of the mass,
Papal priests pretended, by thelr senseless mummery, to
convert the simple bread and wine into the actual “body
and blood of Christ,” —Cardinal Wiseman,

POPE PIUS VI TAKEN PRISONER IN 1795
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THE INQUISITION {60)

In the thirteenth century was established that most
terrible of 811 the engines of the papacy = the Inquisition.
The prince of darkness wrought with the leaders of the
papal hierarchy, In their secret councils Satan and his

angels controlled the minds of evil men, while unseen in.

the midst stood an angel of God, taking the fearful vecord
of their inlguitous decrees and writing thehistory of deeds
too horrible to appear to human eyes. “Babylonthe
great?” was *drunken with the blood of the saints? The
mangled forms of millions of martyrs cried to God for
vengeance upon that apostate power,

Popery had become the world’s despot, Kings and
emperors bowed to the decrees of the Roman pontiff, The
destinies of men, both for tlme and for eternity, seemed
under his control, For hundreds of years the doctrines of
Rome had been exiensively and implicitly received, its
rites reverently performed, its festivals generally ob-
served, Its clergy were honored and liberally sustained,
Never since has the Roman Church attained to greater
dignity, magnificence, or power.

But “the noon of the papacy was the midnight of the
world.? —J.A, Wylie, The History of Protestantism.,

THE WALDENSES AND ETHIOPIA (577)

& striking illustration of Kome’s policy toward those
who disagree with her was piven in the long and bloody
persecution of the Waldenses, some of whom were ob-
servers of theSabbath, Others suffered ina similar manner
for their fidelity to the fourth commandment, The history
of the churches of Ethiopia and Abyssinia is especially
significant, Amid the gloom of the Dark Ages, the Christ-
ians of Central Africa were lost sight of and forgotten by
the world, and for many centuries they enjoyed freedom
in the exercise of their faith, Butat last Rome learned of
their existence, and the emperor of Abyssinia was soon
beguiled into an acknowledgment of the pope asthe vicar
of Christ. Other concessions followed. An edict was
issued forbidding the observance of the Sabbath under the
severest penalties. (See Michael Geddes, Church History
of Ethiopia’,pages 311, 312,) But papaltyranny soon became
a yoke so galling that the Abyssinians determinedto break
i from their necks, Afier a terrible struggle the Roman-

ists were banished from their dominions, and the ancient

By Parmitaios,
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fajth was restored. The churches rejoiced in their free.
dom, ‘snd they néverforgot the lesson they had learned
congerning the deception, the fanaticism, and the despotic
power of Rome. Within their solitary realm they were
content to remaln, unknown to the rest of Christendom,

{578)

The churches of Africa held the Sabbath as it was held
by the papal church before her complete apostasy, While
they kept the seventh day incbediencetothe commandient
of God, they abstained from iabor on the Sunday in con-
formity to the custom of the church., Upon obtaining
supreme power, Rome had trampled upon the Sabhath of
God to pxalt her owng but the churches of Africa, hidden
for nearly a thousand years, did not share in this apostasy.
When brought under the sway of Rome, they were forced
to set aside the true and exalt the false sabbatl; bat no
sooner had they regained fheir indeperdence than they
returned to obedience to the fourth commandment,

HISTORY TO BE REPEATED
These records of the past clearly revealibe enmity of

Rome towards the true Ssbbath and its defenders, and the

means which she employs to honor the institutnion of ber
creating, The word ofGodisachesthat these scenes are to
be repeated as paplsts and Protestants shall unfie for the
exaltation of the Sunday. » . « T

B : . (569)

‘The Romish Church, unitifg the forms of peganism
and Christianity, and, like paganism, misrepresenting the
character of God, hag resorted to praciices no less crusl
snd revolting, In the days of Rome’s supremacy there
were instruments of torture to compel assent to her docs
trines, There was the stake for those who would not con-
cede to her claims. There were massacreson a scale that
will never be known until revealed in the judgment.
Dignitaries of the church studied, under Satan their
master; to invent means {o cause the greatest possible

* torture and-not end the life of their vietim, The infernal

process was repeated to the utmost Hmit of human endure
ance, until nature gave up the struggle, and the sufferer
balled death as & sweet release,

Buch was the fute of Rome’s opponents, For her ade
herents she had the discipline of the scourge, of famishing
hunger, of bodily susterities in every conceivable, hearts
sickening form. To secure the favor of Heaven, penitenis
violated the laws of God by violating the laws of nature,
They were taught to sander every tle whichHe has formed
to blessand gladden man’s earthly sojourn, The churchyard
contains millions of victims who spent their Hves in vain
endeavors to subdue their satural affections, to repress,
as offensive to God, every thought and feeling of sympathy
with their fellew creatures.

THE RECORD OF THE PAST  (570)

If we desire to understand the determined ¢ruelty
of Soton, manifested for hundreds of yeors, not omon
those who never heard of God, but in the very heart q‘ng
throughout the extent of Christendom, we have only 1o
look ot the history of Romanism, Through this mam-
moth system of deception the prince of evil ochieves
his purpose of bringing dishonor to God ond wietched-
ness to mon. And os we see how he succeeds in dise
guising himself and oeccomplishing his work through
the leaders of the church, we moy better understand
why he has so greot antipathy to the Bible. I thot
Book is read, the mercy ond love of God will be re-
vealed; it will be seen thot He loys upon men neone of
these heavy burdens. All that He asks is o breken and
contrite heort, o humble, obedient spirit,

WHAT THE EXAMPLE OF JESUS REVEALS

Christ gives no example in His life for men ond
women to shut themselves in monasteries in order to
become fitted for heaven. He hos never taught thot
love and sympothy must be repressed. The Saviour's
heort overfrowed with love. The nearer manapproaches
to moral perfection, the keener ore his sensibilities,
the more acute is his perception of sin, and the deeper
his sympathy for the offlicted. The pope cloims to be
the vicar of Christ; but how does his character bear
comporison with that of our Saviour? Wos Christ ever
known to consign men to the prisen or the rack be-
cause they did not pay Him homoge us the King of
heaven? Was His voice heard condemning to dedth
those who did not accept Him? When He was slighted
by the people of o Somariton village, the apostle John
was filled with indignation, and inguired: *"Lovd, wilt
Thou that we commond fire fo come down from heaven,
ond consume them, even as Elias did?"" Jesus locked
with pity wpon Mis disciple, ond rebuked his horsh
spirit, saying: ““The Son of mon is not come to destroy
men's lives, but to save them.” Luke 9:54, 56. How
different from the spirit monifested by Christ is thot of
His peofessed vicar.

Pope ‘being carried through St. Peter’s Square to_the
basilica for the opening ceremonies of the Vatican Council IT.
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THE PROTESTANT REFORMATION

(61)

Amid the gloom that settled down upon the earth
during the long period of papal supremacy, the light of
truth could not be wholly extinguished. In every age
there were witnesses for God -« men who cherished
faith in Christ as the only mediator between God and
man, whe held the Bible as the only rule of life, and
who hallowed the true Sobbath. How much the world
owes to these men, posterity will never know. They
were branded os heretics, their motives impugned,
their charocters maoligned, their writings suppressed,
misrepresented, or mutilated, Yet they stood firm
ond from oge to age maintained their faith in its punty,
as a socred heritage for the generations fo come,

Mo church within the Iimits of Romish jurisdietion
‘was Iong left undisturbed in the eujoyment of freedom of
conscience, No sooner had the papacy obiained power than
she stretched out her arms to crush zllihat refused to
acknowladge her sway, and one after another the churches
submitted to her dominion, 2

GREAT BRITAIN (62)

In Great Britain primitive Christianity had veryearly
taken root, The gospel received by the Britons iii'the first
centuries was then uncorrupted by Romish apostasy, Per-
secution from paganemperors, whichexiendedeventothese
fareoff shores, was the only gift that the first churches
of Britain received from Rome, Many of the Chvistians,
fleeing from persecution in England, found refuge in Scote
land; thence the truth was carried to Ireland, and in all
these couniries it was received with gladness, . .,

'THE WALDENSES ~ (65)

The Waldenses.were the first of the peoples of Europe
to obtain a translation of the Holy Scriptures, Hundreds
of years before the Reformation they possessed the Bible
in manuscript in their native tongue, They had the truth
unadulterated, and this rendered them the special objects
of hatred and persecution, They declared the Church of
Rome to be the apostate Babylon of the Apocalypse, and
at the peril of their lives they stood up to resist her cops
ruptions, Whﬂe, under the pressure of longecontinued
persecution, some compromised their faith, little by little

yielding its distinetive principles, others held fastthe truth, -

Through ages of darkness and apostasy there were Wale
denses who denied ‘the supremacy of Rome, who rejected
image worship as idolatry, and who kept the true Sabbath,
Ynder the fiercest tempests of opposition they maintained
their faith, Though gashed by the Savoyard spear, and
scorched by the Romish fagot, they staad unﬂincmngix for
God®s word and His honor,

JOHN WYCLIFFE (80)

In the fourteenth eanmry arose in England the “morning
star of the Reformation.?®’
of reform, not for England alone, but for all Christendom,
The great protest against Rome whichit was. permitted bim
to utter was never to be silenced, That protest opened the
struggle which was to result in the emancipation of ine
dividuals, of churches, and of nationS. « « » (93)

God had appointed to Wycliffe his work, He had put the
word of truth in his mouth, and He set 2 guard about him
that this word might come to the people, His life was pros
tected, and his labors were prolonged, until a foundation
was laid for the great vmrk of the Reformation, « « «

‘HUSS AND JEROME (102)
Hitherto Huss had ‘stood alone in his labors; but now.

. Jerome, who while in England had accepted the teachings

of Wycliffe, joined in the work of reform, The two were
hereafter united in their lives, and in.death they were not
to be divided, Brillianey of genius, efoquence and learne
ing—-gifts that win popular favor——werepossessedm apres
eminent degree by Jerome; but inthosequalities which cone
-stitute real sirengih of character, Huss was thé greater,
His calm judgment served as a restraint upon the lmpvﬁn
sive spirit of Jerome, who, with true humility, pérceived

his worth, and yielded to his counsels, Under their united

labors the reform was more rapidly extended, :
- God permitted greaf light to shine upon the minds of

thése chosen ‘men, revealing to them.many of the errors
of Rome; but they did not receive all the light that was to

be given to the world,’ Through these, His servants, God
was leading the people out of the darkness of Romanism;
but there were mapy and great obstaclesfor them to meet,
and He led them on, siep by step, asthey could bear it

(129)

FOREMOST among thnse who were called to lead the
church from the darkness of popery into the light of a
purer faith, stood Martin Luther; Zealous, ardent, and de-
voted, knowing no fear but the fear of God, and aelmwl-
edging no foundation for religious faith but The Holy Scripe
tures, Luther was the man for his time; through him God
accomplished agreat workforthe refon(nauoa ofthe chureh
and the en!igbtenmem of the world,

Like the first beralds of the gospel, Luther sprang.

from the ranks of poverty. His early-years were spent in
the humble home of a German peasant. By daily toil as
a miner his father earned the means for his education, He
intended him for a lawyer; bntGod purposed to make him a3
puilder in the great temple that was rising so slowly
through the centuries, Hardship, privation, andsevergdis.

-mnmtmwmmmmwm

. Luthér for the important mission of his life, .e s

John Wycliffe was the herald

(125)

By a recent decretal an indulgence had beenpromised
by the pope to all who should ascend upon their knees
“Pilate’s staircase,” saidto have been descended by our
Saviour on leaving the Roman judgment hall and o have
been miraculously conveyed from Jerusalem to Rome,
Luther was one day deveoutly ¢limbing these steps,
when suddenly o voice like thunder seemed to say to
him: **The just shall live by foith.” Remans 1:17.
He sprang upon his feet and hostened from the place
in shame and horror. Thot text never lost its power
upon his soul. From thot time he saw more clearly
than ever before the fallocy of trusting to human
works for salvetion, and the necessity of constant
faith in the merits of Christ, + His eyes had been
opened, and were never again to be closed, to the delusions
of the papacy, When he turned his face from Rome he
had turned away also in heart, and from that time the sep.
aration grew wider, until he severed all connections with
the papal ehurchs . 4 .

THE FRENCH REFORMATION (212

In France, before the name of Luther had been heard

as a Reformer, the day had already begunto break, One of
the first to catch the light was the aged Lefevre, a2 man of
extensive learning, a professor in the University of Paris,
and 2 sincere and zealous papist. In his researches into
ancient literature his atlention was directed to the Bible,
and he inroduced its study among his students, ...

While Lefevre continued to spread the light among his
students, Farel, as zealous inthe cause of Christ as he had
been in that of the pope, went forth to declare the truth in
public, A dignitary of the chureh, the bishopof Meauxsoon
after united with them, Other teachers who ranked high
for their ability and learning joined in proeclaiming the
gospel, and it won adberents among all classes, from the
homes of artisans and peasants to the palace of the king,
The sister of Francis I, then the reigning monarch, ace
cepted the reformed faith, The king himself, andthe queen
mother, appeared for atime to regard it with favor, and
with high hopes the Reformers looked forward to the time
when France should be won to the gospel, « + s - (214)

CALVIN ' (236)

For nearly thirty years Calvinlabored at Geneva, first
to establish there a church adhering to the morality of the
Bible, and then for the advancement of the Reformation
throughout Europe,

From Geneva, publications and teachers went out to
spread the reformed doctrines, To this point the perse«
cuted of all lands looked for instruction, counsel, and ens
couragement, The city of Calvin became a refuge for the
hunted Reformers of all Western Europe, Fleeing fromthe
awful tempests that continued for centuries, the fugitives
came to the gates of Geneva, Starving, wounded, bereft
of home and kindred, they were warmly welcomed and
tenderly cared for; and finding a home here, they blessed
the city of their adoption by their skill, their learning,
and their piety, Many who sought here a refuge returned
to their own countries to resist the tyranny of Rome,
John Knox, the brave Scotch Reformer, not a few of the
English Puritans, the Protestants of Holland and of Spain,
and thé Huguencts of France carried from Geneva the
torch of truth to lighten the darkness of their native
1 ;mds. e

N SWEDEN, OLAF PETRI _  (249)

In the presence of the monarch and the lezﬂing men
of Sweden, Olaf Petri with great ability defended the doce
‘trines of the reformed faith against the Rbmishchampions,
He dec;lared that the teachings -of the Fathers are to be
received only when in accordance ‘with the Scriptures;

_that the essential doctrines of the faith are presented -
in the Bible in a clear and simple manner, so that all men

. may understand them. 'Christ said, “My doctirine is not
“Mine, but His that sent Me*’ (John7: XG),and Paul declared -

that should he preach any other gospel than that which he

had received, he would be accursed (Galatians 1:8), “How,
© then,’® said the Reformer, “shall others presume to enact -

_dogmas a& their pleasure, and impose them ‘as thmgs
necessary to salvation?’ — Wylie, b, 10,ch,4,

He showed that the decrees of the church are of no -

authority when in opposition 1o the commands ‘of God, -
ond moinioined the great Protestant principle that:
%the Bible and the Bible on!y" is the rure ‘of faith ond
prociice o » vu-

t L TYNDJ&LE (245)
WHILE i.uther \vas ‘opening aclosed Blb!etothe pecple

of ‘Germany, Tyndale was impelled by thé Spirit of God o

do the same for England, Wycliffe’s Rible had been transs
lated from the Latin text, which contained many errors,

It had never beenprinted, andthe ‘cost of manuscript copies

was So great that few but wealihy men or nobles could
procure it; and, furthermore, being strictly proseribed by
the ¢hureh, it had had a comparatively narrow circulation,
In 1518, a year before the appearance of Luther’s theses,
Erasius had published his Greek and Latin versionof the
New Testament, Now for the first time the word of God
was printed inthe origma;tungue.

A ‘diligent student and an earnest seeker for truth,
he had received the gospel from the Greek Testament of
Erasmus, He fearlessly preached his convictions, urging
that all doctrines be tested by the Scriptures, To the papist
claim that the church had giventhe Bible, and the church

alone could explain it, Tyndale responded: *Do you know

who taught” the eagles to find their prey? Well, that same
God teaches his hungry ‘children to fipd their Father in’
wie wnrd. Fat Imm haviug glvenus ﬁse&:riphtre% itis

you who have hidden them {romus; it is you who burn those
who teach them, and if you could, you would burn the
Scriptures themselves.”«—D'Anbxgne’ History of the Re:
Jormation of the Sixtesnth Century, b. 13 o, 4, (247

Tyndale was betrayed into the hands of his enemies,
and at one time suffered imprisonment for many months,
He finally witnessed for his faith by a martyr’s death;
bat the weapons which he prepared have enabled other
soldiers to do battle through all the centures even to our
time,

JOHN & CHARLES WESLEY (254

The fires of divine troth, well.nigh extinguished upon
the altars of Protesiantism, were to be rekindled from the
ancient torch handed down the agesbythe Bohemian Chrise
tians, After the Reformation, Protestantism in Bohemia
had been trampled out by the hordes of Rome. All who
refused to renounce the truth were forced to flee, Some
of these, finding refuge in Saxony, there maintained the
ancient faith, It was from the descendants of these Chris.
tians thal light came to Wesley and his associates,

Through long years of wearisome and comfortless
striving = years of rigorous self-denial, or reproach
and humiliotion -~ We ?ey had s'eoéfosﬁy adhered to
his one purpose of seeking God, MNow he had found
Him; and he found thot the grace which he had toiled
to win by prayers ond fusts, by almsdeeds and self-
abnegaﬁoa, was a gift, “without money and without

rice.”

g Once established in the faith of Christ, his whole
soul burned with the desire 1o spread everywhere a
- knowledge of the glarious gospel of God's free grace.
“I look upon all the world os my parish,’’ he said;
“in whotever part of it | om, | judge it meet, rlght,
and my bounden duty, to declare unto all thot are

willing to heor, the glod tidings of salvation.””

Mysterious ond trying wos the opposition which
these preachers encountered from the established
church; yet God, in His wisdom, had overruled events
fo cause the reform to begin within the church itself.
Had it come wholly from without, it would not hove
penetroted where it was so much needed. But as the
revival preachers were churchmen, and labored within
the paole of the church wherever they could find oppor-
tunity, the truth hod on entronce where the doors
would otherwise have remuined closed. Some of the
clergy were roused from their meral stupor and became
zealous preachers in their own parishes. Churches
thot had been petrified by formolism were quickened
inte life.

In Wesley's time, us in all oges of the church's
history, men of different gifts performed their oppoint-
ed work. They did not hermonize upon every point of
docfrme, but all were moved by the Spirit of God, and
united in the absorbing cim to win souls fo Christ, .

In answer to the claim that.at the death of Christ the
precepts of the Decalogue had been abolished with the
ceremonial law, Wesley said; ““The moral l1aw, contained
in the Ten Commandments and enforced by the prophets,
He did not take away, It was not the design of His coming
to revoke any part of this, This is a law which never can:
be broken, which ‘stands fast as the faithful witness in
heaven,” . . .This was from the beginning of the world,
being ‘written not on tables of stone,’ but on the hearts’
of all the children of men, whentheycame out of the hands
of the Creator, And however the letiers once wrote by
the finger of God are now in a great measure defaced
by sin, yet can they not wholly be blotted out, while we
have. any .consciousness of good and evil. Every part of
‘this law must remain in force upon all mankingd, and in
all ‘ages; as not depending either on time or place, or
any other circumstances liable to change, but on the
nature of God, and the nature of man, and their unchange
able relation to each other, . .'v - (26‘2)

"IN AMERICA - ROGER WlLLIAMS (293)

: Eleven years after the planting of the first colony,
Roger Williams- ‘came to the New World, Like the early
Pilgrims-he came to enjoy religmus freedom; but, unlike

them, he saw — what so-few in his time had yet seen —

.. that tEﬂs ireedom was the inalienable right of all, whate

.ever might be their creed, He was an earnest séeker for.
truth, with Robinson holding it impossible that allthe light
from God's word had yet been received, Williams “was
the first person in modern Christendom to establish civil
government on.the doctrine of the liberty of conscience,
the ‘equality of ‘opinions before the law.’’ — Bancroft, pt.
1, ch. 15, par. 16, He declared it 1o be the duty of the
magistrate to restrain crime, but never te control the
consecience, *“The pub}ic or the magistrates’ may ‘decide,”
he said, “what is due from man to'man; but when they ata
tempt to prescribe a man's duties to God, they are out of
‘place, and there can be no satety, for it is clear that if
the magistrate has the power, he may decree one set of
opinions or beliefs today ‘and another tomorrow; as has
been done in England by different kings andqueens, and by
different popes and councils in the Roman Church; so that
beli{at would become a heap of confusion,’ — Martyn,

The fundamental prmciple of Roger William?®s
coloxry ‘was *that every man should have liberty to Wors
ship God according to the light of his own conscierice,™
— Ibid., vol. 5, p. 354 pis Jittie state, Rhode Island, bes
eaine the asylum of the. oppressed, and it increased and
pxospered until its foundation princlﬂ.es—civﬂ and religs

,m ltberty——became the carnerseone; of the A.meﬂcun
: Repubnc. :
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THE GREAT ADVENT MOVEMENT

A greai religious owakening under the proclomas
tion of éhri,st's soon coming is foretold in the prophecy
of the first angel's message of Revelation 14. An
angel is _seen flying "*in the midst of heaven, having
the everlasting gospel to preach unte them that dwell
on the earth; ond to every notion, and kindred, and
tongue, and people.”’ "V{ith a foud veice’ he pro-
claims the message: *“"Fear God, and give glory to
Him; for the hour of His judgment is come: and wership
Him that mode heaven, ond earth, and the seq, ond the

. fountains of woters.”” Verses §, 7. {355)

Like the Great Reformation of the sixfeenth cen-
tury the advent movement oppedred in different coyns
tries of Christendom ot the sume time. In both Eurepe
and America men of faith end prayer were led to the
study of the prophecies, ond, tracing down the inspired
tecord, they saw convincing evidence that the end of
all things was af hand. In different lands there were
isolated bodies of Christions who, solely by the
study of the Seriptures, orrived af the belief thot the
Saviour’s udvent was neot. : {357)

An vpricHT, lonest-hearted farmer, who had been led to
doubt the divine authority of the Scriptures; yet who sin-
cerely desired to know the truth, was the man specially chosen
of God to lead out in the proclamation of Christ’s second com-
ing. Like many other refarmers, William Miller had in early
life battled with poverty and had thus learned the great les-
sons of energy and self-denial. L Em

“THE TWENTY-THREE HUNDRED DAYS' (325)

The prophecy which seerved most clearly to reveal the

time of the second advent was that of Dantel 8:14: “Unto two

thousand and three hundred days; then shall the sancruary
be cleansed.” Following his rule of making Scripture its own
interpreter, Miller learned that a day in symbelic prophecy
represents a year (Numbers 14:34; Ezekiel 4:6); he saw that
‘the period of 2300 prophetic days, or literal years, would
extend far beyond the close of the Jewish dispensation, hence
it could not refer to the sancruary of that dispensation, Miller
accepted the generally received view that in the Christian age
the earth is the sanctuary, and he therefore understood that
the cleansing of the sanctuary foretold in Daniel 8:14 repre.
sented the purification of the éarth by fire at the second com-
ing of Chzist. If, then, the correct starting point could be
found for the 2300 days, he concluded that the time of the
second advent could be readily ascertained, - ’
With: a. new and deeper earnestness, Miller continued the
examination of the prophecies, whole nights as well as days
being devoted 1o the study of what now appeared of such
stupendous unporiance and all-absorbing interest. In the
eighth chiaprer of Daniel he could find no clue to the starting
point of the 2300 days; the angel Gabriel, though commanded
to make Daniel understand the vision, gave him enly a par-
tial explanation, As the terrible persecution to befall the
‘church was unfolded to the prophet’s vision, physical strength
gave way, He could endure no more, dnd the angel left him
for a time. Daniel “fainted, and was sick certain days.” “And
I was astonished at the wision,” he says, “but none under-
sstood it.” ' : ’

Yet God had badden His messenger: “Make. this man to
understand the vision.” That commission must be fulfilled,
Jn obedience to it, the angel, some time afterward, returned to
Daniel, saying® *I am now come forth to give thee skill and
understanding;” “therefore understand the matter, and con-
sider the vision.” Danicl 8:7;7. 167 g:22, 23, 25-27. There was

one important point in the vision of chapter 8 which had been-

" left unexplained, namely, that relating to time—the period of

the 2300 days; therefore the angel, in resuming his explana-

tion; dwells chiefly upon the subject of time:

“Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon
thy Holy City. . . . Know therefore and understand, that from
the going forth of the commandment to: restore and to build
Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks,
and threescore and two weeks: the street shall be built again,
and the wall, even in troublous times. And after threescore
and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for Himself,
<+ « And He shall confirm the covenant with many for one
week: and in the midst of the week He shall cause the sacrifice
and the oblation to cease.” : :

The angel bad been sent to Daniel for the éxpress purpose
of explaining to him the point which he had failed to under-
stand in the vision of the eightl chapter, the statement rela-
tive to time—"unto two thousand and three hundred days;
then shall the sancwuary be cleansed.” After bidding Daniel
“understand the matter, and consider the vision,” the very
first words of the angel are: “Seventy weeks are determined
upon. thy people and upon thy Hely City.” The word here
trapslated “determined” literally signifies “cut off.” Seventy
weeks, representing 490 years, are declared by the angel to be
cut off, as specially: pertaining to the Jews. But from what
were they cut off? As the 2300 days was the only period of
time mentioned in chapter 8, it must be the period from which
the seventy weeks were cut off; the seventy weeks must there-
fore be a part of the 2300 days, and the two periods miust begin
together, The seventy weeks were declared by the angel to

 date from the going forth of the commandment to réstore and

build Jerusalem. It the date of this commandment could be
found, then the starting point for the great period of the 2300
days would be ascertained: “

In the seventh chapter of Ezra the decree is found. Verses

12-26; In its completest form it was issued by Artaxerxes, king
of Persia, 457 s.c. But in Ezra 6:14 the house of the Lord at
Jerusalem:is said to have been built “according to the com-
mandment [“decree,” margin| of Cyrus, and Darius, and

“Artaxerxes king of Persia,” These three kings, in originat-

ing, reaffirming, and completing the decree, brought it to the
petfection required by the prophecy 1o mark the beginning of
the 2300 years. Taking 457 8.c., the time when the decree was
completed, as the date of the commandment, every specifica-
tion of the prophecy concerning the seventy weeks was seen

_ to have been fulfilled.

