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The Basis of the Awakening

i i i 3 "And he said unto me, Unto two
text tonight is Daniel 8:14, ,
fﬂou::nd and three hundred days; then shall the sanctu?ry be
leansed." You may say, "I've heard that text before," Of course,
;éeall h;ve, or we wouldn't be here. If we had not heard it we
would not be Seventh-day Adventists,

e hundred years ago that the study and understanding
i: ¥§§SO;ZZsZze of Scripiure caused the greatest religioys ay@k—
ening since the days of the apostles, Yog know.how Willjam Miller
and his associates, through a study of th}s Sc?lpture, came t;d
understand that the time brought to view in this p?ophecy wouTh
end in 1844 in the Spring, the end of the 1843 J?w1sh yeaz. H?y
understood that the Lord would come the second time to re ?eﬁt'is
people. As they preached that message the churches were mightily

stirred.

assing of the time and the Lord did not come, the
The?,tiﬁ:ezazhiegstudifd and then about July, 1844, while the? were
Scr;P a camp-meeting at Exeter, Elder Snow presented more light
h01t;?§ text of Scripture., The result was an even greater awak—
i ’ which we know today as the "midnight cry." It went to ev-
enlng!ssion station in the world in about three months. The.ser-
erytmlf the Lord says that was the greatest religious awake?1ng
Zﬁg tﬁe mightiest since Pentecost., Thus the bas%s of the first
angel's message was Daniel 8:14. Again? the bas%s 1f :hefggei: )
"midnight cry" was increased understanding of this text of Scrip

ture,

the second passing of the time in 1844, .The Lord
g?;nn:: zgzz’tznd His peoplg met with a crushing disapp01ntment.
T;e day after the disappointment Hiram Eqson was wa%klng thrg?gh
a cornfield with another man and he received more'llght on t ii' 4
f Sceripture. From that light we have the birth of ?he ir
teth? message. They found that instead of the Lord coming to
:ﬁ%i erld as expected, that instead of r?turning as the great
High Priest from heaven, He had at that time ended one phase of .
Hi§ ministry in the first apartment of the heav?nly sanctuary, an
had entered into the most holy place to appear in thetﬁrei§?c§
of God for His people., Thus began the greét work of t et ir .
1's message. Thus we see that the basis of the flrS', second,
angethird angels' messages was light on this text of Seripture,
?Ento two thousand and three hundred days; then shall the sanctu-
ary be cleansed." Daniel 8:14,

Another Religious Awakening Due

i igi kening, greater than
t, there is to be another religious awa ’ '
Andtzso;t greater than the midnight cry. The prophe? John in Rev-
Pint'on r;corded that the whole earth was lightened with the glory
efand The servant of the Tord tells us in Great Controversy,
0 .
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p. 464, that before the coming of the Lord there is to be a revival
of primitive godliness among His peoplé such as has not been wit-
nessed since apostolic times., What will be the basis of this great
religious revival?

As I read the Spirit of Prophecy I find that it will again be an
increased understanding of this passage of Scripture, which is the
very basis for the Advent Movement, I am going to read a paragraph
from the servant of the Lord:

"The great plan of redemption, as revealed in the closing work for
these last days, should receive close examination. The scenes
connected with the sanctuary above should make such an impression
upon the minds and hearts of all that they may be able to impress
others. All need to become more intelligent in regard to the work
of the atonement, which is going on in the sanctuary above. When
this grand truth is seen and understood, those who hold it will
work in harmony with Christ to prepare a people to stand in the
great day of God, and their efforts will be successful, . . ."
Testimonies, vol. 5, p. 575.

Just let us pause for a moment to notice the significance of this
passage. First, who needs to become more intelligent upén the sub-
ject of the sanctuary? All! "All need to become more intelligent
in regard to the work of the atonement, which is going on in the
sanctuary above," And then notice the next sentence, "When this
grand truth is seen and understood. . . ." What does that imply?
This statement was written about seventy years ago., Doesn't that
imply that we do not yet see and understand it as we should? Then
when God's people see and understand the true meaning of the cleans-—
ing of the sanctuary, notice what will result:

". . . Those who hold it will work in harmony with Christ to pre-

pare a people to stand in the great day of God, and their efforts
will be successful. . , ."

In other words, the understanding of the great truth of the cleans-—
ing of the sanctuary will lead God's people to work in harmony with
Christ that they might be prepared to stand in the great day of
God. That is the purpose of the third angel's message, to prepare
a people to stand in the great day of God. We have been preaching
that message for 116 years, The promise is that when we see and
understand the great truth of the cleansing of the sanctuary as

we should and become more intelligent upon this subject, then we
can work in harmony with Christ and the work will be successful.

At the present time there is an awakening beginning in God's church.
It always begins there before it goes to the world. We are gather—
ed together this evening because of that. The message is uniting
some and dividing others, even in the church of God. Some are very
much opposed to it, and seme are very much in favor of it. Each

one of us in the remnant church are called upon to make a decision
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either for or against. The servant of the Lord admonishes us "to
form our opinions for ourselves, as we are to answer for ourselves
before God." Great Conmtroversy, p. 598. So then, each one of us
must give an account of himself to God.

The Basis of the Present Awakening

This evening I want to present to you what is the basis of phe awak—
ening that is beginning among God's people at the present tlge, that
you might listen to the evidence, that you might take your Bibles
and the Spirit of Prophecy and by prayer and study determige your
relation to the points presented. The basis of the awakening is
still this same text of Scripture: "Unto two thousand and three
hundred days; then shall the sanctuary be cleansed."

I want to present just three points: (1) that the cleansing of‘the
sanctuary is an experience for the people of God; (2) that ?h1s
experience is available now; and (3 that we must enter into it by
faith,

The Cleansing of the Sanctuary an Experience

First, the cleansing of the sanctuary is an experience. You say,
"What do you mean by an experience?" We have always understood
since 1844 as a people, that Jesus entered into the most holy place
for a work which we have called the cleansing of the sanctuary.
Every Adventist believes that, if he is indeed an Adventist.  We
all believe that Jesus is deing a work up in heaven, going over

the records of individuals, thus deciding their fate. This is all
true and correct,

But I want to present evidence tonight that the cleansing of the
sanctuary is not just something that takes place in heaven. The
cleansing of the sanctuary as presented both in the Bible and th?
Spirit of Prophecy has to do not only with something that is taking
place in heaven, but also has to do with something that is to take
place in the hearts and lives of His people upon this earth,

In order that we might see that, let us look at the context of this
Seripture in Daniel 8:14. First of all the text itself: "Then
shall the sanctuary be cleansed." The Hebrew word which is trans-
1ated "cleansed" in this passage is "tsadaq". Interestingly encugh,
it is the only place that this word is used in the whole Bible,
There is no other word in the whole of the Scriptures just exactly
the same. The word means "cleansed." It can also mean "™restored,"”
"put right," "restored again," "restored to its rightful state,"
*set right," "justified," "vindicated." These are all shades of
this Hebrew word. "Then shall the sanctuary be cleansed."™ The
RSV puts it "restored to its rightful state."

With that in mind, let us look at the context in which this text is
used., We will go back and read from verse 9 of Daniel 8, where it
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speaks of the Papacy:

"And out of one of them came forth a little horn, which waxed ex~-
ceeding great, toward the south, and toward the east, and toward
the pleasant land. And it waxed great, even to the host of heaven;
and it cast down some of the host and of the stars to the ground,
and stamped upon them, Yea, he magmified himself even to the prince
of the host, and by him the daily sacrifice was taken away, and the
place of his sanctuary was cast down. And an host was given him
against the daily sacrifice by reason of transgression, and it cast
down the truth to the ground; and it practised, and prospered.”
(verses 9—125

This is a prophecy of the work of the man of sin, This Scripture
tells us that the man of sin in magnifying himself against Christ,
the Prince of the Host, would cast down the sanctuary to the ground,
take away the daily, cast down the truth and tread under the people
of God, that is, the host of God. When the man of sin took away
the knowledge of the great blessed ministry of Jesus in the heaven-—
ly sanctuary the result was desolation in the church of God, be-
cause that ministry was the very center of the work that was going
forward for the church, and when the man of sin cast down the sanc-
tuary and desolated it, he also desolated the church of God,

And so we read verse 13 of Daniel 8. A question is asked here for
the benefit of Daniel: "Then I heard one saint speaking, and an-
other saint said unto that certain saint which spake, How long shall
be the vision concerning the daily sacrifice, and the transgression
of desolation, to give both the sanctuary and the host to be trod-
den under foot?®

You will notice that the question is twofold. First, "How long
shall the sanctuary be trodden under foot?" and secondly, "How long
shall God's people be trodden down?" I will write these on the
board, "the sanctuary" and "God's people." You can never separate
God's people from the sanctuary. When you desolate one, you deso-—
late the other. When you destroy one, you destroy the other.

And so the question was a two-fold one. “How long shall that sanc-—
tuary be desolate? How long shall the knowledge of that blessed
doctrine be obliterated from the earth, and how long shall God's
people be kept under the power of the man of sin?" And the answer
is given, "Unto two thousand and three hundred days; then shall

the sanctuary be cleansed," or "restored to its rightful state."

Now, why didn't the heavenly being answer the second part of the
question concerning the restoration of God's people, The guestion
was asked, "How long should the sanctuary be desolate and thrown

down, and God's people too." But in answer there is given gimply

the statement, "Unto two thousand three hundred days; then shall

the sanctuary be cleansed," When the man of sin destroyed the sanc-
tuary he corrupted God's people, polluted the church of God, and
caused God's people to go into captivity for many long years, There—

A

fore, if the casting down of the sanctuary would mean the casting
down of the church of God, what would be therestoration of the sanc-
tuary but the restoration of God's people as well?

The servant of the Lord says in Counsels to Writers and Editers,
p. 30:

"The passing of the time in 1844 was a period of great events, open-
ing to our astonished eyes the cleansing of the sanctuary transpir-

ing in heaven, and having decided relation to God's people upon the

earth, . . ."

You can not separate the restoration of the sanctuary from the res-—
toration of God's people, and the cleansing of the sanctuary from
the cleansing of God's people,

The Cleansing of the Sanctuary in the Book of Revelation

This truth is further unfolded in the book of Revelation. As we
know, Revelation is an unfolding of the book of Daniel. It unfolds
the great truths which are found in the book of Daniel. Now, if
Revelation is an unfolding of the book of Daniel, where in the book
of Revelation do you find the cleansing of the sanctuary? Well,
you say, it is not there, So far as the words go, that is true,
The words "“cleansing of the sanctuary" are not found there, and yet
the great work of the cleansing of the sanctuary is indeed found in
the book of Revelation. It is the great subject of the closing
chapters,

Let us see that., We will turn to Revelation 10 and start reading
from verse 1:

"And I saw another mighty angel come down from heaven, clothed with
a cloud: and a rainbow was upon his head, and his face was as it
were the sun, and his feet as pillars of fire: And he had in his
hand a little book open: and he set his right foot upon the sea,
and his left foot on the earth.™

Now, if we would ask Adventists about this text of Seripture, I

think in most cases we would receive the correct answer,——that this
Being here is the Lord Jesus Christ and the little book which He

has in His hand is the book of Daniel, concerning the prophecies
pertaining to the time of the end. (see SDA Bible Commentary, VII,

ps 971) Yes, here is the unsealing of the prophecies of Daniel, par-
ticularly following 1798, When we come down to the time of the end,
what prophecy of Daniel received the greatest attention? What was
the central one? Daniel 8:14, "Unto two thousand and three hundred
days; then shall the sanctuary be cleansed."

That was the central one, and this is the ome referred to here in
the tenth chapter of Revelation., We commence reading again from
verse 5:
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"And the angel which I saw stand upon the sea and upon the earth
lifted up his hand to heaven, And sware by Him that liveth for ever
and ever, Who created heaven, and the things that therein are, and
the earth, and the things that therein are, and the sea, and the
things which are therein, that there should be time no longer."

What does this refer to? Does it refer to the end of the world's
history? No, it doesn't. It refers to the end of prophetic time.
When did that end? 1844, Then, what prophecy particularly is
Christ unsealing here in Revelation 10? The cleansing of the sanc—
tuary, the great time prophecy which would end in 1844,

Notice, He has a mighty message, because He places one foot upon
the earth and the other foot upon the sea, which symbolizes the
world-wide extent of the mighty message that would come from the
unsealing of this prophecy, What is the message? It is declared
here in verse T:

"But in the days of the voice of the seventh angel, when he shall
begin to sound, the mystery of God should be finished, as He hath
declared to His servants the prophets."

When Jesus unsealed this prophecy here in Revelation 10, instead
of saying that the time has now come to cleanse the sanctuary, He
didn't use those words, "cleansing of the sanctuary." He used the
term, “finigh the mystery of God"™ which the apostle Paul tells us
in Colossians 1:27 is "Christ in you, the hope of glory."

And therefore we see that the cleansing of the sanctuary is not just
something which takes place in heaven. It is declared to be the
"finishing of the mysiery of God" in the book of Revelation. Geod

is calling a people who are to stand through the time of trouble
without a mediator, Those who will be able to stand through that
time are those who have perfected holiness in the fear of God, those
in whom the work of salvation is finished., The image of Jesus is
completely formed in them,

When we come to Revelation 14, the mighty message which comes from
the unfolding of Daniel 8:14, we read of a special company of people:

"And T looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on the mount Sion, and with
him an hundred forty and four thousand, having His Father's name
written in their foreheads," verse 1,

Verses 3 to 5 continue the description of this group: "And they
sung as it were a new song before the throne, and before the four
beasts, and the elders: and no man could learn that song but the
hundred and forty and four thousand, which were redeemed from the
earth, These are they which were not defiled with women; for they
are virgins, These are they which follow the Lamb withersoever He
goeth, These were redeemed from among men, being the firstfrnits
unto God and to the Lamb, And in their mouth was found no guile:
for they are without fault before the throne of Ged."

U ; Y

Here is a people in whose lives is seen the practical results of the
cleansing of the sanctuary. They have followed Jesus in His clos-
ing ministry in the heavenly sanctuary, They stand without fault
before the throne of God, a perfected people, a people who will he
translated from this earth without seeing death, Thus we see from
Daniel and from Revelation that the cleansing of the sanctuary is
not just something which takes place in heaven. It is to be an ex—
perience in the lives of God's people, an experience of the perfect-
ing of the saints, That, indeed, is the heart of the third angel's
message,

God's Purpose for the Human Soul

Further, we see that the cleansing of the sanctuary is an experience
when we consider the basic purpose of the sanctuary service, What
is it? It is clearly stated in the book Education, p., 36: "In all,
God desired His people to read His purpese for the human soul,"”
That is the purpose of the sanctuary, That is what we are to read
in the sanctuary service, "In all," says the servant of the Lord,
"God desired His people to read His purpose for the human soul,"

The whole sanctuary service is a demonstration of God's purpese for
our hearts and lives, Let us illustrate it now from the sanctuary,
We look there to the sketch on the board. There is the outer court,
with the altar of burnt offering and the laver. And the sanctuary
itself, with the first apartment, the holy place, and the second
apartment, the most holy place, In the holy place of that sanctu-
ary, on the north side there was a table of shewbread, on the south
side the seven lamps of fire. Before the second veil of the sanctu-
ary, there was the golden altar of incense, whereon was the fire and
the incense which kept ascending before God. And then, in the sec-
ond apartment, the most holy place, the sacred chest, the ark, con-
taining the law of God, above which was the shekinah glory of God.
"In all, God desired His people to read His purpose for the human
soul ,"

You notice that there is a gate to that sanctuary. That sanctuary
represents the way to come to the Lord Jesus Christ. There is but
one way to come to Christ and there is but one gate, dJesus speaks
of those who would enter in by some other way, other than by Him-
self as the door into the sheepfold. He calls them thieves and
robbers, There is but one way to come to Christ, and that is by
the way of repentance,

And then, you notice that right within the sanctuary there, the
first thing that confronts the person that would come to the Lord
Jesus Christ is that altar, and we are to read in it God's purpose
for the human soul, The first thing that God presents is the cross
of the Lord Jesus Christ, dJesus says, "If any man will come after
Me, let him deny himself and take up his cross, and follow Me."
Matthew 16:24,

The apostle Paul admonishes each person to "present your bodies a
-



1iving sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reason-
able service." Romans 12:1,

We read in that altar God's purpose for the human soul, that we are
to die with the Lord Jesus Christ, that we might finish with the
old life of sin,

Next we come to the laver. Having died with the Lord Jesus Christ,
we are to be buried with Him. The old life is to be put out of
sight, As the apostle says in Hebrews 10:22, "Having our hearts
sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure
water." We are to be washed in the laver of regeneration.

Then we come into the sanctuary, Here on the altar before the sec—
ond veil the priest would take the bloed. When a sinner had sinmed
and he wished to have forgiveness, he would enter the court and
bring a substitute, confess his sin upon the head of the innocent
vietim, and slay it. Then the priest would take some of that blood
into the sanctuary and sprinkle it on the horns of the altar before
the second veil, We are also to read it that God's purpose for the
human soul., Jesus presents His blood for the repentant simnmer, As
we bow in penitence at the foot of the cross, laying our burden of
sin upon the Lamb of God, and place ourselves on that altar with
Him, Jesus sprinkles His blood. He presents it on our behalf in
heaven,

Bat we are to read in the sprinkled bood God's purpose for the hu~
man soul. Our hearts are to be sprinkled from an evil conscience,
Yes, we are to be cleansed of all guilt, That was the daily ser-
vice of the sanctuary, when the priest sprinkled that blood upon
the altar. How does this reveal God's purpose for the human soul?
Namely, that our hearts are to be cleansed from the defilement of
gsin.,  On that altar God kindled a sacred fire, and the fire which
God Himself had kindled, the priests were to sacredly cherish, In
that we are to read God's purpose for the human soul,

"In the contemplation of Christ, we linger on the shore of a love
that is measureless., We endeavor to tell of this love, and language
fails us. . . In every true disciple, this love, like sacred fire,
burns on the altar of the heart,™ Acts of the Apostles, p. 334,

"When the love of God is burning on the altar of their hearts, they
will not preach to exhibit their own smartness, but to present Christ

who taketh away the sing of the world." Testimonies, vol. 5, p. 166.

So even the fire on the altar was a demonstration of God's purpose
for our hearts and lives, namely, that the love of God might be

shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit, which Christ has given
to us, On that altar the incense rose before the presence of God.
That incense represents both our prayers and our praise to God, and
the incense of the righteousness of Jesus which is offered with

our prayers, making them acceptable to God,
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There on the north side of the sanctuary is the table of shewbread.
That also is a demonstration of God's purpose for our hearts and
lives. We all know that there is a table of shewbread up in heaven,
There is a supply of bread for God's people, but will it profit us
if there is only a table of shewbread in heaven? No, not at all,
That bread represents Christ as the bread of life, and we receive
of Him by partaking of the Word of God. We also are to be a table
of shewbread upon this earth. Our lives and our minds must be
filled with the word of God that we might live by every word that
proceedeth out of the mouth of God,

Then, in the sanctuary, there are the seven lamps of fire, which
burn before the throne of God. They, too, are a demonstration of
God's purpose for the human soul. Our lives are to be filled with
the Spirit of Christ, But the lamps of the soul are to be trimmed
and burning, supplied with the oil of grace (™ 511),

Now we come to the inner sanctuary, Yearly, there on the great day
of atonement, the priest entered the most holy place to sprinkle

the blood before the mercy seat, while the children of Israel gather—
ed around the sanctuary with prayer and with fasting and with deep
searching of heart. This was a special work called the cleansing

of the sanctuary, a work dome in the inner sanctuary, which was
performed only on the great day of atonement,

Now if the servant of the Lord says that the whole sanctuary is a
demonstration of God's purpose for the human soul, and if we can
gsee clearly that the altar represents our death to sin and the lav—
er being washed in the waters of regeneration, if we can see that
the table of shewbread, the altar, the fire, the incense, the seven
lamps all represent an experience in the life, and if we can see
that the sprinkling of that blood on the altar represents the daily
cleansing of our hearts from the guilt of sin, when we come into
the second apartment, won't that, too, be a demonstration of God's
purpose for our lives and hearts? This represents the inner cleans—
ing of the life, the complete cleansing of God's people, the per—
fecting of the saints, that God might have a people who will stand
through the time of trouble,

The Cleansing in the Type

Let us see this in the word of God, that the cleansing of the sanc-
tuary is an experience for the church., We turn to Leviticus 16:30,
This is the chapter which gives the details of the earthly day of
atonement, when the children of Israel left their farms and their
businesses, their earthly pursuits, and with one accord, with their
families and their little ones, gathered about the tent, Notice
what the above mentioned verse says:

"For on that day shall the priest make an atonement for you, to
cleanse you, that ye may be clean from all your sins before the
Lord."
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On the day of atonement here was the high priest in the most holy
place. Here were God's people surrounding this tent, humbling their
souls and searching their hearts. And the priest went in to make the
atonement in the most holy place, The Scripture says, “for om that
day," that is the day of atonement, the day when the sanctuary ig
cleansed, "shall the priest make an atonement for You, to cleanse
you, that ye may be clean from all your sins before the Lord."