“From the going forth of the commandment to restore and

“to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven

.3

weeks, and threescore and two weeks”—namely, sixty-ning
weeks, or 483 years. The decree of Artaxerxes went into
effect in the autumn of 457 s.c. From this date, 483 years
extend to the autumn of a.D. 27. (See Appendix,) At thattime

‘this prophecy was fulfilled. The word “Messiah” signifies

“the Ancinted One.” In the autumn of a.p. 277 Christ was
baptized by John and received the anointing of the Spirit

-The apostle Peter testifies that “Ged anointed Jesus of Naza-

reth with the Holy Ghost-and with power.” Acts 10:38. And
the Saviour Himself declared: “The Spirit of the Lord isupon
Me, because He hath anointed Me to preach the gospel 1o the

poor.” Luke 4:18. After His baprism He went into Galilee,
“preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God, and saying,

The time is fulfilled.” Mark 1214, 15. 7
HISTORIES CRUCIAL WEEK (327

“And He shall confirm the covenant with many for one
week.” The “week” here brought to view is the last one of
the seventy; it is the last seven years of the period allotted
especially to the Jews. During this time, extending from awp,
27 to &0. 34, Christ, at first in person and afterward by His
disciples, extended the gospel invitation especially to the Jews,
As the apostles went forth with the good tidings of the king-
dom, the Saviour’s direction was: “Go not into the way of the
Gentiles, and into any city of the Samaritans enter ye not: but

- go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” Matthew

10:5, 6,

“In the midst of the week He shall canse the sacrifics and
the oblation to cease.” In A, 31, three and a half years afrer
His baptism, our Lord was crucified. With the great sacrifice

offered uponv Calvary, ended that system of offerings which
for four thousand years had pointed forward to the Lamb of

. God.. Type had met antitype, and all the sacrifices and obla-
. tions of the ceremonial sysiem were there to cease,

The seventy weeks, or 490 years, especially allotted to the
Jews, ended, as we have seen, in 4.5, 34: Avthattime, through
the action of the Jewish Sanhedrin, the nation sealed its rejec-

¢ tion of the gospel by the martyrdom of Stephenand the perse-

cution of the followers of Christ. Then the message of sal-
vation, no longer restricted to the chosen people, was given to
the world. “The disciples, forced by persctution to flee from
Jerusalem, “went everywhere presching the ‘'word.” “Philip
went down to the city of Samaria, and preachied Christ unto
them.” Peter, divinely guided, opened the gospel to the cen
turion of Caesarea, the God-fearing Cornelius; and the ardent

Paul, won to the faith of Christ, was commissioned to carry

1810 YEARS

the glad tidings “far hence unto the Gentiles” Acts 8:4, 5:
23121,

Thus far every specification of the prophecies is strikingly
fulfilled, and the beginning of the seventy weeks is fixed
beyond question at 457 B.c., and their expiration in A.p. 4.
From this data there is no difficulty in finding the termination
of the 2300 days. The seventy weeks—4g0 days—having been
cut off from the 2300, there were 1816 days remaining,. -After
the end of 490 days, the 1810 days were still to be fulfilled.
From a.p. 34, 1810 years extend to 1844. Consequently the
2300 days of Daniel 8:14 terminate in 1844. At the expiration
of this great prophetic period, upon the testimony of the angel
of God, “the sanctuary shall be cleansed” Thus the time of
the cleansing of the sanctuary—which was almost universally
believed to take place at the second advent—was definitely
pointed out,

To William Miller mnd bis colaborers it wag given o
_preach the warning in Awerica. This country became the
cebter of the great advent movement, 1t was bere that the
prophiecy of the first angel’s message had its most direct
- fulfillment, The writings of Miller and his associates
were carried to distant lands, Wherever missiongries had
penstrated in a1l the world, were sent the glad tidings of
Christ’s speedy return, Far and wide spread the messuge '
of the everlasting gospel: “Fear God, and give glory to
1iim; for the hour of His judgment is' eome, ™

THE EFFECT OF THE MESSAGE (368)
The testimony of the "prophecies which seemed to
point to the coming of Christ in the spring of 1844 took
deep hold of the minds of the people, As the message went
from state to state, there was everywhere awakened wides
spread interest., Many were convinced that the arguments
irom the prophetic periods were correct, and, sacrificing
their pride of opinion, they.joyfully received the truth,
Some ministers laid aside their sectarian views and feels
ings, left their salaries and their churches, and united
in proelaiming the coming of Jesus. There wers coms
paratively few ministers, however, who would accept this
message; therefore it was largely committed. to humble
laymen, ;

Everywhere the searching testimony was heard, warns
ing sinners, both worldlings and chureh members, to
flee from the wrath to come, Like John the Baptist, the
forerunner of Christ, the preachers laid the ax st the
root of the tree and urged all to bring forth fruit meet for

repentance, Their stirring appeals were in marked cons
trast to the assurances of peace and safety that were

heard from popular pulplts; and wherever the message
was given, it moved ihe people, The simple, direct
testimony of the Scriptures, set home by the power of the
Holy Spirit, brought a weight of convietion which few were
able wholly to resist, T
A GREAT REVIVAL - (374)
Sinners inguired with weeping: **What must I do to
be saved?? Those whose lives had been marked with
dishonesty were anxfous to make restilution; Ali-who found
peace in Christ longed to see otliers share the blessing,
The hearts of parents were turned to their children, and
the hearts of children fo thelr parents, The barriers of
pride and reserve were swept away. Heartfelt confessions
were made, and the members of the household labored
for the salvation of those who were nesrest and dearest,
Often was beard the sound of earnest intercession, Everys
where were souls in deep asngulsh pleading with God,
Many wrestled all night in prayer for the assurance that
their swn sins were pardoned, or-for the conversion of
their relatives or nelghbors, '
All classes flocked to the Adventist meetings, Rich
aid poor, high and low, ‘Were, from various causes, ane
xous to hear for themselves the doctrine of the second

‘advent, ‘The Lord held the spirit of oppesition in check

while Bis servants explained the reasonsof their faith. . .,
God designed -to: prove His people. His hand covered
2 mistake in the reckoning of the prophetic periods;
Adventists did ‘not discover the' error, nor was it .dis..
goveréd by the most learited of thely opponspts, The
latter said; **Your reckoning of the prophetic periods is ~
vorrect, Some great event is about t0 take place; but it -
is not what- My, ‘Miller predicts; it is the conversion of

_ the world, and not the second advent of Christ,»

{Continued Next Page) -

INVESTIGATIVE JUDGMENT
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THE GREAT ADVENT MOVEMENT (Continued)

MOST WERE BACKSLIDERS

The time of expectation passed, and Christ did not
appear for the deliverance of His people, Those who with
dincere faith and love had looked for their Saviour,
experienced a bitter disappointment, Yet the purposes of
God were being accomplished: He was testing the hearts
of those who professed to be waiting for His appearing,
There were among them many who had been actuated
by no higher motive than fear. Thelr profession of faith
had not affected thelr hearis or their lives, When the exs
pected event falled to take place, these persons declared
that they were not disappointed; they had never believed
that Christ.would come, They were among the first to
ridicule the sorrow of the true believers, , ..

WNow the just shall live by faiths but if any man draw
hack, My soul shell have no pleasure in him. But we are
not of them who draw back unto perdition; but of them that
pelieve to the saving of the soul,” Hebrews 10:35.39,.

WHAT DOES THIS MEAN TODAY?

That this admonition is addressed to the chureh in
the last days is evident from the words pointing to the
nearnhess of the Lord's comings “For yet a little while,
and He that shall come will come, and will not tarry.”
And it 15 plainly implied that there would be a seeming
delay and that the Lord would appear to tarry.

The instruction here given {s especially adapted to
the experience of Adventisis at this time, The people
here addressed were in danger of making shipwreek of
faith, They had done the will of God in following the guids
ance of His Spirit and His word; yet they could not une
derstand His purpose in their past experience, nor could
they discern the pathway before them, and they were
tempted to doubt whether God had indeed been leading
theni, At this fime the words were applicsble; “Now
the just shall Iive by faith,” As the bright light of the
¢¢midnight cry* had shone upon their pathway, and they
had seen the prophecles unsealed and the rapidly fulfiile

ing slgns telling that the coming of Christ was near, they
had walked, as it were, by sight, But now, bowed down by
disappointed hopes, they could stand only by faithin God
and in His word, The scoffing world were sayings *You
have been deceived, Give up your faith, and say that the
advent movement was of Satan,”” But God's worddeclared;
*#4f any man draw back, My soul shall have nopleasure
it him,® To renounce their faith now, and deny the power
of the Holy Spirit which had attended the message; would

" be drawing back toward perdition, They were encouraged

to steadfastness by the words of Paul: “Cast nob away
therefore your confidenge;" “Sye have need of patience,*:
oy yet a little while, and He that shall come will come,
and wilt not tarry,” Their only safe courséwas fo cherish
the light which they had aiready received of God, hold
fast to His promises, and continue to sedrch the Serips
tures, and patiently wait and watch to receive further
light,

CHRIST CRUCIFIED,

A NEW COVENANT SANCTUARY (417)

The question, Whatisthe saptuary?is clearlyanswered
in the Scriptures, The term #sanctuary,’” as usedin
the Bible, refers, first, fo the tabernaele built by Moses,
as a pattern of heavenly things; and, secondly,to the Htrue
tabernacle® in heaven, to which the earthly sanctuary
pointeds At the death of Christ the typical service ended,
The #frue tabernacle’ in heaven is the sanctuary of the
new convenant, And as the prophecy of Daniel 8:14 is
—yaiRiisa o this dispensation, the sanebusry to whish it res
fers must be the sapctuary of the new covenant, At the
termination of the 2300 days, in 1844, there had been no
sanctusry on.edrth for many centuries, Thus the prophe
ecy, “Unto two thousaud and three hundred days; then
thall the sanctusry be cleansed,” unguestionably points
to the sanctiary in heaven,

But the most important question remains to be ans
swereds What is the cleansing of the sanctuary?That there
was such a servies inconnection withthe earthly sanciuary
is stated in the Od TestamentSeriptures. But can there be
anything in heaven to be cleansed? in Hebrews¥ the clean.
sing of beth the earthly and the heavenly sanctuary is
plainly taught, “Almost all things are by the law purged
with blood; and without shedding of blood is no remission,

CLEANSED BY THE BLOOD OF JESUS

The cleansing, both in the typleal and inthe real serva
ice, must be accomplished with blood; in the former, with
the hlood of animalsy in the latter, with the blood of
Christ, Paul states, as the reason why this cleansing must
be performed with blood, that withouwt shedding of blood is
ne remission , Remission, or putting away of sin, is the
work to be sceomplished, But how could there be sin cone
neeted with the sanctyary; either in heaven or upon the
earth? This may be learned by reference fo the symbolle
service; for the priests who officiated on earth, served
¢unto the example znd shadow of heavenly things.’
Hebrews 85, :

. The ministration of the earthly sanctuary consisted
of two divisions; the priests ministered daily in the holy
place, while once a'year the high priest performed a Spes
cial work of atonement in the most boly, for the cleansing
of the sanctuary, Day By dav the repentant sinner Brought
his offering to the door of the tabernacle and, placing his
hand upon the vietim®s head, confessed his sins, thus in
figure {ransferring them from himself to the innocent

sacrifics, The animal was then slain, “Without shedding
of blopd )’ says the apostle, there is no remission of sin,
tephe lfe of the flesh is in the blood,” Leviticus 17311,
fhe broken law of God demanded the life of the transs
gressor, The blood, representing the forfeiled life of the
sinner, whose guilt the vietim bore, was carried by the
priest into the holy place and sprinkled before the veil,
behind which was the ark containing the lawthat the sinner
had transgressed, By this ceremony the sin was, through
the blood, transferred in figure to the sanectuary,

Such was the work that went on, day by day, throughs
out the yedr, The sins of Israel were thus transferred
to the sanctuary, and a special work became necessary
for their removale God commanded that an atonement be
made for each of the sacred apartments, “He shall make
an stonement for the holy place, because of the uncleans
ness of the children of Israel, and because of their trans.
gressions in all thelr sins: and so shall he do for the
tabernacle of the congregation, that remainethamengthem
in the midst of thelruncleanness,”” Anatonement was also
to be made for the altar, to*cleanseit, and hallow it from
the uncleanness of the children of Israel? Leviticus
16118, 19, '

CHRIST THE HIGH PRIEST (419)

Once a year, on the great Day of Atonement, the
priest entered the most holy place for the cleansing
of the sanctuary, The work there performed comipleted
the yearly round of ministration. . « «

Such was the service performed *‘unto. the ex-
omple ond shadew of heavenly things.” And what was
done in type in the ministration of the earthly sancs
tuory is done in reality in the ministration of the
heavenly sanctuary., After His ascension our Savicur
began His work as our high priest. Says Paul: *“Christ
is not entered inte the holy places made with honds,
which are the figures of the true; but inte hegven it~
self, now to appear in the presence of God for us.”
Hebrews 9:24 . . .

“Neither by the blood of goots ond calves, but
by His own blood He entered in once inte the holy
place, having obtoined eterndal redemption for us.”™
Hebrews 4:19, 20; 9:12. ‘

For eighteen centuries this work of ministrarion
continved in the first apartment of the sanctuory., The
hicod of Christ, pleaded in behalf of penitentbelievers,
secured their pordon ond acceptance with the Father,
yet their sins still remained wpon the books of record,
As in the fypicol service there was a work of atone-
ment af the close of the year, so before Christ’s work
far the redemption of men is completed there is o work
of atonement for the removal of sin from the sanctuory,
This is the service which begon when the 2300 doys
ended. &t that time, as foreteld by Daniel the prophet,
our High Priest entered the most holy, to perform the
last division of His sclemn work =« to cleanse the
sanctuary,

As anciently the sins of the people were by faith
placed wpon the sin offering ond through its bleod
transferred, in figure, to the eorthly sonctudry, so in
the new covenant the sins of the repentant are by
faith ploced vpon Christ ond transferred, in fact, to
the heavenly sanctuary. And gs the typical cleansing
of the earthly was sccomplished by the removal of the
sins by which it hod been polluted, so the actual
cleansing of the heavenly is to be accomplished by
the removal, or blefting out, of the sins ‘which are

-there recérded. But before this can be occomplished,

there must be on examingtion of the books of record

- to determine who, through repentance of sin and faith

in Christ, are entitled to the benefits of His atone-
ment, The cleansing of the sanctuary therefore in»
volves a work of investigation == o work of judgment,
This werk must be performed prior to. the coming of
Christ to redeem His people; for when He comes, His
tewaids is with Him to give to every man according fo
his works. Revelation 22:12.° ’ (430}

Thus those who followed in the light of the prophetic
word saw that, instead of coming tothe earth at the tera
mindtion of the 2300 days in 1844, Christ then entered the
most holy place of the Neavenly sanctuary to perform the
closing work of atonement preparatory to His coming,

THE SEAL OF GOD

The work of Sabbath reform to be accomplishedin the
Tast days is foretold in the prophecy of Isajahs “Thus saith
the Lord, Keep ye judgment, and do justices for My salvas
" tion is near to come, and My righteousnessto be revealed,
Blessed is the man that doeth this, a- ‘the sen of man that
layeth hold on it; that keepeth the Sabbath from polluting
it, and keepeth his hand from doing any evil? #The sons
of the stranger, that join themselves to the Lord, to serve
Him, and to love the name of the Lord, to be His servants,
everyone that keepeth the Sabbath from polluting it, and
taketh hold of My covenant; eventhem willl bring to My
holy mountzin, and make them. joyful in My house of
grayer.” Isaiah 56:1,2.6.7,

THE TIE THAT BINDS (452)

These words apply in the Christian age, s shown by
the context: *The Lord God which gathereth the outcasts
of Israel saith, Yet will I gather others to him, beside
those that are gathered untohim.” Verse8, Here is fore-
shadowed the = gathering in of the Gentiles by the gospels

And upon those who then honor the Sabbath, a blessing is
prongunced, Thus the obligation of the fourth commandment
extends past the crugifixion, resurrection, and ascension
of Christ, to the time when His servants should preach to
41l nations the message of glad tidings, + « «

SEPABATE'S OBEDIENT AND DISOBEDIENT

Again, the command is given: “Cry aloud, spare not,
1ift up thy voice like a truinpet, and show My people their
transeression, and the house of Jacob their sins* Itis
not the wicked world, but those whom the lord designates
as My people,’ that are to be reproved for their transe
gressions, He declares further; “Yet they seck Me daily,
and delight to know My ways, as anation that did righteouss

ness, and forseok not the ordinance of thelr God,* Isaiah.

58:1,2, Hereis broughttoview aclass who think themselves
righteous and appear to manifestgreat interestinthe servs
ice of God;butthe sternand solemnrebuke of the Searcher
of hearts proves them to be trampling wpon the divine
pregepts, ’

A WORK OF REFORMATION

The prophet thus points out the ordinance which has been
forsakens #Thou shalt raise up the foundations of many
generations; and thou shalt be ealled, The repairer of the
breagh, The restorer of paths todwellin If thoy turn away
thy foot from the Sabbath, from doing thy pleasure of
My tioly day; and call the Sabbath a delight, the holy of the
Lord, honorable; and shalt honor Him, not doing thine own
ways, nor findiug thine own pleasure, nor speaking thine
own words: then shalt thou delight thysel in the Lord®
Verses 12.14, This prophecy alsoappliesinour tithe. The
breach was made In the law of God when the Sabbath was
changed by the Roman power, But the time has come for that

divine institution to be restored, The breach is fo be res

paired and the foundation of many geneérations is to be
raised U, ]

Hallowed by the Creator’s rest and blessing, the Sabe
bath was kept by Adam it his innocence in holy Eden; by
Adam, fallen yet repentdnt, when he was driven from his
liappy estate, It was kept by allthe patriarchs, from Abelto



righteous Noah, to Abraham, to Jacob, When the chosen
people were in bondage in Egypt, many, in the midst
of prevailing idolatry, lost their knowledge of God’s law;
but when the Lord delivered Israel, He proclaimed His law
in awfil grandeur to the assembled multitude, that they
might know His will and fear and obey Him forever,

THE PERPETUAL SABBATH

From that day to the present the knowledge of God’s
law has been preserved in the earth, and the Sabbath of
the fourth commandnent has been kept, Thouglh the %“man
of sin”? succeeded intrampling underfoot Go@s holy day,
yet even in the period of his supremacy there were,
hidden in secret plaees, faithful souls who paid it honot,
Since the Reformation, there have been some inevery gens
apation to maintain its observance, Though often in the
midst of reproach and persecution, a constant testimony
has been borne to the perpetuity of the law of God and the
sacyed obligation of the création Sabbath,

These truths, as presented in Revelation 14 incone
nection with “the everlasting gospel,” will distinguish
the church of Christ at the time of His appearing, For

as the result of the threefold message it is announceds.

“‘Here are they-that keepthe commandments of God, and
the faith of Jesus” And this message is the last to be
given before the coming of the Lord, Immediately follow-
ing its proclamation the Son of manis seen by the prophet,
coming in glory to reap the harvest of the earth, .44

If all who had labored unitedly in the work in 1844,
had received the third angel’s message and proclaimed it
in the power of the Hely Spirit,the Lord would have wrought
mightily with their efforts. & flood of Xight would have veen
shed upon the world, Years ago the inhabitants of the eaxth
would have been warned, the closing work completed, and
Christ would have come for the redemption of His people.

It was not the will of God that Israel should wander
forty years in the wilderness; He desired tp leadthem
directly to the land of Canaan and establish them: there, a
lioly, happy people, But “they could.not enter in because
of unbelief,” Hebrews 3:19, Because of their backsliding
and apostasy they perished in the desert, and others were
raised up to enter the Promised Land, In like manner,
it was not the will of God that the coming of Christ should

be so long delayed and His people should remain so many

years in this world of sin and sorrow, Bit unbelief sep.
arated them fromGod.Asthey refusedtodo the work which
He had appointed them, others were raised up to proelaim
the message, In mercy to the world, Jesus delays His
coming, that sinners may have an opportunity to hear the
warning and find in Him a shelter before the wrath of God
shall be poured out,

OPPOSITION EXPECTED
Now as in former ages, the presentavon of a truth
that reproves the sins and errors of the times will exeite
oppositions “Everyone that dpeth evil hateth the light,
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THE SEAL OF GOD IS FOUND 1N THE
SEVENTH=-DAY SABBATH OF THE DEC-
ALOGUE, THIS COMMANDMENT CON-
TAINSG THE NAME, TITLE AND AUTH-
ORITY OF GO0,

neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be res
proved’? John 3:20, As men see that they cannct maintain
their pogition by the Scriptures, many determine to maine
tain it atall hazards, and with & maliclous spirit they assail
the charaecter and motives of those who stand in defense of

. unpopular truth, It is the same policy which has been purs

sued in all ages, Elijah was declared to be a troubler in
Israel, Jeremiah a traiter, Paul a polluter of the temple,
From that day to this, those who would be loyal to truth
have been dencunced as seditious, heretical, or schise
matic, Multitudes who are too unbelieving to accept the
sure word of prophecy will receive with unguestioning
eredulity an accusation against those who dare to res
prove fashionable sins, This spivit will incregse more and
more. And the Bible plainly teachesthat a time is approachs
ing when the laws of the state will so confliet with the law
of God that whosoever would obey all the divine precepts

must brave reproach and punishment ss an evildoers

In view of this, what is the duty of the messenger
of truth? Shall he conclude that the fruth ought hot to be
presented, singe often its only effect is to arcuse men to
evade or resist its ¢laims? Noj; he has no more reason for
withholding the testimony of God’s word, because it excites
opposition, than had earlier Reformers, The confession of
faith made by saints and martyrs was recordedfor the benes
#it of succeeding generations, Those lving examples of
holiness and steadfast integrity have come down toinspire
¢ourage in thosé who are now called to stand as wite
nesses for God, They received grace and truth, not for
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themselves alone, but that, througn them, the knowledge
of God might enlghten the earth, Has Godgiven light to His
servants in this generation? Then they should let it shine
“3rth to the world, ¢ « «

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE SABBATH

In Revelation 14, men are caliea upon to worship the
Creator; and the prophecy brings to view 2 class that,
as the rgsult of the threefold message, are keeping the
commandments of God. One of these commandments points
directly to God as the Creator, The fourth precept dee
clares: “The seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy
Godis « + for in'six days the Lord made heaven and garth,
the sea; and all that in them is, and rested the seventh
dayy wherefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day, and Hale
lowed it,” Exodus 20:10, 1l. Concerning the Sabbath,
the Lord says, further, that it is #a sign, .. that ye
may know that T am the Lord your God?* Ezekiel 20320,
And the reason given ist #For in six days the Lord made
heaven and earth, and on the sevnth day He rested, and
was refreshed,” Exodus 8117, "

“The importance of the Sabbath ds the memorial
of creation is thot it keeps ever present the true reass
on why worship is due fo God’* « becouse He is the
Creotor, ond we ore His creotures. **The Sabbath
therefore, lies ot the very foundation of divine wore
ship, for it teaches this great fruth in the most im=
pressive monner, and ne other institution does this.
The true ground of divine worship, not of that on the
seventh day merely, but of all worship, is found in the
distinction between the Creator and His creatures.
This great fuect can never become obsolete, and must
never be forgotten.” «J,N. Andrews, History of the
Sabbath, chapter 27, . 3

. Itwastokeepthis truth-ever before the minds

of men, that God instituted the SabbathinEden; and so long
as the fact that He is our Creatorcontinues to be a reason
why we should worship Him, so long the Sabbath will cons
tinue as its sign and memorial, Had the Sabbath been uni=
versally kept, man’sthoughts andafiections would have been
led to the Creator as the object of reverence and worship,
and there would never have beén an idolater, an atheist,
or an infidel, The keeping of the Sabbathis a sign of loyalty
to the true God, “Him that made hedven, and earth, and
the sea, and the fountains of waters.” It follows that the
message which commands mentoworshipGed and keep His
commandments will especially e2ll upon them to keep the
fourth commandment,

In contrast to those who' keep the commandments
of God and have the faith of Josus, the third angel points
to another class, against whose errors a solemn and fears
ful warning is utteredy *If any man worship the beast and
his image, and receive his mark ir his forehead, or in his
hand, the same shall drinkofthe wine of the wrath of God,”

_Revelstion 1419,10, A correct interpretation of the Syms

bols employed is necessary to an undersbanding of this
message, What is represented by the beast, the image,
the mark?, , . See pages 12,15,

ABOUT THE WRITER:

Many people are confused by the events they see happening in the
world today. We wish to share with you some concepts which may be
significant, The material herein presented consists of direct quotations
from the book, THE GREAT CONTROVERSY, which has been in circula-
tion for many years, first being published in 1884, At that time many of
the events here described had net yet happened, but today, the alert read-
er will recognize that the events of the future are shaping vp exactly as
they were portrayed by this inspired author over 80 years ago. We pre-
sent herewith a digest of this amazing book, THE GREAT CONTROVER-
S$Y. The numbers ot the beginning of paragraphs represent the location
where the same moterial may be located in the text of the full volume,
We hope that this synopsis will interest you sufficiently so that you will
obtain o copy of THE GREAT CONTROVERSY. ,

The author was indeed a remarkable woman. She would offirm that
this and other volumes she authored were messages from the Lord and
not the result of any inherent merit on her part, There is no record of
her ever seeking for praise or approvil of her fellow man. She lived a
Jife of simple and constant devotion to the calling she believed the Lord
led her to fulfill, In doing this she sacrificed mueh personal comfort and
temporal security. She lived as o pilgrim, traveling much on land and
sea even though sea travel made her very ill. She frequently made her
abode for long periods in distant lands, yet withall she was o good
mother and home maker, " ,

Although she received less than five grades of education, she was @
diligent student and avther, writing more than sixty volumes of over
30,000 pages besides many articles, personal letters and personal notes.
As one reads through these pages, they will be impressed with the sin-
cere motives of the writer. Always her god! was the uplifting of Christ,
‘and the completion of the Plan of Salvation on earth, She never resorts
te double talk or the mystericus equivocations of delphian oracles.
"Straight forwardly she presents the Scripture tind interprets it in the light
of present truth, urging true repentance and the prepaoration for eternal
life during the days of probation alotted to each of us here on earth,

You will be interested in what she had to say about her work herself.

**| have no cloims to make, only that | om instructed that | am the Lord's
messenger; that He called me in my youth to be His messenger, fo receive His
word, dnd to give o clear and decided messoge in the nume of the Lord Jesus. . .
*Your work, *He instructed me,” is to bear My word. . . to carry the word before
unbelievers, and with pen and voice fo reprove fiom the Word, octions that are
not right. | will make My word open to you. It shall not be as a strange lang-
‘wage, « ** (RH 7-26-086) ‘ ;

. “God gove me the light concerning The Great Controversy and Patriaich
and Prophets and this light was needed to arouse the'p ople to prey
great day of God, which is just before us. These books contain God's appeal to

“the geople. s s urgirig them fo moke ready for His coming. Tﬁ\ei',]'ighf‘ God h@s

' given in these books should not be concealed.®

| (MD-23-1890) .

- flar . . or other information, or additional free literature, write to:

AND PREPARATION OF THIS TABLOID

| am very desireus that the light contained in my books sholl come to
every soul possible; for God has sent the message for all. . .J would not dare
forbid that these bocks be sold on special sceasions at o low price, fest fwould
hinder the reading of these hobks and thus be witholding the light from souls
who might be converted to the truth. | have no forbiddings to place on the work
of circulating cur books* (9T 75)

““| have no assurance that my life will last long, but | feel that | am accepts
ed of the Lord . . . | have feli thut it was imperative that the ttuth should be
seen in my life and that my testimony should go to the people. | wont that you
should do all you can to have my writings placed in the hands of the people in
foreign lands « . «** (RH 4-15-15)

During the 75 years of her active life she received hundreds of
testimonials from religious and educational leaders who were not of her
church. These testimonials still continue to appear from time to time
as her works are read and we here exiract a few from educatorsof recent
yeaors.

““This remarkable woman . . . Though almost entirely selfseducated has
written and published more’ books end in more languoges, which circulate to o
greater extent than the written words of any other woman in hisfory.” (D
George Wharton James) )

“Of all writings, ancient, medieval, or modern, there ore no writings so
full of beauty so perfect in every woy, so pure; yel so simple, outside of the
Bible, as the writings of Mrs. White."® (Miss E. Mocmillan)

*Mirs. White was concerned with the whole legrner » « ~ the harmonious
development of mental, physical, and. spiritval powers . « « | am not surprised
that members of the Seventheday Adventist Church held the writings of Mrs.
White in great respect « . ."" (Prof. Florence Stratemeyer, Columbia University)

“Hew much better heolth the average Américan might enjoy if he but fol-
lowed the teachings of Mrs. White." (Dr. Clive McCay, Cornell UL} ;

““As on unprejudiced reader ot all religious works, I wish to-say T hope you
can wrge and further the wide circulation of Great Controversys The inspired
messenger . . « traces in perspective through “the more sure word of prophecy’
a line of truth extending from thot for ancient time of early prophets down to the
end of time . . . Were | in any manaer oble to endow o cause for the good of my
fellow muan, my first ot would be to put available copies of The Great Contro-
versy and Desire of Ages within réach of every suffering, hungry heart.®® (Dr.

Edith L. Webster, University of Nebraska)

We wish to encourage you to cbtain a copy of this book, and have
arranged to make available to you o special peper bock edition of the
full 736 pages at the rock bottom price of $1.00 postpaid. Other editions
are available from the original publishers, Pacific Press Publishing
Association, Mountain View, Californio, or from any Seventh-day Ad-
ventist Book Store which con be located through the Telephone Directory -
of the major cities of this country. W you desire this paper buck edition,

o . ADVENTIST LAYWORKERS INC
. -, Rural Route, ‘Summit 92387, Cal

Califor
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ENTER THE JUDGEMENT

THE COURTROOM OF HEAVEN
Where is the final investigative judg-
ment held? ‘

What will it be like?

What is written in the Books of Heaven?
What is the great Standard by which
men’s lives will be exomined?

Who will be judged first?

What is Jesus’ part in the Judgment?
What work does Satan do ot this fime?
What are the righteous to be doing?
When did the Judgment begin? When
will it end?

What will be done with sins repent _d
of? What about those not repented of?
Is there still fime to confess our sins
and to send them beforehand to Judg-
ment?

“1 peheld,” says the prophet Daniel, “till thrones were
placed, and One that was ancient of days did sit. His rai-
ment was white as snow, and the hair of his head like pure
wool: his throne was fiery flames, and the wheels thergof
burning fire. A fiery stream issued and came forth from
before hin thousand thousands ministered unto him, and
ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him; the:
Judgment was_set, and the books were opened.” Daniel
7:9,10, Revised Version,

M THE JUDGMENT HALL OF GOD (479)

Thus was presented to the prophet’s vision the great
and solemn day when the characters and the lives of men
shoiild pass in review before the Judge of all the earth, and
to every man should be rendered “according to his works.”
The Ancient of days is God the Father. Says the psalmist,
“Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever thou
hadst formed the sarth and the world, even fiom ever-.

lasting to everlasting, thou art God.” Psalm 90:2. 1t is
he, the source of all being, and the fountain of all law, that
is to preside in the Judgment, And holy angels, as ministers
and witnegses, in numbeér “ien thousand times ten thou-
sand, and thousands of thousuands,” attend this great
tribunal.

“And, behold, one like the Son of man camé with the
clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and
they brought him near before him. And there was given
him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people,
nations, and languages, should serve him; his dominion is
an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away.”
Dianiel. 7:13,14. The coming of Christ here described is
not his second coming to the earth. He comes to the An-
cient of days in Heaven to receive dominion, and glory,
and a kingdom, which will be given him at the close of his
work as a mediator. It is this coming, and not his second
advent to the earth, that was foretold in prophecy to take
place ai the termination of the 2300 days, in 1844, At
tended by heavénly angels, our great High Priest enters the
holy of holies, and there appears in the presence of God,
1o engage in the last acty of his ministration in behalf of
man, —to peiform the work of investigative Judgment, and
to make an atonement for all who are shown to be entitled
0 its benefits, ,

THE OMNLY CASES CONSIDERED (480)

In the typical service, only those who had come before
God with confession and repentance, and whose sins,
through the blood of the sin-offering, were transferred to
the sanctuary, had a part in the service of the day of atone-
ment. So in the great day of final stonement and investi-
gative Judgment, the only cases considered are those of
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the professed people of God. The judgment of the wicked
is a distinct and separate work, and takes place at a later
o

st uy hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear.God, I
and keep his comnandments: for this is the whole dufy of man..
For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret
thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil” Ecclesiostes
12:13, 14. ’

“Then they that fecred the Lord spuke offen ong fo another:
and the lord heorkened, and heard it; and o book of remem-
brance was written before him for them that feared the Lord,
and that thought upon his name.” Malachi 3:16.

“And | sow onother angel Fiy in the midst of heaven, having
the everlasting gospel to preach unfo them that dwell on the
earth, ond te every nation, und kindred. and fongus, and
peaple, soying with a ioud voice, Feor God, ond give glory fa
himg for the hour of Hit judgment iz come: and worship him
that mods beaven, and eorth, and the seq, and the fountaine
of waters.™ Revelotion 14:6, 7

“Eor ihe tinwe is come thot judgment must begin at the houss
of Gad: arid if it first begin ot us, whot shall the end be of
them that obey not the gospel of God?” 1 Peter 4:17.

period. “Judgment must begin at the house of God; and
if it first begin at us, what shall the end be of them that obey
not the gospel 7’ 1 Peter 4:17.

The books of record in Heaven, in which the names and
the deeds of men are registered, are to determine the deci-
sions of the Judgment. Says the prophet Daniel, “The
Judgment was sef, and the books were opened.” The Reve-
lator, describing the same scene, adds, “*Anether book
was opened, which is the book of life; and the dead were
judged out of those things which were written in the books,
according to their works.” Revelation 20:12.

The book of life contains the names of all who have ever
entered the service of God. Jesus bade his disciples, “re-
joice, because your names are written in Heaven.,” Luke
10:20. Paul speaks of his faithful fellow-wotrkers, “whose
names are. in the book -of life.” Phillipians 4:3. Daniel,
looking down to a *“time of trouble, such as never was,”
declares that God's people shall be delivered, “everyone
that shall be found written in the book.” Daniel 12:1.
And the Revelator says that those only shall enter the city
of God whose names “‘are written in the Lamb’s book of
life.”” Revelation 21:27.

“A book of rémembrance™ is written before God, in
which are recorded the good deeds of “them that feared the
Lord, and that thought upon his name.” Malachi 3:16.
Their words of faith, their acts of love, are registered in
Heaven. Nehemish refers to this when be says, “Remem-
ber me, O my God, . . . and wipe not out my good deeds
that 1 have done for the house of my God.” Nehemiah
13:14. In the book of God's remembrance every deed of
righteousness is immortalized, There every temptation
resisted, every evil overcome, every word of tender pity
expressed, is faithfully chronicled. And every act of sacri-
fice, every suffering and sorrow endured for Christ’s sake,
is recorded. Suys the psalmist, “Thou tellest ny wander-
ings. Put thou my tears into thy bottle: are they notin thy
book?" Psalin 56:8.

There is a record also of the sins of men. “For God shall
bring every work into Judgment, with every secret thing,
whether it be good, or whether it be evil.” Ecclesiastes

12:14. “Every idle word that men shall speak, they shail
give accoum thercof in the day of Judgment.” Said the
Saviour, “By thy words thou shalt be justified, and by
thy words thou shait be condemmed.” Matthew 12:36,37,
The secret purposes and motives appear in the unerring
register; for God “will bring to light the hidden things of
darkness, and will make manifest the counsels of the
hearts.” 1 Corinthians 4:5. “Behold, it is written before
me, . . . your iniguities, and the iniquities of your fathers
together, saith the Lord.” Isaiah 65:6,7. :
EVERY LIFE 1S EXAMINED (48

Every man’s work passes in review before God, and-is
registered for-faithfulness or unfaithfulness. Opposite each
name in the books of Heaven is erntered, with terrible
exactness, every wrong word, every selfish act, every un-
“fulfilled duty, and every secret sin, with every artful dis-
sembling. Heaven-sent warnings or reproofs neglected,
wasted moments, unimproved opportunities, the influence
exerted for good or for evil, with its far-reaching results,
all are chronicled by the recording angel.

THE STANDARD OF THE JUDGMENT

The law of God is the standard by which the characters
and the lives of men will be tested in the Judgment. Says
the wise man: “Fear God, and keep his commandments;

~ for this is the whole duty of man. For God shall bring every

work into Judgment.” Ecclesiastes 12:13,14. The apostle

James admonishes his brethren, “So speak ye, and so do,

as they that shail be judged by the law of liberty.” James
2:12. i

FIRST THE DEAD, THEN THE LIVING

 Those who in the Judgment are “accounted worthy,”
will have a part in the resurrection of the just. Jesus said,
“They which shall be accoupted worthy to obtain that
world, and the resurrection from the dead, . . . are equai
unto the angels; and are the children of God, being the
children of the resurrection.” Luke 20:35,36. And again
he declares that “they that have done good” shall come
forth “unto the resurrection of life.”” John 5:29, The right-
ous dead will not be raised until after the Judgment at
which they are accounted worthy of “the resurrection of
life.” Hence they will not be present in person at the tri-
bunal when their records are examined, and their cases
decided.

Jesus will appear as their advocate, to plead. in their
behalf before God. *If any man sin, we have an advocate
with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.” 1 John 2:4.
wFor Christ is not entered into the holy places made with
hands, which are the figures of the true, but into Heaven
itself, pow to appear in the prebence of God for us.”
“Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost
that come anto God by him, seeing he-ever liveth to meke
intercession for them.” Hebrew 9:24, 7:25.

As the books of record are opened in the Judgment, the

tives of all who have believed on Jesus come in review
before God. Beginning with those who first lived upon the
earth, our Advocate presents the cases of each successive
generation, and closes with the Lving. Every name is
mentioned, every case closely investigated. Names are ac-
cepted, names rejected. When any have sins remaining
upon the books of record, unrepented of and unforgiven,
their names will be blotted out of the book of life, and the
record of their good deeds will be erased from the book of
God's remembrance; The Lord declared to Moses, “Who-
soever hath sinned against me, him will I blot out of my
book.” Exodus 32:33. And says the prophet Ezekiel,
“When the righteous turneth away from his righeousness,
and committeth iniguity, . . . all his righteousness that he
hath done shall not be mentioned.” Ezekiel 18:24,
THEIR SINS ARE BLOTTED OUT

All who have truly repented of sin, and by faith claimed
the blood of Christ as their atoning sacrifice, have had par-
don entered against their names in the books of Heaven: as
they have become partakers of the righteousness of Christ,
and their characters are found to be in harmony with the
law of God, their sins will be blotted out, and they them-
selves will be accounted worthy of eternal life. The Lord
declares, by the prophet Isaiah, “1 , even I, am he that
blotteth out thy transgressions for mine own sake, and will
not remember thy sins.” Isaiah 43:25. Said lesus, “He
that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white rai-
ment; and [ will not blot out his name out of the bosk of
fife, but 1 will confess his name before my Father, and be-
fore his angels.” “Whosoever therefore shall confess me
before men, him will | confess also before my Father which
is in Heaven. But whosoever shall deny me before men,
him will 1 also deny before my Father which is in Heaven.”
Revelation 3:5; Mutthew 10:32,33. A
THE DIVIME INTERCESSOR

The deepest interest manifested among men in the de-
sions of earthly tribunals but faintly represents the interest
evinced in the heavenly courts when the rnianies entered in
the book of life come up in review before the Judge of all |
the earth. The divine Intercessor presents the plea that all
who have overcome through faith in his blood be forgiven
their transgressivos, that they be restored 1o their Eden
home, and crowned as joint-heirs with himself to the “first
dominion.” Micah 4:8. Satan, in his efforts to deceive and
tempt our race, had thought to frustrate the divine plan in
man's creation: but Christ now asks that this plan be car-
ried into effect, as if man had never fallen. He asks for his
people not enly pardon and justification, full and complete,
but a sharein his glory and a seat upon his throne. ‘
THE ACCUSER {484y
. While Jesus is pleading for the subjects of his grace,
Satan accuses them before God as transgressors. The
great deceiver has sought to lead them into skepticism, to
cause them to lose confidence in God, 1o separate them-
selves from his fove, and to break his law. Now he points
to the record of their lives, to the defects of character, the
unlikeness to Christ, which has dishonored their Re-
deemer, 1o all the sins that he has tempted them to commit,
and because of these he claims them as his subjects.
CHRISYT PLEADS FOR HIS OWN

Jesus does not excuse their sins, but shows their peni-
tence and faith, and, claiming for them forgiveness, he
lifts his wounded hands before the Father and the holy
angels, saying, “I know them by name. 1 have graven them
on the palms of my hands. “The sacrifices of God are a
broken spirit; a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou
wiit not despise.”” Psalm 51:17. And to the accuser of
his people he declares, *The Lord rebuke thee, O Satan;
even the Lord that hath chosen Jerusalem rebuke thee.
Is not this a brand plucked out of the fire.”” Zechariah 3:2
Christ will clothe his faithful ones with his own righteous-
ness, that he may present them to his Father *a glorious
church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing.”
Ephesians 5:27. Their names stand enrolled in the book
of life, and concerning them it is written, *They shall walk
with me in white; for they are worthy.” Revelation 3:4.
THE COMPLETE FULFILLMENT ; . {485)
" Thus will be realized the complete fulfillment of the new-
covenant promise, “1 will forgive their iniquity, and I will
remember their sin no more,” “In those days, and in that
time, saith the Lord, the iniguity of Israel shall be sought
for, and there shall be none; and the sins of udah, and
they- shall not be found.” Jeremiah 31:34; 50:20. “In that
day shall thie branch of the Lord be beautiful and glorious,
and the fruit of the earth shall be excellent and comely for
them that are escaped of Israel. And it shall come to pass,
that he that is left in Zion, and he that remaineth in Jeru-
salen, shall be called holy, even every one that is written
among the living m Jerusalem.” Isaiah 4:2,3,

BLOTTED OUT BEFORE JESUS RETURNS )

The work of the investigative Judgment and the blotting
out of sins is to be accomplished before the second advent
of the Lord. Since the dead are to be judged out of the



things written in the books, it is impossible that the sins
of men should be blotted out until after the Judgment at
which their cases are to be investigated. But the apostle
Peter distinetly states that the sins of believers will be
blotted out, “when the times of refreshing shall come from
the presence of the Lord; and he shall send Jesus Christ.”
Acts 3:19,20. When the investigative Judgment closes,
‘Christ will come, and his reward is with him to give to
every man as his work shall be,
THE SCAPE-GOAT

In the typical service the high priest, having made the
atonement for Israel, came forth and blessed the congrega-
tion. So Christ, at the close of his work as a mediator, will
appear, “without sin unto salvation,” Hebrews 9:28, to
bless his waiting people with eternal life. As the priest, in
rernoving the sins from the sanctuary, confessed them upon
the head of the scape-goat, so Christ will plage all these
sins upon Satan, the originator and instigator -of sin. The
scape-goat, bearing the sins of Israel, was sent away “unto
& land not inhabited;” Leviticus 16:22, so Satan, bearing
the guilt of all the sins which he has caused God's people
to commit, will be for a thousand years confined to the
earth, which will then be desolate, without inhabitant, and
he will at last suffer the full penalty of sin, in the fires that

Eacn man must individually appear before the Judgment
Bor of God.

shall destroy all the wicked. Thus the great plan of re-
demption will reach its accomplishment in the final etadi-
cation of sin, and the deliverance of all who have been
willing to renounce evil.

WHEN IY BEGAN (486)

At the time appointed for the Judgment — the close of the
2300 days. in 1844 —began the work of investigation and
blotting out of sins. All who have ever taken upon them-
selves the name of Christ must pass its searching scrutiny.
Both the living and the dead are to be judged “out of those
things which were writfen in the books, according to their
works.” )
$INS NOT REPENTED OF

Sins that have not been repented of and forsaken will
not be pardoned, and blotted out of the books of record,
but will stand to witness against the sinner in the day of
God. He may have committed his evil deeds in the light
of day orin the darkness of night; but they were open and
manifest before Him with whom we have to do. Angels of
God witnessed each sin, and registered it in the unerring
records. Sin may be concealed, denied, covered up from
father, ‘mother, wife, children, and associates. No one but
the guilty actors may cherish the least suspicion of the
wrong; but it is laid bare before the intelligencies of Heav-
en. The darkness of the darkest night, the secrecy of all de-
ceptive arts, is not sufficient to veil one thought from the
knowledge of the Eternal. God has an, exact record of
every unjust account and every unfair dealing. He 8 not
deceived by appearances of piety. He makes no mistakes.
in his estimation of character. Men may be deceived by
those who are corrupt in heart, but God pierces all dis-
guises, and reads the inner life.

How solemn is the thought! Day after day, passing into
eternity, bears its burden of records for the books of Heav-
en, Words once spoken, deeds once done, can never be
recalled. Angels bave registered both the good and the evil.
The mightiest congueror upon the carth camnot call back
the record of even a single day. Our acts, our words, even
our most secrel motives, all have their weight in deciding
our destiny for weal or woe. Though they may be forgotien
by us, they will bear their testimony to justify or to con-
demn.

- OUR WORK AT THIS TIME

COULD THE VEIL BE SWEPT BACK (487)

As the features of the countenance are reproduced with
unerring accuracy on the polished plate of the artist, so the
character is faithfully delineated in the books above. Yet
how little solicitude is felt concerning that record which is
to meet the gaze of heavenly beings. Could the veil which
separates the visible from the invisible world be swept
back, and the children of men behold an angel recardmg
every word and deed, which they must meet again in the
Judgment, how many words that are daily uttered would
remain unspoken; how many deeds would remain undone.
WHAT 15 INVESTIGATED

In the Judgment, the use made of every talent will be
scrutinized. How have we employed the capital lent us of
Heaven? Will the Lord at his coming receive his own with
usury? Have we improved the powers intrusted us, in hand
and heart and brain, to the glory of God and the blessing of
the world? How have we used our time, our pen, our voice,
our money, our influence? What have we done for Christ,
in the persoxn of the poor, the afflicted, the orphan, or the
widow? God has made us the depositary of his holy Word;
what have we done with the light and truth given us to
make men wise unto salvation? No value is attached fo a
mere profession of faith in Christ; only the love which is
shown by works is counted genuine. Yet it is love alone
which in the sight of Heaven makes any act of value. What-
ever is done from love, however small it may appear in
the estimation of men, is accepted and rewarded of God.

The hidden selfishness of men stands revealed in the
books of Heaven. There is the record of unfulfilled duties
to their fellow-men, of forgetfulness of the Saviour’s
claims. There they will see how often were given to Satan
the time, thought, and strength that belonged to Christ.
Sad is the record which angels bear to Heaven. Intelligent
beings, professed followers of Christ, are absorbed in the
acquirement of worldly possessions, or the enjoyment of
earthly pleasures. Money, time, and strength are sacrificed
for display and self-indulgénce; but few are the moments
devoted to prayer, 1o the searching of the Scriptures, to

" humiliation of soul and ¢onfession of sin,

SATAN'S WORK AT THIS TIME

Satan invents uanumbered schemes to occupy our minds
that they may not dwell upon the very work with which we
ought to be best acquainted. The arch-deceiver hates the
great truths that bring to view an atoning sacrifice and an
all-peowerful Mediator. He knows that with him everything
depends on his diverting minds from Jesus and his truth,
(488)

Those who would share the benefits of the Saviour's
mediation should permit nothing to interfere with their
duty to petfect holiness in the fear of God. The precious
hours, instead of being given to pleasure, to display or to
gain-seeking, should be devoted to an earnest, prayerful
study of the Word of truth. The subject of the sanctuary
and the investigative Judgment should be clearly under-
stood by the people of God. All need a knowledge for
themselvés of the position and work of their great High

Priest, Otherwise, it will be impossible for them to exercise

the faith which is essential at this time, or to occupy the
position which God designs them to fill. Every individual
has a soul to save or to lose. Each has a case pending at
the bar of God. Each must meet the great Judge face to
face. How important, then, that every mind contemplate
often the solemn scene when the Judgment shall sit and
the books shall be opened, when, with Daniel, every indi-
vidual must stand in his lot, at the end of the days.

All who have received the light upon these subjects are
to bear testimony of the great truths which God has com-
mitted to them. The sanctuary in Heaven is the very center
of Christ's work in behalf of men. It concerns every soul
living upon the earth. It opens to view the plan of re-
demption, bringing us down to the very close of time, and
revealing the triumphant issue of the contest between right-
eousness and sin. It is of the utmost importance that all
should theroughly investigate these subjects, and be able
to give an answer to every one that asketh them a reason
of the hope that is in them.

The intercession of Christ in man’s behalf in the sanc-
tuary above iy #s essential to the plan of salvation as was

‘his death upon the cross, By his death he began that work

which after his resurréction he ascended to complete in
Heaven. We must by faith enter within the veil, “whither
the forerunner is for us entered.” Hebrews 6:20. There
the light from the cross of Calvary is reflected. There we
may gain 4 clearer insight into the mysteries of redemvtion.
The salvation of man is accomplished at an infinite expense
t0 Heaven; the sacrifice made is equal to the broadest
demands of the broken law of God. Jesus has opened the
way to the Father's throwe, and through his mediation
the sincere desire of all who come to him in faith may be
presented before God.
SATAN'S LiE: THAT WE CANNOT OVERCOME

Through defects in the character, Satan works to gain
sontrol of the whole mind, snd he knows that if these
defects .are cherished, he will succeed. Therefore he is
constantly seeking to déceive the followers of Christ with
‘his fatal sophistry that is it impessible for them to
overcome,
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We are now living in the great day of atonement. In the
typical service, while the high priest was making the atone-
ment for Israel, all were required to afflict their souls by
repentance of sin and humiliation before the Lord, lest they
be cut off from among the people. In like manner, all who
weuld have their names retained in the book of life, should
now, in the few remaining days of their probation, afflict
their souls before God by sorrow for sin, and true repent-
ance. There must be deep, faithful searching of heart. The
light, frivolous spirit indulged by so. many of professed
Christians must be put away. There is earnest warfare
before all who would subdue the evil tendencies that strive
for the mastery. The work of preparation is an individual
work. We are not saved in groups. The purity and devotion
of one will not offset the want of these qualities in another.
Though all nations are to pass in judgment before God,
yet he will examine the case of each individual with as
close and searching scrutiny as if there were not another
bemg upon the earth. Every one must be tested, and found
without spot orwrinkle or any such thing.