Are those words clear? Are they explicit? Here was the high priest
in the most holy place. There were the people assembled around the
sanctuary. What did he go in there to do? To make an atonement for
You, to cleanse you, that you might be clean from all Your sing be-
fore the Lord, Thus, it is clear from the Scriptures that the
cleansing of the sanctuary was not only a cleansing of the records
from the sins of God's people which were kept there. It was a com-
plete cleansing of the hearts of God's people as well,

The Cleansing in the Anti-type

That was the type. Now, how about the anti-type when Jesus minjisters
in the most holy place of the heavenly sanctuary? Let us turn to

Malachi 3. Here is a prophecy of Jesus' entrance into the most holy
place in 1844 (see Great Controversy, pp. 424-426),

Reading verse
1:

"Behold, I will send My messenger, and He shall prepare the way be-
fore Me: and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to Hig
temple, even the messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in: be-—
hold, He shall come, saith the Lord of hosts."

Now just to be sure that we are on solid ground on this important
point, I will read the supporting evidence from the Spirit of Proph-
ecy., Notice what the servant of the Lord says concerning this
passage of Scripture in Malachi:

"The coming of Christ as our high priest to the most holy place, for
the cleansing of the sanctuary, brought to view in Dan., 8:14; , ., .
and the coming of the Lord to His temple, foretold by Malachi, are
descriptions of the same event. . . ." Great Controversy, p. 426,

These words are clear, aren't they? The servant of the Lord says
that Daniel 8:14 and Malachi 3:1-3 are descriptions of the same event
Now, we all know what Daniel 8:14 says. "Unto two thousand and three
hundred days; then shall the sanctuary be cleansed.™ Now here we

are told that Malachi 3 presents the same event. So let us look at
Malachi 3 and we shall see the interpretation as t
of the sanctuary. Let us read verses 2 and 3:

o the cleansing

"But who may abide the day of His coming? and who shall stang when
He appeareth? for He is like a refiner's fire, and like fuller's
soap: and He shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver: and He
shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver,
that they may offer unto the Lord an offering in righteousness,n

~10-

i iption of what the cleansing of the sanctuary is teo
Eﬁrgnlih: g?izglgf God's people, The Lord sits a§ a refiner to pur—
ify the sons of Levi, to purge them as ggld and silver that they
may offer unto the Lord an offering in r}ghteou§ne33. So you cig N
see that the cleansing of the sanctuary 1s'not'3ust something whic
takes place in heaven. Tt is something vhlch is to take E%ace :Ed
the lives of God's people, and the L?rd is to sit as a re 1?er |
a purifier to purify the sons of Levi. That represents God's piop e
in the new covenant., All are Levites. In the old covenant'syi em
only one tribe were priests; in the new covenant all are priests.

i rify God's people as gold and silver. This is declared
gﬁ ;: zgepgleazsing ofpthe sanctuary by the word of the'Lord. W@en
one refines silver, I am told, he takes the vessel of 51}ve?, which
is mixed up with the dross and he begins the work of purifying.

And the refiner looks down upon that s%lver, ?nd when he can see
his image perfectly reflected in the silver, it has th?n been re-—1
fined, That is the figure which is used here to describe the rea
nature of the work of cleansing of the sanctuary,

Jesus is in the heavenly sanctuary. Leviticus 16:30 says, "For on
that day shall the priest make an at?nement for you, to ﬁleE?s? you,
that ye may be clean from all your sins before ?he_Lord. e ii
looking down upon His people until He can see His image perfec zh

flected in them., And when He can, the sanctua?y is cleansed, e
;ﬁrk ig finished, and the seal of God can be affixed,

The Daily Ministry

This was the great work which commenced in 1844; But you say, ":ben
wasn't Christ cleansing His people before 18447 Yes, He wag. . in—
ners since the foundation of the world cou%d always come to 2r%s

as the Lamb of God which taketh away the sin of tbe world, bu. in
the sanctuary service there were two special services, the dalli
service which was carried on day by day at the sanctuary, and then
there was a special yearly service in the mogt holy place: Bo
represented a work of cleansing. The cleansing of the gallgfse?—
vice, represented by the shedding of the blood of the sin o erli'lxg:i
and the sprinkling of the blood on the altar'of incense represente
the work of cleansing our hearts from the guilt of sin,

i ork was in progress before 1844, and it has been since
igii.th;;azéver the sig, if the soul repents and believes, the
guilt is washed away by the blood of Christ. If we confess our
gins, He will forgive and cleanse us from all unrlght?ousness. And
yet ;t is one thing to receive forgiveness and cleansing from the
guilt of sin and still another to be cleansed from the record of

sin There is a difference between the forgiveness of sins and the

“blotting out of sins. That, of course, is the fundamental basis of

the whole Advent Movement. It is found in the first §rticle ever
written on the cleansing of the sanctuary by Crosier in 1846,

We receive the forgiveness of sins when we come to Jesus and con- -
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fess them. That was demonstrated in the daily service of the sanc—
tuary when sinners came through the gate and confessed their sins,
and the priest went in and sprinkled the blood on the altar. The
sinpner was then forgiven of his trespasses. But sins were not
blotted out until the day of atonement., Thus it is that when we
come to Jesus as sinners, confess our sins and claim His pardon-
ing love, He cleanses us from the guilt of sin. Our sins are

sent away to the heavenly sanctuary but they are not blotted out
either in the records in heaven or in the record of our minds,

The Record of Sin

I want to read just a few statements from the servant of the Lord
to illustrate what the record of sin is, that we might see what is
the gpecial work of the cleansing of the sanctuary,

"Every impure thought defiles the soul, impairs the moral sense,
and tends to obliterate the impressions of the Holy Spirit. It
dims the spiritual vision, so that men cannot behold God, The Lord
may and does forgive the repenting sinmer; but though forgiven, the
soul is marred."™ Desire of Ages, p. 302,

"Now it may be you can repent. But even if pardon is written
against your names, you will sustain terrible loss; for the scars
you have made upon your souls will remain." Testimonies to Minis—
ters, p. 447.

"Every mistake, every error, unimportant though it may be regarded,
leaves a scar in this life and a blot on the heavenly records."
Our High Calling, p. 227,

"God may and will forgive the repenting sinner, but though forgiven,
the soul is marred; the power of the elevated thought possible to
the unimpaired mind is destroyed."™ Fundamentals of Christian Ed—
ucation, p. 195,

Are these statements clear? Can we understand them? The words
are plain enough, aren't they? When we come to Christ He freely
forgives; but though forgiven, the soul is marred. The soul is
scarred, The record remains, The imprint of that sin remains in
the mind, Our minds are like a wonderful recording machine, re-
cording everything we do, even from infancy,

I read from Child Guidance, p. 199: "What the child sees and hears
is drawing deep lines upon the tender mind, which no after circum-
stances in life can entirely efface."

Thus you see that from our earliest years, what we have been seeing
and thinking has been drawing deep lines upon our minds. Every-
thing that we do stores itself in the mind, The record is there,
Nothing is blotted out,

I read another statement from Christ's Object Lessons, p. 55:
~12~

"1t is true that some may see their folly and repent. God may par-
don them. But they have wounded their own souls, and brought upon

themselves a lifelong peril. The power of discermment, which ought
ever to be kept keen and sensitive to distinguish between right and
wrong, is in a great measure destroyed."

I could go on reading quite a number of statements., There are many
of them from the servant of the Lord. Perhaps just one more,
Speaking of evil-doers, Sr. White says:

“They wound their own souls, and through their lifetime will carry
the scars. The evildoer may see his sins and repent; God may par-—
don the transgressor; but the powers of discernment, which ought
ever to be kept keen and sensitive to distinguish between the sac-
red and the common, are in a great measure destroyed."
Testimonies, vol. 8, p. 66.

The Blotting out of the Record of Sin

The intent of all these passages is the same. There is a differ-
ence between the forgiveness of sins and the blotting out of sins,
When we come to Christ He forgives us of our sins. He writes par—
don against our names in the books of heaven, but our record of )
gins remains until our names come up in the judgment, when God W}ll
bring every work into judgment, and every seecret thing, whether it

be good or evil,

Not only does the record remain in the books of heaven, but where
else does it remain? In the mind. That can be proven and demon~
stated even by science today. They can operate on a man and touch
certain portions of his brain, and things that he has completely
forgotten will come back to his mind. Why? They are all recorded
there, When we receive forgiveness, Jesus writes pardon against
our names in the books of heaven, but He does something else, too,
He sprinkles our hearts from an evil conscience,

When we have forgiveness, can we still remember our sins? Did
Peter remember his sin after the Lord forgave him for denying his
Lord, or did he forget completely about it? No, the servant of the
Lord points out that Peter never forgave himself, The Lo?d for—
gave him, but he never forgot that sin until the day he died.

The record of sin is more than a remembrance. It is a scar. It is
a mark., It is an imprint upon the soul. Something is lost every
time we sin. We are the temple of the living God. There is a
record of every sin that we have committed. The cleansing of the
sanctuary is a special work in the most holy place where Jesus
makes the special atonement for us to cleanse us that we might be
clean from all our sins from before the Lord. This work in the
most holy place is a work of blotting out of sins.

w. . . In 1844 began the work of investigation and blotting out of
»  Great Controversy, p. 486. The blotting out of sins is not
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just something that takes place in the books of heaven. It means

a complete cleansing in the lives of God's people here upon the
earth, a complete erasing of the record of sin, a blotting out of
every trace of sin from the character, of every mark, of every secar,
that God's people might be redeemed forever from its results, that
they might reflect the image of Jesus fully. Thus the cleansing of
the sanctuary is an experience.

- I have a record here of one man in our denomination to whom God
granted this experience, at least a measure of it, as an earnest,
a witness of what He wants to do for the whole church, Most of you
have heard of Elder Eugene Farnsworth. The Farnsworth family were
among the original Adventists, I think William Farnsworth was the
first Seventh-day Adventist. This is Eugene Farnsworth, known to
many here in America. I have talked to many here who remember the
time when God raised him up from his death-bed. He was dying of
cancer, They opened him up and just sewed him up again because
he was just eaten up with it. The Lord miraculously cured his can-
cer and he was raised up. That was a mighty miracle. But the Lord
performed an even greater miracle than that for him, and he recorded
it in a book called Divine Healing published by our Review and Herald
Publishing Association, This was his testimony as written in the
boolk:

"Lest I should forget, I want to mention another thing that God hag
done for my soul. I camnot explain it, and it is not necessary that
I should, but it is this: After I had that great infilling of the
Spirit of God I became conscious, after a few days, that there were
things that I had forgotten. I kept thinking it over, and wondering
how it was. I went back in my memory. You, brethren and ministers,
know that in our lives and experiences of the past, things have come
up, and we have been in touch with other brethren, and it has been
difficult for us to explain to ourselves how certain ones could do
what they did and still be Christians; and there have been times
when some unpleasant feelings that ought not to exist have come into
our minds, and we have carried them along. You know what I mean,

"I want to testify here this morning that the Holy Spirit has taken
every one of them out of my recollection. I can't remember g single
one—-not a single one. I don't know when He did it, I don't know
how He did it, and I don't care when nor how, but I have praised God
from that day to this for that experience. It has helped me more
than any other experience I ever had to know what God means when

He tells us that He will blot out our transgressions., It means
something more than simply blotting out a record up in heaven, It
means blotting out of a man’s mind the nightmare of sin, so that

he will never remember it any more., That is what God is going to

do for His blessed children, brethren, for all eternity, very soon,

"I read two or three times over in the Bible that God will forget our
transgressions, that He will remember our sins no more. Well I

tell you, brethren, when God forgets them and remembers them ﬁo

more, it is a blessed thing for us to forget and remember them no
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more, too. I bless God for that experience, I tell you that kind
of experience is worth going down into the valley of the shadow of
death to obtain., It is worth it. I don't know as I would ever
have had it if I had not gone down there. But I went.,"

That testimony perfectly accords with what is written in inspira—
tion. We are told in Patriarchs and Prophets, p., 202 of God's
people, "Their sins will have been blotted out by the atoning blood
of Christ, and they cannot bring them to remembrance."

Great Controversy, p. 620, describing the experience of God's
people during the time of Jacob's trouble when they stand without
an intercessor says this: "Their sins have gone beforehand to
judgment, and have been blotted out; and they cannot bring them to
remembrance., "

Again in Spiritval Giftsg, vol. 3, p. 135 we find this statement:

"They cannot bring to mind any particular sins, but in their whole
life they can see but little good. Their sins had gone beforehand
to judgment, and pardon had been written, Their sins had been borne
away into the land of forgetfulness, and they could not bring them
to remembrance,™

That blessed experience of the complete blotting out from a man's
whole life the record of his sins, the taking away of that filthy
garment forever, of every scar and every mark, and the very roots
of sin from the inner sanctuary of the soul, that experience is
called in Scripture the cleansing of the sanctuary, We must all
have it if we are going to be translated., That is the experience
which prepares the church for translation from this earth without
seeing death,

This Experience Available Now

The second point that I wish to make tonight is that not only is
the cleansing of the sanctuary an experience of the blotting out of
our sins, but that this experience is available now.

It is clearly substantiated in the Bible and the Spirit of Prophecy
that our sins are blotted out when our names come up in the Judg—~
ment, that is if we are accounted worthy, We read in Revelation
the message declared by the angel “having the everlasting gospel

to preach unto them which dwell on the earth, and to every nation,
and kindred, and tongue, and people, saying with a loud voice,

Fear God, and give glory to Him; for the hour of His judsment is
come," Revelation 14:6, 7.

Isn't that present tense? Isn't it a message to the living inhab—~
itants of the earth? The angel declares "to them which dwell on
the earth." Tsn't that to us here tonight? The message for each
of us here tonight is that the hour of His judgment is come, the
great work of the cleamsing of the sanctuary. The judgment is come,
and Christ is there to do the work.
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The Open Door

We turn to Revelation 3:8 where Jesus says to us, "Behold, I have
get before thee an open door." Here is the One that openeth and
no man shutteth and shutteth and no man openeth, 1In 1844, as we
are told by the servant of the Lord in Barly Writings, p. 42, Jesus
rose up and shut the door to the holy place of the heavenly sanctu_
ary and no man can open it, and He opened the door into the most
holy place of the heavenly sanctuary, and no man can shut it, And
so Jesus says to us, "Behold, I have set before thee an open door."

What does Jesus mean when He says the door is open? The Scripture
says the hour of His judgment is come and we believe that we are
living in the time of the cleansing of the sanctuary and this spec~
ial work is going forward in heaven and Jesus is there to do that
work, to make an atonement that we might be cleansed from all our
sins before the Lord. Jesus says the door is open., What does He
mean by that? ZIsn't it obvious? He says, stretching forth His
hands to His people, "Behold, I set before you this open door."
What He actually means is, "Behold, I set before you this exper—
ience."

That door, that open door, is a door into the most holy place, It
is a door that leads into the experience of the cleansing of the
sanctuary, the blotting out of the sins of God's people forever
more, a door into the experience which will blot out the record of
sins, that God's people might receive the seal of the living God,
and pass through the time of trouble without a mediator. The door
is open, and has been since 1844, and He has been waiting for His
people to see the reality of the cleansing of the sanctuary, that
they might enter into that experience,

No wonder the servant of the Lord says, "All need to become more
intelligent in regard to the work of the atonement, which is go-
ing on in the sanctuary above, When this grand truth is seen and
understood, those who hold it will work in harmony with Christ to
prepare a people to stand in the great day of God, and their efforts
will be successful," Testimonies, vol. 5, p, 575,

Jesus is saying to us, "The door is open. The hour of His judgment
is come." And then we read in Revelation 10 that Christ has lifted
up His hand and has sworn by Him that liveth forever, by the One
that created heaven and the things that therein are, that there
should be time no longer. Jdesus is the Creator of all things, and
thus He swears by Himself, Hebrews 6:18 speaks of two immutable
things in which it was impossible for Him to lie, or deceive us,
His oath is an immutable oath,

Christ has sworn that there should be time no longer, The New Eng—
lish Bible renders it "that there should be no longer delay.n Yes,
no more delay, That is why we have no more prophetic time since
1844, That is why no one should set a time prophecy since 1844
because time was finished and the door was open. The third angel's
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message is not hinged on time.

Jesus has presented to His people the message that the time has
come to cleanse the sanctuary, "I have gone to blot out your sins,
to make an atonement for you to completely redeem you from all in~
iquity., Now the door is open to the most holy place and you can
enter in.,®™ There should be delay no longer. We are living on
borrowed time,

The Scripture presents the fearful position in which we live at
thig time, The angels are standing on the four corners of the
earth, holding back the winds of strife that they should net blow,
Why? Because God's people have not entered into the ark of safety,
They have not received the seal of His protection, Probably most
of us heard a speech by the president of this nation a few days

ago about preparation for war, This old world is gipe for destruc—
tion, and God's wrath is about to be poured out. Yés, it should
have long since been poured out, but for the sake of His people
Jesus has held it back, dJesus looks upon the remnant which are
not sealed, and He says, "Hold, hold back those winds of strife,
because My people have not entered into the heavenly sanctuary,

The door is opened but they have not entered,"”

Now is the Time

Now is the time above all times that this experience must be laid
hold of by God's people everywhere. How much longer the angels
will hold the winds of strife we do not know, We do know this,
that the work has been delayed, but the door is 8till open, that
we might enter in and receive the experience,

Entering in by Faith

We must see that not only is the cleansing of the sanctuary an
experience; not only is this experience obtainable now; but it is
one that we must enter into by faith,

Hebrews 10:19-22 says, "Having therefore, brethren, boldness to
enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living
way, which He hath consecrated for us, through the veil, that is
to say, His flesh; and having an High Priest over the house of God;
let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith. . ..

The servant of the Lord comments thus on this passage of Scripture:

"plesasswe enter the sanctuary above and unite with Christ in work-
ing out our own salvation with fear and trembling, we shall be
weighed in the balances of the sanctuary, and shall be found want—
ing." SDA Commentary, VII, p. 933,

We must enter the sanctuary above. We must enter by faith with
Jesus into this work, Again I read in Early Writings, p. 72: "We
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must send up our petitions in faith within the second veil.," On
page 55 of the same book we read, "Those who rose up with Jesus
would send up their faith to Him in the holiest." You will find
other passages in the Spirit of Prophecy, particularly in Early
Writings, where it shows that God's people must by faith enter
with Jesus into the most holy place of the heavenly sanctuary.

We must by faith come up to the great work of the day of atonement.