THERE IS LITTLE YiME LEFT 490y

Solemn are the scenes connected with the closing work
of the atonement. Momentous are the interests involved
therein. The Judgment is now passing in the sanctuary
above. For more than forty years this work has been in
progress. Soon-none know how soon—it will pass to the
cases of the living. In the awful presence of God our lives
are to come up in review. At this fime above all others it
behooves every soul to heed the Saviour’s admonition,
“Watch and pray; for ye know not when the time is.”” Mark
13:33. “If therefore thou shalt not watch, 1 will come on
thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know what hour T will
come upon thee.” Revelation 33

SOON HUMAN PROBATION WILL CLOSE

When the work of the investigative Judgment closes, the
destiny of all will have been decided for life or death. Pro-
bation is ended a short time before the appearing of the
Lord in the clouds of heaven. Christ in the Revelation,
looking forward to that time, declares: “He that is unjust,
let him be unjust still; and he’ which is filthy, let him be
filthy still; and he that is righteous, let him be righteous
still; and he that is holy, let him be holy still. And, be-
hold, 1 come quickly; and my reward js with me, to give
every man according as his work shall be.” Revelation
22:115 12,

THE END WILL COME SUDDENLY (491)
The righteous and the wicked will still be living upon the

earth in their mortal state — men will be planting and build-
ing, eating and drinking, all unc¢onscipus that the final,
irrevocable decision has been pronounced in the sanctuary
above. Before the flood, after Noah entered the ark, God
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Daniel 5:27

When your life is weighed in the balances of the Sanc-
tuary, what will be the decision?

shut him in, and shut the ungodly out; but for seven days
the people, knowing not that their doom was fixed, con-
tinued their careless, pleasure-loving life, and mocked the
warmnf,s of lmpendmg judgment. “So,” says the Saviour,

“shall also the coming of the Son of man be.” Matthew
24:39. Silently, unnoticed as the midnight thief, will come
the decisive hour which marks the ﬁxin&, of every man’s
destiny, the final withdrawal of mercy’s offer to guilty men.
DON'T GROW WEARY

“Watch ye therefore; . . . lest coming suddenly He find
you steeping.”” Mark 13:35, 36. Perilous is the condition
of those who, growing weary of their watch, turn to the
attractions of the world. While the man of business is ab-
sorbed in the pursuit of gain, while the pleasure-lover is
secking indulgence, while the davghter of fashion is ar-
ranging her adornments,—it may be in that hour the Judge
of all the earth will pronounce the sentence, “Thou art
weighed in the balances, and art found wanting.” Daniel
3:27.
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SOME PROPHETIC SYMBOLS MADE PLAIN

THE DRAGON

PAGAN ROME

{438)

In contrast to those who keep the commandments of
God and have the faith of Jesus, the third angel points to
another class, agalust whose errors a solemn and fearful
warning isuttereds #If any man worship the beast and his
image, and receive his mark inhisforéhead, or in his band,
the same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God.”
Revelation 1439, 10, A eorrect interpretationof the symbols
emploved is necessary toanunderstanding of this message,
What is represented by the beast, the image, the mark?

The line of propliecy in which these symbolsare found
begins with Revelation 12, with the dragon that sought to
destroy Christ at His birth, The dragon is sald to be Satan
(Revelation 12:9)% he it was that moved upon Herodto

put the Saviour to death, But the chief agent of Satan in

making war upon Christ and His people during the first
centuries of the Christian Era was the Roman Empire, In
which paganism was the prevailing relizion, Thus whilethe
dragon, primarily, represents Satan; it is, ina secondary
sense, a symbol of pagan Rome,

In chapter 13 (verses 1.10) isdescribed anotherbeast,
“like unto a leopard,”” to which the dragon give “his
power, and his seat, and great authority,” This symbol, as
most Protestants have belleved, represents the papacy,
which suceseded to the power and seat and authority once
possessed by the anclent Roman empire, Of the leopards
like beast it is declared; “There was given untohim a
mouth speaklng great things anu blasphemies, . ., And
he opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, to blase
pheme His name, and His tabernacle, and them that dwell
in heaven, And i was given unto him to make war with the
saints, and to overcomie ther: and power was glven him
over all kindreds,and tongues, andnations.”” Thispropheéey,

which is nearly identical with the description of the little

horn of Daniel 7, unguestionably points to the papacy.

“power was given unto him to continue forty and two
fonths.” And, says the prophet, I saw one of his heads
as it were wounded to death,”” And again: *‘He that leadeth
into eaptivity shall go into captivity: he that killeth with
the sword must be killed with the sword,” The forty and
two months are the same as the “time and times and the
dividing of time,” three years and a half, or 1260 days, of

REVELATION

. CHAPTER 13
he Deast with seven heads @i
horns, whmam up m ﬂ?ggm‘.m
AITD I stood upon the sand of the
sea, and saw * a beast rise up
outof the ses, * having seven heads
and ten horns, and upon his homs
ten crowns, and upon his heads the
% pame of blasphemy.

2 ¢ And the beast which T saw was
like 1nto & Jeopard, % and his feet
were ns the feet of a bear, fand his
}n,outh as the mouth of a lion: and

"the dragon gave him his power, b
%and his seat,%‘and great authority :

3 And I saw one of his heads ‘as it
were *wounded to death; and his
deadly wound was healed: and
; all ttfxa world wondered after the

S5

4 And they worshipped the dragon of

which gave power unto the beast:
and they worshipped the beast, say-
ing, { Who s like unto the beast?
who is able to make war with him?

And there was given unto him
wa mouth speaking great things
and blasphemies; and power was
given unto him *to continue
# forty and two months.

6 And he opened his mouth in
blasphiemy against God, to blas-
pheme his name, * and his taberna-
¢cle, and them that dwell in heaven.

And it was given. unto him ? to
make war with the saints, and to
overcome them: ¢ and power was
given him over all hindreds, and
tongues, and nationg. '

& And all that dwell upon the
earth shall worship him, ™ whose
names are not written in. the hook
of life of the Lamb slain * from the
foundation of the world,

9+ If any man haveanear, let him

10 “He that leadeth into captivity
shall go into captivity : © he that kill-
-eth with the sword must be Iilled
with the sword, ¢ Here is the pa-
fience and the faith of the saints.
‘i1 And I beheld another beast
*goming up out of the earth; and
ke hud two horns like a lamb, and
e spake as a dragon.

12 And be exerciseth all the power
of the first beast before him, and
causeth the earth and them which
dwell therein to worship the first
be:’”ft}; %whose deadly wound ‘was

eated,
13 And ® he: doeth great wonders,
¢ g0 thet he maketh fire come down
from heaven on the earth in the
sight of men,
4 And A deceiveth them that
dwell on the earth, * by the means
those miracles which he had
wer to do in the sight of the
beast; saying to them that dwell on
the earth, that they should make an
image to the beast, which had the
wound bﬁ & sword, 7 and did live,
15 And he had power to give * life
unto the image of the beast, that
the image of the beast should both

speak, ¢ and cause that as many as

would not worship the image of
the beast should be killed.

16 And he causeth all, both small
and great, rich and poor, free and
bond, *4 to receive a mark in their

ight or in their foreheads:

i ight buy or
sell, 5ave b AT hat The mark, or
ithe name of the beast, *or the
number of his name. o

18 ! Here is wisdom. Lethimthat
hath understanding count ™ihe
number of the beast: * for it is the
number-of  man; his number
is Six bundred threescore and six.

A NEW BEAST (439)

At this point onother symbol is infroduced. Says
the prophet: “*l beheld another beast coming up out of
the earth. ond he hod two horns like o lamb.*® Verse 11
Both the appearonce of this beast and the manner of
its rise indicafe that the notion which it represents is
untike those presented under the preceding symbaels.
The greot kingdoms that hove ruled the world were
presented to the prophet Doniel os beasts of prey,
rising when *‘the four winds of the heoven strove upon
the great sea.” Daniel 7:2. In Revelation 17 dn ongel
explained that waters represent *‘peoples, ond multi-
tudes, and nations, ond tongues.” Revelation 17:15.
Winds are @ symhol of stvife. The four winds of heaven
striving upon the gremi seo represent  the terrible
seenes of conquest and revolution by which king=
dems hdve artained to power.

Bui the beast with lomblike hotns was seen
*coming up out of the earth.”” Instead of overthrow«
ing other powers to establish itself, the nation thus
represenfed must arise in territory previously unoccu«
pied and grow up gradually and peacefully. It could
not, then, arise amsng the crowded ond struggling
nationalities of the Old World -« that turbulent sea of
“peoples, ond multitudes, ond nations, and tongues.™
it must be sought in the Western Continent. - 1440)

"'What natlon of the New World was in 1798 rising fnto

power, giving promise of strength and greatness, and ate
tracting the aitentlon of the world? The application of the

symbols admit of no duestion, One nation, andenly one, -

meets the specitications of this prophecy; it pointsunmiss
takably to the United'States of America, , oo . . -

hear,

Daniel 7——the time during which the papal power was to
oppress God's people. This period, as stated in preceding
chapters, began with the establishment of the papacy,
AD, 588, and terminated in 1798. At that time when {he
papacy was abolished and the pope was made captive by
the French army, the papal power recelved its deadly
wound znd the prediction was fultilled, *He that leadeth
into captivity shall go into captivity,”

s
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UNITED STATES

“And he had two horns like 2 lamb.”” The lamblike
horns indicate youih, innocence, and gentleness, fitly repe
resenting the character of the United States when pre«
sented to the prophet as “coming up®’ In 1798, The Christe
ian exlles who first fled to America, sobght an asylum
from royal gppression and priestly intolerance, and they
determined toestablish a government upon the broad foundae
tion of civil and religious liberty. The Declaration of Ine
dependence, sets forth the great truth that “all men
are created equal” and endowed with the inalienable visht
to “ife, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.’” And the
Constitution guarantees to the people the right of selfs
government, providing that representatives elected by the
popular vote shall enact and administer the laws, Free«
dom of retiglous faith was also granted, every man being
permitied to worship God according to the dictates of his
conselence, Republicanism and Protestantism became the
fundamental prineiples of the nation, These prineiples are
the secret of its power and prosperity, The oppressed
and downtredden throughout Christendem have turned fothis
lgnd with inferest and hope. Millions have sought its
shores, and the United States has risen to a'place among
the most powerful nations of the earth, (441)'

But the beast” with lambilke horns “‘spake as a
dragon, And he exerciseth ailthe power of the first beast
before him,-and causeth the earth and them which dwell

 “therein to worship the first beast, whose deadly wound
. washealed; pou " T, e TR AN I
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MAKES AN IMAGE TO THE BEAST
(445)

When the feading echurches of the United States,
uniting apon such polnis of doctrine 48 are held by them
in common, shall influence the state o eénforce their des
crees and fo sustain their institutions, then Protestant,
America willhave formed animageof the Roman hierarchy,
and the infliction of civil penalties upon dissenters wil
inevitably result. ‘

The beast with two horns “causeth (commands) all,
both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to. res
celve a mark In their right hands, or in thelr foreheads:
and that no man might buy or sell, save ke that hiad the
mark, or the name of the beasi, or the nwmnber of his
name,” Revelation 13416, 17, The third angel’swarning iss
“If any man worship the beast and his image, and receive
his mark In his forehead, or in his hadid, the same shall.
drink of the wine of the wrath of God.” *The beast”

mentioned in this message, whose worship is enforced -
by the two-horned beast, Is the first, or leopardlike beast
of Revelation 13—the papacy, The “image to the beast’”
represents that form of apostate Protestantism whileh will
be " developed when the Protestant churches shall seek’
the aid of the civil power for the enforcement.of thelir:

“mark of ' the beast’” still remalns to.
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The *mark of the beast” still remains to be defined,
After the warning against the worship of the beast and
his image the prophecy declaress *Here aretheythat kesp
the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus,” Since
those who keep God*s commandments aye thus placed in
contrast with those that wershipthe beast and bis image and
recelve his mark, it follows that the keeping of God's law,
on the one hand, and its vielation, ot the vther, will make

the distinetion between the worshipers of God andthe wore
shipers of the beast, {445)

The special characteristics of the beast, andtherefore
of his image, is the breaking of God’s comimnandments, Says
Dariiel, of the liitle horn, the papacy: *He shall thiuk to
change thmes and the laws,” Daniel 7425, R. V. And Paul
styled the same power the “manofsing’ who was foexalt
itself above God; whoever should understandingly keep the
law as thus ehanged would be giving supreme honor to that
power by which the change was made, Such an act of cbes
dience to papal laws would be a°mark of allegiance to the
pope in the place of God.

CHANGING DIVINE LAW (446)

The papaey has attempted to change the law of God, The
second eommandment, forbidding image worship, hasbeen
dropped from the law, dnd the fourth commandment has
been so changed as to authorize the observance of the first
instead of the seveuth day as the Sabbath, But papists
urge, as a reason for omitting the second commandment,
that it is unnecessary, being included in the first, and that
they are giving the law exaetly as God designed it to be
understood, This cannot be the change foretold by the
prophet, An intentional, deliberate change is presented:
“He shall think to change the times and the law? The
change in the fourth commatdment exactly fullills the
propheey, For this the only authority claimedis that of the
chureh, Here the papal power opéenly sefs itself above
God,

Wrhile the worshipers of God will be especially distine
guished by their regard for the fourth commandment,—
since thiz is the sign of His ereative power and the wits
ness to His claim upon man’s reverence and homage, —
the worshipers of the beast will be distinguished by their
éfforts to tear downthe Creator’s memorial, fo exdlt the
institution of Rome. It Wwas in behalf of the SBunday that
popery first asserted its arrogant claims; and its first

resort to the power of the state was to compel the obs

servance of SBunday a8 %the Lord’s day,” But the Bible
points to the seventh day, and not to the first, as the
Lord’s day, Said Christ:s #The Son of man is Lord also
of the Sabbath?” The fourth commandment declaress “The
seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord®* And by the prophet
Isaiah the Lord designates ity “My holy day.® Mark 2:28;
Isajah 58:13,

*f CHANGE NOT" (447)

~The ¢laim so often put forth that Christ changed the
Sabbath is disproved by His own words, In His Serman on
the Mount He said: “Think not that ] am come to destroy
the law, or the prophetssI am not come to-destroy, but to
fulfill, For verily 1 say unto you, Till heaven and earth
pass, one jot or one titile shall in no wise pags from the
law, till all be fulfilled, Whosoever therefore shall break
one of the lease of these commandments, and shail teach
men so,he shiall becalledthe least inthe kingdom of heaveny
but whosoever shall do and teach them, the saie shall be
called great in the kingdom of heaven/’ Matthew 5317.19,

It is g fact penerally admitted by Protestants that the
Seriptures give no authority for the change of the Sabbath,
" T'his is plainly stated in publications issued by the Ameris
can Tract Society and the Américan Sunday School Union,
One of these words acknowledges *the complete silence
of the New Testament so far as any explicit command for
the Sabbath (Sunday, the first day of the week) or definite
rules for its observance are coneerned,’’ — George Elliott,
Another says: %Up to the time of Christ’s deathi, no
change had been made in the dayy®” and, “sov far as the
record shows, they {the apostles) did not. . . give any exs
plicit command enjoining the abandonment of the seventhe
day Sabbath, dand its observance on the first day of the
week,” — A, B, Waltle, The Lords Duy,Dages 186-188,

THEIR SYMBOL OF AUTHORITY

Roman Catholies acknowleage that the change of the
Sabbath was made by thelr church, anddeclarethat Protess
tants by observing the Sunday are recognizing her power,
In the Casholic Catechism of Christian Religion inanswer
to & guestion as to the day to be observed in cbedience to
the fourth commandment, this statement is made;*During
the old law, Saturday was the day sanctified; but -~ the church
instructed by Jesus Christ, and directed by the Spirit of
God, has substituted Sunday for Ssturday;so now we
sanctify the first, not the seventh day, Sunday means, and
now is, the day of the Lord}?” (448)

 As the sign of the authority of the Catholic Church,
papist writers cite “the yvery act of changing the Sabbath
into Sunday, which Protestants allow of} . 4 » because by
keeping Sunday, they acknowledge the church’s power to

THE SHALL.., THINK TO GHANGE
TIMES AND LAWS 1

ordain feasts, and to command them under sin,?’ « Heary
Tuberville, An Abridgement of the Christion Dactrine , page
58, What then is the change of the Sabbath, but the sign,
or mark, of flié aithority of the Roman Church —#the
mark of the beast™?

The Roman Church Ias not relinguished her claim to
supremacy; and when the worldandthe Protestant churches
agcept 8 sabbath of her creating, while they reject the
Bible Sabbath, they virtually admif this assumption. They
may claim the authority of tradition and ¢f the Fathers
for the change; but in so doing they ignore the very prins
ciple which separates them from Rome-—that “the Bible,
and the Bible only, 18 the religion of Protestants?’ The
papist can see that they aredecelving themselves, willingly
closing their eyes to the facts inthe case, As the move.
ment for Sunday enforcement gains favor, he rejoices,
feeling assured that it will eventually bring the whole
Protestant world under the banner of Ruome,

Romanists declare that ¥the dbservance of Banday by
the Protestants is an homage they pay, in spite of theni-
selyves, to the anthority of the (Catholic) Church? — Mar.
Segur, Plain" Talk About the Protestantism of Toduy 3
page 213, The enforcement of Sundaykeeping on the part
of Protestant churches is-an enforcement of the worship
of the papacy—of the beast, Those who, understanding the
claims of the fourth commandment, choose to observe the
false instead of the trueSabbathare thereby paying homage
to that power by which alone it iz commanded, Biut in the
very act of endoreing a religious duty by secular power,
the ehurches would themselves form animage tothe beast;
hernce the enforeement of Sundaykeepinginthe UnitedStates
would be an enforcement of the worshipofths beast and his
image, '

WHY PROTESTANTS KEEP SUNDAY  (449)

But Christians of past generations observed the Suns
day, supposing that in so doing they were keeping the Bible
Sabbath; and there arenowtrue Chiristians inevery ehurch,
not excepting the Roman Catholiccommunion, who honestly
believe that Sunday is the Sabbath of divine appointment,
God accepts their sincerity of purpose and thely integrity
‘before Him. But when Sunday observance shall be ens
forged by law, and the worldshallbe enlightened concerps
ing the cbligation of the true Sabbath, then whoever shall
transgress the command of God, to obey a preeept which
has no higher authority than that of Rome, will thereby
honer popery above God, He is paying homage to Rome
and to the power which enforces the institution ordained
by Rome, He is worshiping the beast and his image, &s
men then refect the institution which God has declared to
be the sign of His authority, and bonor in its stead that
which Rotie has chosen 8 the token of her supremacy,
they will thereby accept the signof allegiance to Rome-
fthe mark of the beast,”” And it is not until the issue is

thus plainly set before the people, and theyare brought fo

choose between the cominandments of ‘God and the coms
mandments of men, that those who continue in transgress
sion will recelve *the mark of the beast.™

The most feorful threatening ever oddressed to
aortals is contaimed in the third angel's message.
That must be o terrible sin which calls down the
wrath of Ged unmingled with mercy. Men are not to be
left in dorkness concerning this importent mafter; the
warning ggoinst this sin is to be given to the world
hefore the visitation of God's judgments, thot oll may
krow why they are to be inflicted, and have opportuni-
ty to escape them. Prophecy declares that the first
angel would make his snnouncement to “every nofioh,
and kindred, and fongue, ond people.’” The warning
of the third angel, which, forms a part of the some
theeefold message, is to be no less widespread. It is
represented in the prophecy us being proclaimed with
a loud voice, by an angel flying in the midst of heaven;
and it will command the attention of the world,

A FEARFUL ISSUE (450)

In the issue of the contest all Christendom will
be divided into two great classes - those who keep
the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus, and
those who worship the beust and his image and re=
ceive his mark. Although church dand state will unite
their power to compel **aoll, both smsall and great,
rich und poor, free and bond" (Revelation 13:16), to
receive ““the mark of the beast,” yet the people of
God will net receive it. The prophet of Patmos be-
holds “them that had gotten the victory over the beast,
and. over his image, ond over his mork, and over the
number of his nome, stond on the sea of glass, having
the harps of God™ and singing the song of Muses and
thie Lamb. Revelation 15:2, 3.

Fearful is the issue to which the world is to be
brought. The powers of earth, uniting to wor against
the commandments of God, will decree that *“all, both
smoll and great, rich and poor, free and bond” (Revs
elation 13:16), shall conform to the customs of the
church by the observance of the false sabbath, - All
who refuse complidnce will be visited with civil pens
alties, and it will finolly be declared that they are
deserving of death. On the other hand, the law of
God enjoining the Creator's rest doy demaonds obedi-
ence and threatens wrath ogoinst oll who trongress its
precepts. 5
(604)

With the issue thus clearly brought before him, whos
ever shall trample upon God®s law to obey a4 human enacts
ment recelves the mark of the beast; he accepts the sign
allegisnee to the power which he chooses to obey instead
of God. The warning from heaven isy “If any man wership
the beast and his image, ahd recelve his mark inbis
torehead, or in his hand, the same shall drink of the wine
of the wrath of God, which is poured out without mizture
ifto the cup of His indignation® Revelation 14:9, 10,

But not one is made to suffer the wrath of Goo witis
the truth has been brought bhome to his mind and cone
science, and has been rejected, There are many who have
never had an opportunity to hear thespecialtruths for this
time, The oblization of the fourth commandment hasnever
been set before them 1in its true light, He who reads every
heart and tries every motive will leave none who desire
a knewledge of the truth, to be deceivedas to the issues of
thé controversy. The decree is not to be urged upon the
people blindly, Everyone 15 to have sufficient light to make
his decision intellicently,

THE GREAT FINAL TEST

The. Sabbath will be the great test of loyalty, for it
is the point of truth especially controverted, Whenthe final
test shall be brought to bear upon men, then the line of
distinction will be drawn between these who serve God and
those who serve Him not, While the observanceof the false
Sabbath In compliance with the law of the state, contrary
to the fourth commandment, will be an avowal of ale
legiance to a power that is in opposition to God, the keeps
ing of the true Babbath, in obedience fo God’s law, is an
evidence of loyalty to the Creator, While one class, by
accepting the sign of submissiontoearthly powers, receive
the mark of the beasty the other, choosing the token of
allegiance to divine authority, receive the seal of God,

“And he causeth all, both smaoll and great, rich ond poor,
free and bund, to receive a mark in their right hand or in their
forsheads."Revelotion 13:16.

“And the third angel followed fhem, saying with o loud
voire, if any man wership the beast and his imoge, ond receive
his mark in his forehead, or in his hand, the sanve shall drink of
the wine of the. wrath of God, which is poured out withouf mix-
ture,” Revelation 14:9,10.

“Here is the patience of the saints: here are they thai keep
the commandments of God, ond the faith of Jesus:” Revelation
14412,

“and oll thot dwell vpon the edrth shall worship him, whose
names are not written in the book of fife of the Lamb slain from
the foundation of the world.” Revelation 13:8. ;

“And | saw another angel oscénding from the edst, having
the ssal of the living God, und he cried with o loud vpice fo the
four aagels, to whom it wos given to hurt the earth and the seq,
Saying, Hurt not the eorth, neither the sed, nor the trees, fill we
hgve sealed the servants of our God in -their foreheods.”
Revelution 7:2,3,

“Bind up the testimony, secl the low oamong my disciples.”"”
Isaioh 8:16.

It is a sign between me and the children: of Tsroel for ever:
for in six days the Lord made heoven and eorth, and on the
seventh doy he rested, aond was-refreshed.” Exodus 31:17.

{Ezekiel 20:12,20.)

And I sow as it were o seo of glass mingled with fire: and
them: that had goifen the victory over the beast, ond over his
image, and over his mark, and over the number of his name,
stand on the sea of glass, hoving fhe harps of God." Revelation
15:2.
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THE FUTURE OF PAPAL ROME

ROMANISM is now regarded by Protestants with far
rreater favor than in former years, In those countries
there Catholicism is not in the ascendancy, and the
sapists are taking a concilatory course in order to gain
nfluence, there is an increasing indifference concern=
ng the doctrines that separate the reformed churches
rom the papal bierarchy; the opinion is gaining ground
hat, after all, we do not differ so widely upon vital
wints as has been supposed, and that a little con-
ression on our part will bring us into a better under-
standing with Rome. The time was when Protestants
Maced a high value upon the liberty of conscience
which had been so dearly purchased. Theytaught their
hildren to abhor popery and held that to seek har-
nony with Rome would be disloyality te God. But how
videly different are the sentlinents now expressed!

: s - (563)

The defenders of the papacy declare that the
church has been maligned, ang the Protestant world
are inclined fo accept the statement. Mony urge that
it is unjust to judge the church of today by the abom-
inations and obsurdities that marked her reign during
the centuries of ignorance ond dorkness. They ex=
tuse her horrible cruelty as the tesult of the barbarism

of the times ond plead that the influence of modern
sivilization has changed her sentiments,

Have these persons forgotten the claim of inn”
fallibility put forth for eight hundred years by this

haughty power? Se far from being relinquished, this
claim wos affirmed in the nineteenth century with
greater positiveness thon ever before. As Rome
asserts that the *’church never erred; nor will it,
according to the Scriptures, ever err’* (John L. von
Mosheim, Institutes of Ecclesiastical History, book 3,
century 11, part 2, chapter 2, section 9, note 17),
how can she renounce the principles which governed
her course in past ages?

WILL ROME CHANGE?

The papal church will never relinguish her claimto
Infallibility, All that she has done in her persecution
of those who reject her dogmas she holds to be right;
and would she not repeat the same acts, should the
opportunity be presented? Let the restraints now im-~
posed by secular governments be removed and Rome
be reinstated in her former power, and there would
speedily be a revival of her tyranny and persecution...

(564)

“There are many who are disposed to attribute any
fear of Roman Catholicism in the United States to
bigotry or childishness, Such see nothing in the char-
actér and attitude of Romanism that is hostile to our
free institutions, or find nothing portentous in its
growth. Let us, then, first compare some of the funda-
mental principles of our government with those of the
Catholic Church, (564)

...~ **The Constitution of the United States guarantees
‘liberty of conscience Nothing isdearer or more funda~
mental, Pope Pius IX, in his Encyclical Letter of Aug-
ust 15, 1854, said: ‘The absurd end erroneous doc-
trines or ravings in defense of liberty of conscience
are a most pestilential error—a pest, of all others,
most to be dreaded in a state.’ The same pope, in his
Encyelical Letter of December 8, 1864, anathematized
‘those who assert the liberty of conscience and of
religious worship,’ also ‘all such as maintain that
. the church may not employ force.’ - g
- *“*The pacific tone of Rome in the United States
does not imply @ change of heart, She is tolerant
where she is helpless. Soys Bishop Q'Connor, "Rel~
igious liberty is merely endured until the opposite
can be carried info effect without peril to the Cotholic
world’. . . The archbishop of St Louis snce soid,
"Heresy and wunbelief avre &rimes. dand in
Christian . countries, a¢ in ltaly’ and Spain, for inét
ance, where oll the people are Catholics, and where
the Catholic religion is on essential part of the law.

of the lond, they are punished as other crimes’. . .

“Every cardinal, archbishop, and bishop in the Cathe

. olic Church takes an oath of allegiance to. the pope, in
which oceur the followlng words: *Heretics, schismatics,
and rebels to our said lord (the pope), or his aforesaid

successors, I will to my utmost persecute and apposes ?*

~~Josiah Strong, Our Country, Ch, 5, pars, %d,
MANY SINCERE CHRISTIANS

It is true that there are real Christians in the Boman
Catholic communion, Thousands in that churchareserving

God according to the best light they have, They are not ale

- lowed access to His word, and therefore theydo not discern
the ‘truth, They have never seen the contrast between a
living heart service and a round of mere forms and ceres

‘monies, God looks withpitying tendernessuponthese souls, ’

~educatéd. as they are in a faith that is delusive and une

" Ssatistying,” Hé ‘will tause rays of light to penctrate the ... .

- dense darkness that surrounds them, He will reveal to-
~ them the truth as it §s in.Jesus, and many will yet take'.

_their position with His people..

.. But Romanism.as 4 system is no wmore inhapme
““with the gospel of Christ now thaz ‘at any former period
< in her history. The Protestant churchesafe ingreat darke

) But Romanism as a system is no more in harmony
with the gospel of Christ now than at any former period
in her history, The Protestant churches areingreat darke
ness, or they would discern the signs of the times, The
Roman Church is far-reaching in her plans and modes of
operation, She is employing every device toc extend her
influence and increase hep power in preparation for a
fierce and determined conflict to regain control of the
world, to resestablish persecution, and to undo all that
Protestanttsm has done, Catholicism is gaining ground
upon every side, Seethe increasing number of her churches
and chapels in Protestant countries, Look atthe popularity
of her colleges and seminaries in America, 'so widely
patfonized by Protestants, Look at the growth of ritualism
in England and the frequent defections to the ranks of
the Catholics, These things should awaken the anxiety of

- all who prize the pure principles of the gospel, :

Protestants have tampered with and patronized
popery; they have made compromises and concessions
which papists themselves are surprised to see and fail
to understand, Men are closing their eyestothe real chare
acter of Romanism and the dangers to be apprehended
from her supremacy, The people need to be arousedto
resist the advances of this most dangerous foe to civil
and religious liberty, ' )

OVERTURES TO PROTESTANTISM

Many Protestants suppose that the Catholic religion
is unattractive and that its worshipis a dull, meaningless
round of ceremony, Here ‘they mistake, While Romanisim
is based upon deception, it is not & coarse and clumsy ime
posture, The religious service of the Roman Church is a
most impressive ceremonial, Its gorgeous display and sole
emn vites fascinale the senses of the people and silence
the voice of reason and ofconscience, The eye is charmed,
Magnificent churches, imposing processions s goldenaltars,
Jeweled shrines, choice paintings, and exquisite sculpture
appeal tec the love of beauty, The ear also is captivated,
‘The music is unsurpassed, The rich notes of the deeps
toned organ, blending with the melody of many voices as
it swells through the lofty domes and pillaredaisles of her

- grand cathedrals, cannot fail to impress the mind with awe

and reverence,

and the same lack of Scriptural evidence,.as with the
papist leaders who fabricated miracles tosupply the place
of a command from God, The asseftion that God’s judgs
ments are visited upon men for their violation of the
Sundayssabbath, will be repeated; already if is beginning
to be urged, And a movement toenforce Sunday observance
is fast gaining ground, 3 :

A NEW APPEARANCE (571)

The Roman Church now presents a fair front ko the
world, covering with apologies her record of horrible
cruelties, She has clothed herself in Christlike garments;
but she is unchanged, Every principle of the papacy that
existed in past ages exists today. The doctrines devised
in the darkest ages are still held, Let none deceive thems
selves, The papacy that Protestants are now so ready to
honor is the same that ruled the world in the days of the
Reformation, when men of God stood up, at the peril of -
their lives, to expose her iniguity, She possesses the same
pride and arrogant assumption that lorded # over kings
and princes, and claimed the prerogatives of God, Her.
spirit is no less cruel and despotic now than when she
crushed out human liberty and slew the saints of the Most
High, .

The popery is just what prophecy declared that she
would be, the apostasy of the latter times, 2 Thessas
lonians 2:8, 4, It is a part of her policy to-assume the
character which will best accomplish her purpose: but
beneath the variable appearance of the chameleon she
conceals-the invariable venom of the serpent, *Faith ought
not to be kept with heretics, " nor persons suspected of
-heresy” (Lenfant, volume 1, page 516), she declares,Shail
this power, whose record for a thousand years is written
in the blood of the saints, be now scknowledged as a part
of the church of Christ? )

It is not without reasen that the claim has been
put forth in Protestant countries thot Catholicism
differs less widely from Protestantism thon in former
times. There has been o change; but the change is
not in the papacy, Cotholicism indeed resembles
much of the Protestantism that now exists, because
‘Protestontism hos so grectly degenerated since the
days of the Reformers.

WIDE WORLD MHOTOS

“HIS DEADLY WOUND WAS HEALED AND ALL THE WORLD WONDERED AFTER THE BEA-Sf,?'

. Thie influence of Rome in the countries that once

acknowledged her dominion is still far from being des

stroyed, And prophecy foreteils a restoration of her
power, “1 saw one of his heads as it were wounded to
death; and his deadly wound was healed; and all the world
wondered after the beast,”® Verse 3, The infliction of the
deadly wound points to the abolition of the papacy in 1798,
After this, says the prophet, “his deadly wound was healed:

- and all the world wondered affer the beast.?’ Paul states -

_plainly that the *man of sin®” willcontinue until the second
adveént, Z Thessalonians 2388, To the very close of time
- ‘be will carryforward his work of deception,And the revelas

tor declares, also referring to the papacy: “All that dwell ;

apon the earth shall worship- him, whose names are not .

written in the book of life,”” Revelation 13:8,In both the :

)id and the New World, the papacy will receive homage in
" the honor paid to the Sunday institution, that rests solely -

upon the authority of the Romish Church, .4y

 ROME’S SABBATH

~ For about” 40 years, students of prophecy in the United
States have preSented this testimony to the world, In the

- - events now taking place is seen arapidadvance toward the .
fulfillment of the prediction, With Protestant teachers there

is the same claim of divine authority for Sunday keeping,
and the same lack of Scriptural evidence, as with the
papist leaders who fabricated miracles tosupply the place

. of & command from God, The"assertion that God’s judge

ments are visited upon men for their vielation of the

.. Sundayesabbath, will be repeated; already it is beginning
“to-be urged, And a movement toenfarce Sunday observance
-As fast gaining gronnd. » o T e

* Since, the middle of the nineteénth contury?

“Wioever shall believeéand

The Roman Church, with all its ramifications throughs
out the world, forms one vast organization under the
control, and designed to serve the interests, of the papal .
see, Its millions . of communicants, in every country on
the glebe, are instructed to. hold themselves as bound
in allegiance to the pope, Whatever their nationality or
their government, they are to regard ihe authority of the

‘church as above all other, Though they may take the oath

pledging their loyalty to the state, yet back of this lies the
vow of obedience to Rome, absolving them from every
pledge inimical to her interests, ‘ ‘

ROME NEVER CHANGES

And let it be remembered, it is the boast of Rome
that she never changes. The principles of Gregory VA
and Innocent HI are still the principles of ihe Romish -
Church, And had she but the power, she would put them in

- Dractice with as much vigor now as in past centuries,

L.et the principle once be established in the United States
that the: church may employ or- ¢control the .power of the

' state; that religious observances may be enforced ° by

secular laws; in short, thatthe authority of church and state

is to dominate the conscience, and the triumph of Rome
“inthis conntry is assured, -

God’s word has given warning of the impending danger;
let this be unheeded, and ihe Protestant world will learn
what the purposes of Rome really are, only when it is too-
late to escape the snare,She is silently growing into power,
Her doctrines are exerting their influence in legislative

" ‘halls, in the churches, and in the hearts of men, She is

piling up her lofty and massive structures in the secret

. recesses of which her former persecutions will be repeat.
“ied, Stealthily and unsuspectedly she.is strengthening her
,forces to furtheér her 'own ends when the time shall come
“7lfor her to strike, Allthat she desires is vantage ground, -

.. ‘dnd'this is already being given her, We shall soon see and
' shall fe6l “what the purpose ‘of tI

the Roman:élement is, .’
wordefGod wilk thereby -

¥/reproach and
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 BABYLON IS FALLEN |

“COME OUT OF HERM

In Revelation 14 the tirst angel is followed by o
second proclaiming: **Babyled is fallen, is fallen, that
great city, because she made oll nations drink of the
wine of the wrath of her fornication.’” Revelation 14:8
The term “Baobylon™ is derived from **Babel,”” and
signifies confusion. ¥ is employed in Seripture to
designate the various forms of folse or apostute relis
gion, o Revelation 17 Babylon is represented as o
woman == g figure which is used in the Bible as the
symbel of o church, o virtuous woman representing o
pure church, a vile woman an apostate church. (381)

WHO IS MODERN BABYLON ? (382

The wormaan (Babylon) of Revelation 17 is described
a& *tarrayed in purple and scarlet color, and decked with
gold and precious stones and pearls, having a golden cup
in her band full of abominations and filthiness: . . .and
upon her forehead was a name writien, Mystery, Bebylon
the Grear, the . mother of horlois »* Says the prophet:
#1- saw the woman drunken with the blood of the saints,
and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus.," Babylon is
futher declared to-be “4hat great city, - which reigneth over
the kings of the earth,® Revelation 17:4-8, 18, The power
that for so many centuries maintained despotic sway over
the monarchs of Christendom is Rome. The purple and
scarlet color, the gold and precious stones and pearls,
vividly pieture the magnificence and more than kingly
pomp affected by the haughty see of Rome. And no other
power could be so truly declared *‘drunken with the blood
of the saints™ as that church which has so cruelly per-
secuted the followers of Christ, Babylon is dlso charged
with the sin of unlawful connection with “‘the kings of the
earth.” It was by departure from the Lord, and alliance
with the heathen, that the Jewish church became a harlot;
and Rome, corrupting herself in like manner by seeking the
support of worldly powers, receives a like condemnation,

Babylon is said to be *the mother ofharlots.” By her
daughter:  must be symbolized churches that cling to
her doctrines and traditions, and follow her example of
sacrificing the truth and. the approval of God, in order to
form an unlawful allisnce with the world. The message
of Revelation 14, announcing the fell of Babylon must
apply to religious bodies that were once pure and have
become corrupt, Since this message follows the warnings
of the judgment, it must be given in the iast days; there.
fore it cannot refer to the Romish Church alone for that
church has been in a fallen condition for many centuries,
Furthermore, in the eighteenth chapter of the Revelstion,
in a message which is yet foture, the people of God are
ecalled upon to comeputef Babylon, According to this scrip-
ture, many of God’s people muststillbein Babylon, And in
what religious bodies are the greater pari of the followers
of Christ now to be found? Without doubt, in the various
churches professing the Protestant faith, At the time of
their rise these churches took a noble stand for Ged
and the truih, and His blessing was withthem, Even the une
believing world was constrained to acknowledgze the bens
eficent .results that followed an acceptance of the prin.
ciples of the gospel. In the words of the prophet to Israel:
**Thy renown went forth among the heathen for thy beauty:
for it was perfect through My comeliness, which I had
put upon thee, saith the Lord God,*” But they fell by the
same desire which was the curse and ruin of Israel—

the desire of imitating the practices and courting the
friendship of the ungodly, “*Thou didst trust in thine own -

beauty, and playedst the harlof because of thy renown,”
Ezekiel 16:14, 15. . ., B g '
Besides a sinful unjon with the world, the c¢hurcies
that separated from Rome present pther of her charac.
teristics, ‘ ' L FeE T :
) A Romish work makes the chaige: *sif the Church
of Rome were ever guilty of idolatry in reiation to the

saints, her daughter, the Church of England, stands guilty

of the ‘same, which has ten churches dedicated to Mary:
for one dedicated to Christ—Richard Challoner, The
Catholic - Christion’  Instrucied , Preface, pages 21, 22,

And Mr. Hopkins, in “A Treatise on the Millens

ninm,” “declares: *Theré i§ no reason to consider the

ankiehristian spirit and practices to be confined o that
which is now called the Church of Rome, The Protestant
‘cHirches have much of antichrist in them, and are far
“from being wholly reformed from, . .corruplions and
. ‘wickedness,-Samuel Hopkins, Woerks vol, 2, p. 328,

Concerning the separation of the Presbyterian Chureh

“from Rome, Dr, Guihrie writes: “Three hundred years
ago, our church, with an open Bible on her banner, and
this motto, “Search ‘the Scriptures,” on her scroll,
marched out from the gates of Rome.” 'Then he asks
the significant question: “Did they come cleon out of
Babylon?’—Thomas  Guihrie, The Gospel in = Ezebicl,
~page 237, ‘

#he Chureh of England,” says Spirgeon, “seems.

to be eaten through and through with sacramentarianism;

" but non-conformity appears te be almost as badly riddled
with philosophical infidélity, Those of whom we thgught
better things are turning aside one by one from the fundas
mentals of the faith, Through and through, I believe, the
very heart of England is:honeycombed with a damnable
ihfidelity which dares still po into-the pulpit and call Hself

. Christian.”, ., : N : (389)
The second angel’s message of Revelation 14 was first
_preached in the summer of 1844, and it then had 2 more

s (383) -

direct application to the churches of the United States,
where the warning of the judgment kad been most widely
proclaimed and most generally rejected, and where the
declension in the churches had been most rapid, But the
message of the second angel did not reach its complete
fulfiliment in 1844, The churches thenexperiencedamoral
fall, in consequence of their refusal of the licht of the ade

vent message; but that fall was not complete, As they =
have continued to reject the special truths for thistime -

they have fallen lower and lower, Not yet, however, can
it be said that “Babylon is fallen, . . .because she made
all novions* drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornis
eation,” She has not yet made gll nations do this. The
spirit of world-conforming and indifference to the testing
truths for our time exists and has been gaiping ground
in churches of the Protestant faith in all the countries of
Christendom; and these churches are included in the solemn
and terrible denumciation ‘of the second angel. But the
work of apostasy has not yet reached its culmination,

The Bible declares that before the coming of the
Lord, Sotan will work “with alf power and signs and
lying wonders, ond with all deceivebleness of uva-
rightecusness;” ond they thot “received nof the love
of the truth, that they might be soved,” will be left to
teceive *‘strong delusion, thot they should believe o
lie.”” 2 Thessalonjons 2:9-11. Not vntil this condi.
tion shall be reoched, ond the wnien of the church
with the world shall be fully accomplished throughout
Cheistendom, will the foll of Bobylen be complete.
The chn’n?e is o progressive one, ond the perfecy fuls
fillment of Revelation 14:8 is yet future,

Motwithstanding the spiritual darkness and aliens
atien from God that exist in the churches which conw
stitute Babylon, the great body of Christ's true follow=
ars are still te be found in their communion. There
are many of these who have never seen the speciol
truths for this time. Mot o few ore dissatisfied with
their present condition ond are longing for cledrer

- light. They look in vain for the imoge of Christ in the

churches with which they are connected. As these
bodies depart further and further from the #ruth, ond
ally themselves meore closely with the world, the
difference between the two classes will widen, and it
will finally result in seporation, The time will come
when those who love God supremely con no longer re-
main’in ¢connection with such as are “lovers of pleas.

_.ures more than lovers.of God; huving a form of godli~

ness, but denying the power thereof.”’ . :
. Revelation 18 points to the time when, as the re-
sult of rejecting the threefold warning of Revelation

'14:6-12, the church will have fully reached the condis’
tion foretold by the second angel, and the people of .

Ged still in Babylen will be called vpon to separate
from her communion, This message is the last that

will ever be given to the world;-ond it will accomplish -

its work. When those that “'helieved not the truth, but
had “pleasure ' in. unrighteousness’’ (2 Thessolenians
2:12), shall be left to receive strong delusion and fo

believe a lie, then the light of fruth will shine upon
ull whose heurts ore open to receive it, ond oll the

childven of the Lord that rémain in Babylon will heed

- the call: *Come out of her, My people’ (Revelation
& 13:"? . . ‘ )

WHOHAS CHANGED? -~ - . G711

It is not without reason that the claim has been put
forth in Protestant countries that Catholicism differs less
widely from Protestantism than in former times. There
has been a change; but the change is notin the papacy.
Catholicism indeed resembles much of the Protestantism

that now exists; because Protestzntism has so greatly

degenerated since the days of the Reformers.

As the Pruiestant churches have been Seeking the
favor of the world, false charity has blinded their eyes.
They do not see but that it is right to believe good of all

‘evil, and as the inevitable result they will finally believe

evil of all good, Instead of standing in defense of the

falth once delivered to the saints, ‘they are now, as it
' were, apologizing to Rome for their uncharitable opinion

of her, bepging pardon for their bigotry. =~ = |

Y PEOPLE Rev. 18:4

A prayerful study of the Bible would show Protestants
the redl character of the papacy and would cause them to
.abhor and to shun it; but many are so wise in their own
conceit that they feel no need of humbly seeking God that
they may be led info thetruth, Although priding themselves
on their enlightenment, they are ignorant both of the
Scriptures and of the power of God, They must have some
means of quieting their consciences, and they seek that
which is least spiritual and humilisting, What they desire
is a method of forgetting God which shall pass as a method

. of rememberinz Him,. The papacy is well adapted to meet

the wants of all these, It is prepared for two classes of
mankind, embracing nearly the whole world—those who
would be saved by their merits, and those who would be
saved in their sins, Here is the secret of ifs power,

In the movements now in progress. in. the United
States to secure for the institutions and usages of the
church the support of the state, Protestants are follows

: ing in the steps of papists. May, more, they are opens

ing the door for popery to regain in Protestant America
the supremucy which she hos lost in the Old World,
And thot which gives gresater significance to this
-movement is the foct that the principal object contems
ploted is the enforcement of Sunday observance == a
custom which ‘originafed with Rome, and which she
claims os the sign of her outhority. It is the spirit of
the popacy =~ the spirit of conformity to worldly cus-

. tams, the wveneration for human traditions obove the

commandments of God ~-that is permeating the Protess
tant churches ond leading them on to do the same
work of Sunday exaltotion which the papacy hus done
before then » ~ : {592}

‘As the Protestant churches reject the clear, Serips
tural arguments in defense of Ged’s law, they will leng
to silence those whose foith they connot sverthrow by
the Bible. Though they blind their own eyes to the
fact, they are new ndopting a course which will lead
to the persecution of those who censcienteously ree
fuse to do whot the rest of the Christion world are
goigg, and dcknowledge the claims of the papal sab-

afh.

The dignitaries of church ond state will unite to
bribe, persuade, or compel all classes to honor the
Sundoy. The lack of divine authority will be supplied
by oppressive enactments. Political  corruption is
destroying love of justice and regord for truth; and
even in free America rulers ond legislaters, in order fo
secure public faver, will yield to the popular demand
for ‘g low enfercing Sunday observance. Liberty of
conécience, which has cost so greot a sacrifice, will
no longer be respected. In the sooncoming conflict
we shall see exemplified the prophet’s words: “The |
dragon was wroth with the womon, and went to make
wor with the remnont of her seed, which keep the -
commondments of God, and have the testimony of
Jesus Christ.”” Revelation 12:17.

SATAN’S GREAT DECEPTION {6?4)

As the crowning act in the great drama of deception,
Satan himself will personate Christ, The church has long
professed to look to the Saviour’s advent as the consummas
tion of her hopes. Now the grest deceiver will make it
appear that Christ has come. In different parts of the
earth, Satan will manifest himself among men 25 a

-majestic being of dazzling brighitness, resembling the

deseription of the Son of God given by John in the Reves
lation, Revelslion 1:13.15, The glory that surrounds him
is unsurpassed by anything that mortal eyes have yet bes

" * ‘held, The shout of trivimph rings out upon the air: “Christ

has comel Christ has comel® The people prostrate

“themselves in adoration before him, while be lifts up his
“~hands and propounces -a blessing upon them; as Christ

blessed His disciples when He was upon the ‘earth. His

“yoiee is soft and subdued, vet foll of melody, In gentle,
- compassionate fones- he: presents some of the same
. ‘gracious, <heavenly truths which the Saviour uttered;
“'he heals the diseases of the people, and thep, in his as.

sumed character of Christ, he claims to have changed
fhe Sabbath to Sunday, and commands all to hallow the
day . which he has blessed, He declares that those who
persist.in keéping holy the seventh day are blaspheming

. his mame. by refusing to listen to his angels sent to them

with Hght and truth. This is the strong, almost overs

. mastering delusion, . . . {625)-

7 But the people of God will hot be misled, The teache
ings of this false christ are not in ‘secordance with the
Seriptures, His blessing is pronouncedupon theworshipers
of the beast and his image, the very ¢lass upon whom the
Bible declares that God”s unmingled wrath shall be poured
out. ' : R

- And, furthermiore, Safen is not permitted to counts
erfeit the manner of Christ's advent., The Savieur haos
warned His people against deception vpon this point, -
ond hos clearly foretold the monner of His second com=
ing, “'There shall arise folse christs, and false proph-
ets; and shall show great signs ond wonders; insemuch
that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very
elect. « Wherefore if they shall say unto you, Behold,
He s in the desert; go not forth: behold, He is in the
secret chambers; believe it not. For as the lightning

.cometh out of the east and shineth even unio the west;

so shall also the coming of the Son of mom be.”” Mate
thew 24:24+27, 31: 25:31; Revelation 1:7; 1 Thessa-
lonians 4:16, 17. "This coming there is no possibility
of counterfeiting. | It will be“universally known =~

‘witnessed by the whole world. |
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SPIRITUALISM INVADES THE CHURCHES

The doctrine of man's consciousness in death, es-
pecially the belief that spirits of the dead return to
‘minister to the living, hos prepored the way for modern
spiritualism. « « . ) {551)

While professing to bring the living into communi-
cation with the dead, the prince of evil exercises his
bewitching influence upon their minds. -

He has power to bring before men the appecrance
of their departed friends. The counterfeit is perfect;
the familiar look, the words, the tone, ore reproduced
with marvelous distinctness. Many are comforted
with the assurence thot their loved ones are enjoying
the bliss of heaven, and without suspicion of danger,
they give ear *"to seducing spirits, and doctrines of
‘devils,”

When they hove been led to believe that the dead
actually return to communicote with them, Sotan causes
those to appear who went info the graove unprepoared.
They cloim to be happy in heaven and even 1o occupy
exalted positions there, ond thus the erroi is widely
taught thot nodifference is made betweenthe righfecus
and the wicked, The pretended visitants from the
world of spirits sometimes utter cavtions and wermings
which prove fo be correct. Then, os confidence is
goined, they present doctrines that directly undermine
faith in the Scriptures, » « »

SPIRITUALISM NOW CHANGING (557)

: £

e §- 2 > - .
Ag tha-great throng  whith: hed getherad frem y parts of the Unitsd Steiss and
Canuda snd from.meny denominstions: wers m fogather in the lave and Unity
prevailing at the Canventics, s o8 of hewds wem up in wonhip o the Father, she
Son, and 'tha Haly: Spisls.

I is true that spiritualism is now changing its form
and, veiling some of its more objectionable features, is
asswming a Christian guise, But lis uiterances from the
platform and the press have been before the publie for
nearly forty years, and inthese its real character stands
revealed, These teachings cannot be denied or hidden,

Even in iis present form, so far from belng more
worthy of toleration than formerly, it is really 4 more
dangerous, becaiise a more subile, deception, While it
formerly denounced Christ and the Bible, it nowprofesses
to accept both, But the Bible is interpreied in a manner
that is pleasing fo the unrenewed heart, while its selemn
and vital iruths are made of no effect. Love s dwelt
upon as the chief attribute of God, but it is degraded to &
weak sentimentalisim, makinglittie distinctionbetween good
and evil, God’s justice, His denunciations of sin, the re-
quirements of His holy law, are all kept out of sight, The
people are taught to regard the Decaloguedsa dead letter,
Pleasing, bewitching fables captivate the senses and lead
men to reject the Bible as the foundation of their faith.
Christ is as verily denied as before; but Satan has so
biinded the eyes of the people that the deception is not
discerned,

A THREEFOLD RELIGIOUS UNI%l;ia)
Through the two great errovs, the lmmortality of the
soul and Sunday sacredness, Satan will bring the people
under his deceptions, While the former lays the foundation
of spiritualisi, the lstter creates a bond of sympathy
“with Rome, The Protestants of the United Siates will be
foremost in stretching their hands scross the gulifo grasp
the hand of spiritualism; they will reach over the abyss
to clasp hands with the Roman power; and under the in«
fluence of this three-fold union, this country will follow
“4n the steps of Rome in trampling on the rightsof
conseience, ' )

As spivitualism wore closely imitates the nominal
Christianity of the day, it has greater power fo deceive
and ensnare, Satan himself is converted, after the modern
order of things., He will appear inthe character of an 'f*mgelv
of light, Through the agency of spiritualism, miracleswill
be wrought, the sick will be healed, and many undeniable

~wonders will be perforimed, And as thespirits will profess
faith in the Hivle, and manifest respect forthe instiutions
of the ghurch, their work will be acgepted as o manifestas
tion of divine power,

The line of distinction between professed Christians
and the wngodly is new hardly distinguishable. Church
menibers love what the world loves aud are ready to join
with thew, and Satan determines to unite them in one body
and thus strengthen his cause by sweeping all into the
ranks of spiritualism, Papists, wlo boast of miracles
as 4 certain sikn of the true church, will be readily des
ceived by this wonder-working power; and Protestunls,
having cast away the shield of truth, will also be geluded,
Papists, Protestants, and worldlings will alike accept the
form of godliness without the power, and they will see in
this union a grand movement for the conversion of the
world and the ushering in of the longsexpected millenniuin,

REVELATION, 16

13 And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs
come out of the mouth of the dragon, and ont of
the mouth of the beast, sand out of the mouth of the
false prophet.