What does it mean to enter in by faith? I want to touch more fully
upon ‘this tomorrow in the subject, "The Judgment of the Living."
But I would like to mention a few points on what it means to enter
in by faith, First, we are to believe the promise. We are to
believe and understand the promise, "Faith cometh by hearing, and
hearing by the Word of God." We must understand what Jesus wants
to do for us, And having understood what He wants to do for us,

we must believe the great promise which He has given unto us, And
what is the promise? That He will cleanse the sanctuary, Not just
the sanctuary in heaven, but He will cleanse the sanctuary of the
soul and complete His work of redeeming grace.

Then He will finish the mystery of God, for the Scripture says,
that "He which hath begun a good work in us," what will He do?

He will "finish it."™ He is both the author and the finisher of
our faith., In what time of this earth's history do we live? The
time when the mystery of God must be finished,

We must believe the promise, and the emphasis is clearly on the

word "promise" because it is not something which we can do, but
something that we are to believe and accept, and receive by co-oper—
ating with Jesus. It is a promise. It is a gift,

Conditions of Entering In

Having believed the promise of this wonderful experience which He
wishes to give us while He is ministering for us on this great and
dreadful hour of earth's history, we must fulfill the conditions
upon which that promise is based, because to every promise of God
there are conditions, and to claim His promises without fulfilling
the conditions is presumptioen,

The conditions are those outlined in the typical day of atonement.
In ancient Israel when the high priest entered the most holy place,
" the whole congregation was to gather around the sanctuary, humble
themselves before God, and afflict their souls that they might not
be cut off on the great day of judgment.

If that was necessary in the type, how much more essential in this
great anti-typical day of atonement that we understand the work of

our High Priest, and know what duties are required of us.

"All need a knowledge for themselves of the position and work of
their great High Priest. Otherwise, it will be impossible for
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them to exercise the faith which is essential at this time, or to
occupy the position which God designs them to £ill,"
Great Controversy, p. 488,

We must fulfill the conditions of the day of atonement. They are
clearly outlined in the word of God. I wish to take up those con-
ditions more fully with you tomorrow. Having helieved the promise,
having gathered around the sanctuary on this great day of judgment,
following Jesus in the work of the most holy place, we are to claim
the blessing, and hold on by faith until it is realized,

Yes, friends, we are to claim the blessing. The Scripture tells
us to "Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find;
knock, and it shall be opened unto you." Luke 11:9,

KQOW'does a man receive the forgiveness of sins? How is any blessing
from God realized? Whether it be repentance, which is the gift of
God, whether it be forgiveness, whether it be deliverance from the
tyranny of the old nature, whether it be the death of the old man
that it might be buried out of sight, whether it be rising to walk
in newness of life, how is every blessing received from the Lord
Jesus Christ? It is by believing the promise, It is by fulfilling
the conditions upon which that promise is based, and it is by

((31aiming the blessing in faith,

The Scripture says, "Let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For
he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and
tossed." James 1:6, Further, "Let not that man think that he shall
receive anything of the Lord., A double minded man is unstable in
all his ways." vs. 7, 8.

We are to claim with unfaltering faith the great and staggering
blessings of perfection, the great promise that Jesus will blot.
out all our sins, and eternally deliver us from the power of evil,
and place upon us the seal of the living Ged that we might be pro-
tected in the time of trouble,

It is a promise, friends, but we must lay held of it by faith, If
we don't ask, if we aren't at the sanctuary, seeking and asking and
knowing and fulfilling the conditions, and agonizing there in deep
searching of heart, we will not receive the promise, and we shall
be unsheltered in the day of God,

I want to read to you a description from the servant of the Lord

of God's people who believe the promise, who are fulfilling the
conditions, and who are gathering around the sanctuary to claim the
blessing, I will read selections from Testimonies, vol. 5, pp. 473-
475, It is speaking here of the closing up of the great day of
atonement,

It says here, ". . . The remnant church, with brokenness of heart
and earnest faith, will plead for pardon and deliverance through
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Jesus their Advocate. They are fully conscious of the sinfulness
of their lives, they see their weakness and unworthiness, and as
they look upon themselves they are ready to despair."

Do you get the picture? Here is the church of God around the sanc—
tuary, fulfilling the conditions of the day of atonement., I read
on: "“The tempter stands by to accuse them, as he stood by to re-
sist Joshua, He points to their filthy garments, their defective
characters." What does the devil point t0? Their defective char—
acters. What are those defective characters? The next sentence
tells us: "He presents their weakness and folly, their sins of
ingratitude, their unlikeness to Christ, which has dishonored their
Redeemer, "

The devil points to the record of their lives. He points to the
record of their sins, their defective characters, because every
sin that we have committed, even though forgiven, leaves a scar
upon us. It leaves its mark. It leaves its imprint. The spirit-
ual powers of the soul have been dwarfed through contact with evil,
As they gather around the sanctuary, God's people are fully con-
scious of their own weakness and unworthiness, and even though
they have put away all their sins and have sought the Lord with
humility and contrition, Satan is there and he says, "Look at their
defective characters, Look at their record of sin."

I read on: "As the people of God afflict their souls before Him,
peading for purity of heart, . . ."™ What are they doing? They

are pleading for something. They are seeking a blessing., "As the
people of God afflict their souls before Him, pleading for purity

of heart, the command is given, 'Take away the filthy garments!
from them, . . "

—

What is taken away from them? Their filthy garments, ", . . And
the encouraging words are spoken, 'Behold, I have caused thine
iniquity to pass from thee, and I will elothe thee with change of
raiment,' ., . . The despised remnant are clothed in glorious appar-
el, nevermore to be defiled by the corruptions of the world.
Now they are eternally secure from the tempter's devices, . . .
Holy angels, unseen, were passing to and fro, placing upon them
the seal of the living God,"

Can you see how the work is accomplished? Can you see how the
promise is realized by God's people? It is a promise of our great
High Priest on the day of atonement, a promise which will be ful-
filled to everyone who will hear the message, who will present him-
self at the sanctuary on the great day of atonement, who will ful-
fill every condition, and who will believe and claim the promise,
The promise is that as the people of God will come to that sanctu—
ary and afflict their souls there, and plead for the great gift of
the cleansing of the sanctuary, that Jesus stands up and He says,
"Pake away the filthy garments." And He clothes them with Hig

own righteousness, net for a day or for an hour, but for eternity,
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v . "
for it says, "nevermore to be defiled by the cofruptl?ns oﬁ the world.
"Now they are eternally secure from the tempter's devices.

A blessing is realized and that is the blesging ?f th? great dazfof
atonement, Thus we see that we are called in this crisis houz
history to join God's people in a solemn assembly a? th; sanz uzﬁg.
This is the day, my dear friends, a day of opp?rtunlty Of us, n
I believe that day is the last day of opportunl@y for God i peop
to arouse them from their lethargy and from their slumber to join
in a great solemn assembly at the sanctuary.

We have come to the time of confessing and forsaking of sins. We
have come to the time of humbling of 'souls before God, oi tge re—
ception of the Laodicean message, as the gervant of the dog s;g:,
"The testimony of the True Witness has not been half heede .h
gsolemn testimony upon which the destiny ?f the qhurch hgngi :im .
been lightly esteemed, if not entirely disregarded. This e;l ony
mist work deep repentance. . . ." Testimonies, vol. 1, p. 181.

It is time to seek Jesus. It is time to find the Lamb'of God wﬁicg
taketh away the sins of the world, and to send every sin be#oreta?

to judgment that they may be blotted out that we might receive this
gift,

The Only Refuge

i i the most holy place of
The only place we can receive Jesus is in y C
the heavegly sanctuary., The only place where we can.flnd H1§ zoday
in a genuine experience is around there, following Him by faith,

I read from the servant of the Lord in Early Writ%ngs, pp. 78, 79,
of a dream of deep significance of what is transpiring today in
the church of God.

wT dreamed of seeing a temple to which many people were flocking.
Only those who took refuge in that temple would be saved when t?me
should close. All who remained outside would be forever lost.

You see that is the ark of safety. That is the anti-typical ark,

In those days they had a number of years to'en?er that ark, andngen
the time expired only those who were found inside were saved, oday
the ark is the most holy place of the heavenly sanctuary——enteri?g
in with Jesus into that open door, "Only those who took refuge in
that temple would be saved when time should close. A1l who re~
mained outside would be forever lost."

the servant of the Lord sees those who were de?iding and rid—
?ESTing those who were entering the temp}e and telling them thag
., this plan of safety was a cunning deception, that there was not an—
¥ ger whatever to aveid. "They even laid hold of.some to preven
them from hastening within the walls." As I said before, it is a
parable which is being fulfilled today.
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"Fearing to be laughed at and ridiculed, I thought best to wait
until the multitude were dispersed, or until I could enter unob-
gserved by them., But the numbers increased instead of diminishing
and fearful of being too late, I hastily left my home and pressed,
through the crowd. In my anxiety to reach the temple I did not
notice or care for the throng that surrounded me, On entering the
building, I saw that the vast temple was supported by one immenge
pillar, and to this was tied a Lamb all mangled and bleeding, We
who were present seemed to lknow that this Lamb had been torn and
bruised on our account, All who entered the temple must come be-—
fore it and confess their sins,

"Just before the Lamb were elevated seats upon which sat a com—
pany of people looking very happy. The light of heaven seemed to
shine upon their faces, and they praised God and sang songs of

glad thanksgiving that seemed to be like the music of angels. Theae

were they who had come before the Lamb, confessed their 8ins, been
pardoned, and were now waiting in glad expectation of some joyful
event.

"Even after having entered the building a fear came over me and a
sense of shame that I must humiliate myself before these people,
But I seemed compelled to move forward, and was slowly making my
way around the pillar in order to face the Lamb, when a trumpet
sounded, the temple shook, shouts of triumph arose from the assemb-—
led saints, an awful brightness illuminated the building, then all
was intense darkness. The happy people had all disappeared with

the brightness, and I was left alone in the silent horror of night,"”

Before us is presented the open door, and that open door is Jesus,
He is waiting to receive us, He is waiting for us to come before
Him that we might confess our sins and humble our souls before God
in this anti-~typical day of atonement, He is not only waiting to
do that, my dear friends, but having done that, and when we have
fulfilled the conditions of the day of atonement, He is waiting to
blot out our sins forever more, to clothe us with the garments

of His righteousness. May the Lord give us grace that we at thig
time might enter in and lay hold of the gift,
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Fhe Mc;menf a{ the .L’wmy.

My subject this afternoon, friends, is "The Judgment of the Liv-
ing."

"And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the
everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth,
and to every nation, kindred, and tongue, and people, Saying with
a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to Him; for the hour of
His judgment is come: and worship Him that made heaven, and earth,
and the sea, and the fountains of waters." Revelation 14:6, 7.

"For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of
God." ‘1 Peter 4:17.

For over one hundred years this great and solemn work has been in
progress with the dead. Soon it must pass to the living, I read
from Great Controversy, p. 490:

"The judgment is now passing in the sanctuary above. For many
years this work has been in progress. Soon--none kmow how soon—-—
it will pass to the cases of the living. In the awful presence
of God our lives are to come up in review."

The most solemn subject which we can contemplate is this work of
judgment, Moreover "the time is come that judgment must begin
at the house of God."

I want to speak to you on the subject of the judgment under three
headings: (1) the preparation for the judgment of the living;

(2) the experience of the judgment of the living; and (3) the
victory of the judgment of the living,

Preparation for the Judgment

First of all, the preparation for the judgment of the living. In
ancient Israel as the great crisis day approached, the trumpets
were blewn throughout the land. We read in Leviticus 23 that
ten days before the day of atonement the trumpets blew, and they
blew for ten days, telling the children of Israel that they must
make preparation for the great day of atonement, The children of
Israel heard the blowing of the trumpets. They went through their
homes; they washed their clothes; they went through their families
and put things in order. Those who had sins unconfessed came to
the sanctuary, laid their sins upon the head of the sin offering,
and transferred their sins into the sanctuary, ready for the day
of judgment, This typifies the work that we are called to do at
this time. On the day of judgment they gathered around with their
families and their little ones. They left their farms and their
businesses., They fasted. They afflicted their souls when the
high priest went into the most holy place on that solemn day,
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Isaiah 40:3, 4, speaking of this time of earth's history in par-
ticular, says: "Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make straight
in the desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall be ex—
alted, and every mountain and hill shall be made low: and the
crooked shall be made straight, and the rough places plain."

In ancient times when a king went traveling through the region,
certain ones were equipped and hastened ahead of the chariot to
prepare the way, to straighten out the rough places, to do every-
thing needed in preparation for the soon appearing of the king.
This symbolism is used to represent the heights which God's people
must attain before the appearing of the King of Kings in the in-~
vestigative judgment,

The same message is brought to view in Malachi 3. We touched on
this last night. Let us look at it again,

"Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way

before Me: and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to His

temple, even the messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in:

behold, He shall come, saith the Lord of hosts. But who may abide

the day of His coming? and who shall stand when He appeareth?m
Malachi 3:1, 2,

It will be a most solemn time when He appears in judgment for the
living and we have to appear before His presence. A messenger of
God goes before to prepare the way before Him. What is to be the
nature of our preparation for this great day of the judgment? We
read of it here in Joel 2, a most important Scripture for all of
God's people at the present time:

"Blow the trumpet in Zion, sanctify a fast, call a solemn assembly:
Gather the people, sanctify the congregation, assemble the elders,
gather the children, and those that suck the breasts: let the
bridegroom go forth of his chamber, and the bride out of her closet
Let the priests, the ministers of the Lord, weep between the porch
and the altar, and let them say, Spare Thy people, O Lord, and

give not Thine heritage to reproach, that the heathen should rule
over them: wherefore should they say among the people, Where is
their God?" Joel 2:15-17.

"Blow the trumpet in Zion." In ancient Israel they literally blew
the ram's horn, We are told here that as God's people fulfill the
conditions of the day of atonement, they must blow the trumpet in
Zion, What is the trumpet that must be blown today? We read . the
answer in Isaiah 58:1: "Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice:
like a trumpet, and shew My people their transgression, and the
house of Jacob their sins,."

We are living in the awful presence of the judgment. Ag we come
by faith to the great judgment scene, we see the Father sitting on
the throme. His eyes are too pure to behold evil, He cannot look
on iniquity, and can by no means clear the guilty. Before Him
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are the sinless angels and there is the law of God, as perfect as
God is perfect, the great standard of the judgment. There in the
light of God's presence is the record of our lives, an exact fac-—
gimile of everything that we have done, As we stand in the very
presence of the judgment of the living, at this time when judg-—
ment must begin at the house of God, the message is, "Cry aloud,
spare not, 1ift up thy voice like a trumpet, and shew My people
their transgressiony and the house of Jacob their sins."

Sin in all its forms must be abandoned, and the appetite must be
gsanctified by hely principle. The Scripture says, "Make not pro-
vision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof." Romans 13:14.
Our eyes must be single to the glory of God. Jesus says, "If thy
right eye offend thee, pluck it out." Now is the time, friends,
to "pluck it out" if it offends us. Our ears also must be tuned
to the voice and to the megsage of God. Isaiah 50:4, 5, des~
cribes the experience of Jesus, but it must apply to every one of
His followers as well:

"The Lord God hath given Me the tongue of the learned, that I
should know how to speak a word in season to him that is weary:

He wakeneth morning by morning, He wakeneth Mine ear to hear as
the learned. The Lord God hath opened Mine ear, and I was not re-
bellious, neither turned away back."

What did Jesus do morning by morning? He awakened to hear the
voice of His Father, Are our ears attuned to hear His voice morn-—
ing by morning? When every other voice is hushed, are we learn—
ing to be gtill and know that He &s God., Our tongues must be
sanctified by the grace of Christ. "Every idle word that men
shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of judg-
ment." Matthew 12:36. Oh, how much the Spirit of Prophecy talks
about foolish words, vain conversation! We are told that we shall
have to meet every word and action of our lives again, The follow—
ing statement from the Spirit of Prophecy was written especially
to the young but I am not convinced that it only applies to them:

"] feel alarmed as I witness everywhere the frivolity of young
men and young women who profess to believe the truth. God does
not seem to be in their thoughts. Their minds are filled with
nonsense, Their conversation is only empty, vain talk."
Testimonies, vol. 1, p. 496,

What about our thoughts? What does the Scripture day? Every
thought must be brought into captivity to the obedience of Christ,
The Lord has eyes that are too pure to behold evil and He cannot
look upon any impure thought. Where are our thoughts? Where are
our best affections? The Seripture says, "Love not the world,
neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the
world, the love of the Father is not in him." 1 John 2:15

We think of the things that beset our lives——covetousness, self-
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ishness, self-centeredness. Where are our talents? Where are
they employed? Are we employing them for the service of self or
are we following the instruction of Sr, White to make the cause
of the King our first business in life? Are we living wholly in
reference to the coming of the Son of Man? Or de we only now and
then live on the Sabbath day as though the Lord was soon to come
and take us to heaven, Do we indeed live wholly in reference to
the coming of the Son of Man?

How much time do we waste? Are our lives filled with the Spirit?
How much do we manifest love, meekness, gentleness, and patience
in our daily lives? Are we truthful or untruthful, henest or dis-
honest in our business associations? Maybe we can do something
that will pass the pale of the law of the land, but will it

pass the law of God? The law by which every man is to be judged
is, "Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself," or "Do unto others
as you would have them do unto you." Do our actions with our
fellow men measure up to the test? What are our thoughts day by
day? Are they with Jesus in the great solemmn work in heaven, or
are they groveling around here in the vain and empty things of
this life, as if we are still planning to live here for many more
years?

Are we in the condition that the apostle Paul speaks of in Col-
ossians 3:3, "For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ
in God?" The servant of the Lord says in Early Writings, p. 47:

"It is no small thing to be a Christian and to be owned and approv-—
ed of God. The Lord has shown me seme who profess the presemt
truth, whose lives do not correspond with their profession. They
have the standard of piety altogether too low, and they come far
short of Bible holiness., Some engage in vain and unbecoming con-
versation, and others give way to the risings of self. We must

not expect to please ourselves, live and act like the world, have
its pleasures, and enjoy the company of those who are of the world,
and reign with Christ in glory.

"We must be partakers of Christ's sufferings here if we would
share in His glory hereafter. . . ."

I read a statement here from Dr. Rue. He says, "The real truth
is that we don't want Jesus to come." The members of the Sardis
church professed to love Jesus, but they resisted the message of
the second advent. Why? They didn't want Jesus to come. "The
real truth is that we don't want Jesus to come." Perhaps next
year, after we have enjoyed our new home, Dear Jesus, let our
son John have a few years to use the education he has geined,
Let him make a success. But God, we have s¢rimped and saved for
our vacation this summer. Couldn't You postpone Your coming un-
til next fall? Next week, Lord, is the association banquet. The
people are counting on me to lead out. TPostpone Your coming a
month, please. Tord, I have a wonderful retirement program set
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up. All the savings of a lifetime will mature next year. Please,
Lord, let me enjoy it a little. I want to travel and see your
good earth a few years. Lord, I have a burial site beside my
dear wife, and a tombstone with inscriptions of our accomplish-
ments. Lord, wait, and let me have a part, my part, with my
fathers in the first resurrection. But, my dear friends, if we
are ‘going to be translated from this earth, we must live as if we
are going to be translated. T

The Scripture says, "Blow the trumpet in Zion." "Sound an alarm
in My holy mountain.™ Leviticus 19:17 is a text which applies

to every one of us., I wonder if you would look at this text with
me, "Thou shalt in any wise rebuke thy neighbor, and not suffer
sin upon him." What does this mean? Take the first part, "Thou
shalt in any wise." That means in any place, without any excuse
whatsoever, "Thou shalt in any wise rebuke thy neighbor." In
other words, if we have a brother or a neighbor and we see that
ge?ls doing wickedly, what does the Scrlpture say that we ares to

o

"Thou shalt in any wise"——that means without any excuse whatever-—
"rebuke thy neighbor." 1If we don't, what will happen? "And not
suffer him to sin." But do you notice what the margin says?