14 For they are the spirits of devils, working
miracles, which go forth unte the kings of the earth
and of the whole world. to gather them to the baiile
of that great day of God Almighty.

STRIFEwes WAR === BLOOD SHED

Through spiritualism, Satan appears asabenefactorof
the race, healing the diseasés of the people, and profess

sing to present & new and more exalted system of religions

faith; but at the same time he works as a destroyer. His
temptations are leading multitudes to ruin, lntemperance
dethrones reason; sensual indulgence, strife, and hloodshed
follow, Satan delights in war, for it excites the worst
passions of the soul and then sweeps into eternity lts
victims steeped in vice and blood. It is his object to incite
the nations to war against one another, for he can thus
divert the minds of the people from the work of preparation
to stand in the day of God. :
Satan works through the efements alsoto garnér his

"harvest of unprepared souls. He has studied the secrets

of the laboratories of nature, and hie uses all his power to
control the elements ag far as God allows, When he was
suffered to affiict Job, how quickly flocks and herds, ser-
vants, houses, children, were swept away, one trouble sucs
ceeding another as in a moment, Tt is God that shields
His creatures and hedges them in from the power of the
destroyer. But the Christian world have shown contempt
for the law of Jehovah; and the Lord will do just what He
has declared that He would—He will withdraw His bless.
ings from the earth and remove His protecting care from
those who are rebelling apainst His law and teaching and
foreing others to do the same. Satan has control of all
whom God does not especlally guard., He will favor and
prosper some In order to further his own designs, and he
will bring trouble upon others and lead mento belleve that
it is God who is afflicting them,

DISEASE, DISASTER, RUIN (589)
TORNADOES, FLOODS, CYCLONES

While sppearing to the children of men as a great
physician whe can heol all their malodies, he will
bring disease and disaster, until populous cities are
reduced to ruin ond desolation, Even now he is at
work. In accidents ond colomities by sea and by land,
in great conflagrations, in fierce tornadoes and ferrific
hailstorms, in tempests, floods, cyclones, tidal waves,
and earthquakes, in every place and in o thousand
forms, Sotan is exercising his power., He sweeps
away the ripening harvest, ond fomine and distress
follow. He imparts to the cir a deadly taint, ond
thousands perish by the pestilence, These visitations
are to become more and more frequent and disostrous.
Destruction will be upon both man and bezast. "‘The
earth mourneth ond fodeth oway,” **the haughty peo-
gle . , » do languish. The earth also is defiled under
the inhabitants thereof; becouse they have trans-
gressed the laows, chonged the ordinance, broken the
everlasting covenant.”” Isaiah 2414, 5.

SABBATH KEEPERS BLAMED (590)

And then the great deceiver will persuade men that
those who serve Godarecausingtheseevils, The class that
have provoked the displeasure of Heaven wil c¢harge all
their troubles upon those whose cbedience to God’s coms
nigndments is a perpetual reproof to'transgressors, It will
be declared that men are offending God by the violation of
the Sundayssabbath; that this sin has brought calamities
which will ot cease untll Sunday observance shall be
strictly enforced: and that those who present theclaims of
the fourth commandment, thus destroying reverence for
Sunday, are troublers of the people, preventing their re.
storation o divine favor and temporal prosperity, Thus
the accusation urged of old against the servant of God will
be repeated and upon grounds egqually well established:
“And It came to pass, when Abab saw Elijah, that Ahab
-gaid unto him, Art thon he that troubleth Israel? And he
answered, 1 have not troubled Israel; but thou, and thy
father’s house, in that ye have forsaken the commands

ments of the Lord, and thou hast followed Baalim,*
I Kings 18:17, 18, As the wrath of the people shall be
excited by false charges, they will pursue a course toward
God's ambassadors very similar to that which apostate
Israel pursued toward Elijah.

The miraclesworking power manifestedthrough spirite
dalism will exert its influence against those who choose.
to obey God rather than men, £

Satan’s policy in: this final conflict with God’s people
is the same that he employed in the opening of the great
controversy in heaven, He professed to be seeking to proe
mote the stability of the divine government, while secretly
bending every effort to secure s overthrow, Andthe very

work which he was thus endeavoring to accomplish he

charged upon the loyal angels, The same policy of deceps
tion has marked the history of the Romish Church, It has
professed to act as the vicegerent of Heaven, while seek»
g to exalt itself above God and to change His law, Under
the rule of Rome, those who suffered death for their fidelity,
to the gospel were denounced as evildoers; they were des
clared to be in league with $atan, andevery possible means
was employed to cover them with reproach, to cause them
to appear in the eves of the people and even to themselves
ag the vilest of criminals, So ¥ will be now, While Satan
seeks to destroy those who honor God’s law, he will cause
them to be accused as lawbreakers, as men who are diss
honoring God and bringing judgments upon the world, » . o -

FREEDOM LOST TO FORCE ©92

Those who honor the Bible Sabbath will be denounced as
enemies of law and prder, as breaking down the mordl
restraints of society, causing anarchy and corruption, and
calling down the judgments of God upon the earth, Thelr
conscientious seruples will be pronpunced obstinacy, stube
bornness, and contempt of authority, They will be accused
of disaffection toward the sovernment, Ministers whodeny
the obligation of the divine law will present from the pulpit
the duiy of yielding obedience to the eivil authorities as
ordained of God. In legislative halls aud courts of justice,
commandment kespers will be misrepresented and cons
demned. A false coloring will be givento their words; the
worst construetion will be put upon their motives,

As the Protestant churches reject the clear, Seriptural
arguments in defense of God'slaw, theywill long to silence
those whose fzith they cannot overihrow by the Bible,
Though they blind their own eyes to the fact, they are now
adopting a course which will Jead to the persecution of
those who consclentiously refuse to do what the rest of
the Christian world are deing, and acknowledge the claims
of the papal sabbath,

The dignitaries of church ond state will dnite to
bribe, persuade, or compel oll clusses to honor the
Sunday. The lack of divine authority will be supplied
by oppressive enoetments. Political corruption is
destroying love of justice ond regurd for truth; and
gven in free Americd, rulers end legislators, in order
to secure public fovor, will yield to the popular de-
mand for a law enforcing Sunday observance. l.iberty
of conscience, which has cost so great o sacrifice,
will no longer be respected. In the sconcoming con-
flict we shall see exemplified the prophet’s words:
“The dragon was wroth: with the woman, dnd went to
make wor with the remnant of her seed, which keep
the commondments of God, and have the testimonyof
Jesus Christ.” Revelation 12:17,
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THIS WRITER ALSO PREDICTED :

. . . The Lord is soon to come. In fire and flood and earthquake
He is warning the inhabitants of this earth of His soon approach. O
that the people may know the time of their visitatien! . . ,"" (LS 412)

“. . . In quick succession the judgments of God will follow one
another, -~ fire and flood and earthquakes, with war and bloedshed. Some-
thing great and decisive will soon of necessity take place.”"(RH 7-5-1906)

GOD'S RESTRAINT OVER SATAN WITHDRAWN

“Through spiritualism, Satan appears as a benefactor of the race,
healing the diseases of the people, and professing to present a new and
more exalted system of religious faith; but at the same time he works as
a destroyer . . ."* (GC 589)

“Satan works through the elements also to garner his harvest of un-
prepared souls. He has studied the secrets of the laboratories of nature,
and he uses all his power to control the elements as far as God allows
. « . It is God that shields His creatures and hedges them in from the
power of the destroyer . . .”" (GC 589)

“. . . Satan has control of all whom God does not especially guard.
He (Safan) will faver and prosper some in order to further his own de-
signs, and he will bring trouble upon others and lead men to believe that
i is God who is afflicting them.” (GC 589)

_ ““While appearing to the children of men os a great physician who
can heal all their maladies, he will bring disease and disaster, until
populous cities are reduced to ruin and desolation, Even now he is at
. work. In accidents and calamities by sea and by land, in greot conflo-
grations, in fierce tornadoes and terrific hailstorms, in tempests, floods,
cyclones, tidal waves, and earthquakes, in every place and in athousand
forms, Satan is exercising his power. He sweeps away the ripening
‘harvest, and famine and distress follow. He imparts to the air a deadly
taint, and thousands perish by the pestilence. These visitations are to
become more and more frequent and disastrous. Destruction will be upon
both man ond beast. *The earth mourneth and fadeth away,’ ‘the haughty
people . . . do languish. The earth alse is defiled under the inhabitants
thereof; because they have transgressed the laws, changed the ordinance,
broken the everlasting covenant.' Isaiah 24:4,5" (GC 589-590)
SATAN GAINS CONTROL

“. . . Communications from the spirits will declare that God has
sent them to convince the rejectors of Sunday of their error, affirming
that the laws of the land should be obeyed as the law of God ..."
(GC 591) *. . . that those who present the claims of the fourth com-
mandment, thus destroying reverence for Sunday, are iroublers of the
people, preventing their restoration to divine favor and temporal pros-
*berity. « « . As the wrath of the people shall be excited by false charges,
they will pursue a course toward God's ambassadors very similar to that
which apostate Israel pursued toward Elijoh.” (GC 590)

“_. . The dignitaries of church and state will unite to bribe, per-
suade, or compel all classes to honor the Sunday. The lack of divine

" authority will be supplied by oppressive enactments . . . and even in
free America, rulers and legislators, in order to secure public favor, will
Yg&id 1'02 the popular demand for. a law enforcing Sunday observence . . ."
(GC 59 -

‘-'Bw,)' the decree enforcing the institution of the papacy in violation
of the law of God, our nation will disconnect herself fully from righteous-
ness ., .." (5T 451) ,

UN}TV‘EB STATES TO BE CHASTEHWED

“When our nation, in its legislative coyncils, shall enact laws fo.
bind the consciences of men in regard to their religious privileges, ens
forcing Sunday observance, and bringing oppressive power to bear against
those who keep the seventh-day Sabbath, the law of God will, 1o ¢ll

intents and purposes, be made void in our land; and national apostasy

will be followed by natienal rvin.” (RH 12-18-88)

“|4 is at the time of national apostasy, when acting on the policy of
Satan, the rulers of the land will rank themselves on the side of the man
of sin == it is then the measure of guilt is full; the national apostasy is
the signal for notional ruin.”” (GCB 4-13-91:259)

“The people of the United States have been a favored people; but
when they restrict religious liberty, surrender Protestantism, and give
countenance to popery, the measure of their guilt will be full, and *na-
tional apostasy’ will be registered in the books of heaven, The result
of this apostasy will be nationel ruin.” (RH 5-2-93)

*Said the angel: ‘hear, O heavens, the cry of the oppressed, and
reward the oppressors double according to their deeds.” This nation will

yet be humbled into the dust . . ."" (1T 259)

A FEARFUL AGENT OF DESTRUCTION

**The time is near when the large cities will be visited by the judg-
ments of God. In a little while these cities will be terribly shaken. Neo
-matter how large or how -strong their buildings, no matter how many safe-
guards against fire have been pravided, let God touch these buildings,
and in a few minutes or o few hours they are in ruins.
~ *“The ungodly cities of our world are to be swept away by the besom
of destruction . . ."" (7 T 83)

: *|5y the visions of the night o very impressive scene passed before
me. | sow an immense ball of fire fall among some beautiful mansions,
causing their instant destruction. - | heard someone say: ‘We knew that
the judgments of God were coming upon the earth, but we did not know
that they would come so. soon.” Others, with agonized voices, said:
“You knew! Why then did you not tell us? We did not know.” On every
side | heard similar words of reproach spoken.” (97T 28)

*These wonderful exhibitions will be more numerous and terrible
just before the second coming of Christ, and the end of the world, as
signs of its speedy destruction . . . These fiery issues have been and
will be His agents to blot out from the earth very wicked cities. . .
The mountains will burn like @ furnace, and will pour forth terrible
‘streams of lavd, destroying gardens and fields, villages and cities . . .
The earth will be convulsed, and there will be eruptions and earthquak-
ers everywhere.” (Spirit of Prophecy, Yol. 1, pp. 82-85)

. . . Laost Fridey morning, just before | awoke, o very impressive
scene was presented before me. | seemed to awake from sleep but was
not in my heme, From the windows | could behold a terrible conflagration.
Great balls of fire were falling upon houses, and from these balls firey
arrows were flying in every direction. It was impossible to check the
fires that were kindled, and many places were being destroyed. The terror
of the people was indescribable.” Letter 278, 1906

TRAPPED IN THE CITIES

. . . For the present we shall have to occupy meeting houses in the
cities. But erelong there will be such strife and confusion in the cities,
that those who wish fo leave them will not be able. We must be preparing
for these issues. This is the light that is given me.” (Country Living,
p. 1) o .
Y. . . Are those who should appreciate the value of souls carrying,
with Christ, a burden of heaviness and constant sorrow, mingled with
tears, for the wicked cities of the earth? The destruction of these cities,
almost wholly given up fo idolatry, is impending . . ."" (8T 32:2)

0 that God's people had a sense of the impending destruction of
thousands of cities, now elmost given te idolatry.” (RH 9<10 1903)

SPECIFIC CITIES MENTIONED

“, . « We cannot tell when in Los Angeles and in other cities, the
heavy judgments of God may fall as they have in San Francisce , ."
(RH 9-5-1907) L ‘

“Not long hence these cities will suffer under the judgments of God.-
San Francisco and Odkland are becoming as Sedom and Gomerrah, and
the Lord will visit them in wrath.”” (M.5. 114, 1902) (Before San Fran-
cisco Earthquake) ‘ : ‘

**On one oceasion, when in New Yerk City, 1'was in the night season
called upon to behold buildings rising story oftér story toward heaven.
These buildings were warranted to be fireproof, and they were erected to
glorify their owners and builders . . . )

“*The scene thot next passed before me was an alarm of fire: Men

‘looked at the lofty and supposedly fire-proof buildings and said: ‘They

are perfectly safe.” But those buildings were consumed as if made of
pitch. The fire engines could do nothing to stay the destruction. The
firemen were unable to operate the engines. , ‘

#, .+ | was shown a large buiiding in Chicage, which, in ifs erection
and equipment, cost a large amount of money. And | was shown theerror
of investing means in any such buildings in our cities. : '

““At the time that | saw this representation, scenes that would soon
take place in Chicago, and other large cities also, passed before me.
As wickedness increased, ond the protecting power of God was with-
drawn, there were destructive winds and tempests, buildings were de-
stroyed by fire and shaken down by earthquakes . . .

“Some time after this, | was shown that the vision of buildings in
Chicage and the draft upon the means of our people to erect them, and
their destruction; was presented fo me ds an object-lesson for cur people,
warning them not to invest largely of their means in property in Chicago,
or any other city, unless the providence of God should positively open
the way and plainly point our duty to build or buy as necessary in giving
the note of warning. A similor caution was given in regard to building in
Los Angeles. Repeatedly | have been instructed that we must not invest
means in the erection of expensive buildings in cities!" (Letter 3:20-06)
(Quoted in Divine Prediction Fulfilled, p. 418)

“While af Loma Linda, California, April 16, 1906, there passed
before me o most wonderful representation. During a vision of the night,
| stood on an eminence, from which | could see houses shoken like a
reed in the wind. Buildings, great and small, were falling to the ground.
Pleasure resorts, theaters, hotels, and the homes of the wealthy were

shaken and shattered. Many lives were blotted out of existence, and the

air was filled with the shrieks of the injured and the terrified.

“The destroying angels of God were ot work. One touch, ond buiid-
ings, so thoroughly constructed that men regarded them as secure against
every danger, quickly became heaps of rubbish. There was no assurance
of safety in any place. 1 did not feel in any special peril, but the awful-
ness of the scenes that passed before me | canriot find words to describe.
It seemed that the forbearance of God was exhausted and that the judg-
ment day had come.” (9T 92:3,94:1) ‘

“The trades unions will be one of the agencies that will bring upon
this earth a time of trouble such as has not been since the world began.”
(Letter 200, 1903)

“The work of the people of God is to prepare for the events of the
future, which will soon come upon them with blinding force. In the world
gigantic monopolies will be formed. Men will bind themselves fogether in
vnions that will wrop them in the folds of the enemy. A few men will
combine to grasp all the means to be obtained in certain lines ofbusiness;
Trades unions will be formed, ond those who refuse to join these unions
will be marked men:” Lefter 26, 1903.

“These unions are one of the signs of the last days. Men are binding
up in bundles ready to be burned. They may be church members, but while
they belong to these unions, they cannot possibly keep the commandments
of God; for to belorig to these unions means to disregard the entire Deca-
logue' (Leﬁer 26, ]903)

“It is no time now for God’s people to be fixing theit affections or
laying up their treasure in the world. The time is not far distant, when,
like the early disciples, we shall be forced to seek a refuge in desolate
and solitary places. As the siege of Jerusalem by the Roman armies
was the signal for flight to the Judeon Christians, se the assumption of
power on the part of our nation in the decree enforcing the popal sabbath
will be a warning to us. It will then be time to leave the large cities,
preparatory to leaving the smaller ones for retired homes in secluded
places among the mountains. And now, instead of seeking expensive
dwellings here, we should be preparing to move to a better country,
even a heavenly. [nstead of spending our means in self-gratification,
we should be studying to economize. Every talent lent of God should
be used to His glory in giving the warning to the world . . ."" (5T 464:3)
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THE FINAL WARNING

'WE CAN TRUST GOD’S WORD ONLY

1 saw another angel come down from heaven, having
great power; and the earth was liphtened with his glory.
And he cried mightily with a strong voice, saying, Babye
lon the great is fallen, is fallen, and is become the habita-
tion of devils, and the hold of every foul spirit, and 2 cage
of every mclean and hateful bird,”” ““And 1 heard another
voice from heaven, saying, Come out of her, My pecple,
that ye be not partakers of her sins, andﬂxatyemcelve
not of her plagnes.” Revelation 18:1, 2 4. j (603)

This scripture points k)mrdtnaﬁme when the ane
nouncement of the fall of Babylon, as made by the second
angel of Revelation 14 (verse 8), is to be repeated, with
the adaitional mention of the corruptions which have been
entering the various organizations that constitute Babylon,
since that message was first given, in the simmer of
1844, A terrible condition of the religious world is bere
described, With every rejection of truth the minds of the
people will become darker, their hearis more stubborn,
until they are entrenched in an infidel hardihood, In de-
fiance of the warnings which God bhas given, they will con-
tinue to trample upon one of the precepisof the Decalogue,
until they are led to persecute those who hold i sacred,
Christ is set at nought in the contempt placed upen His
word and His people, As the teachings of spiritmalism
are accepted by the churches, the restraint imposed upon
the carnal heart is removed, and the profession of re-
ligion will become a cloak to concesl the basest iniguity,
A belief in spirilual manifestationsopens the door to seducs
ing spirits and doctrines of devils, and thus the influence
of evil angels will be felt in the chmrches, .

PROPHECIESFULFILLED (605)

Heretofore those who presented the truths of thethird
angel’s message have often been regarded as merealarms
ists, Their predictions that religions intolerance would gain

- control in the United States, that church and staie would
unite to persecute those who keep the commandments of
God, have been pronounced groundless and absurd. ¥ has
been confidently declared that thisland conld never become
other than what # bas been—ihe defender of religious
freedom, But 3s the question of enforcing Sinday observs
ance is widely agiiated, the event so long doubted and dis-
believed is seen to be approachking, and the third message
will produice an effect which it could not have had before,

In every generation God has sent His servants to re.
bike sin, both inthe worldandinthe church, But the people
desire smooth things spoken to them, and the pure; ame
varnished truth isnot accepiable, Many reformers, inecters
ing upon their work, determined to exercise greatpm-
dence in abacking the sins of the church and the nation,

- They hoped, by the example of 2 pure Christian life, to -

lead the people back to the docirines of the Bible, But the
Spirit of God came upon them as it came upon Elijah,

- moving him to rebuke the sins of a wicked king and an
apostate people; they could not refrain from preaching
the plain utterances of the Bible—docirines which they
had been reluctant to present, They were impelled o
zealously declare the truth and the danger which threat.
ened souls. The words which the Lord gave them they
uttered, fearless of consequences, and the people were com-
pelled to hear the warning.

BABYLON’S SINS AMAZE MILLIONS

Thus the message of the third angel will be proclaimed,

As the time comes for it to be given with greatest power,

" the Lord will work through humble instruments,Jeading the
minds of those who consecrate themselves to His service,
‘The Iaborers will be qualified rather by the unction of His
Spirit than by the training of literary institutions, Men of
faith and prayer will be constrained to go forth with holy

zeal, declaring the words which God gives them, The sins -

of Babylon will be 1aid open, The fearful resulis of enfores
ing the observances of the church by civil authority, the
inroads of spirituslism, the stealthy but rapid progress of
the papal power—all will be unmasked, By these solemn
warnings the people will be stirred, Thousandsupen thotise
ands will listen who have never heard words like these, In
amazement they hear the testimony that Babylon is the
church, fallen because of her errors and sins, because of
her rejection of the truth sent to her from heaven.

PREACHERS ARE THESE THINGS SO?

As ihe people go o their former teachers with the
eager inguiry, Are these things so? the ministers pre-
sent fables, prophesy smooth things, to soothe their fears
and quiet the awakened conscience, But sinee many refuse
1o be satisfied with the mere authority of men and demand a
plain **Thus saith the Lord;” the popular ministry,iXke the
Pharisees of old, filled with anger as their autherity is
questioned, will denounce the message as of Satanand stir
up the sinldoving multitudes to revile and persecute those
who proclaig it

As the controversy extends into new fields and the
minds of the people are called to God’s downtrodden law,
Satan is astir, The power atiending fhie message will only
madden those who oppose it, The clergy will put forth al-
most superhuman effortsto shut away thelight lest i shouid
shine upon thelr flocks, By every means al their eommand
they will endeavor to suppress the discussion of these
vital questions, The church appeals to the strong arm of
civil power, and, in this work, papists and Protestants
unite, is the movement for Sunday enforcement becomes

more bold and decided, the law will be invoked against
commandment keepers, They will be threatened with fines
and imprisonment, and some will be offered positions of
influence, and other rewards and advantages, as induce-
ments to renouncethelrfaiﬂl. But their steadfast answer is:
¢ghow us from the word of Godourerror’’—the same plea
that was made by Luther under similar circumstances,
Those who are arraigned before the courts make a strong
vindication of the truth, and some who hear them are led
to take their stand io kee;p all the commandments of God.
Thus light will be brought before thousands who other-
wise woild know nothing of these truths,

SABBATH KEEPERS BROUGHT
BEFORE THE COURTS (608)

Conscientious cbedience to the word of God wiil be
treated as rebellion, Blinded by Satan, the parent will exe
ercise harshness and severity toward the believing child;
the master or mistress will oppress the commandments
keeping servant. Affection will be alienated; children will be
disinherited and driven from home, The words of Paul
will be literally fulfiiled: “All that willlive godly in Christ
Jesus shall suffer persecution,” 2Timothy 3:12, Asthe de-
fenders of truth refuse to honor the Sunday-sabbath, some
of them will be thrust into prison, some will be exiled,
some will be treated as slaves, To human wisdom all
this now seems impossible; but as the resiraining Spirit
of God shall be withdrawn from men, and they shall be
under the control of Satan, who hates the divine precepts,
there will be strange developments, The heart canbe very
cruel when God’s fear and love are removed,

As the storm approaches, a large class whohave pro-
fessed falth in the third angel's message, but have not been
sanctified through obedience o the truth, abandon their posie
tion and join the ranksoftheopposition, By uniting with the
world and partaking of iis spirit, they have come to view
matters in nearly the same light; and when the test is
brought, they are prepared to choose the easy, popular
side, Men of talent and pleasing addressy who once ree
joiced in the truth, employ their powers to deceive and
mislead souls, They become the most bitter enemies of
their former brethren, When Sabbath kespers are brought
before the courts to answer for their faith, these apostates
are the most efficient agents of Satan to misrepresent
and accuse them, and by false reports and insinuations
to stir up the rulers against them,

In this ‘time of persecution the faith of the Lord’s
‘servants will be tried, They have faithfully giventhe warne
ing, looking to God and to His word alone, God’s Spirit,
moving upon their hearts, has constrained them to speak,
Stimulated with holy zeal, and with the divine impulse
strong upon them, they entered upon the performance of
their duties without coldly ealculating the consequences of
speaking to the people the word which the Lord had given
them, They have not consulted their temporal inferests,
nor sought to preserve their reputation or their lives, Yet
when the storm of opposition and reproach bursts upon
them, some, overwhelmed with consternation, will be
ready to exclaim: ‘*Had we foreseen the consequences of
our words, we wouldhave heldour peace,” They are hedged
in with difficulties, Satan assails them with flerce tempta=
tions, The work which they have undertaken seems far
beyond their ability to accomplish., They are threatened
with destmuction. The enthusiasm which animated them is
gone; yet they cannot turn back. Then, feeling their utter
helplessness, they flee to the Mighty One for strength,
They remember that the words which they have spoken
were not theirs, but His who bade them give the warning,
God put the truth into their hearts, and they could not
forbear to prociaim it. . . .