"That thou bear not sin for him." Now supposing we don't do what
the Seripture says, then what? Who bears the sin? We are just

as guilty, friend. And that applies in the day of atonement when
God says, "Blow the trumpet in Zion. Lift up thy voice like a
trumpet and show My people their transgressions and the house of
Jacob their sins.®

The Lord has said that if you are living in the midst of evil,
you must protest against the evil. He doesn't say teo do it in
the spirit of criticism, but in leve. If we do it in bitterness,
we are just as guilty. We must protest. Sometimes it costs
something to protest. It did with John the Baptist, didn't it?
He knew what Herod was doing and he knew what his duty was, and
that if he carried out his duty he would lose his life. The
Scripture says, "Thou shalt in any wise rebuke thy neighbor,"
even if it will cost a man his life. John the Baptist did it
and lost his life, but he saved his soul. 8o you see the Lord
calls upon us to protest, If you are a faithful witness for the
Lord Jesus Christ, it is a part of the ministry of love, We are
called Protestants, aren't we? We profess to be Protestants,
Where does that word come from? From "protest.®

;1YOUId like to read excerpts from Testimonies, Vol. 5, pp. 209-

"At the time when the danger and depression of the church are

greatest, the little company who are standing in the light will
be sighing and crying for the abominations that are done in the
land. But more especially will their prayers arise in behalf of
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the church because its members are doing after the manner of the
world,"

n, ., These sighing, ¢ rying ones had been holding forth the words
of life; they had reproved, counseled, and entreated. .

"The class who do not feel grieved over their own spiritual declen~
sion, nor mourn over the sins of others, will be left without the
geal of God.,"

Now, my dear friends, what will happen if we do not carry out the
instructions the Lord has given us? We will be left without the
geal of God, What a solemn thought! We might lose our place be-
cause of offending somebody, even if it is done in meekness and the
spirit of Jesusy We might lose our place on the church board, but
we must not lose our place in the Lamb's book of life,

"Oh," says one, "if we do that, it will cause a shaking in the
church of God. If everybody carried that out and bore a faithful
witness against every sin and every fault that appeared in the
church of God, there would be a tremendous shaking. There would
be a split in the chureh," I read from Early Writings, p. 270,
in the chapter entitled "The Shaking."

"] asked the meaning of the shaking I had seen and was shown that
it would be caused by the straight testimony called forth by the
counsel of the True Witness to the Laodiceans. This will have its
effect upon the heart of the receiver, and will lead him to exalt
the standard and pour forth the straight truth, Some will not
bear this straight testimony. They will rise up against it, and
this is what will cause a shaking among God's people.”

The servant of the Lord says, “Blow the trumpet in Zion." Let the
trumpet be given a certain sound throughout Israel. That is one
condition, just one condition, that we must fulfill in this prep-
aration for the day of judgment, "Sanctify a fast." What is this
fast that God has ordained for His people today?

In ancient Israel they ate nothing on the day of atonement. Of
course we can see that physically that would be impossible because
the day of atomement has been going forward since 1844, But a fast
in its broader sense means eating a restricted diet. We see in
Daniel 10 that he fasted three full weeks. He ate no pleasant
bread, nor any flesh came near his mouth, As he fasted he caught
a vision of the Lord Jesus Christ and he fell at His feet as dead.
This represents the experience of God's people in the last days,

on this great day of atonement, as they come around the sanctuary.

The fast that Jesus calls for is clearly presented in the Spirit

of Prophecy, He is the One who wrote the Spirit of Prophecy, not
Ellen G, White. She was but the instrument, Her writings are the
tegtimony of Jesus to the last church, The fast that Jesus ordains
is a temperate use of that which is good, and a complete abstinence
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from everything that is harmful, We are living in the day of the
cleansing of the sanctuary, This is not just something which takes
place up in heaven, entirely divorced from us, but the real cleans—
ing of the sanctuary is to take place in our hearts. And my dear
fr%ends, particularly we who live in countries of plenty, do you
thlgk we are going to participate in the cleansing of the sanctuary
if we are feasting upon the carcasses of dead animals and holding
on to our tea pots and our coffee pots? Oh, how many today are
selling their birthright, as Esau, for a mess of pottage!

Closely associated with the fast of true health reform that God has
gglled His people to participate in, there is the fast of Isaiah

"Fs it such a fast that I have chosen? a day for a man to afflict
his soul? Is it to bow down his head as a bulrush, and to spread
sackcloth and ashes under him? Wilt thou call this a fast, and an
acceptable day to the Lord? Is not this the fast that I have chos~
en? to loose the bands of wickedness, to undo the heavy burdens,
and to let the oppressed go free, and that ye break every yoke?

Is it not to deal thy bread to the hungry, and that thou bring the
poor that are cast out to thy house? when thou seest the naked,
that thou cover him; and that thou hide not thyself from thine own
flesh." Isaiah 58:5-7,

Here is the fast which God has ordained for the remnant church, in
preparation for the great, solemn time when our names are to come
up in judgment. Friends, are we fulfilling that fast? Are we
really fulfilling this fast? When our names come up in the judg—
ment, profession will count nothing. Men are not judged by their
faith, Man is justified by his faith, but faith is something that
only God can see. Men are judged by their works. Their profession,
friends, counts nothing. It is what we have done for Christ in the
person of the poor and the afflicted, the orphans and the ones who
need our help that is important. It is whether we have manifested
the spirit of Jesus in ministering to others.

The Scripture says, "Call a solemn assembly." The ancient day of
atonement was indeed a solemn assembly. The margin of my Bible
gives "to cease work." That is what they did on the day of atone-
ment. They left their farms. They left their businesses and they
gathered aroundthe sanctuary, This obviously doesn't mean that

.we are to engage in no physical labor. That was what some of them

thought after the passing of the time in 1844, They wouldn't do
any work. Sister White was sent to rebuke them for their fanati—
cism, As the apostle says, "If any would not work, neither should
he eat." 2 Thessalonians 3:10,

Hebrews 4 tells us what this ceasing of work means. "For he that
is entered into His rest, he alsd hath ceased from his own works,
as God did from His." verse 10, We are to cease from our own
works, our own ways, our own plans, ambitions, selfishness, our own
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efforts to make ourselves righteous so that we can appear in God's
presence and our own plans to finish His work upon this earth, We
have tried for 116 years to finish the work for the most part in
our own way and have failed miserably, We can be thankful that God
has been with us, but He wants us now to fully co-~operate with Him
in His way, to come around the sanctuary on the anti-typical day

of atonement, to receive the blessing and the cleasning which He
has for us, and then go and take the loud cry to the whole world,

"Call a solemn assembly." This is a day when we must be dead unto

ourselves but alive unto the Yord Jesus Christ. "Gather the people,

sanctify the congregation. Assemble the elders, gather the child—
ren." All must be present. If we want our children saved, we must
bring them to Jesus, present them to our High Priest, that they too
might have a part in this great day of atonement.

As we gather at the sanctuary, what are we to do? What does it
mean to gather at the sanctuary? In ancient Israel they gathered
there literally, physically around the tent. We are called to
gather ourselves together at the sanctuary, 1In Testimon1es, vol.
5, p. 575, the servant of the Lord says that it is "by study, con-
templatlon, and prayer" concerning the work that Jesus is doing
for us in the heavenly sanctuary that we are to gather.

"All need a knowledge for themselves of the position and work of
their great High Priest, Otherwise, it will be impossible for them
to exercise the faith which is essential at this time, or to occupy
the position which God designs them to fill."

Great Controversy, p. 488,

"Peace and light may come into your hearts from what is spoken
from the desk; but if you do not know the Word for yourselves,
that peace and light will not stay with you."
Bible Studies on the Book of Romans by E. dJ, Waggoner,
p. 9.

Friends, we must gather together at the sanctuary that we might be
of one accord in one place. In what position were the 120 hefore
Pentecost came? Of one accord in one place. The servant of the
Lord tells us that the same work which they did must be done by
the people of God. We are to be of one accord in one place, What
is that place? At the sanctuary, following Jesus by faith,

Then, finally, "Let the priests, the ministers of the Lord weep
between the porch and the altar." Here is represented a work of
soul affliction around the sanctuary, The servant of the Lord says
in Great Controversy, pp. 489, 490:

"We are now living in the great day of atonement. In the typical
service, while the high priest was making the atonement for Israel
all were required to afflict their souls by repentance of sin and
humiliation before the Lord, lest they be cut off from among the

~30~

people., In like manner, all who would have their names retained

in the book of life, should now, in the few remaining days of their
probation, afflict their souls before God by sorrow for sin and
true repentance, There must be deep, faithful searching of heart.
The light, frivilous spirit indulged by so many professed Christ—
ians must be put away."

Here are presented some of the conditions of the great anti-typical
day of atonement, of the preparation that we are called to make,
and the speedy preparation, because the Scripture says that the
Lord is coming suddenly to His temple——suddenly upon the church of
God, We must prepare the King's highway.

The Experience of the Judgment

Now let us consider the experience of the judgment of the living.
There are many who think that the judgment of the living is some~
thing which will pass from the cases of the dead to the living and
God's faithful, waiting people upon this earth will know nothing
about it. It is often based on this text of Scripture in Matthew
24, This passage of Scripture as found in verse 42, is speaking
particularly of the time of the judgment and of events connected
with the close of probation, We will start reading from verse 40
to get the context:

"Then ghall two be in the field; the one shall be taken, and the
other left. Two women shall be grinding at the mill; the one
shall be taken, and the other left, Watch therefore: for ye know
not what hour your Lord doth come."

It is quite true that we don't know the hour, but often we stop
reading there and don't read the next verse, "Ye know not what
hour your Lord doth come, BUT—-" The next word is but, which
brings in another thought. "But know this," Now, we don't know
the hour when the Lord comes, but the Scripture says, "But know
this."™ Now what are we to know? "That if the goodman of the
house had known in what watch the thief would come, he would have
watched, and would not have suffered his house to be broken up,"
verse 43, If the goodman had known what watch the thief would
come, he would have watched, He didn't know the watch. He wasn't
expected to know the day or the hour, but he could have known the
time of night. He should have known in what watch the thief would
come,

In Great Controversy, p. 490, we find a similar statement. "The
judgment is now passing in the sanctuary above, For many years
this work has been in progress. Seon—none know how soon——it will
pass to the cases of the living," Those words are so clear and
plain that they don't need commenting upon. None know how soon
it will pass from the cases of the dead to the living, But it is
a pity that we stop reading there, just as in Matthew 24,
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"At this time above all others it behooves every soul to heed the
Saviour's admonition, 'Wateh and pray: for ye know not when the
time is.'! ‘'If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come on thee
as a thief, and thou shalt not kmow what hour I will come upon
thee, "

Notice, "If therefore thou shalt not watch," what does the Lord
say will happen? "If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come
on thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know . . ." Now we turn
that from the negative and put it in the positive and what does
it mean? If you don't watch, Jesus says, you won't know. You
won't recognize the event when it comes. But if you do watch,
what will happen? You will know,

Matthew 25 follows on with the theme presented in Matthew 24. The
parable of the five wise and five foolish virgins is presented,
They all went forth to meet the bridegroom and all fell asleep,

"And at midnight there was a. cry made, Behold, the bridegroom com-
eth; go ye out to meet him, Then all those virgins arose, and
trimmed their lamps. . . . And while they went to buy, the bride-
groom came; and they that were ready went in with him to the mar-
riage: and the door was shut,  Matthew 25:6, 7, 10,

They that were ready, they that were watching and waiting and ready,
went in with him to the marriage, and the door was shut., This sym—
bolizes the work of judgment in the most holy place in the heavenly
sanctuary, This parable was fulfilled in 1844 at the commencement
of the judgment of the dead, It was fulfilled there very remark—
ably and it is commented upon in the book Great Controversy. The
midnight ery sounded at the commencement of the fulfillment of this
parable, A statement by the servant of the Lord from the Review
and Herald of February 11, 1896 says this: "My mind was carried
forward to the future, when the signal will be given, 'Behold the
Bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet Him,'"

Again the servant of the Lord says, "I am often referred to the
parable of the tem virgins, five of whom were wise, and five fool-
ish. This parable has been and will be fulfilled to the very letter,
for it has a special application to this time, and, like the third
angel's message, has been fulfilled and will continue to be present
truth till the close of time," RH, August 19, 1890.

"My mind was carried forward to the future, when the signal will be
given, 'Behold the Bridegroom cometh:; go ye out to meet Him.'"

When that ery comes—-when the final signal is given——do God's
people recognize it? Yes, they do. I read here in Christ's Object
Lessons, p. 412,

"It is in a crisis that character is revealed., When the earnest
voice proclaimed at midnight, 'Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go
ye out to meet him,' and the sleeping virgins were roused from

-32-~

their slumbers, it was seen who had made preparation for the event,
Both parties were taken unawares; but one was prepared for the emer-
gency, and the other was found without preparation. So now, a
gudden and unlooked-for calamity, something that brings the soul
face to face with death, will show whether the soul is sustained

by grace."

So, you see a signal is given. The wise who are ready go with Him
into the marriage. When is the signal given, "Behold, the Bridge—
groom cometh?" We don't know what day or hour it will come; we

do not know how soon, but a signal is given, "Behold, the Bridge~-
groom cometh," and the judgment passes from the cases of the dead
to the living when it is too late for God's people to supply the
lack of the soul. When is the signal given? It tells here in.
Christ's Object Lessons, p. 412, that this call is given at "the
great final test" when something comes, something which brings the
soul face to face with death. And she calls it here "the great
final test." What is the great final test? This terminology is
used over and over again in the Spirit of Prophecy,

I read from Great Controversy, pp. 604, 605: "Fearful is the issue
to which the world is to be brought. The powers of earth, uniting
‘to war against the commandments of God, will decree that all, 'both
small and great, rich and poor, free and bond,' shall conform to
the customs of the church by the observance of the false sabbath,

. . . . The Sabbath will be the great test of loyalty. . . .When
the final test shall be brought to bear upon men. . . ."

What is the great final test? The Sabbath, And that is precisely
when the signal is given, "Behold, the Bridegroom cometh; go ye
out to meet Him," when it is too late for God's people to supply
the lack of the soul. (see Christ's Object Lessons, p. 412)

oh, how many are waiting for the Sunday law, the time when the de-.
cree will go forth, te make the earmest preparation, It will be
too late then, friends, too late when the ftest comes. Character
will be revealed, and it will be seen then who has made the need-

ful preparation.

Now I read from the SDA Commentary, vol. 7, p. 976: "The Lord has
shown me clearly that the image of the beast will be formed before
probation closes; for it is to be the great test for the people of
God, by which their eternal destiny will be decided, . . . This is
the test that the people of God mugt have before they are gealed.®

That is a nail in a sure place, This is the test of the image of
the beast. The decree goes forth that we cannot buy or sell, This
ig the test that will determine whether we shall receive the seal
of God or the mark of the beast. This is when the signal is given,
"Behold, the Bridgegroom cometh, go ye out to meet Him."

"Now when the great work of judging the living is about to begin,
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shall we allow unsanctified ambition to take possession of the
heart and lead us to neglect the education required to meet the
needs in this day of peril?

"In every case the great decision is to be made whether we shall
receive the mark of the beast or his image, or the seal of the liv-
ing God,"

As we gee the time when the sealing commences with the national
Sunday law, we see the time when the judgment passes from the dead
to the living and the signal is given "Behold, the Bridegroom com—
eth; go ye out to meet Him."™ We are told it will come suddenly
upon all, As we study the political set-up of this nation partic-
ularly, we see unions forming today that could bring a test over-
night upon God's people. The signal is given, "Behold, the Bride-
groom cometh; go ye out to meet Him,"

When that time comes, and the reality of the judgment of the liv-
ing fully comes to the church of God, what will be the experience
of God's people? How does inspiration present this time when the
signal is given and those who are ready go into the marriage, the
great work of the judgment, when one by one the names pass in re-
view before the Judge of all the earth?

"As the Holy One upon the throne slowly turned the leaves of the
ledger, and His eyes rested for a moment upon individuals, His
glance seemed to burn into their very souls, and passed before
their minds as clearly as though traced before their vision in
letters of fire. Trembling seized them, and their faces turned
pale," Testimonies, vol. 4, p. 385,

Yes, friends, every deed and action, every word of our lives we
will have to meet again, As God's people in a great and solemn
hour have the faith to enter into this experience the Lord takes
up their names in judgment. The work of the blotting out of sins
is not just a work that takes place in heaven, It is to also take
place in the lives of God's people who are gathered around that
ganctuary, "As the Holy One upon the throme slowly turned the
leaves of the ledger" and the record of our lives is being exam—
ined in heaven, what happens upon e arth? Isaiah 4:4 tells us that
the Lord gives His people the spirit of judgment and the spirit of
burning, and every deed and action of their lives passes before
their vision as clearly as though traced in letters of fire,
Trembling seizes upon them, and their faces turn pale. '

This passage concerning the judgment in Volume 4 is a very inter—
esting study. We can not go into all the points that it presents
just now. I recommend that you give it some study. It is interest-
ing to notice that the Index of the Testimonies, under the heading
of "Judgment" gives the sub-heading "Investigative Judgment" and

it places this chapter here. Then under the heading of "Executive
Judgment" a thousand years later, it also gives this same chapter,
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In this respect the compilers of the Index did a good job because
this chapter does apply to both phases of the judgment. There is

a similarity between the judgment of the living, of the experience
of God's people entering with Jesus into the judgment, and the ex—
perience of the judgment after the thousand years. They have some~
thing in common, and one essential difference, too.

We have our choice, We can enter into the judgment with Jesus in
the great anti-typical day of atonement, be ready for the coming

of the Bridegroom, and enter with Him into the marriage. When He
takes our names in judgment He gives to us the spirit of judgment
and the spirit of burning and every deed of our life passes be-
f'ore ws as clearly as though traced in letters of fire. Trembling
seizes God's people. Their faces turn pale. We can enter in there
while Jesus still ministers and is there to blot out our sins, or
we can refuse to come to the sanctuary and come to the judgment
after the thousand years, and the same thing happens. It is also
described in Great Controversy. As Jesus rises upon the walls of
the New Jerusalem and He looks down upon the wicked, every deed of
their lives passes before their minds and they see it all, but this
time there is no atoning blood there. Their sins are not forgiven,
Trembling seizes them and their faces turn pale. So the choice is
ours,

I read in Early Writings, p.269, a further description of the judg-
ment of the living:

"I saw some, with strong faith and agonizing cries, pleading with
God. Their countenances were pale and marked with deep anxiety,
expressive of their internal struggle. Firmness and great earnest-
ness was expressed in their countenances; large drops of perspira—
tion fell from their foreheads. Now and then their faces would
light up with the marks of God's approbation, and again the same
solemn, earnest, anxious look would settle upon them."

Oh, what a scene is here presented! God's people around the sanctu-
ary on the great anti—typical day of atonement, Great drops of
perspiration are falling from their foreheads. Paleness sits on
every face, They are trembling and agonizing before God on the
great anti-typical day of atonement. Later, in looking upon this
company, the servant of the Lord states: "The numbers of this com-
pany had lessened. Some had been shaken out and left by the way."
p. 271,

First of all she deseribes two companies in the church of God. One
is composed of those who agonize at the sanctuary and the other of
those who will have nothing to do with it, the careless and indif-
ferent. They are not even there. She is not speaking about the
big company here. She is speaking of those who are agonizing at
the sanctuary with strong faith and agonizing cries, and she says,
"The numbers of this company had lessened. Some had been shaken
out and left by the way." I wonder why? I wonder why those who
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are around that sanctuary in this great experience when the judg-
ment passes from the cases of the dead to the living should not all
be saved. I wonder why some are shaken out and left by the way,

Evidently there is some sin that has not been confessed, something
which has not been forsaken and put away, and they are shaken out
and left by the way. Oh, what a time is before us! It calls for
earnest and diligent separation from all sin, Are we ready for

this tremendous experience? Are we ready for the final signal, "Be-
hold the Bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet Him?" Are we ready

to enter with our Lord into the marriage when He suddenly comes to
His temple? As the Scripture says, "Who shall stand when He appear—
eth?"