Every new truth has made its woy ogainst hatred
and opposition; those who were blessed with its light
were tempted and tried. The Lord gives o special
truth for the people in an emergency. Who dare refuse
to publish it? He commonds His servants to present
the last invitation of mercy to the world. They connot
remain silent, except ot the peril of their souls,
Christ’s nmbussndors have nothing to do with conse-
quences. They must perform their duty and leave re-

sults with God,

(610)

As the opposition rises to a fiercer height, the sers
vants of God are again perplexed; for it seems {o them that
they have brought the crisis, But conscience and the word
of God assure them that their course is right; and al-
though the trials continue, they are strengthened'to bear
them, The contest grows closer and sharper, but their
faith and courage rise with the emergency. Their testimony
is: “We dare not tamper with God’s word, dividing His
holy law; calling one portion essential and another nons
essential, to gain the favor of the world, The Lord whom
we serve is able to deliver us, Christ has conduered the-
powers of earth; and shall we be afraid of 2 world already
conquered?®’

Persecution in its varied forms is the development
of a principle which will exist as long as Satan exists and
Christianity has vital power. Noman can serve God without
enlisting against himself the opposition of the hosts of
darkness, Evil angels will assafl him, slarmed that his
influence is taking the prey from their hands, Evil men,
rebiukec by his example, will unite with them in seeking
to separate him from God by alluring temptations, When
these do pot succeed, then a compelling power is employed
to force the conscience,

But so long 4s Jesus remains man’sintercessorin the
sanctuary above, the restraining influence of the Holy
Spirit is felt by rulers and people It still controls to some
extent the laws of the land, Were it not for ithese laws, the
condition of the world wonld be much worse than it now is,
While many of our rulers #re active agents of Satan, God
also has His agents among the leading men of the nation,
The enemy moves upon his servants to propose measures
that would greatly impede the work of God; but statesmen
who fear the Lord are influenced by holy angels to oppose
such propositions withunanswerable arguments, Thusafew
men will hold in check 2 powerful current of evil, The
opposition of the enemies of truth will be restrained that
the third angel’s message may do its work, When the final
warning shall be given, it will arrest the attention of
these leading men through whom the Lord is now working,
and some of them will accept it, and will stand with the
people of God through the time of trouble,

THE WHOLE WORLD LIGHTENED

The angel who.unites in thie proclamation of the third
angel’s message is to lighten the whole earth with his
glory. A work of world-wide extent and unwonted power is
here foretold, The advent movement of 1840-14 was a
glorious manifestation of the power of God; the first
Angel’s message was carried to every missionary station
in the world, and in some countries therewas the greatest
religious mterest which has been witnessed in any land
since the Reformation of the sixteenth century; but these
are to be-far exceeded by the mighty movement under the
iast warning of the third angel.

The work will be similar fo that of the Day of Pente-
cost, As the “former rain” was given, in the outpouring
of the Holy Spirit at the opening of the gospel, to cause

. the upspringing of the precious seed, so the *fatter rain’

will be given at its close for the ripening of the harvest,
“Then shall we know, if we follow on fo know the Lord:
His going forth is prepared as the morning; and He shall
come unio us as the rais, as the latter and former rain
unto the earth,”” Hosea 6:3. “‘Be glad then, ye children of
Zion, and rejoice in the Lord your God: for He hath given
you the former rain moderately, and He will cause {o come
down for you the rain, the former rain, and the laiter

rain,’ Joel 2:23, “In the last days, saith God 1 will pour
out of My Spirit upon all flesh.” **And it shall come to pass,
that whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be
saved.” Acts 2:17, 21,

Servants of God, with their faceslightedupand shining
with hely eonsecration will hasten from place {o place to
proclaim the message fmm heaven, By thousandsof voices,
all over the earth, the warning will be given, Miracles
will be wrought, ihe sick will be healed, and signs and
wonders will follow the believers. Satan also works with
lying wonders, even bringing down fire from ‘heaven in the
sisht of men, Revelation 13:13, Thus the inhabitants of the
earth will be brought to take their stand, .

MANY TAKE THEIR STAND

"UPON THE LORD’S SIDE.

The message will be carried not somuchby argument
as by the deep conviction of the Spirit of God, The argie
ments have been presented, The seed has been sown, and'
now it will spring up and bear fruit, The publications dise

_ tributed by missionary workers have exerted their in.

fluence, yet many whose minds were impressed have been
prevented from fully comprehending the truth or from yields

. Ing obedience, Now the rays of light penetrate everywhere,
' the truth is seen in its clearness, and the honest children

of God sever the bands which have held them, Family
connections, church relations, are powerless to stay them
now, Truth is more precious than all besides, Notwiths
standing the agencies combined against the truth, a large
number take their stand upon the Lord’s side, (612)



THE CLOSE OF PROBATION AND THE TIME OF TROUBLE

= # At that time shail Michael stand up, the great Prince
which standeth for the children of fhy peoples and there
shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there
was 2 nation even tothat same timey and at that time thy
pecple shall be delivered, everyone that shall be found
written ju the book.” Daniel 12:1, (613)

" When the third angel's message closes, mercy no
longer: pleads for the guilty inhabitants of the earth, The
people of God have accomplished their work, They have
received “the latter rain," “the.refreshing from the pres-
ence of the Lord,” and they are prepared for the trying
hour before them. Angels are hastening to and froia
heaven, An angel returning from the earth announces
that his;work is done; the final test has been brought upon
the world, and all who have proved themselves loyal to the
divine precepts have received *the sealofthe living God,”
Then Jesus ceases His intercession inthe sanctuaryabove,
He lifts His hands apd witha loud voice says, “It is dones*
and all the angelic host lay off their crowns as He makes
the solemn anncuncements *He that is unjust, let him be
unjust still; and he which is filthy, let him be filthy stills
and he that is righteous', let him be righteous stilly and
he that is holy, lef him be holy still,”* Revelation 22:11,
Every case has been decided for life or death, Christ has
made the atonement for His people and blotted out their
sins, Thenumber of His subjects ismade up; “the kingdom
and dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom wunder the
whole heaven,* is about to be given to the heirs of salva
tion, and Jesus is to relgn as King of kings and Lord of
lords, -

When He leaves the sanctiiary, darkness covers the
inhabitants of the earth, In that fearful time the righteous
must live in the sight of aholy God without an intercessor,
The restraint which bas been upon the wicked is removed,
and-Satan hasentire control of the finally impenitent. God's
long « suffering has ended, The world has rejected His
mercy,, despised His love, and trampled upon His law, The
wicked have passed ihe boundary of their probation; the
Spirit of God, persistently resisted, has been at last withe
drawn, Unsheltered by divinegrace, they have no protection
from the wicked one, Satan willthenplunge the inhabitants
of earth into one great, final trouble, As the angels.of
God cease to hold in chieck the fierce winds of human
passion, all the elements of strife will be let loose, The
whole world will be involved in ruin more terrible than
that which camie upon Jertsalem of old; :

4. single angel destroyed all the firstsborn of the
Egyptians and filled the land with mourping, When David
offended against God by numbering the people, one angel
caused that terrible destructioni by which his sin was
pinished, . Phe same destructive power &xsicised by haly
angels when God commands, will be exercisedbyevil angels
When He permits, There are forces now ready, and only
waiting the divine permission, to spread desolation everys
where,

Those who honor the law of God hdve been accused of
bringing judgments upon the world, and they will be
regarded as the eause of the fearful convulsions of nature
and the strife and bloodshed among men that are filling the
earth with woe,e » -

PROTESTANTISM AND ROMANISM
ISSUE A DEATH DECREE (615)
ACAINST SABBATH KEEPERS

As the Sabbath has become the special point of cone
troversy throughout Chiristendom, and religious and secular
authorities have combined to enforce the ghservance ofthe
Sunday, the persistent refusal of a small minority to yield
to the popular demand will make them objects of universal
execration. It will be urged that the few who stand in
OpPposition to an institution of the church and a law of the
state ought not to be tolerated; that it is better for them
to suffer than for whele nations t0 be thrown ints cons
fusion and lawlessness, The same argument eizhteen
hundred years ago was brought against Christ by the
“rulers of the people.” “It is expedient for us,” said the
Wily Caiaphas, *‘that ong man should diefor the people, and
that the whole nation perish not.” Johu 11:50, This argis
ment will appear conclusive; and a decree will finally be
issued against those who hallow the Sabbath of the fourth
commandment, denonucing them as deserving ofthe sever.
est. punishiment and giving the people liberty, afteia certain
time, to put them to death, Romanism in the Old World
and spostate Protestantism inthe New will pursuea similar
course towdrd those who honor all the divine precepts,

‘The people of God will then be blunged into those
scenps of afflictionand distress described bythe prophet as

the time of Jacel’s frouble, *Thus saith the Lord; We
have heard a voice of trembling, of fear, and not of petce

o+ . All faces are turned into paleness, Alas! for that

day is great, sothat none is Uke it: it 15 even the time of
dacob’s trouble; but he shall be saved out of it,”” Jeremiah

30s547,

Jacok’s night of auguish, when he wrestled In prayer
for deliverance from the hand of Esau (Genesis 32:24-30),
represents the experience of God’s peaple in the time of
trouhle, . o » : !

HOLY ANGELS STAND GUARD  (s18)

As Satan influenced Esauto march against Jacob, sp

he will stir up the wicked to destroy God®s people in the
time of trouble, And as heaceused Jacob, he will urge hig ™

acousations against the people of God, He numbers the

World as his subjects; but the little company who keep the.
commandments of God are resisting his supremacy, If e
could blot them from the earth, his triuwmphwould be coms "

plete, fle sees that holy angele are guarding them, and he
infers that their sins bave been pardoned; but he does not
know that thelr cases have been decided in the sanctuary
8HOVE. o . « ’

As they review the past, their hopes sink; for in their
whole lives they can see litile good, They are fully con-
scious of their weakness and unworthiness, Satanendeavors
to terrify them with the thought that their cases are hope-
less, that the stain oftheir defilement willnever be washed
away, He hopes so to destroy their falth that they will
yelld to his temiptations and turn from their allegiance to
God,

Though God’s pecple will be surrounded by enemies
who are bent upon their destruction, yet the anguish which
they suffer is not a dread of persecution for the truth’s
sake; they fear that every sin has not been repented of,
and that through some fault in themselves they will ‘fail to
realize the fulfilinent of the Saviour’s promise; I “will
keep thee from the hour of temptation, which shall eome
upon all the world,** Revelation 3:;10. M they could have
the assurance of pardon they would not shrinkfrom torture
or death; but should they prove unworthy, and lose their
lives because of their: own defects of character, then God®s
holy name would be reproached, , . (619)

They afflict their souls before God, pointing to their
past repentance of theirnany sins, and pleading the Sav-
iour's promise; *Let hin takeholdof My strength, that he
may”make peace with Me; and he shall make peace with
MQ; I

FAITH NEEDED (621)

The season of distress and anguish before us will
requirea faith that canendure weariness, delay, and hunger
—a& fajth that will not faint though severely tried, The
period of probation is granted to all to prepare for that
time, Jacob prevailed because he was persevering and
determined. His victory is an evidence of the powsr of
importunate prayer. All whowill lay hold of God’s proms
ises, 4s he did, and be as earnest and persevering as he
was, will succeed as he succeeded. Those who are unwills
ing to deny self, to agonize before God, to pray long and
earnestly for His blessing, will not obtain it, Wrestling
with God — how few know what ¥ is! , ..

FLEE FOR YOUR LIVES (626)

As the decree issued by the various rulers of Christens
dom agdinst commandment keepers shall withdraw thepro-
tection of government and abandonthem tothosewho desire
thelr destruction, the people of God willilee from the cities
and villages and associate together in companies, dwelling
in the most desolate and solitary places, Many will find
refuge in the strongholds of the mountains, Like the
Christians of the Piedmont valleys, they will makethe high
places of the earth their sanctuariesand willthank God for
“the munitions of rocks,” Isaiah 33:16,

MANY RICH AND POOR,
BLACK AND WHITE, BOUND IN
CHAINS, SHUT IN BY PRISON BARS

But many of all nations and of all classes, high and
low, rich and poor, black and white, will be edst into the
most unjust and cruel bondage. The beloved of God pass
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weary days, bound in chains, shut in by prison bars, sen
tenced to be slain, some apparently left todie of stapvation
in dark gnd loathsome dungeons, No human ear is open to
hear their moans;nohumanhand is readyto lend them help,,.

Will the Lord forget His people in this trylng hour?
Did He forget faithful Nosh when judgmentis were visited
upon the antediluvian world? Did He forget Lot when the
fire came down from heaven to consume the cities of
the plaim? Did He forget Joseph surrounded by idolaters
in Egypt? Did He forget Elijah when the oath of Jezebel
threatened him with the fate of the prophetsof Baal? Ty
He forget Jeremiah in the dark snd dismal pit ofhis
prison house? Did He forget the three worthiesin the fiery
furnace? or Daniel i the den of lions?

#Z4ion said, The Lord hath forsaken me, and my Lord
hath forgotten me, Can a2 woman forget her sucking child,
that she should not have compassion on the son of her
womb? yea, they may  forget, yet will I not forget thee,
Behold, I hiave graventhee upon the palms of My hands,”
Isiah 49:14:16. 'The Leord of hosts has said: “He that
toucheth you toucheth theappleof Hiseye,” Zechariah 2:8,

THE PRISON WILL BE A PALACE

Though enemies may thrust them info prison, yet
dungeon walls cannot eut off the communication between
their souyls and Christ, One whoseestheir every weakness,
Who Is acquainted with ‘every trial, is dbove all earthly
powers; and angels will come to them in lonely cells,
bringing light and peace from heaven, The prison will be
as 4 palace; for therich infaith dwell there, and the gloomy
walls will be lighted up with heavenly licht as when Paul
and Bilas prayed and sang praises at midnight in the
Phillppian dungeon, , . (627)

THE SEVEN LAST PLAGUES

When Chirist censes His intercession inthe sanctuary,
the unmingled wrath threatened against those who worship
the beast and his image and receive his mark (Revelation
14:9,10%, will be poured out; The plaguesupon Egypt when
God wag about to deliver Israel were similar in c¢haracter
to those more terrible and extensive judgments which are
to fall uhon the world just before ihe final deliverance of
God’s people, Says the revelator, in descriving those
terrific scourgesy *There fell a noisome and grievous
sore upon the men which had the mark of the beast, and
upon them which worshiped his image.”’ ‘The sea *“be.
came as the blood of a dead man: and every living sonl
died in the sea And ““the rivers and fountains of
waters . ., bepame biood,”” Terrible us these inflictions
are, God’s iustice stands fully vindiested, The angel
of God declares: *Thouart righteous, O Lord, . . . becayse
Thou hast judged thus, For they have shed the blood of
saints and prophets, and Thou hast given them blood to
drink; for they are worthy® Revelation 16:2:6, By
condemning the people of God to dedth, they have as traly
incurred the guilt of their blood as if #t'had been shed by
their hands. In like manner Christ declared the Jews of
His time guilty of all the blood of holy men which had been
shed since the days of Abel; for they possessed the same
spirit and were seeking to do the same work with these
murderers of the prophets,

In the plague that follows, power is given to the sin
“to scorch men with fire, And men were scorched with
great heat.™ Verses §, 9. The prophets thus descing the
condition of the earth in this fearful time: *“The land
mourneth; . . . because the harvest ofthe field is perished
¢ » » o 811 the frees of the field, are withered; because joy
is withered away from the sons of men® “The seeq is
rotten under their clods, the garnersarelaid desolate, . , ,
How do the beast proan] theherdsof cattle areperplexed,
because they have no pasture, . . . The rivers of waters
are dried up, and the fire hath devoured the pastures of
the wilderness,” “The songs of the templse shall pe
howlings in that day, saith the Lord God: there shall be
many dead bodies’in every place; they shall cast them
forth with silence,” Joel 1:10-12, 17-20; Amos 8:3,

These plagues are not universal, or the inhabiiants
of the earth would be wholly cut off, Yet they will be the
most awtyl scourges that have ever beenknownto mortals,
All the judgments upon men, prior to the close of propa-
tion, have been mingled with mercy, The pleading blood
of Christ, has shielded the sinner from receiving the full
measure of his guilt; but in the final fudgment, wrath is
poured out unmixed with mercy.

In that day, multitudes will desire the shelter of -
God’s mercy which they have so long despised, *Behald,
the days come, saith the Lord God, that I will senda
famine in the land, net a famine of bread, nor a thirst for
water, but of hearing the words of the Lords and they
shall wander frory sea to sea, and from the north even to
the east, they sball run to and fro to seek the word of the

Lord, and shall not find it.”” Amos §;11,12,

The people of God will not be free from suffering;
but svhile persecyled and distressed, while they énduge
privation and suffer for want of food they will not be left
te perish, That God who cared for Elijah will not pass
by one of His self.gacrificing children, He who numbers
the hairs of their head will cave for them, and in time of
famine they shall be satisfied. @ While the wicked are
dying from hutger and pestilénce, angels will shield the
righteous and supply thelr wants, To him that “walketh
righteously’ is the promise: “Bread shall be given him;
his waters -shall pe sure,” “When the poor and needy
seek water, and there is.nome, and their tongne failetly
for thirst, I the Lord will hear them, I the God of Tsrae
will not forsake them,” Isaiah 83:15, 16; 4117, (629
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GOD’

The eye of God, looking down the ages, was fixed upon
the crisis which His people are to meet, when earthly
powers.shall be arrayed against them. Like the captive
exile, they will be in fear of death by starvation or by vies
lence, But the Holy Oue who divided the Red Sea before
Israel, will manifest His mighty power and turn thel
captivity, “They shall be Mine, saith the Lord of hasts, in
that day when I make up My jewels; and I will spare them,
as a wan spareth his own son thatsérveth him.* Malachai
3:17. ¥ the blood of Christ’s faithful withesses were shed
at this time, it would not, like the blood of the martyrs, be
as seed sown to yield a harvest for God, Their fidelity
would not be atestimonyte convinee others of the truthy for
the obdurate heart has beaten back the waves of merey
until they return no more, If the righteéous were now left
to fall @ prey to thelr enemies, it would be a triumph
for the prince of darkness. Says the psalmist: #In the time
of trouble He shall hide me in His pavilion: in the secret.
of His tabernacle shall He hide me.” Psalin 275, Christ
has spoken: #Come, My people, enter thou into' thy chams
bers, and shut thy doors about theeshide thyself as it were
for a little moment, until the indignation be overpast.
For, behold, the Lord cometh out of His place to punish
the inhabitants of the earth for their intguity.”* Isaizh
26:20, 21, Glorious will be the deliverance of those who
have patiently waited for His coming and whose names are
written in the book of life, {634)

HUMAN PROTECTION WITHDRAWN

6

. When the pretection of human laws shall be mﬂld(rawn
from: those who honor the law of God, there will be,, in dif-
ferent lands, a simulianeous movement for their destrucs
tion. As the time appointed in the decree draws near, the
people will conspire to root out the hated sect. It will be
determined to strike in one night a decisive blow, which
shall utterly silence. the voice of dissent and reproof,

The people of God—some in prison cells,some hidden
in solitary vetreats in the forests and the mountams—stxll
plead for divine protection, while in every guarter com.
panies-of armed men, urged on by hosts of evil angels, are
preparing for the work of death. It is now, in the hour of
utitost extremity, that the God of Israsel will interpose
for the deliverance of His chosen. Saith the Lord: *Ye

shall have a song, as in the night when a holy solemnitvis
kept; and gladness of heart, as when onegoeth . . , to come

into the mountain of the Lord to the Mighty One of Israel,
And the Lord shall cause His glorious volce to be heard,
and shall show the lighting down of His arm, with the in«
dignation of His anger, and with the flame cf a devouring
fire, with scattering, and tempest, and hailstones,* Isaiah
30329, 30,

With. shouts of triumph, jeering, and imprecation,
throngs of evil menareabout torush upon their prey, when,
lo, a dense blackness, deeper than the darkness of the
night, falls upon theearth, Then a rainbow, shining with the
glory froin the fhrone of Ged, spans the heavens and seems
to encircle each praying company. The angry multifides
are suddenly arrested. Their mocking cries die away,
“The objects of their murderous rage are forgotten, With
fearful forebodings they gaze upon the syimbol of God's
covenant and long to be shielded from its overpowering
brightness, & »

DELIVERANCE AT MIDNIGHT (3¢
1t is’at midnight that God manifests His power for the
deliverance of His people, The sun appears, shining in its
strength, Signs and wondersfollow in guick succession, The
wicked look with terror and amazement upon the scene,
while the righteous behold with solemn joy the tokens of
their deliverance, Everything in nature seemsfurnedout of

“And 1 sow her sign in hedven, great and marvelous,
seven angels having the seven Jast plagues; for in them is
filled up the wrath of God,” Revelation 15:1.

“And the temple was filled with smoke from the glory of
God, and from his power; and no mun wes able to enter into
the temple, till the seven plogues of the seven angels were
fulfilled.” Revelotion 15:8,

“Be merciful unte me, O God, be merciful unto me: for my
soul trusteth in thee: yew, in the shodow of thy wings will |
muke my refuge, until these cnldmme& be ovérpast.” Psalms
57:1

"And behald, | am with thee, and will keep thee .. . ; for
will not feave thee, until | hove done that which | have spoken §
15 thee of.” Genesis 28:15.

"The eternal God is thy refuge, ond underneath-are the ever:

fasting arms: end he sholl thrust out the enemy from before
thee” Deuteronoimy 33:27.

“ beheld, and the same horn made war with the saints, und
prevailed against them; Until the Ancient of doys came, and
judament wos given to the saints of the most High; and the
time came thot the saints d the kingdom.” Dgniel
7:21,22.

“He deliversth and. rescueth, and he worketh signs ond
wondgrs inheoven and in earth” Daniel 6:27.

“Qur God shall vome, and shall ot keep silence: o fire sholl
devour before him, and it shall be very tempestuous round
about. him, Gather my saints together unto me; those that have
made o covenan! with.me by sacrifice, And the hegvens shall
dect hiy Figh for God is judge himself.” Psalms
50:3,5, 6.

its course. The streams cease to flow, Dark, heavy clouds
come up and clash against each other, In the midst of the
angry heavens is one clear space of indeseribably glory,
whence comes the volce of God like the sound of many
waters, saying: “It is done,” Revelation 16:17,

That voice shakes the heavens andiheearth, There is a
mighty earthquake, #such as was not since mien were upon
the earth, so mighty an earthguake, and so great* The
flrmament appears to open and shut. The glory from the
throne of God seems flashing through, The mountains shake
like a reed inthe wind, and ragged rocks are scattered on
every side, There s a roar gs of a eoming tempest, The
sed Is lashed into fury, There is heard the shriek of a
hurricane like the voice of demons upon a mission of dess
truction, The whole earth heaves snd swells like the
waves of the sea, Its surface is breaking up, Ks very
foundations seem to ve giving way, Mountain chains are
sinking, inhabited 4slandsdisappear,The seaportsthat have
become like Sodom for wickedness are swallowed up by
destruction. Verses 19, 21, The proudest cities of the
earth are laid low. The lordly palaces, upon which the
world’s great men have lavished thelr wealth in order to
glorify themselves, are crumbling to ruln before thelr

-gyes. Prison walls are rent asunder, and God’s people,

who have been held in bondage for their faith, are set
free,

HORROR AND DESPAIR (639)

1t is impossible to describe the horror and despair of
those who havetrampled upon God®s holy requirements, The
Lord gave them His law; they might have compared their
characters with it and learned their defects while there
was yet opportunity for repentance and reform; butin order
to secure the favor of the'world, they set aside. its precepts
and taught others to transgress, They have endeavored to
compel God’s people to profane His Sabbath. Now they are
.condemned by that lawwhich theyhave despised, With awiul
distinctness they see that they are without excuse. They
chose whom they would serve and worship. *Then shall ye
return, and discern between the nghteous and the wicked,
between nimy that serveth God and him that seryeth Him
not.* Malachi 3:18 .

TOO LATE, TOO LATE, TOO LATE

The enemies of God's law, from the ministers down
to the least among them, have a new conception of truth
and duty. Too late they see that the Sabbath of the fourth
commandment is the seal of the living God, Too late they
see the true mature of their spurious sabbathand the sandy
foundation upen which they have been building, They find
that they have been fighting apainst God, Religious teachers
have led souls to perdition while professing fo guide them
to the gates of Paradise, Not until the day of {inal aceounts
will it be known how great ig the responsibility of men in
holy office and how terrible are the results of thelr unfaithe
fulness, Only in eternity canwe rightlyestimatethe loss of
a single soul, Fearful will bethedoom of him to whom God
shall says Depart, thou wicked servant, ... (642}

The derisive jests have ceased, Lying lips arehushed
into silence, The clash of arms, the tumultof battle, “with
confised noise, and garments rolled in blood* (Isaizh 9:5),
is stilled.. Nought now is heard but.the voice of prayer
and the sound of weeping and lamentation. The ¢ry bursts
forth from lips so lately scoffing: “The great day of His
wrath is cofne; and who shallbe able fo stand?®” The wicked
pray to be buried beneath the rocks ofthe mountaing rathey
than meet the face of Him whom they have despised and
rejected, .

UNFAITHFUL MINISTERS
PROPHESIED SMOOTH THINGS

“Woe be unto the pastors that destroy and scatter the
sheep of My pasturel . . . Behold, 1 will visit upon you the
evil of your doirgs.”* *Howl, ye shepherds, and ¢ry; and
wallow yourselves in ‘the ashes, ye principal of the flock:
tor your days for slaughter and of your dispersions are
~ac¢complished; . . , and the shepherds shall have no way
to flee, nor the principal of the flock to escape,’” Jeremiah
2831, 2; 26:34, 35, margin, {6535)

READER WHERE WILL

YOU SPEND ETERNITY?

PEOPLE DELIVERED

Ministers and people see that they have not sustained
the right relation to God. They see that they have rebelled
against the Author of all just and righteous law. The set.
ting aside of the divine precepts gave rise to thousands of
springs of evil, discord, hatred, iniguity, until the earth
became one vast field of strife, one sink of corruption,
This 1s the view that now appears to those who rejected
trith and chose to cherish error, No language can express
the longing which the discbedient and disioyal feel for that
which they have lost forever —eternal life, Men whom the
world has worshiped for their talents and eloguence now
see these things in their true light. Theyrealize what they
have forfeited by transgression, and they fall at the feet
of those whose fidelity they have despised and derided,
and confess that God has loved them,

The people see that they have been deluded. They
accuse one another of having led them to destruction; but
all unite ir heaping their bitterest condemnation upon the
ministers., Unfaithfol pastors have prophesied smooth
things; they have led their hearers to make void the law
of God and o persecute those who weuld keep it holy.