The Victory of the Judgment

Let us finally consider the victory of the judgment. In Revelation
14 the judgment is declared to be the "everlasting gospel." "Gos-

pel" means "good news," to all them that dwell on the earth. What

is the victory of the judgment? It is called the good news in the

Seripture.

I read from Testimonies, vol. 5, p. 475, of the victory which will
come to God's people who have made that thorough preparation and who
g6 with Him into the marriage when the signal is given. After des~
cribing the agonizing at the sanctuary when God's people with brok-
enness of heart and earnest faith plead before Jesus, the servant

of the Lord saysg

"As the people of God afflict their souls before Him, pleading for
purity of heart, the command is given, 'Take away the filthy gar-
ments' from them, and the encouraging words are spoken, 'Behold,

I have caused thine iniquity to pass from thee, and I will clothe
thee with change of raiment,' . . . The despised remmant are clothed
in glorious apparel, nevermore to be defiled by the corruptions of
the world. . . . Now they are eternally secure from the tempter's
devices. . . . Holy angels, unseen, were passing to and fro, plac-
ing upon them the seal of the living God."

What is the victory of the judgment? Everlasting deliverance,
"Take away the filthy garments," Satan is represented as pointing
“to their filthy garments, their defective characters, the record
of their lives. The command is given at the judgment, "Take away
the filthy garments." The sins of God's people are blotted out by
the atoning blood of Christ and they cannot bring them to remem-—
brance, They are clothed with the righteousness of Jesus, fully
clothed with His righteousness forever, nevermore to be defiled by
the corruptions of the world.

Let us go back to Early Writings again where the servant of the Lord
describes this company agonizing and pleading with great drops of
perspiration falling from their foreheads. After the shaking we
find these words: :
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"Said the angel, 'List ye!' Soon I heard a voice like many musi-
cal instruments all sounding in perfect strains, sweet and harmon-
ious. It surpassed any music I had ever heard, seeming to be full
of mercy, compassion, and elevating, holy joy. It thrilled through
my whole being., Said the angel, 'Look ye!' My attention was then
turned to the company I had seen, who were mightily shaken. I was
shown those whom I had before seen weeping and praying in agony of
spirit. The company of guardian angels around them had been doubl-
ed, and they were clothed with an armor from their head to their
feet. They moved in exact order, like a company of soldiers.
Their countenances expressed the severe conflict which they had
endured, the agonizing struggle they had passed through., Yet their
features, marked with severe internal anguish, now shone with the
light and glory of heaven. They had obtained the victory, and it
called forth from them the deepest gratitude and holy, sacred joy."
Farly Writings, pp. 270, 271,

What had they obtained when they gathered around the sanctuary in
obedience to the call of God to “blow the trumpet, gather the
people, sanctify the congregation?" "They have obtained the vie-
tory, and it called forth from them the deepest gratitude and holy,
sacred joy."

"I heard those clothed with the armor speak forth the truth with
great power. It had effect.... I asked what had made this great
change. An angel answered, 'It is the latter rain, the refreshing
from the presence of the Lord, the loud cry of the third angel,'"
Ibid. )

Sr. White looks at the company and she sees a tremendous change,
Here they were with paleness on every face, agonizing before Jesus,
with the evil angels pressing darkness upon them, Then she sees
them going forward, terrible as an army with banners, with their
faces lighted up, shining with holy consecration, calling forth
from them the deepest gratitude and holy, sacred joy, moving in
exact order like a company of soldiers. Oh, what a change! She
asked the angel in astonishment, "What made this great change ?%
What did the angel answer? "It is the latter rain, the refreshing
from the presence of the Lord, the loud cry of the third angel,™

The apostle Peter said, "Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that
your sins may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall
come from the presence of the Lord." Acts 3:19, That is the seal
of God's approval in the judgment, the great victory when the Lord
stands for the poor and the needy, judges them, and accounts them

as worthy, "Blot out their sins, and give them the latter rain."
God's people, clad in an impregnable armor, from their bead to their
feet, go forth to proclaim that good news to all them that dwell on
the earth, with a loud voice that the hour of His judgment is come,
At that time when the decree has gone forth that men cannot buy and
sell, but that they should worship the image, God's people call men
to enter into the judgment and to receive the victory over the beast
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and over his image and over his mark, and over the number of hig
name .

The Lord at this time is calling us who live in the time of the
Jjudgment to prepare for this great event. Separation is represent—
ed in the parable of the five wise and five foolish virgins, It is
a very remarkable parable for God's people. Some might think that
those who accept the great sanctuary message would constitute the
five wise virging and that those who reject it must be among the
five foolish virgins. There is a great danger that we might sit
back and say, "Well, we must be among the wise virgins," because

we have accepted the present call to the sanctuary., Those who
oppose the message we consider to be among the foolish virgins,

I wonder, friends,

Let us go back in our history when this parable was fulfilled prev-
iously, so that we can understand how it is going to be fulfilled
again, In the great 1844 movement the ten virgins from the Sardig
(Protestant) church went forth to meet the Bridegroom. Who were

the wise and who were the foolish virgins in those days? Were the
foolish virgins those who rejected the message? No. Who were they?
Could anybody tell the difference between the wise and the foolish?
You couldn't, friends, until the crisis came.

There was a large class who openly rejected the message and who
would have nothing to do with it, The ten virgins were those who
accepted the judgment hour message, especially from 1840 to 1844
as is written in Great Controversy, p. 611, "The Advent Movement
of 1840 to 1844." The ten virgins were those who accepted the
judgment hour message and went forth to meet the Bridegroom. The
others were saying, "My Lord delayeth His coming," and were openly
opposing the message,

Now, let us apply this to the hour of judgment in which we find
ourselves today. Before we read Matthew 25, we read Matthew 24,
Let us notice verses 44 to 46 of this chapter:

"Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye think not
the Son of man cometh, Who then is a faithful and wise servant,
whom his lord hath made ruler over his household, to give them
meat in due season? Blessed is that gservant, whom his lord when
he cometh shall find so doing."

When the Lord comes upon the man who is giving meat in due sSeagon
which is present truth, He will say, "Blessed is that servant." éut
let us notice what is recorded about the other servant:

"But and if that evil servant shall say in his heart, My Lord de-
layeth his coming; and shall begin to smite his fellowservants, and
to eat and drink with the drunken; The lord of that servant shall
come in a day when he looketh not for him, and in an hour that he
is net aware of, and shall cut him asunder, and appoint him hig

—38—=

portion with the hypecrites." verses 48-51. The New English Bible
says, "Thus he will find his place among the hypecrites.”

There are two classes in the church of God., This is describing
God's people in the last days. Can you tell the difference between
them? There is an obvious difference, isn't there? There is even
division among them, the same as there was back in 1840 to 1844,
One believes the message of present truth and the other says, "My
Lord delayeth His coming," and he begins to smite his fellow ser-
vants, and to eat and drink with the drunken, That doesn't have

to be applied literally, but what dees it mean to be drunk, and to
eat and drink with the drunken? It means to come into conformity
with worldly teaching, seeing eye to eye more closely with some

of these other churches, thinking that perhaps we should not be so
distinctive after all. Thus there are two classes. The servant

of the Lord says, "As we near the judgment, all will manifest their
true character, and it will be made plain to what company they be-
long." Testimonies, vol. 1, p. 100,

So you can see that a division is depicted in the church of God.

One class is preaching the present truth, giving meat in due season,
and the other is saying, "My Lord delayeth His coming," and are
beginning to smite khis fellow servants, So confusion arises. As
it says in the New English Bible of the evil servant, "Thus he will
find his place among the hypocrites."

But what of the five foolish virgins? Are they hypocrites. No,
they are not (Christ's Object Tessons, p. 411)., They are not among
those who smite their fellow servants, who eat and drink with the
drunken by imbibing false doctrines, What does "virgin" mean?
Those who have a pure faith,——those who have the purity of the
faith which was given to the church in 1844, They maintain that
faith., The servant of the Lord says that at this time, when we

see this developing in the church of God, one class eating and
drinking with the drunken, smiting their fellow servants, whem we
see this thing going on in the church of God, "“then shall the king-
dom of God be likened unto ten virgins who took their lamps and
went forth to meet the bridegroom,"

But, oh, my dear friends, even among those of us who believe that
the Lord is duddenly coming to His temple and that we must come

to the sanctuary and make the solemn work of preparation, I read
that five are wise and five are foolish and no one can tell the
difference, The difference will not be apparent until the judgment
passes from the cases of the dead to the living., Then what is the
difference between the wise and the foolish? Is it outward? Is

it in their profession of faith? They go forth together to meet
the Bridegroom, to receive the great victory of the judgment, to
receive the blotting out of sins and the latter rain.

The Lord tests their faith, and with each class, when least expected,
suddenly, the Lord comes to His temple, He even takes the wise by
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surprise. The terrible emergency comes and then it will be seen
who has made preparation for the event, The separation is made,
What is the difference between the wise and the foolish? They both
had lamps, both have a pure faith, both go forth to meet the Bride—
groom, both believe present truth. One class has not brought the
truth of God into their practical lives. One class has not a live
ing experience with the Lord Jesus Christ, The other has learned
the truth and put it into practical life,

Oh, what a day of separation and purging is before us. As we read
these words, "They that were ready went in with Him to the marriage,"
may we indeed heed the words of the angel, "Get ready! Get ready!
Get readyl!"

The Latter Rain

OQur subject this evening is the latter rain. This subject assumes
a very significant place in the Scriptures, .particularly when we
remember that most of the Bible prophets spoke of the times of the
latter rain, For instance, Isaiah speaks of the latter rain, the
outpouring of the Spirit upon God's people in chapter 60:1, "Arise,
shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen
upon thee." He also speaks of it in chapters 4 and 40. Time would
fail us to go through all the places where Isaiah mentions the time
of the latter rain in the church of God,

Ezekiel mentions the latter rain. 1In chapter 43 he refers to the
glory of the God of Israel coming by the way of the east and the
whole earth shining with His glory. Zechariah speaks of the time
of the latter rain in chapters 10, 4, and also other places., Then
we come to the book of Joel, where the Lord said He would pour out
His Spirit upon all flesh, "and your sons and your daughters shall
prophesy." So we could go through most of the major and minor
prophets of the 01d Testament and see that they looked forward by
faith to the mighty time just ahead of the church of God today.

We come into the New Testament. The apostle Peter, speaking under
the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, said at Pentecost, "Repent ye
therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be.blotted out,
when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the
Lord; and He shall send Jesus Christ, which before was preached un-
to you." Acts 3:19, 20.

And finally, and perhaps climaxing all these Scriptures, we read in
Revelation 18:1, -"And after these things I saw another angel come
down from heaven, having great power; and the earth was lightened

with his glory."

Yes, Isaiah says the whole earth shall be lighted, and filled with
the glory of the Lord. "And all flesh shall see it together: for
the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it." Isaiah 40:5, These prophets
saw in vision and wrote under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit
concerning this tremendous hour. They longed for and searched dil-
igently into these things which will transpire in our time.

The Time of the Latter Rain

This evening I wish to discuss with you the subject of the latter
rain under two headings, (1) the time and (2) the work of the latter

rain.

First of all, the time of the latter rain, when the angel is to come
down from heaven and lighten the whole earth with his glory-—the
mightiest manifestation of the power of God in the preaching of the
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gospel that this old earth has ever witnessed. It wi?l be far
greater than Pentecost. The gospel is not to close with less man-—
ifestatiion of power than marked its beginning. The Lord is not
going to finish this conflict of six thousand years--this battle
between good and evil--with an anti-climax. It will triumph, and
end in a great demonstration of the power of the Lord Jesus Christ.

We might draw a sketch on the board, representing the stream of time.
The year 1844 marked the commencement of the third angel 's message.
We live in that time, and the third angel's message is the last
message this earth will hear. It is represented in Scripture to

be the last message. It finishes, and then probation closes. We
will put C. P. here, standing for the close of probation.

Now, just before the third angel's message closes, and befo?e the
close of probation, this angel which is depicted in Revelation 18
comes down from heaven to join in the great work of the threefold
message of Revelation 14. This angel comes down just beforg the
close of probation. It represents the outpouring of the Spirit

in latter rain power upon God's people, that the third angel's mes—
sage might be given with a loud voice.

Let us see if we can determine more specifically the time when the
Spirit will be poured out. We know not the day nor the hour. ?t
is clear from the Spirit of Prophecy that the power of the Spirit
should have been poured out many years ago on the church of God,

The times of refreshing are long overdue. Years ago the servant

of the Lord wrote that the church was in the time of the latter
rain and that God's people should seek it, and receive the blessing.
(see Testimonies to Ministers, pp. 506~512)

But are there any events in the church, are there any events in the
world, which will be the signal when the latter rain will fall?
Yes, there are some events mentioned in the Scriptures and in tpe
Spirit of Prophecy that we might know the time of the latter rain
when the Spirit will be poured out without measure,

First, the latter rain will follow the great shaking in the church
of God. It will not come before, We read these words from Hosea:

"For I will be unto Ephraim as a lion, and as a young lion to the
house of Judah: I, even I, will tear and go away; I will take
away, and none shall rescue him. I will go and return to My place,
+ill they acknowledge their offence, and seek My face: in their
affliction they will seek Me early, Come, and let us return unte
the Lord: for He hath torn, and He will heal us; He hath smitten,
and He will bind us up. After two days will He revive us: in the
third day He will raise us up, and we shall live in His sight.
Then shall we know, if we follow on to know the Lord: His going
forth is prepared as the morning; and He shall come unto us as the
rain, as the latter and former rain unto the earth."

Hosea 5:14, 15; 16:1-3.
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Notice what happens before the Lord will come to His people and
bless them in such a marked way. He says He is going to be unto
Ephraim (Israel) and to Judah as a young lion with its prey. That
is a strange way for the Lord to treat His people, isn't it? Like
a lion, and particularly a young lion with its prey., An old lion,
when he catches his prey, will kill it right away, but a young lion
is like a cat when he catches a mouse. You have all seen a cat
with a mouse. What does he do with it? He plays with it. shakes
it, knocks it about, throws it up, tosses it about, and gives it a
great shaking, we might say. The Lord says this is what He is going
to be like unto His people, as a young lion, The church is to be
like prey in the paws of a young lion, until we acknowledge our
sins and seek the face of the Tord. Then the promise is that of
the Spirit,

We find this also in the writings of the Spirit of Prophecy. For
instance, in the chapter on "The Shaking" the servant of the Lord
describes God's people "with strong faith and agonizing cries,

. Pleading with God." Then after seeing the shaking and the agoniz—

ing, she sees a victorious company going forward, clad with an ar-
mor from their head to their feet. She asked what had made the
great change. The angel answered, "It is the latter rain, the re-

freshing from the presence of the Lord, the loud cry of the third
angel,"

It is clear from this passage in Early Writings, pp. 269-271, that
the latter rain will follow the mighty shaking in the church of God.
The shaking is not only caused by what happens inside the church,
Here it mentions that it is the straight testimony, the preaching

of truth, which causes the shaking, From other passages we know
that error contributes to it as well, But also there is a test
from without which causes a mighty shaking and separation in the
church of God.

I read from Testimonies, vol. 5, pp. 80-82:

"But the days of purification of the church are hastening on apace.
God will have a people pure and true. In the mighty sifting soon
to take place we shall be better able to measure the strength of
Israel. The signs reveal that the time is near when the Lord will
manifest that His fan is in His hand, and He will thoroughly purge
His floor,"

"The time is not far distant when the test will come to every soul,
The mark of the beast will be urged upon us, Those who have step
by step yielded to worldly demands and conformed to worldly cus-—
toms,will not find it a hard matter to yield to the powers that be,
rather than subject themselves to derision, insult, threatened im-
prisomment, and death, . In this time the gold will be separat-
ed from the dross in the church. True godliness will be clear dis—
tinguished from the appearance and tinsel of it. Many a star that
we have admired for its brillianey will then go out in darkness.
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Chaff like a cloud will be borne away on the wind, even from places
where we see only floors of rich wheat. A1l who assume the orna-—
ments of the sanctuary, but are not clothed with Christ's righteous—
ness, will appear in the shame of their own nakedness.

"When trees without fruit are cut down as cumberers of the ground,
when multitudes of false brethren are distinguished from the true,
then the hidden ones will be revealed to view, and with hosannas
range under the bammer of Christ. . . . Then will the church of
Christ appear 'fair as the moon, clear as the sun, and terrible as
an army with banners,'

"The seeds of truth that are being sown by missionary efforts will
then spring up and blessom and bear fruit. Souls will receive the
truth who will endure tribulation and praise God that they may suf-
fer for Jesus."

Here is the great test, the purification of the church of God. Then
the church of God appears "“fair as the moon, clear as the sun, and

terrible as an army with banners."™ It goes forth into all the world, -

conquering and to conquer. It is clear that the latter rain follows
the mighty shaking in the church of God. The shaking begins by the
presentation of the truth in the church of God and then the Lord
brings a crisis from outside upon the church, which finally settles
the issue, and there is a final separation in the church of God.

The gold is separated from the dross and the Spirit of God is poured
out upon a purified people. The Spirit can only come in full meas—
ure upon God's people as they are a purified people. We remember
that one sin in the camp in the time of Joshua, that of Achan, pre-
vented the victory,

Secondly, the latter rain will come after the commencement of the
judgment of the living. Joel 2:15-17 gives the call to the great
anti~typical day of atonement;

"Blow the trumpet in Zion, sanctify a fast, call a solemn assembly:
Gather the people, sanctify the congregation, assemble the elders,
gather the children, and those that suck the breats: let the bride~
groom go forth of his chamber, and the bride out of her closet, Let
the priests, the ministers of the Lord, weep between the porch and
the altar, and let them say, Spare Thy people, O Lord, and give not
Thine heritage to reproach, that the heathen should rule over them:
wherefore should they say among the people, Where is their God?"

God's people gather around the sanctuary for the great anti-typical
day of atonement, and when Jesus has His people co—operating with
Him in this great work of cleansing the sanctuary, He can do the
work for them that He designs to do. He then pours on them His
Spirit, So the Scripture goes on, "Then will the Lord be jealous
for His land, and pity His people. Yea, the Lord will answer and
say unto His people, Behold, I will send you corm, and wine, and
0il, and ye shall be satisfied therewith: and I will no more make
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you a reproach among the heathen: And it shall come t
: ... 0 pass
afterward, that I will pour out My Spirit upon all flesh; andpyour
zons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream
reams, and your young men shall see visions." Joel 2:18, 19, 28,

Th%s 13 what the apostle Peter was speaking of in Acts 3:19 when he
said, "Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be
blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall come from the pres-
ence of the Lord." Acts 3:19. When are the sins of God's people
blo?ted out? At the judgment, when our names come up for investi-
gation. Sins must be blotted out when the times of refreshing shall
come from the presence of the Lord, y

This may further be seen when we look at the shaking in the light

of th§ anti-typical day of atomement. A shaking means a se argti n
Sometlm?s we call it the separation of the wheat and the tages tﬁe.
separation of the wise and foolish, the separation of the gold,and
the dross, and the separation of the chaff and the wheat, They are
all the.same event, These are just figures which symbolize the
separation. Now, who really does the separating? Who only can sep—
a?ate?. Syould man separate? No, that is the work of God. The ?
;;:V;eiglz? the hand of the Lord. He is going to mightily shake

We re?d in Testimonies to Ministers, p. 234, "The time of the Judg-
ment is a most solemn period, when the Lord gathers His own from ¢
among the tares.™ The real cause of the mighty shaking in the
church of God is the investigative Jjudgment, when the Lord separ-
ates one from the other, Two shall be grinding at the mill pOne
shall be taken and the other left. Two shall be in one bed. One
spall be taken and the other left. The Lord shakes, and thé great
m1ghty.shaking is the investigative judgment in the church of God
"The time of judgment," the servant of the Lord says, "is a most )
solemn period when the Lord gathers His own from among the tares,"
Thus, the outpouring of the Spirit which follows the mighty shak:
iTg andf:he %;eat experience of the blotting out of sins which takes
place after the commencement of j ivi

D ality the sae. mion the judgment of the living are in

T?ird, the angel of Revelation 18 sounds when Revelation 17 is ful-—
filled. Let us turn to Revelation 17. First let us read Revelation
18:1 again: "And after these things I saw another angel :come down
from heaven, having great power; and the earth was lightened with
his glory." Now, most Seventh-day Adventists say, "Yes, that is

the latter rain. That is the giving of the loud éry. %his is the
angel which is to join the third angel and lighten the whole earth

with his glory." But notice when this angel ¢ "
; : when mes., "A
things." What things? ng o fter these

We go back fo chapter 17 and we read about a beast, that great pap-
?1 power whl?h was wounded to death in 1798, We read in verse 8:
The beast tlat thou sawest was, and is not; and shall ascend out
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of the bottomless pit, and go into perditiom: and they that dwell

on the earth shall wonder, whose names were not written in the book
of life from the foundation of the world, when they behold the beast
that was, and is not, and yet is."

"The beast that thou sawest was, and is not, and shall ascend."

You notice that there are three stages in the life of the beast,

The beast "was)" then "is not," and "shall ascend."” The beast "was"
from 538—-1798. Then the papacy lost its political power in 1798
and went into the wildermess or "is not" period. But is the beast
going to remain in the wilderness? The Scripture says it "“shall
ascend" from the bottomless pit (state of captivity).

You will notice that this beast has ten horms. We read in verses
12, 13 of the same chapter: "And the ten horns which thou sawest
are ten kings, which have received no kingdom as yet; but receive
power as kings one hour with the beast. These have one mind, and
they shall give their power and strength unto the beast."

Here are represented the kingdoms of this earth, the nations, the
political powers. What does the Bible tell us these political pow-
ers are going to do? The govermments, the kings, the rulers of
this world are going to unite with the beast, All the world is
going to wonder after the beast, All the kings of the earth, all
the nations are going to unite with the beast., Notice who rides
the beast.

"So he carried me away in the spirit into the wildernmess: and I saw
a woman sit upon a scarlet colored beast, full of names of blasph-
emy, having seven heads and ten horns." Revelation 17:3,

This woman is clearly identified here as ecclesiastical Rome, She
is the mother, and of course she has daughters., Those daughters

are the apostate Protestant churches who imbibe her false doctrines.
She guides the beast. She is the controlling power. So, when these
ten kings give their power unto the beast, they are in reality
uniting with Babylon, the great apostate church of Christendom,
They unite with her to carry out and enforce her dogmas. This is
the religious crisis which is coming upon the whole world.

We read in Revelation 13 that there is a decree to be made to all
them that dwell on the earth that they should worship the beast and
his image and receive the mark, and that no man might buy or sell
save he that had the mark, the name of the beast, or the number of
his name. Although America leads out in this work, we are clearly
to0ld that every other nation on the earth shall follow her example.
(see 6T 18; TM 37; 6T 395, 352)

It is in this setting that the angel of Revelation 18 sounds, The
nations of this earth give their power and strength to the woman,
to great Babylon. As soon as the nations unite with the beast to
bring up that wicked power from the bottomless pit--as soon as that

46—

great crisis comes upon God's people——God meets the terrible emer—
gency., Indeed He has made the provision. As the heast comes up
from the bottomless pit to make war against God's people, when the
nations of this earth unite with great Babylon to enforce her wick-
ed decree and to sustain her institutions, what is God going to do?

“And after these things I saw another angel come down from heaven,
having great power; and the earth was lightened with his glory.
And he cried mightily with a strong voice, saying, Babylon the
great is fallen, is fallen, and is become the habitation of devils,
and t he hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of every unclean and
hateful bird. For all nations have drunk of the wine of the wrath
of her fornication, . . ."™ Revelation 18:1-3.

This clearly identifies the time for giving this message. When
that angel comes down from heaven the message is "Babylon is fallen,
is fallen, that great city," Why? "For all nations have drunk of
the wine of the wrath of her fornication.,”™ Can we say that is true
now?

"Not yet, however, can it be said that 'Babylon is fallen, . .
because she made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her
fornication.' She has not yet made all nations do this,"
", . Not until this condition shall be reached, and the union of
the church with the world shall be fully accomplished throughout
Christendom, will the fall of Babylon be complete."

Great Controversy, pp. 389, 390,

When is the fall of Babylon complete? When these nations unite
with Babylon, That is when the angel comes down from heaven and
the message is given. Based on a study of Revelation 17 and 18,
it is clear that when that beast comes up from the bottomless pit,
and a great crisis comes upon God's people, He meets the terrible
emergency by sending the angel of Revelation 18 down, God sends
light from heaven. He sends the outpouring of Hig Spirit at the
darkest hour of this world's history.

When Isaiah wrote of that time, he said, "Darkness shall cover the
earth, and gross darkness the people." Isaiah 60:2, But what does
the Lord say to His church at that time? ™Arise, shine; for thy
light is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee." Is-
aiah 60:1.

It is also clear from the Spirit of Prophecy that the outpouring
of the Spirit follows the great testing time which is brought to
view both in Revelation 13 and 17, In Testimonies, vol. 5, pp.
81, 82, the order of events is clear., First, "The time is not far
distant when the test will come to every soul. The mark of the
beast will be urged upon us." And then it says, "In this time the
gold is separated from the dross in-the church."™ Further, "Then
will the church of Christ appear 'fair as the moon, clear as the
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sun, and terrible as an army with banpers,'" And then, "The seeds
of truth that are being sown by missionary efforts will then spring
up and blossom and bear fruit,"

There is further evidence from Testimonies, vol. 6, pp. 400, 401:

"As trials thicken around us, both separation and unity will be
seen in our ranks. . . . When the storm of persecution really
breaks upon us, the true sheet will hear the true Shepherd's voice.
Self-denying efforts will be put forth to save the lost, and many
vho have strayed from the fold will come back to follow the great
Shepherd. The people of God will draw together and present to the
enemy a united front, In view of the cowmon peril, strife for su-
premacy will cease; there will be no disputing as te who shall be
accounted greatest. .

"Thus will the truth be brought into practical life, and thus will
be answered the prayer of Christ, uttered just before His humilia-
tion and death; 'That they all may be one; as Thou, Father, art in
Me, and I in Thee, that they also may be one in Us: that the world
may believe that Thou hast sent Me.' John 17:21, . Then will the
message of the third angel swell to a loud cry, and the whole earth
will be lightened with the glory of the Lord."

The same order of events is presented here, When the storm of per-
secution really breaks upon us, then follows the loud cry when the
whole earth shall be lighted with the glory of God.

In Early Writings, pp., 85, 86, Sr. White states: "And at the com-
mencement of the time of trouble, we were filled with the Holy
Ghost as we went forth and proclaimed the Sabbath more fully.,"

Then she goes on to explain the statement: "The commencement of the
time of trouble, here mentioned, does not refer to the time when the
plagues shall begin to be poured out, but to a short period just
before they are poured out, while Christ is in the sanctuary. At
that time, while the work of salvation is closing, trouble will be
coming on the earth, and the nations will be angry, yet held in
check so as not to prevent the work of the third angel. At that
time the 'latter rain,' or refreshing from the presence of the Lord,
will come, to give power to the loud voice of the third angel, and
prepare the saints to stand in the period when the seven last plagues
shall be poured out,"

Thus we see from the servant of the Lord that it is at the commence-
ment of the time of trouble that the refreshing comes from the pres-
ence of the Lord., This is a time of great testing for God's people.
The signal for this is the decree of Revelation 13:15-17. That
period of time is called a time of trouble, but not to be confused
with the great time of trouble which will follow the general close
of probation. That is the time of the outpouring of the latter
rain,
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In Testimonies, vol. 9, p. 16, the servant of the Lord, writing con-
cerning this period of time, says: "It is impossible to give any
idea of the experience of the people of God who shall be alive upon
the earth when celestial glory and a repetition of the persecutions
of the past are blended." Notice what two things are blended in
that great hour. The celestial glory of the angel of Revelation 18
and a repetition of the persecutions of the past. They both come
together, Satan's great counterfeit, his final attack against the
church of God, and the angel of Revelation 18,

"They will walk in the light proceeding from the throne of God. By
means of the angels there will be constant communication between
heaven and earth, And Satan, surrounded by evil angels, and claim-
ing to be God, will work miracles of all kinds, to deceive, if pos-
gible, the very elect." Ibid,

Thus we can establish, both from the Scriptures and from the Spirit
of Prophecy, the period of time in which the outpouring of the
Spirit in latter rain proportions will take place. It follows the
mighty shaking in the church of God, and that shaking will be a sep-
aration of the gold from the dross, a tremendous time!

"The church may appear as about to fall, but it does not fall, It
remains, while the sinmers in Zion will be sifted out——the chaff
separated from the precious wheat. This is a terrible ordeal, but
nevertheless it must take place." Selected Messages, vol. 2, p. 380,

That is what must take place before God gives His Spirit in the
latter rain to His church. The outpouring of the Spirit will come
with the commencement of the judgment of the living, God will sep-
arate the wheat from the tares, the gold from the dross, and the
latter rain will follow the great final test in the church of God,
That is why in Testimonies, vol. 1, p. 187, the servant of the

Lord says: "Those who come up to every point, and stand every
test, and overcome, be the price what it may, have heeded the coun-
sel of the True Witness, and they will receive the latter rain, and
thus be fitted for translation."

The Work of the Latter Rain

Now let us consider the work of the latter rain. Perhaps one of
the most forceful and direct statements in the Spirit of Prophecy
is found in Testimonies to Ministers, p. 506. In considering the
work of the latter rain, we shall first consider how it relates to
God's people. What is the purpose of the latter rain? What does
it do in the experience of God's people? Then, what does it do for
the world?

First, let us see what it does for God's people. "The latter rain,
falling near the close of the season, ripens the grain, and pre-
pares it for the sickle." What is meant by the ripening of the
grain? Let us read on. "The ripening of the grain represents the

49~



completion of the work of God's grace in the soul.," The latter
rain ripens the grain, and by the ripening of the grain is repre-
sented the completion of the work of God's grace in the soul,
What does the latter rain do for God's people? Clearly, it com—
pletes the work of God's grace in the soul,

I read on: "By the power of the Holy Spirit the moral image of

God is to be perfected in the character. We are to be wholly trans—

formed into the likeness of Christ.

"The latter rain, ripening earth's harvest, represents the spirit-
ual grace that prepares the church for the coming of the Son of
man, . . . Unless the early showers have done their work, the
latter rain can bring no seed to perfection."

Then, what does the latter rain do for God's people? It brings
them to perfection.

"But," you say, ™aren't there statements in the Spirit of Proph-
ecy which say that God's people must be overcomers before they
receive the latter rain?" Yes, there are. For instance, just a
sample,

"I saw that none could share the 'refreshing' unless they obtain
the victory over every besetment, over pride, selfishness, love of
the world, and over every wrong word and action."

Early Writings, p. 71.

"Not onme of us will ever receive the seal of God while our charac-
ters have one spot or stain upon them. It is left with us to rem—
edy the defects in our characters, to cleanse the soul temple of
every defilement. Then the latter rain will fall upon us as the
early rain fell upon the disciples on the day of Pentecost."
Testimonies, vol. 5, p. 214,

"I was shown that if Ged's people make no efforts on their part,
but wait for the refreshing to come upon them and remove their
wrongs and correct their errors; if they depend upon that to
cleanse them from filthiness of the flesh and spirit, and fit
them to engage in the loud cry of the third angel, they will be
found wanting. The refreshing or power of God comes only on those
who have prepared themselves for it by doing the work which God
bids them, namely, cleansing themselves from all filthiness of the
flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God."
Testimonies, vol. 1, p. 619,

Let us look at these statements. In Testimonies to Ministers we
find that the latter rain completes the work of God's grace in the
soul, It brings the seed to perfection, Yet we read in these
statements that none will receive the latter rain unless they have
overcome every wrong word and action, and have cleansed themselves
from every sin. They are to be cleansed, waiting for the heavenly
refreshing,
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Yet it is clear that the latter rain does bring the seed to per-
fection. It is obvious in nature, The grain is not ready until
the latter rain falls upon it, So the question arises, In what
sense does the latter rain bring the seed to perfection? If

there must be victory in the life before the reception of the lat-
ter rain, then what else is there to be done in the life after
God's people have the victory over every besetment, over every
wrong word and action? What other work is to be accomplished in
the life? What does the servant of the Lord mean by the state~
ment that the latter rain brings the seed to perfection when these
other statements seem to imply that in a definite sense God's
people must be perfect before the reception of the latter rain?
What work does the latter rain actually accomplish in the lives

of God's people?

Blotting out of Sins

First, it is the Spirit of God in latter rain power which blots
out the sins of God's people., We studied what constitutes the
record of sin. It is not only something which is found in the
records up in heaven, but we bear the record of every sin that we
have committed. We have already read a number of statements from
the servant of the Lord to show that after we come to Christ and
He forgives our sinsg, the scar remains. The imprint of sin re-
mains in our soul. Something is lost because of our contact with
evil. The spiritual powers of the soul have been dwarfed through
contact with evil. We all have a record of sin. Every sinful
thought, everything that we have ever dene is recorded in the mind.

The apostle Peter says, "Repent ye therefore, and be converted,
that your sins may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing
shall come from the presence of the Lord." Acts 3:19,

In Testimonies, vol. 5, p. 475, the servant of the Lord describes
this experience of the blotting out of sins. We have read this
statement before, She first of all pictures the people of God
agonizing around the sanctuary on the great day of atonement, and
Satan pointing to their records, their filthy garments. He is not
pointing to the guilt of sing, because no man can stand in the
judgment having the guilt of sin upon him. There is Satan, as I
read on page 473: "“He points to their filthy garments, their de-
fective characters. He presents their weakness and folly, their
sins of ingratitude, their unlikeness to Christ, which has dishon-
ored their Redeemer." Satan says, "Just look at all the sins that
they have committed."™ He points to their filthy garments, their
defective characters,

"As the people of God afflict their souls before Him, pleading for
purity of heart, the command is given, 'Take away the filthy gar-
ments' from them, and the encouraging words are spoken, 'Behold,

I have caused thine iniquity to pass from thee, and I will clothe

thee with change of raiment.'" TIbid., p. 475.
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Then she describes how God's people are sealed in the judgment.
What will the Lord clothe His people with? It says, "Take away
the filthy garments from them, . . . I will clothe thee with
change of raiment.®

In Early Writings, p. 271, the chapter on the shhking, the same
picture of agonizing around the ganctuary is given and as she sees
them with the victory, she asks what had made this great change.
"An angel answered, 'It is the latter rain, the refreshing from
the presence of the Lord, the loud cry of the third angel.'™

What made this great change in the people of God? The latter rain.
The command is given in the judgment, "Take away the filthy gar-
ments." The sins of God's people are blotted out, The records
are erased from the mind. Who does that work? Who only does that
work? Tet us take the whole work of the sanctuary, which is a
demonstration of God's purpose for the human soul, from the be~
ginning until the work is finished.

What leads us to repentance? The Spirit of God. What cleanses
us from the guilt of sin? The blood of Jesus. Yes, but the blood
of Jesus alone can't cleanse our sins. Let me read it here in

Desire of Ages, p. 671:

"The Spirit was given as a regenerating agent, and without this
the sacrifice of Christ would have been of no avail. . . . Sin
could be resisted and overcome only through the mighty agency of
the Third Person of the Godhead. . . . It is the Spirit that makes
effectual what has been wrought out by the world's Redeemer. It

is by the Spirit that the heart is made pure."

What is necessary for the blood of Christ to cleanse us? The
Spirit. As the passage says, without the Spirit that sacrifice
of Christ would be of no avail. In Desire of Ages, p. 107, we
read a similar statement:

'] indeed baptize you in water unto repentance,' said John; 'but
He that cometh after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not
worthy to bear: He shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost and with
fire.' Matt. 3:11, R. V., margin, The prophet Isaiah had de-
clared that the Lord would cleanse His people from their iniquit-
jes 'by the spirit of judgment, and by the spirit of burning.'

. . . To sin, wherever found, 'our God is a consuming fire.' Heb.
12:29, In all who submit to His power the Spirit of God will con-

sume sing,"

What cleanses our hearts from the guilt of sin when we come to
Jesus? Who cleanses us from sin? It is the Holy Spirit which
applies the blood of Jesus to our lives.

fet us look at it in the light of the sanctuary. We are led to
repentance by the Holy Spirit. As Jesus ministers for us in the
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sgnctuary in heaven, His Spirit is to minister in the sanctuary

3 the soul. As we bow in penitence at the foot of the cross and
tEsus §t§nds for us in heaven and says, "My blood, My bleod," and

; e iplrlt of God applies the blood of Jesus to our lives a;d our
earts are made pure, we are cleansed from the guilt of sin. Then

we are to die wi?h the Lord Jesus Christ. We are to lay ourselves

:ﬁon the éltar with Him, to take up our cross and follow Christ

; at we m%ght be delivered from this old nature of ours. Yet this

ﬁs something that we cannot do., No man can empty himgself of gelf
e can only consent for Christ te do this work for him, (Christ';

Object Lessons, p. 159)

So the Spirit of God brings to our lives what has been accomplish—
ed by Fhe death of Christ, namely that our old nature might be
cru01f1ed with Him, and then we are buried with Him, and being bur-
ied with Christ, we must rise to walk in newness of,life. What
power regenerates us? What is the power that raises us up to

walk in newness of life? It is the Spirit.,

Let us consider the daily work of the sanctuary. Upon what are
we.dgpendent for our understanding of the Scriptures? The Hol
Spirit. It is the Spirit that works out in the life what has Y
been accomplished and is being accomplished by the ministry of our
Lord Jesus Christ. Everything that Jesus does in the heavenly

i??ztuary is for us., But the Spirit of God applies that to the

Now we come to the blotting out of sins. Here are God's people
agonizing around the sanctuary. They have confessed and put away
all their sins. As far as guilt goes, their hearts are pure, But
somehow as they look upon themselves they see themselves so ;eak
so defective. They see the ginfulmess of the human heart, and ’
as they look upon themselves, they are ready to despair ’Satan
says, "Look at their record! Look at all their scars! .Look at
their lives! Look at their filthy garments!"™ But Jesus stands
for them, and He says, "Take away the filthy garments." "I asked
what had made this great change. An angel answered, 'It is the
latter rain, the refreshing from the presence of thé Lord, the
loud cry of the third angel.'" ’

Sins are blotted out by the blood of Christ (Patriarchs and Proph-
Eiig p. 202), but what is it that applies that blood to the life?
It is the Holy Spirit. So it is the Holy Spirit that blots out
that erases, that consumes, that record of sin in the life, I%
is the 1§tter rain. "I asked what had made this great change

. » 'It is the latter rain, the refreshing from the presence ;f
the Lord, the loud cry of the third angel.'"

Isaiah speaks of the great time of the i ifi
o ihe opeals cleansing and purification

"In that day shall the branch of the Lord be beautiful and glor—
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ious, and the fruit of the earth shall be excellent and comely
for them that are escaped of Israel. And it shall come to pass,
that he that is left in Zion, and he that remaineth in Jerusalem,
shall be called holy, even every ome that is written among the
living in Jerusalem: When the Lord shall have washed away the
filth of the daughters of Zion, and shall have purged the blood
of Jerusalem from the midst thereof by the spirit of Jjudgment,
and by the spirit of burning." Isaiah 4:2-4,

"Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be
blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall come from the pres-
ence of the Lord." Acts 3:19,

It is the Spirit of God as it comes and falls upon His people in
latter rain power which consumes the record of sin and blots out
all of their sins so that they cannot bring them to remembrance.