WE ARE LOST--THEY CRY (856)

" Now, in their despair, these teachers confess before
the world their work of deception. The multitudes are
filled with fury, ““We are lost}” theycry, “and you dare the
cause of our ruin® and theyturnupon the false shepherds,
The very ones that once admired them most will pronounce
the ‘most dreadful curses upon them, The very hands that
once crowned them with laurels will be raised for their
destruction, The swords which were to slay God’s people
are now employed to destroy their enemies. Everywhere
there is strife and bloodshed. » «

The mark of deliverance has been set upon those
“that sigh and that cry for all the abominations that be
done,”” Now the angel of death goes forth, represented in
Egzekiel’s vision by the men with the slaughtering weapons,
to whom {he commandis givens#slay utterly old and young,
both maids, and little children, and women; but come not
near any man dpon whom is the mark; and begin st My
sanctuary.” Says the prophet: #They began at the ancient
men which were before the house.”® Ezekiel 9:1.6, The
work of destruction beging among those whohave professed
to be the spiritual guardians of the people. The false
watchimen are the first to fall, Therearenone {o pity or to
spare, Men, women, maidens, and little children perish
togethier, - ’

wphe Lord cometh out of His place'to punish the inhabit.
ants of the earth for their iniquity:theearth also shall dis«
close her blood, and shall no mere cover her slain,’
Isaizh 26:21. #*And this shall be the plague wherewith the
Lord will smite all the people that have fought against
Jerusalem; Their flesh shall consume away while they
stand upon their feet, and their eyes shall consume away
in their holes, sand their tongue shall consyme away in
their mouth, And it shall come to pass in that day, ihat
a great tupiult from the Lord shall be among them; and
they shall lay hold everyone on the hand of his neighbor,
and his hand shall rise up against the hand of his neigh-
bor.”” Zecharjah 14:2, 13, In the mad sirife of their own
fierce passions, and by the awful outpouring of God’s up-
nmingled wrath, fall the wicked inhabitants of the earth —
priests, rulers, snd people, rich and poor, high and
low. “and the slam of the Lorﬁ ‘shall be at that day from
one end of the-earth even unto e other end of the earth:
they shall not be lamented, neither gathered nor buried,*
Jeremniah 25:38.

" The apostle Paul declares that “all that will
live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.”
2 Timothy 3:12. Why is it, then, that persecution
seems in a great degree to slumber? The only
reason is that the church has conformed to the
world’s standard and therefore awakens mno

opposition, The religion whick is current in our
day is not of the pure and holy character that
marked the Christian faith in the days of Christ |
and His apostles. It is only because of the
spirit of comprmr;ise with sin, because the great
” turths of the word of God are so indifferently re-
garded, because there is so little vital godliness
in the church, that Christianity is apparently so
popular with the world. Let there be a revival
of the faith and power of the early chruch, and
the spirit of persecution will be revived, ‘ami' the
fires of persecution will be rekindled. (48)
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BEHOLD HE COMETH

The volce of God is heard from heaven, declaring the
day and hour of Jesus’ coming, and delivering the evers
lasting covenant to His people, Like peals of loudest thuna
der His words roll through the earth, The Israel of God
stand listening, with their eyes fixed upward., Their couns
tenances are lighted up with His glory, and shine as did
the face of Moses when he came down fromi Sinai, The
wicked .cannot look upon them, And when the blessing
is pronounced on those who have honored God by keeping
His Sabbath holy, there is a mighty shout of victory,
~ Soon there appears in the east a small black cloud,
about half the size of a2 man’s hand, It is the cloud which

surrounds the Saviour and which seems In the distance = =
to be shrouded in darkness, The people of God know this =2 _—

to be the sign of the Son of man, In solemn silence they
gaze upon it as it draws nearer the earth, becoming lights .
er and more glorious, wntll it is a great white cloud, its
base g glory like consuming fire, and aboveit the rainbow
of the covenant, Jesus rides forth as a mighty conqueror,
Not now a “Man of Sorrows,” to drink the bitter cup of
shame and woe, He comes, victor in heaven and earth,
to judge the living and the dead, “*Faithful and True,”
‘4n righteousness He doth judge and make war,” And “the
armies which were in heaven’ (Revelation 19:11, 14
follow Him, With anthems of celestial melody the holy
angels, a2 vast, uniumbered throng, attend Him on His
Wa¥s o # i642)
Before His presence *all faces are turned into pale.
ness;* upon the rejectors of God's mercy falls the terror of
eternal despair, “The heart melieth, and the knees smite
together, . . .and the faces of them all gather blackness, ™
Jeremish 30:6; Nahum 2;10. The rightecus erywithirembe
lings “Who shall be able to stand?’? The angels® song is
hushed, and there 18 a period of awful silence, Then the
volce of Jesus is heard, sayings #“My grace is sufficient
for you.” The faces of the righteous are lighted up, and
joy fills every heart, And the angels sfrike a note higher
and sing again as they draw still neaver tothe earth,
That voice which. penetrates the ear of the dead,
they know. How often have its plaintive, tender tones
called them to repentance, How. often has i been heard
in the touching entreaties of a friend, a brother, a Res
deemer, To the rejectors of His grace no other:could be
so full of condemnatidn, so burdened with denunciation,
as that voice which has"so long pleaded: “*Turn ye,
turn ye {rom your evil ways; for why will ye dieg?*
Ezekiel 33:11. Oh, that it were to them the voice of a
stranger} Says Jesus: ‘9 have called, and ye refused;
1 have siretched out My hand, and no man regardeds
but ye have set at nought all My counsel, and would none
of My Teproof,”” Proverbs 1:24, 25, That voice awakens
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'Behold, He cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see Him."

JOHN, CHAPTER 14
3 And if 1 go snd prepare & place for you, I will come

apain, aud receive you umle mysell; that where 1 am there ye
may be also,

I THESSALONIANS, CHAPTER 4
16 For the Lord bimsell chall descend from heaven

with & shont, with the voice of the archangel, and wiih the
Jtrump  of
17

God: snd the dead in Christ shall rise firss:
Then we which are alive and rvemain shall be

caught up together with them in the clouds, 1o meet the
Lord iis the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lored.

ACTS, CHAPTER 1
10 And while they looked stedfastly towsrd heapven as
ke west wup, behsld iwo wmen stood by them in white

apparel: o

11 Whick also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye
inio heaven? this ssme Jesus, which is
come in like manver as ye

memories which they would fain blot out—warnings des
spised, invitations refused, privileges slighted. . » (644)

In the lives of all who reject truth there are moments
when consciepce awskens, when memory presents the
torturing recollection of a life of hypocrisy and the soul

- voice, ond they that hear shall live,

is havassed with vainregrets, Bul what arethese compared
with the remorse of that day when “fear cometh as desaolas
tion,* when “destruction cometh as a whirlwindl? Prova
erbs 1:27, Those who would have destroyed Christand His '
faithful people now witness the glory which rests upon
them, In the midst of their terror they hear the voices
of i{he saints in joyful strains exclaiming: “Lo, this is
our God; we have waited for Him, and He will save us,”?
Isalah 25:9, }

Amid the reeling of the carth, the flash of light-
ning, and the roor of thunder, the voice of the 5Son of
God calls forth the sleeping saints. He looks wpon
the graves of the righteous, then, raising His hands
to heaven, He criess ““Awake, awake, awoke, ye that
sleep in the dust, and arisel” Throughout the length
and breadth of the earth the dead shall hear that
And the whole
earth shall ring with the tread of the exceeding great
army of every notion, kindred, tongue, and people.
From the prison house of degth they come, clothed
with immortal glory, erying: ‘0O death, where is thy
.sting? O grave, where is thy victery?’’ 1Corinthians
15:55. And the living righteous and the risen saints
vnite their voless in a long, glod shout of vi:tory). ’

(645

The living righteous are changed *‘in o monient,
in the twinkling o?un eye.”” At the voice of God the
were glorified; now they ore made immortal and with
the risen saints are cought up to meet their Lord in
the air. Angels '“guther together His elect from the
four winds, from ene end of heaven to the other.’ .

Now 1s fulfilled the Saviour’s prayer for His disciples:
1 will thal they walso, whom Thou hast given Me, be with
‘Me where I am,® “Faultless before the presence of His
glory with exceeding joy™ (Jude 24), Christ presenis to
the Father the purchase of his blood, declaring: “Here
am 1, end the children whom Thou hast given Me”
“Those that Thou gavest Me 1 have kept,” Oh, the wonders
of redeeming lovel the rapture of that hour when the
infinite Father, looking upon the ransomed, shall behold
His image, sin’s discord banished, its blight removed,
and the homan once more in havmony with the divinef.

The days of pain and weeping are forever ended, The
King of glory has wiped the tears from all faces; every
cause of grief has been removed. Aniid the waving.of
palm branches they pour forth a song of praise, clear,
sweet, and harmonious; every voiee takes up the strain,
witil the anthem swells through the vaults of heavens
segalvation to our God which sitteth upon the throne, and
unto the Lamb,*® And all the inhabitants of heaven respond
in the aseription: **Amen: Blessing, andglory, and wisdom,
and  thanksgiving, 4nd honor, and power; and might, be
uwte our God for ever and ever.,”® Revelation 7:10, 12,

1000 YEARS OF DOOM-DARKNESS-DEATH-DESOLATION-DESTRUCTION

At the coming of Christ the wicked are blotted from
the face of the whole earth-—consumed with the spirit of
His mouth and destroyed by ihe brightness of His glory.
Christ takes His people to the City of God, and the earth
4s emptied of its inhabitants, “Behold,the Lord maketh the
earth empty, and maketh it waste, and turneth i upside
down, and secattereth abroad the inhabitants thereof,”
##The land shall be utterly emptied, and utterly speiled:
for the Liord hath spoken this word,” *Because they have
transgressed the laws, changed the ordinance, broken the
everlasting covenant, Therefore hath ihe curse devoured
the earth, and they that dwell therein are desolate:
therefore the inhabitants of the earth are burnedh
Isaiah 24:1,3,5,6. (657)

The whole earth appears like a desolate wildernesss
The ruins of cities and villages destroyed by the earthe
quake, uprooted trees, ragged rocks thrown out by the sea
or torn out of the earth itself, are scattered over its

 surface, while vast caverns mark the spot where the
mountaing have been rent from their foundations, ‘

Now the event takes place foreshadowed in the last
solemn service -of the Day of Atonement, When the miniss
tration in the holy of holies had been completed, and the
sins of Israel had been removed from the sanetuary by

IN HEAVEN

virtue of the blood of the sin offering, then the scapegoat
was presented alive before the Lordyand in the presence
of the congregation the high priest confessed overhim®all
the iniquities of the ehildren of Israel, and all their transe
gressions in all their sins, putting themn upon the head of
the goat,”* Leviticus 16321, In like manner, when the work
of atonewent in the heavenly sanciuary has begncompleted,
then in the presence of God and heavenly angels and the
host of the redeemed the sins of God’s people will be
plaged uwpon Batan; he will be declared guilty of all the
evil -which he “has c¢aused them fo commit, And as the
scapegoat was sent away into & land not inhabited, so
Satan will be banished to the desolate earth, an unine
habited and dreary wilderness,

The revelator forstells the banishment of Saton
and the condition of chaos and desolation to which the
earth is to be reduced, and he declares that this con-
dition will exist for a thousond years. After presents
ing the scenes of the Lord's second coming ond the
destruction of the wicked, the prophecy centinues:
“| saw an ongel come down from heoven, hoving the
key of the bottomless pit and a great chein in his
hand.  And he layed hold on the dragon, thot old
serpent, which is the devil, and Satan, ond bound him
a thousand years, and cost him inte the bottomless

SECOND ADVENT
OF CHRIST

' DESTRUCTION OF
WICKED LIVING
‘ SATAN BOUND

RESURRECTION OF
RIGHTEQUS DEAD

Qe

TRANSLATION OF
RIGHTEQUS LIVING

Christ and Saints
Judge Wicked

X

‘{'\:\“‘"\ VR i

b AT AR

1000 YEARS
Satan Confined

to Desolate Earth

HOLY CITY
DESCENDS

RESURRECTION
OF WICKED

SATAN LLOOSED

T

WICKED ‘SURROUND
HOLY CITY

FIRE DESTROYS.
SATAN AND WICKED

NEW EARTH )

pit, and shut him up, and set a seslupon him, that he
should deceive the nations no more, tillthe thousand years
should be fulfilled: and after that he must be lopsed a little
season.t’ Revelation 2031.3,

That the expression “bottomless pit? represents the
earth in a state of confusion and darkness is evident from
other scriptures, Concerning the condition of the earth
in the beglmning,’? the Bible record says that it “was
without form, and void; and darkness was upen the face of
the deep,”” Genesis 1:2, Prophecy teaches that it will be
prought back, partiaily at least, to this condition, Looking
forward to the great day of God, the prophet Jeremiah de-
clares: *1 beheld the earth, and, lo, it was without form,
and void; and the heavens, and they had no light, 1 beheld
the mountains, and, lo, they trembled, and all the hills
moved lightly. I beheld, and, lo, there was no man, and
all the birds of the heavens werefled,I beheld, and, lo, the
fruitful place was a wilderness, and all the cities thereof
were hroken down,’” Jeremiah 4323428, + » (660)

During the thousand yeéars between the first and the
seeond resurrection the judgment of the wicked takes place,
The apostle Paul points to this judgment as an event that
follows the second advent, “Judge nothing before the time,
until the Lord come, who both will bringto light the hidden
things of darkness, and will make manifest the counsels
of the hearts.” 1 Corinthians 4:5.Daniel declaresthat when
the Ancient of Days came, ¥ judgment was givento the saints
of the Most High Daniel 7:22, At this time the righteous
reign as kings and priests unto God. Johnin the Revalation
saysy " saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgs
ment was given unto them,? “They shall be priests of
God and of Christ, and shall reign with Him a thousand
years,t Revelation 20,6, It is at this time that, as Tores
told by Paul, *the saints shall judge the world,” 1 Corine
t‘hians 642, + » (661)

At the close of the thousand years the second resurs
rection will take place, Thenthe wicked willbe raised from
the dead and appear before God for the execution of “the
judgment written,’ Thus the revelator,after describingthe
resurrection of the righteous, sayss “The rest of the dead
lived not again until the thousand years were finished”
Reévelation 20:5, And Isaiah declares, concerning the
wickeds #“They shall be gatherediogether, asprisoners are
gathered in the pit, and shall be shut up in the prison, and
after many days shall they be visited} Isaiah 24:22,
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SIN IS BLOTTED FROM THE UNIVERSE

(663}

Now Batan prepares for a last mighty struggle for the
supremacy. While deprived of his power and cut off from
his work of deception, the prince ofevil was miserable and
dejected; but as the wicked deadare ralsedand he sees the
vast multitudes upon his side, his hopes revive, and he
determines not to yield fo the great controversy. He will
marshal all the armies of the lost under his banner and
through them endeavor o execute his plans, The wicked
are Satan’s captives, In rejecting Christtheyhave sceepted
the rule of the rebel lsader, They are ready to receive his
suggestions and to do his bidding. Yet, true to his early
cunging, he does not acknowledge himself {0 be Satan, He
claims to be the prince who is the rightful owner of the
world and whose inheritance has been unlawiully wrested
from i, « « 5 ' (664)

At last the order toadvanceisgiven, and the countless
host moves onh—an army such as was never summoned by
earthly conquercrs, such as the combined forces of all
ages since war began on earth could never equal, Batan,
the mightiest of warriors, leads the van, and his angels
unite their forces for this final struggle, Kings and war«
riors are in his train, and the multitodes follow in vast
companies, each under its appointed leader. With military
precision the serriéd ranks advance over the earth’s bro.
ken and uneven surface to the Clty of God, . - - (666)

+ + +And | saw the deod, small ond great, stond
before God; and the books were opened: and another
book woas opened, which is the book of life: and the
‘dend were judged ouvt of those things which were
written in the books, occording to their werks.”” Rews
elation 20:11, 12.

As soon as the books: of tecoid ure ovpened, and
the eye of Jesus looks upen the wicked, they are
comscious of every sin which they hove ever commit-
ted, They see just where their feet diverged from the
poth of purity ond holiness, just how far pride and
sebellion have corried them in the viclotion of the low
of God, The seductive temprations which they ens
couraged by indulgence in sin, the blessings perverted,
the messengers of God despised, the warnings res
jected, the waves of mercy beoten back by the stub-
born, untepentant heart == all appear as if written in
tetters of fire. {668}

There are papist priests andprelates, whoclaiimed to
be Chirist’s ambassadors, yet employed the rack, the dungs
eon, and the stake to control theconsciences of His people.
There are the proud pontiffs who exaltedthemselvesabove
God and presumed to change the law of the Most High. Those
pretended fathers of the church have an account to render
to God from which they would fain be excused, Too late

they are made to see that the OmniscientOne is jealous of
His law and that He will in no wise clear the guilty. They
learn now that Christidentifies His interest with that of His
sutfering peoplé; and they feel-the force of His own words:
“Inasmuch as ye have done it untooneof the least of these

- My brethren, ye have dane it unfo Me,” Matthew £4:40,

The whole wicked world stand arraigned at the bav of
God on the charge of high treason sgainst the government
of heaven, They have none to plead iheir cause; they are
without excuse; and the sentence of eternal death is pro-
nounced against them, :

it is now evident to ail that the wages of sin'is not
noble independence and eternal life, but slavery, ruin,
and death, The wicked see what theyhave forfeited by their
life of rebellion, The far more exceeding andeternal weight
of glory was despised when offered them; buthow desirable
it mow appears, “All this,” cries the lost soul, 7 might
have had; but I chose to put these things far from me, Oh,
strange infatuation I have exchanged peace, happie
ness, and honor for wretchedness, infamy, and despair,”
All see that their exclusion from heaven is just, By their
lives they have declared: *“We will not have this {Jesus)
te reign over us,” |

As. if -entranced, the wicked have looked upoh the
coronation of the Son of God, They see in His hands the
tables of the divine law, the statutes which they have dess
plsed and transgressed, They withess the outburst of wone
der, rapture, and adorationfromthe saved; snd s the wave
of melody sweeps over the multitudes without the city, ali

with one volee exclaim, “Great and marvelous ave Thy
works, Lord God Almighty; just and true are Thy ways,
Thou King of saints® (Revelation 15:8); and, falling pros
strate, they worship the Prince of life, « (672}

vs » The wicked are filled with the same hatred of
God that inspires Satan; but they see that thelr case is
hopeless, that they cannot prevail against Jehovah, Thelr
rage is kindled against Satan and those who have been his
agents in deception, and with the fury of demons they turn
upon them,

Saith the Lord: ““Because thou hast set thide heart as
the heart of God; bebold, therefore I will bring strangers
upon thee, the terrible of the nations: and they shall draw
their swords against the beauty of thy wisdom, and they
shall defile thy brighiness., They shall bring thee dowr
to the pit," “1 will destroy theg, O covering cherub, from
the midst of the stones of five , . . I will cast thee {o the
ground, I will lay thee before kings, that they may behold
thee . ... 1 will bring thee {o ashes upon the earth in the
sight of ail them that behold thee , . . Thou shalt be a tex
ror, and never shalt thou be any more.” Ezekiel 28:6.8,
16.39, » » {873)

it is the time of the judgmient and perdition of ungodly
men. —- *the day of the Lord’s vengeance, and the year o
fecompenses for the coniroversy of Zion Isalah 34:8,

The wicked receive their recompense in the earth
Proverbs 11:31, They *shall be sfubble; and the day tha!
cometh shall burn them up,” saith the Lord of hosts*
Malachi 4:1, Some are destroyed as’ in a moment, while
others suffer many days, All arepunished *according i
their deeds,”” The sius of the righteous having been transe
ferred to Satan, he is made to suffer not only for his owr
rebellion, but for all the sins which he hds caused God’s
people to commit.

Batan’s work of ruin is forever endsd, For six thouss
and years he has wrought his will, filling the earth with
woe and causing grief throughout the universe, The whole
creation has groaned and fravailed togethér in paln, Now
God®s creatures are forever delivered from his presence
and temptations, “The whole earth is at rest,and is guiet:
they {the righteous) bréak forth into singing,’” Isaiah 14:7,
And a shout of praise and triumph ascends from the whole
loyal universe, “The voice of 2 great multitude,” “ag the
voice of many watérs, and as the voice of mighty thunders
ings,” is heard, saying: #Alléluias for the Lord God omni-
potent reigneth.” Revelation 19:6,

A NEW HEAVEN AND A NEW EARTH

] saw & new heaven and a new earths for the first
heaven and the first earth were passed away,” Revelation
21:1. The fire that consumes the 'wicked purifies the
earth, Every trace of the curse is swept away, No
stornally burning hell will keep before the ransomed the
fearful consequences of sin. (674)

One reminder alone remainst Our Redeemer will
ever bear the marks of His crucifixion. Upon His
wounded head, upon His side, His hands and feet, are the
only trages of the cruel work that sin has wrought, Says
the prophet, beholding Christ in His glory: “He had bright
beams coming out of His side: andihere was the hiding of
His power)® Habakkuk 3:4, margin., That plerced side
whence flowed the erimson stream that reconciled man to
God — there is the Saviour’sglory, there “the hiding of His
power,* Spmighty to save,™  (hrough the sacrifice of
redemption, He was therefore strong to execute justice
upon themthat despised God’s mercy, Andihe tokens of His
humiliation are His highest honor; throughthe eternalages
the wounds of Calvary will show forth His praise and de-
clare His power. g

#0 Tower of the flock, the stronghold of the daughter
of Zion, unto Thee shall it come, eventhe first dominion.”
Micah 4:8, The time has come to which holy men have
looked with longing since the flaming sword barred the
first pair from Eden, the time for “the redemption of the
purchased posgession,” Ephesians 1:14. Theearth origin.
ally given to man as his kingdom, betrayed by him into the
hands of Satan, and solongheldbythe mighty foe, has been
brought back by the great plan of redemption, All that was
lost by sin has been restored,. “Thus saith the Lord , .«
that formed the earth and made it; He hath established it,
He created it not in vain, He formed it to be intabited

- Isaiah 45:18, God’s original purpose in the creation of the
earth s fulfilled as it is made the efernal abode of the
redeemed. “The righteous shall inherit the land,and dwell
therein forever.’’ Psalm 37:29,

A fear of making the future inheritance seem too
material has led many to spiritualize away the very truths
which lead us to look upon it aspur homs, Christ assyred
His disciples that He went toprepare mansions for them in
the Fathei’s House, TThose who-aceept the teachings of
God's word will net be wholly ignorant cencerning the
heavenly abode, And yet, “eye hath not seen, nor ear
heard, peither have entered into the heart of man, the
things which God hath prepared for them that love Him.”

1 Corinthians 2:9, Human language is inadequate to deseribe -

the reward of the rightecus. It willbe known only to those

who behold &, Nofinite mind cancomprehend the glory of
the Paradise of God. . , T (é75)

There, “the wildérness and the solifary place shall
be glad for them; and the desert shallrejoice, and blossom
as the rose “Instead of the thorn shall come up the fir
tree, and instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle
tree” #“The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the

leopard shall lje down with the kid; . . , and a Hitie chilg:

shall lead them.” “They shall not hurt nor destroy n all
My holy mountain,” saith the Lord. Isaiah 35:1; 55:13;
11:6,9. » » ' (676)

There is the New Jerusalem, the metropolis of the
glorified new earth, *“a crown of glory in the hand of the
Lord, and 2 royal diadem in the band of thy God,”  “Her

light was like unto 2 stone most precious,even like a jasper
stone, ¢lear as erystal,” *The nations of them which are
saved shall walk in thelight of itzand the kings of the eartt
do bring their glory and honor intoit . Saith the Lord: 44
will rejolce In Jerusalem, and joy in My people,”* **TF -
tabernacie of God is with men, and He will dwell with
them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself shall
be with them, and be their God.” Isafah 62:3; Revelation
- 218, . . ‘ (677)
There the redeemed shall know, even as alsothey dre
knownt. The foves and sympathies which Ged Himself has
planted in the soul shall there find truest and sweetest
exercise, The pure communion with holy belngs, the

* harmonious social life with the blessed angels and with the

falthful ones of all ages who have washed their vobes and -
made them white in the blood of the Lamb, the sacred tiesg
that. bind together “the whele family in heaven and earth®
(Ephesians 3:15) — these help to constiiute the bappiness
of the redeemed, '

There immortal minds will contemplate with never
failing delight the wonders of creative power; the mysterie:
oi redeeming love, There is ne cruel, deceiving foe t
tempt to- forgetfullness of God. Every faculty will by
developed, every capacity lncreased, The acquirement o
nowledge will not weary the mind or exhaust the energles
There the grandest enterprises may be carried forward
the loftiest aspirations reached, the highest ambitions
realized; and still there will arise new hefphis to sur-
mount, new wonders to admire, new truths to comprehend,
fresh objects to edll forththe powers of mind and soul and
body.

And the years of eternity, as they roll, will bring
richer ond still more glovious revelations of God ond
of Christ. As knowledge is progressive, so will love,
reverence, and hoppiness inecrease, The more men
ledm of God, the grewter will be their admiration of
His character. As Jesus opens before them the riches
of redemption and the omozing achievements in the
great controversy with Sotan, the heorts of the ran-
somed theill with more fervent devotion, dand with
more rapturaus joy they sweep the horps of gold; and
ten thousand times ten thousend and thousands of
thousands of veices unite to swell the mighty chorus
of praise. v » (678)

The great controversy is ended. Sin and sinfiers
ate no more. The enfire universe is clean. One pulse
of h y ond glodness beats through the vost crea-
tion. From Him who created all How life and light
and gladness throughott the reclms of illimitable
spuce. From the minutest gtem to the greotest world,
all things, animote ond inanimate, in their unshadowed
beouty and perfect joy, declaie that God is love,
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