The Complete Restoration of the Soul Temple

In addition to blotting out our sins, the latter rain restores,
As well as cleansing from that record, it restores that which had
been lost through contact with evil, "It is the purpose of re—
demption, not only to blot out sin, but to give back to man those
spiritual gifts lost because of sin's dwarfing power." Christ's
Object Lessons, p. 266, We have all felt the dwvarfing power of
sin. We are all scarred and marked. Every time we sin we leave
a scar on our soul, and an imprint upon our minds, which makes

it harder for us to discern between right and wrong, and to hear
the woice of the Holy Spirit. We wound our own souls,

It is the purpese of Jesus not only to blot out our sins, as won-
derful as that is, but the latter rain is going to do more tham
that, It will give back to us the spiritual powers lost in con-
sequence of sin., It completely restores the soul, We read in
Joel 2:25 the promise of the latter rain which follows the assembly
at the sanctuary where the Lord says, ™And I will restore to you
the years that the locust hath eaten, the cankerworm, and the cat-
erpillar, and the palmerworm, My great army which I sent among
you."™ TIsn't that a precious promise? The Lord is going to make
up., He is going to restore. He is going to give back. o

For six thousand years man's spiritual powers, his faculties, have
been dwarfed through contact with evil, But under the outpouring
of the Holy Spirit, the Lord is going to give back thoge spiritual
powers lost in consequence of sin. Notice the words, "spiritual

gifts." Here we are talking about spiritual powers, mot physical
powers.

Preparation for the Time of Trouble

Not only does the latter rain restore, not only does it blot out
the sins of God's people and give back to them all the spiritual
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powers lost in conseqﬁence of sin, but it alse revives and streng-
thens God's people,

"It is the latter rain which revives and strengthens them to pass
through the time of trouble." Testimonies, vol. 1, p. 353. So
the latter rain does something for God's people. It does a tre-
mendous work for them. It revives and strengthens them. You see,
as God's people assemble around the sanctuary, at the t%mg when
the judgment passes from the cases of the dead to the l%vlng, and
God's people enter into that tremendous agonizing experience,
great drops of perspiration falling from their foreheads, they
are almost overwhelmed, with Satan pressing darkness upon them.
But Jesus stands for His people in the judgment and says, "Take
away the filthy garments.” He gives them the power of the lattgy
rain which restores all the spiritual powers of thé soul. It re-
vives and strengthens them to pass through the time of trouble.

"At that time the 'latter rain,’' or refreshing from the presence
of the Lord, will come, to give power to the loud voice.of the
third angel, and prepare the saints to stand in the period when
the seven last plagues shall be poured out." Early Writings, p.
86.

The original word for "refreshing" in Acts 3:19 signifies a re-
covery from the effects of heat. The word is used in the sense
of what comes after a hot day. When one passes through the heat
of the day, he is weak because of the trying ordeal, but then as
the evening comes on, a refreshing breeze comes which is just
like a reviver, and which strengthens one who has passed through
the heat of the day. That is the expression used in Acts 3:19,
God's people go through the mighty shaking in the church of God,
There is not only a shaking down here, but there is a shaking

in heaven in the Lamb's book of life, The servant of the Lord
calls it a "terrible ordeal. Nevertheless it must take place."
The faithful receive the refreshing, the cool, refreshing breeze,
as it were, and they are prepared to sound the loud cry of the
third angel,

The Sealin

It is the latter rain which seals God's people. The apostle Paul
says: "And grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are
gsealed unto the day of redemption." Ephesians 4:30. "In whom
also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that Holy Spirit
of promise." Ephesians 1:13.

Just as the Spirit of God is the Third Person of the Godhead,
which leads us to repentance, cleanses our hearts from the guilt
of sin, brings us deliverance from the tyranny of our old nature,
and raises us up by the power of the resurrection te walk in new-
ness of life, so it is the power of the Spirit of God in the lat-
ter rain which blots away that record of sin, which revives, which
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gtrengthens and seals God's people for eternity,

"Mark this point with care: Those who receive the pure mark of
truth, wrought in them by the power of the Holy Ghost. . . ."
Testimonies, vol. 3, p. 267, Speaking here of the sealing, the
servant of the Lord says it is wrought by the power of the Holy
Ghost. "And grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are
sealed.unto the day of redemption,”

Thus, the sealing is the work of the Third Person of the Godhead,
the Spirit of God. It is the latter rain which falls upon God's
people who will gather at that sanctuary, of one accord in one
place, confessing their sins and humbling their souls before God.
It is that Spirit, poured out in full measure, which seals God's
people for translation., The outpouring of the Spirit cannot be
geparated from the seal, Jesus was sealed at His baptism for

His ministry, The Scripture says, "For Him hath the Father sealed."

John 6:27, "For He whom God hath sent speaketh the words of God:
for God giveth not the Spirit by measure unto Him." John 3:34.
Jesus was sealed with the free and full gift of the Spirit. The
Spirit was the means by which God placed His seal upon Jesus,
saying, "I will endorse this character. This is My beloved Son.

I will endorse Him." He gave the Spirit to Jesus without measure,

That is how God places the seal of approval upon His people, He
does it in a tangible way. He does it by the outpouring of the
Spirit. Tet us see what the servant of the Lord means when she
says that the latter rain brings the seed to perfection, that it
completes the work of God's grace in the soul, There is a tre-
mendous work to be done in our lives before the reception of the
latter rain, We must be purified from all guilt and have our
hearts made pure from the defilement of sin, and have victory in
the life over every known sin, and every wrong word and action,

and love of the world. Yet, there is still a work for the latter
rain to do in the life. It completes the work of God's grace in
the soul. It is the crowning act of redeeming grace, which brings
the seed to perfection. It completes the moral image of God in the
soul. It revives and strengthens and seals God's people for trans—
lation. Thus we read in Testimonies, vol. 1, p. 187: "They will
receive the latter rain, and thus be fitted for translation."

Lest there by any misunderstanding, I think that in view of one or
two things that are said at the present time, we might pause just
a moment to clarify a point. Everyone who really believes the
Spirit of Prophecy and reads it, must believe that God's people
will be perfect before Jesus comes—perfect spiritually, perfeet
morally. We are to be wholly transformed into the likeness of
Christ,

Now, friends, there is a lot of difference between perfection of
character and perfection of the flesh. There will be no such thing
as perfection of the flesh in this life, not until Jesus comes in
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the clouds of heaven and changes our vile bodies. However, it
gseems that when the statements are read from the Bible and the
Spirit of Prophecy that the latter rain will perfect God's people,
and that Jesus is going to complete the work of God's grace in

the soul, some are saying, "Just a minute, now. Let us stand back
a little bit. We must be careful of this. It might lead us inte
'holy flesh,'"

Friends, there is an infinite difference between holy flesh and
holy character, This is talking about the spiritual powers of the
soul. It is talking about the mind of man, and the restoration
of the mind which he had before the fall, not his bedy, The res-
toration of the body doesn't take place until the second coming
of Jesus., So don't let anybody confuse us over any terms such as
"holy flesh.™ This is holy character, and God expects holy char-
acter in this life, 'and without it we shall in no wise see God,
The place where this work is to be completed at this time is
around the sanctuary,

The Effect of the Latter Rain in the World

What does the latter rain do for the world? Revelation 18:1, "The
earth was lightened with his glory." Through God's people the
whole earth is lighted with the knowledge of God's love and mercy.

"The church, being endowed with the righteousness of Christ, is
His depository, in which the wealth of His mercy, His love, His
grace is to appear in full and final display. . . . In their un-
tainted purity and spotless perfection, Christ looks upon His
people as the reward of all His suffering, His humiliation, and
His love, and the supplement of His glory—Christ, the great cen-
ter from which radiates all glory." Testimonies to Ministers, pp.
18, 19. "And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all
flesh shall see it together." Isaiah 40:5.

This is the means that God has ordained that the harvest-ripening
message might go into all the world, The purpose of the latter
rain is to strengthen God's people so that they might mightily
proclaim the third angel's message in the great crisis hour of
this earth's history, "Fair as the moon, clear as the sun, and
terrible as an army with bamners," the church is to enter upon hex
final conflict, going into all the world, conquering and to con-
quer,

"Servants of God, with their faces lighted up and shining with
holy consecration, will hasten from place to place to proclaim the
message from heaven., By thousands of voices, all over the earth,
the warning will be given., Miracles will be wrought, the sick
will be healed, and signs and wonders will follow the believers,

+« » « Thus the inhabitants of the earth will be brought to take
their stand."™ Great Controversy, p. 612,
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As the latter rain falls upon God's people, they begin to pro-
claim the loud cry with mighty power. This enrages the wicked
and stirs up the inhabitants of the world.

"The sins of Babylon will be laid open. The fearful results of
enforcing the observances of the church by civil authority, the
inroads of Spiritualism, the stealthy but rapid progress of the
papal power,——all will be unmasked. By these solemn warnings the
people will be stirred. Thousands upon thousands will listen who
have never heard words like these. In amazement they hear the
tegtimony that Babylon is the church, fallen because of her errors
and sins, because of her rejection of the truth sent to her from
heaven. . . .

n, . ., The power attending the message will only madden those who
oppose it. The clergy will put forth almost superhuman efforts
to shut away the light, lest it should shine upon their flocks,
By every means at their command they will endeavor to suppress the
discussion of these vital questions."

Great Controversy, pp. 606, 607,

Thus God's people with mighty power proclaim the downfall of the
fallen churches of the world, of Babylon and her daughters, The
preaching of that message will only madden those who oppose it,
Most stringent efforts will be made to stop the spread of light,
We are told that the work is going to finish with the speed of

the lightnings of Ezekiel. It will go like fire in the stubble,
and with every assault, the third angel's message will go with
even greater power, until within a very short time the whole earth
is lighted with the glory of God.

In a short period just similar to the midnight cry, the harvest-
ripening message will go to all the world and probation will close.
Thus we see this tremendous truth of the latter rain presented in
the Bible and the Spirit of Prophecy. We live on the threshold,
and it is our privilege to receive it, It is our privilege to

take part in the closing work. God wants us to be t here., He wants
us to be instruments by which the whole earth shall be lightened
with His glory., He wants to use us, We wants us to have the priv-
ilege of joining with Him in this mighty work. There is no reason
why we should not be there to receive this tremendous experience,

But notice, friends, that the latter rain will fall only on a cer-
tain class, Those who receive the refreshing must be overcomers.,
They must overcome every wrong word and action, They mst be
cleansed of all sin. (EW 71; 5T 214) The refreshing or power

of God will only come upon those who have prepared themselves for
it by cleansing themselves from all filthiness of the flesh and
spirit, and doing the work that God has bidden them to do—to per-
fect holiness in the fear of the Lord. (1T 619). The latter

rain will only come upon those who are overcomers, who in their
personal experience have victory in the presence of the Lord Jesus

Christ,
58

The latter rain will come only upon those who are truly justified
by faith, They not only understand by experience the greatest
message that was ever given to mortals, the sweetest message, the
message of justification by faith. My dear friends, the greatest
need of each of us today is an understanding of and an experience
the message of justification by faith. That was the great message
that came to the church in 1888, which, if really entered into
would have prepared the way for the latier rain., Sister White
tells us in Gospel Workers, p. 161, "The thought that the right-
eousness of Christ is imputed to us, not because of any merit on
our part, but as a free gift from God, is a precious thought,

The enemy of God and man is not willing that this truth should be
clearly presented; for he knows that if the people receive it
fully, his power will be broken,"
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Justification by Faith ...
ZAe c)m g‘.ﬁ foz élunew

Qur greatest need at the present time is for an understanding of

and a practical experience in the great message of justification

by faith, Today we will have three studies together on this sub-
ject, and will use as a basis the book of Romans.

"For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the pow—
er of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew
first, and also to the Greek. For therein is the righteousness of
God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The Just shall
live by faith." Romans 1:16, 17,

"I am not ashamed of the géspel of Christ: for it is the power of
God unto salvation." The reason why the Scriptures have so much
to say about the Creator, our Lord Jesus Christ, is that God wants
us to know His power. The power of the gospel exercised for the
saving of men and women is the same power which created this world
in six days, In the gospel the righteousness of God is revealed
from faith to faith, It begins with faith, and it ends with faith,
for the just shall live by faith,

"For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungod—
liness and unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unright—
eousness; Because that which may be known of God is manifest in
them; for God hath shewed it unto them. For the invisible things
of Him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being un-
derstood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and
Godhead; so that they are without excuse," Romans 1:18-20.

The Sinfulness of the Unbeliever

In the first chapter of Romans the apostle Paul describes the gin-
fulness of the unbelievers who are without God and without hope

in the world. Further, he shows us how they got into that position.
"Because that, when they knew God, they glorified Him not as God,
neither were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and
their foolish heart was darkened." Romans 1:21.

Here it is pointed out that there is no excuse for them not know—
ing God. God "hath shewed it unto them," even in His created work,
and the greatest evidence is the existence of their own persons,
"That which may be known of God is manifest in them for God hath
shewed it unto them." We are fearfully and wonderfully made., But
"when they knew God" and had the evidence of His love and His good—
ness, even in the things which were created, they refused to ac—
knowledge Him. They put God out of their thinking. Thus, the
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first step in the downward course is unbelief followed by unthank-
fulness. "But became vain in their imaginations, and their fool~

ish heart was darkened." 'Professing themselves to be wise, they

became fools.™ verse 22.

From unbelief comes self-exaltation. Man turns his face away from
God, loses his love for his Creator, and is unthankful. He places
his affections upon himself, and he becomes lifted up. Then we see
what follows from self-exaltation,

"And changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image made
like to corruptible man, and to birds, and four-footed beasts, and
creeping things, Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness
through the lusts of their own hearts, to dishonour their own bod-
ies between themselves: Who changed the truth of God into a lie,
and worshipped and served the creature more than the Creator, who
is blessed for ever. Amen." verses 23-25.

Self-exaltation leads to idelatry. What is idolatry? "An idel

is nothing," says the Seripture, In its crudest form, men take
wood and stone and fashion an idol, and it represents something
which a man believes in. He imputes to this idol certain con-
cepts, certain characteristics, which he falls down and worships.
Where did he get thosé characteristics? Where did they come from?
They came from the man's mind, Thus, when a man worships an idol,
he is in reality worshipping himself, because he clothes that idol
with the imaginations of his own heart, In reality, idolatry is
gelf-worship.,

We read in verses 28-32 the next step after self-worship:

"And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge,
God gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do those things which
are not convenient; Being filled with all unrighteousness, forni-
cation, wickedness, coveteousness, maliciousness; full of envy,
murder, debate, deceit, malignity; whisperers, Backb%ters? haters
of God, despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things,
disobedient to parents, Without understanding, covenantbreakers,
without natural affection, implacable, ummerciful: Who knowing the
judgment of God, that they which commit such things are worthy of
death, not only do the same, but have pleasure in them that de
them,"

There is the downward course to immorality. It begins with un—
belief. Then comes self-exaltation, idolatry, imﬂoréli?y, and
finally corruption, Man forsakes God. He is.too "wige" ?o ac—
knowledge Him, and he destroys himself, I think of a statcement

in Christ's Object Lessons, p. 108, The servant of the Lord is
speaking about searching for hidden treasure, and she makes the
statement that, "A student may go through all the grades of the
aschools and colleges of today. He may devote all his powers to
acquiring knowledge. But unless he has a knowledge of God, unless
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he obeys the laws that govern his being, he will destroy himself,"
On page 84 of the same book we read: "God destroys no man. Every-
one who is destroyed will have destroyed himself." He cuts himself
off from God, and goes the way of self-annihilation,. Knowledge
without God is foolishness and leads to corruption., Amd so as we
end the first chapter of Romans, and see the description of the
terrible sinfulness and degradation inte which the unbelieving
world is thrown, perhaps we are inclined to sit back and say, "God
I thank Thee that I am not as other men are,"

The Condition of God's Professed People

So we continue on into the second chapter of thé hbook of Romans,
"Therefore thou art inexcusable, 0 man," verse 1. The apostle
Paul is not now speaking to the unbelievers, but he ig speaking

to the Jews, to the believers in God, We can bring it down to our
time and make the Bible a present book as it surely must be seenj
and we find that in the second chapter of Romans, the apostle is
speaking to Seventh-day Adventists.,

"Therefore thou art inexcusable, 0 man, whosoever thou art that
judgest another, thou condemnest thyself; for thou that judgest
doest the same things."™ verse 1,

We read this same verse in the Phillips Translation:

"Now if you feel inclined to set yourself up as a judge of those
who sin, let me assure you, whoever you are, that you are in no

position to do so. For at whatever peint you condemn others you
automatically condemn yourself, since you, the judge, commit the
same things," -

"Or despisest thou the riches of His goodness and forbearance and
longsuffering; not knowing that the goodness of God leadeth thee

to repentance? But after thy hardness and impenitent heart treas-—
urest up unto thyself wrath against the day of wrath and revela-
tion of the righteous judgment of God; Who will render to every
man according to his deeds: to them who by patient continuance in
well doing seek for glory and honour and immortality, eternal life:
but unto them that are contentious, and do not obey the truth, but
obey unrighteousness, indignation and wrath, tribulation and ang-
uish, upon every soul of man that doeth evil, of the Jew first, and
also to the Gentile."™ verses 4-9.

"For there is no respect of persons with God." verse 11.

The main theme of Bomans 2 is summarized in this verse, "There is
no respect of persons with God." The Jews always thought that God
favored them above other people. But God judges every man accord-

ing to his works. Profession counts nothing with Him, He gives
to every man according to his works.

What is the difference between the man who knows not the law of
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God, or the standard of righteousness and doesn't keep it, and the
man who knows the will of God, the law of God, and still doesn't
keep it? Jesus said in Luke 12:47, 48:

"And that servant, which knew his lord's will, and prepared not
himself, neither did according to his will, shall be b?aten with
many stripes. But he that knew not, and-did commit things worthy
of stripes, shall be beaten with few stripes, For unto whomso-
ever much is given, of him shall be much required.”

"For as many as have sinned without law shall also perish without
law: and as many as have sinned in the law shall be judged by the
law; (For not the hearers of the law are just before God, but the
doers of the law shall be justified.)" verses 12, 13,

That is important to remember before we move into t?e great sec~—
tion of Romans which deals with justification by falth? lest we |
might imagine that deeds do not count very mgch. God is no res—
pector of persons. Every man is judged by his works. 'TheIWOrks
reveal the nature of his faith, whether he is an unbeliever or ?
Professed believer. It makes no difference with God. Ye read in
verse 2, "The judgment of God is according to truth." ™Not the
hearers of the law are just before God, but the doers ?f the law
ghall be justified.® And then we find, as we read on in Romans
2, that those who acknowledge God's law, who approve the stan@and
of righteousness, and make their boast of God, "And knowes? ng
will, and approvest the things that are more excellent, being in-
structed out of the law," (verse 18) and the ones who are chfld-
ent that they are a “"guide of the blind, a 1ight of them w?lch are
in darkness" (verse 19) are verily just as guilty of breaking the
law of God as the unbeliever,

"For the name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles ?hrough you,
as it is written. For circumcision verily profiteth, 1f.thou )
keep the law: but if thou be a breaker of the law, thy circumeis-
ion is made uncircumcision." verses 24, 25,

Now, perhaps we could bring this down into our present time. ;W?
see in Colossians 2:11, 12, the modern counterpart of circumcision:

" also ye are circumcised with the circwscision made with-
oig ;:ggs, in gutting off the body of the sins of the flegh by the
circumeision of Christ: buried with Him in baptism, w@ereln also
ye are risen with Him through the faith of the operation of God,
Who hath raised him from the dead."

The rite of circumcision was given to the Jewish nation as a sign
that they were set apart to keep the commandments of God. It was

a sign of commandment keeping. Our baptism takes the p%ace of that
ancient rite, and baptism is a sign of commandment keeping, thqt
we are set aside for the service of God,"
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"For circumcision verily profiteth, if thou keep the law: but if
thou be a breaker of the law, thy circumcision is made uncircum-
cision." Romans 2:25.

Baptism prefits if we are obedient to the will of God and keep His
law, If not, our baptism is made "un-baptism."

What is the law of God? "Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with
all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This
ig the first and. great commandment., And the second is like unto
it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself." Matthew 22:37-39.
Yes, supreme love te God and man is the law of Ged.

A young boy asked a man who was a Christian what was the law of
God. "Sir," he said, "“do you know that you are the greatest sin-
ner?"” And the man said, "Why? I don't see that. I haven't mur-
dered anybody. I haven't committed adultery." And he named sev-
eral of the commandments, Then he said, "I don't do those things."
The boy said to him, "Do you love the Lord with all your heart,
with all your soul, with all your mind and with all your strength?
Do you do that?" The man thought a moment and said, "No, I don't
suppose I do." The lad said, "Well, that is the greatest command-—
ment, and if you break the greatest commandment, then you are the
greatest sinner."

"Therefore if the uncircumcision keep the righteousness of the
law, shall not his uncircumecision be counted for circumcision?
And shall not uncircumcision which is by nature, if it fulfil the
law, judge thee, who by the letter and circumcision dost trans-—
gress the law?" verses 26, 27.

Suppose we bring the light of the Sabbath truth and the command—
ments of God to a Sunday-keeping Protestant, and as we associate
with that man, we find that in his life are revealed the fruits

of the Spirit. The Lord Jesus Christ is revealing in his daily
life love, patient, meekness, and kindness, He hasn't all the
light we have, Then, as we think upon our own lives, we find that
we are fretful, covetous, censorious, and impatient. We don't
have the fruits of the Spirit? Doesn't that man judge us? Surely.

"For he is not a Jew, which is one outwardly; neither is that cir-
cumcision, which is outward in the flesh: But he is a Jew, which
is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the
gpirit, and not in the letter; whose praise is not of men, but of
God." verses 28, 29,

In Romans 1, we read of the sinfulness of the Gentiles, the ones
who put God out of their thinking; the terrible degradation of the
unbelieving world. But when we come into Romans 2, we find that
after all, we who profess to keep the law of God and approve the
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things which are more excellent, we who have the knowledge of God's
law, and we don't keep it (because he that offends in one point
js guilty of all) are mo hetter,

Jews and Gentiles Equal Before God

And so we come to the third chapter of Romans, "What advantage
then hath the Jew? or what profit is there of circumcision?" verse
1. If a Jew is no better than a Gentile, then what advantage is
there in being one? If you say a Seventh-day Adventist who does
not keep the law, even though he believes in it and preaches it,
is no better than a Gentile, one who doesn't believe in God, then
what advantage is there in being a Seventh~day Adventist? “Much
every way: chiefly, because that unto them were committed the or-
acles of God." verse 2. We are the church. We have the know-
ledge of the Scriptures and the third angel's message. We have
the Spirit of Prophecy writings. ’

"For what if some did not believe? shall their unbelief make the
faith of God without effect? God forbid: yea, let God be true,
but every man a liar; as it is written, That thou mightest be
justified in thy sayings, and mightest overcome when thou art
judged." verses 3, 4,

God made promises to the Jewish nation, that in Abraham's seed all
the families of the earth should be blessed, Moreover, we read

in Hebrews that he confirmed it with an oath in which it was im-
possible for Him to lie, Then the question is raised, "Since the
Jews did not believe the gospel, does that make the promise of God
of none effect? Does it mean that God was wrong?" No! God does
not do wrong. The trouble with the Jews was that they prided
themselves that they were the children of Abraham, that God was
dependent upon them to carry out His purposes upon the earth,

When John the Baptist came preaching, he said, "Say not to your-
selves, we are the children of Abraham, that we have Abraham as
our father. I say unto you that God is able of these stones to
raise up children unto Abraham," Yes, he pointed out, God could
reject the whole Jewish nation, and yet the promises to Abraham
would not fail, God could reject every Jew in the flesh in the
world, and yet His promises would net fail., He could take of the
stones and raise up children unto Abraham, and fulfill His will
through them,

And so, we say that we are Seventh—day Adventists, and God has
given us the task of carrying the gospel to all the world, and

He is dependent upon us. We read in the Spirit of Prophecy,
friends, that if we don't do the work, God will raise up others
to do it. Yes, the movement will go through but will we? That
is the question. God could reject every Seventh-day ay Adventist
in the world today—-reject them all, Would that mean His purpose
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has failed? Did the great 1844 movement fail? No. He could take
of the stones and raise up children of the Advent movement and
finish the work. So, there is no reason to hoast, whatsoever, that
we are Seventh-day Adventists?

"What then? Are we better than they?" verse 9, The question is
asked, and it is a natural question that comes in the line of
reasoning, since the terrible sinfulmess of the Gentiles is point--
ed out, and that, after all, is the condition of those who believe
in God. "Do you mean to. say that you will place us in the same
category as these wicked and vile simmers in Romans 1? Are we

in that terrible condition?" The answer is given, "Are we better
than they? No, in no wise: for we have before proved both Jews
and Gentiles, that they are all under sin; As it is written, There
is none righteous, no, not one: There is none that understandeth,
there is none that seeketh after God. They are all gone out of
the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none that
doeth good, no, not one. Their throat is an open sepulchre; with
their tongues they have used deceit; the poison of asps is under
their lips: Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitierness: Their
feet are swift to shed blood: Destruction and misery are in their
ways: And the way of peace have they not known: There is no fear
of God before their eyes. Now we know that what things soever the
law saith, it saith to them who are under the law: that every
mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before
God." verses 9-19,

"For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God." verse
23.

Every mouth is stopped before the great and holy law of God.

"Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this

world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spir-

it that now worketh in the children of disobedience., Among whom

also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of

our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind;

and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others."
Ephesgians 2:2, 3,

We find in the book of Romans all men are placed in the same cat—
egory. For all practical purposes as regards salvation and just-
ification, there is no difference between the vilest sinmer and
the greatest professor. All alike are guilty before God, and ev~
ery mouth is stopped. Not one has a thing of which to boast. We
are all children of the flesh, We have no inherent righteousness
of our own, "There is none that doeth good, no not ome,"

"We may have flattered ourselves, as did Nicodemus, that our life
has been upright, that our moral character is correct, and think
that we need not humble the heart before God, like the common

sinner: but when the light from Christ shines into eur souls, we
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shall see how impure we are; we shall discern the selfishness of
motive, the emmity against God, that has defiled every act of life,
Then we shall know that our own righteousness is indeed as filthy
rags, and that the blood of Christ alone can cleanse us from the
defilement of sin, and renew our hearts in His own likeness,

"One ray of the glory of God, one gleam of the purity of Christ,
penetrating the soul, makes every spot of defilement painfully dis-
tinct, and lays bare the deformity and defects of the human char-
acter. It makes apparent the unhallowed desires, the infidelity

of the heart, the impurity of the lips, The sinner's acts of dis—
loyalty in making void the law of God, are exposed to his sight,
and his spirit is stricken and afflicted under the searching in-
fluence of the Spirit of God. He loathes himself as he views the
pure, spotless character of Christ." Steps to Christ, pp. 28, 29,

Our Hopelesg Condition Apart From Christ

"Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justi-
fied in His sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin,"
Romans 3:20,

"By the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified." Why?
We just read in Romans 2:13, that the doers of the law shall be
justified. Yes, the doer of the law—-that means the one who does
the law of God, who keeps it--he shall be justified. And yet,
when we come to Romans 3, we read that "by the deeds of the law
there shall no flesh be justified." Are these two texts of Serip-
ture in contradiction? No. Let us see.

"For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse."
Galatians 3:10, Why? We read in the next part of the verse,

"For it is written, Cursed is every one that continueth not in all
things which are written in the book of the law to do them."™ Now,
why are those who are of the works of the law under a curse? Be-
cause they do the law? No., "Cursed is every one that doeth not."
Then, why is every one who is of the works of the law under a
curse? Because he does the Law? No. Because he doesn't do it,

This means that we can't do the law at all. We can't keep it,

We are all by nature the children of wrath, even as others. What
shall we do then, since we can't keep the law? Abolish it and
take something else? That is what the criminal says. If he can't
stop thieving, then do away with the law that forbids stealing,
Then he is a law-abiding citizen,

"By the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in His
gight." This is true in two respects because we have all sinned,
Supposing that from now on we keep the law as perfectly as God
Himself can keep it. We still couldn't be justified, because we
can't make up for the past, by any of the righteousness which we
could do. We would have to make ocurselves above God in order to
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be justified, Even if God wiped out the past and gave us a clean
glate, would that do us any goed? No.

The trouble with the Jews was that they always thought that if God
would only forgive the past they could get along very well., "Being
ignorant of God's righteousness, they went about. to establish

their own righteousness." Being ignorant of the great standard of
righteousness, the infinite standard of holiness required by the
law of God, they went about to do the law and to keep it, and they
failed. The law of God is not just a negative thing, It is a very
positive thing, Tt not only demands that we abstain from certain
“acts and do certain other things., There are men who can do that

in their own strength, A man can give up many things, and by ed-
ucation and culture, one can put on something like a cloak of
righteousness and be outwardly blameless, But that doesn't make

us acceptable, or make our service acceptable in the sight of God,
for His law demands that we love Him with all our heart, soul,
mind, and strength,

If we stir ourselves up to avoid all known sins and perform all
known duties and if we strive and work and labor more in the church
of God than many of His dear children, God won't accept our ser~
vice if it is slavish, if we have no love for God and His service,
If we do not serve Him with any child-like affection, then all our
efforts are no better than glistening tin, and God cannot accept
them, He doesn't want slaves in His kingdom. God wants the ser-
vice of love, We love Him with all our heart, mind, and strength,

I remember I was talking with someone some time ago, a person who
had been reared a Seventh-day Adventist, who had a good Christian
background, who was a well respected member in the church of God,
one who could probably say, like the rich young ruler did concern-
ing the commandments, "I have kept all these from my youth up.®
One day we were discussing salvation and it seemed that the Spirit
of the Liord was working upon his heart. He said, "I'm a lost man,
Do you know that? It might shock you, but I'm a lost man.” That
is not a remarkable confession but rather the one that we all
should make,

He gave the reasons for his statement. He had discovered that all
his service for God, all his "keeping of the commandments" was just
valuelegs, because he had come to recognize the fact that he didn't
love God, and that his good works didn t come because of a real
love for the Lord Jesus Christ, He had begun to wonder whether he
was lost beyond hope. He said, "I'm going to say something which
is very shocking. You will be appalled." I said, "I don't think
gso." He said, "I don't love God. I hate Him."

Even that is not a remarkable statement, because the Scripture says,
"Because the carnal mind is emmity against God: for it is not sub-
ject to the law of God, neither indeed can be."™ Romans 8:7, That
man was on the road toward salvation because he came to admit a
truth that he, himself, didn't love God. He hated Him.
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That Scripture represents the condition of all of us., We all have

a nature which is at emmity against Christ. It doesn't love God,
and it doesn't love to serve Him., In the heart there is a natural
selfishness and corruption. That is why "by the deeds of the law
there shall no flesh be justified." The natural man cannot obey

the law in love, It is something that we can't force upon ourselves.,
That is why we are lost, That is why we are sinful., We have lost
our capacity to love God and to serve Him with our heart and with
our lives. We can't respond to His love.

That is why a Seventh-day Adventist, as far as just profession
goes, who tries to keep the commandments of God, is no better than
the unregenerate man here in Romans 1. That is why all are in the

same category. There is no use boasting that we have the truth,
because just having the truth doesn't save us, It is doing the

truth that saves us, Jesus said to the lawyer, "This do and thou
shalt live." But "by the deeds of the law shall no flesh be just—
ified in His sight."® And so we are lost, undone, and without hope’
in this world if we were left to ourselves. All ground for boast—
ing is cut from under our feet,

"The righteousness of Christ is presented as a free gift to the
ginner if he will accept it. He has nothing of his own but what

is tainted and corrupted, polluted with sin, utterly repulsive to
a pure and holy God. Only through the righteous character of
Jesus Christ can man come nigh to God," Selected Messages, vol. 1,
p. 342,

I want you to notice this sentence with me: "“He has nothing of his
own but what ig tainted and corrupted, polluted with sin, utterly
repulsive to a pure and holy God." That is all we have, friends,
We are nothing but a body of death, "From the sole of the foot
even unto the head there is no soundness in it; but wounds, and
bruises, and putrifying soresi." Isaiah 1:6, Then how can a man
be just with God? That is the question that comes up from the
hearts of all people. How can a man be just before a holy God?

How We Are Justified

"But now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested,
being witnessed by the law and the prophets; Even the righteousness
of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them
that believe: for there is no difference: For all have simned, and
come short of the glory of God; Being justified freely by His grace
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: Whom God hath set
forth to be a propitiation through faith in His blood, to declare
His righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through
the forbearance of God; to declare, I say, at this time His right-
eousness: that He might be just, and the justifier of him which
believeth in Jesus. Where is boasting then? It is execluded. By
what law? of works? Nay: but by the law of faith, Therefore we
conclude that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the
law. Is He the God of the Jews only? is He not also of the Gen—
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tiles? Yes, of the Gentiles also." Romans 3:21-29,
And then we come to Romans 4:4, 5:

"Now to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, but
of debt, But to him that worketh not, but believeth on Him that
justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness."

Now, let us go back and review these texts and just peruse them

for a little while. How can a man be just with God? First, we
should notice that justification is a free gift, which is bestowed
upon unworthy simmers., "Being justified freely by His grace through
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus." Grace implies something
that is free., It means "unmerited favor," that God treats one bet-
ter than he deserves, The word here is "justified freely by His
grace." The words would be sufficient without the word "freely,"
but the Lord puts even the word "freely" to show that it is grace
abounding. The Lord treats us better than we deserve,

"For as the heaven is high above the earth, so great is His mercy
toward them that fear Him," Psalm 103:11. As high as the heavens
are above the earth, so does the Tord treat us better than we des-
erve, And this free gift is bestowed upon unworthy sinners,
Whether Jews or Gentiles, there is no difference, But it is bes-
towed on them on condition; and the condition here is that they
believe, He is "the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus."

"Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him for righteous-
ness." Romans 4:3, dJustification is bestowed upon unworthy sin-
ners, freely, but only upon those unworthy sinners who believe,

The belief mentioned here is not merely a mental assent to a cer-
tain tenet of doctrine, This is not the belief which was manifest
in the experience of Abraham. Belief, or faith, is an abiding
trust, Belief signifies an entire resting of the whole life upon
Jdesus Christ, It signifies that one has turned away from trusting
in his own works. He has turned away from any endeavor to make
himself righteous and fit to appear in the presence of God, And,
turning completely away from himself as an ungodly sinner, he casts
his whole life upon the Lord Jesus Christ and gives himself to Him,
That is faith,

Faith is not an opiate. It is an active, living principle. It

is something that lays hold of Christ, with the plea of Jacob, "I
will not let thee go except thou bless me," Justification is bes~
towed upon all them that believe, for there is no difference, And
we should notice that justification is bestowed apart from works.

"Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith without
the deeds of the law,"™ Romans 3:38,

"But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth
the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness." Romans 4:5,
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These words are clear, aren't they?

"Let no one take the limited, narrow positiom that any of the
works of man can help in the least possible way to liquidate the
debt of his transgression. This is a fatal deception. If you
would understand it, you must cease haggling over your pet ideas,
and with humble hearts survey the atonement., This matter is so
dimly comprehended that thousands upon thousands claiming to be
gsons of God are children of the wicked one, because they will de-
pend on their own works. God always demanded good works, the law
demands it, but because man placed himself in sin where his good
works were valueless, Jesus' righteousness alone can avail."
Selected Messages, vol. 1, p. 343,

Notice the statement, "Jesus' righteousness alone can avail," All
that man can possibly do to obtain salvation is to accept the in-
vitation, "Whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely."
Revelation 22:17, Not a sin can be committed by man, for which
satisfaction has not been made on Calvary. And so we see that we
are to come to Christ as an ungodly sinmer. We are to trust in
nothing but His love and His mercy to save us. We are not to
trust in any way to our resolutions or to our:promises, We are
not expected to put ourselves on probation, to prove to the Lord
that we are reformed. We are not to say, "Well, I'll stay away
from the Lord Jesus until I'm sorry for my sins, then I'll come

to Christ." We are to come to Him just as we are,

Jesus came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance,
He is the great physician to heal the sick, and He does not re-
quire us te recover our health in the least degree before we come
to Him, If we think that we can help the Jwrd by preparing the
way to come to Him by putting ourselves on our best behavior be-
fore we come; if we think we must straighten out our lives a lit-
tle bit first, at least as much as we can, and then we'll come to
the Lord Jesus Christ with our promises and our resolutions and
present ourselves to Him; that we will try to help Him in His
work, we will not help Him, but will only hinder,

"] do not frustrate the grace of God: for if righteousness come

by the law, then Christ is dead in vain." Galatians 2:21, 0,
friends, let us not frustrate the grace of God. The Catholics
believe in justification by faith, at least professedly. But they
believe that we must prepare the way to come to Christ. Our good
works don't earn our justification-—-Catholics will admit that——
but they say that at least something must take place to prepare
us, There must be preparedness in the life to pave our way to God,
Instead of helping our way to Christ, we fill the pathway with
deep pits and trenches that we can never get across. We are to
come to Christ just as we are,

"Jesus loves to have us come to Him just as we are, sinful, help-
less, dependent. We may come with all our weakmess, our folly,
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our sinfulness, and fall at His feet in penitence. It is His
glory to encircle us in the arms of His love, and to bind up our
wounds, to cleanse us from all impurity." Steps to Christ, p. 52,

There is but one way to come to Christ, Furthermore it says that
Jesus loves us and that He loves to have us come to Him just as
we_are, Think of it, friends! Jesus loves to have us come to Him
just as we are, I think of the words of the hymn, "Nearer, Still
Nearer."

"Nearer, still nearer, nothing I bring,
Nought as an offering to Jesus my King;
N Only my sinful, now contrite heart;
Grant me the cleansing Thy blood doth impart,
Grant me the cleansing Thy blood doth impart,"

That is justification by faith, my friends. The Lord accepts the
prodigal son and clothes him with His own robe of righteousness,
The angels rejoice and the Father rejoices, Justification! -What
is it? Justification means "to be accounted righteous," "to be
judged righteous." And God is the one Who justifies. He justi-
fies through the righteousness of Jesus,

As the sinner comes to the Lord Jesus Christ, throws himself at

the foot of the cross, yields his life to Christ and claims Him as
his portion under the sun, the Father says, "I justify him." The
Father judges him, acquits him, and frees him from guilt., "Christ’'s
character stands in place of your character, and you are accepted
before God just as if you had not sinned."™ Steps to Christ, p. 62,
This is justification——to be judged righteous by the God of the
universe just as if we had not sinned, We stand before the law
without shame and remorse, God's way of justification is so won-
derfull

If I am the most self-satisfied in my experience and don't feel

my need, I am the furthest from the kingdom of God. If there is
one here that feels himself weak and utterly destitute and so com—
* pletely unworthy of the grace of Christ, I. tell you, friends, he
is nearest the kingdom of God, "From the soul that feels his need,
nothing is withheld," "-Degire of Ages, p. 300, Nothing is with-
held,—-if he feels his need, That is the condition. We must come
as beggars. The Pharisee came and received nothing. It has been
well stated that in the last days there will be many respectables
outside the walls of the New Jerusalem looking in upon the irres—
pectables, What did Jesus say? "That the publicans and the har-
lots go into the kingdom of God before you." Matthew 21:31. That
is God's way of justification by faith,

Abraham's Experience

Now we come to Romans 4 and we see Justification by faith illus-
?rated and demonstrated in the experience of Abraham, You see,
Justification is doing the impossible for us. It is doing
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for man that which he cannot do for himself, And the question
comes up, "Well, how am I to take hold of this gift? How am I

to take hold of the promise that I might be born again and walk in
newness of 1ife?" We may say, "I have tried so many times, but
had so success." I have made so many resolutions.”™ ILet us look
at the experience of Abraham, What did he find?

"(As it is written, I have made thee a father of many nations, )
before Him whom he believed, even God, who quickeneth the dead,
and calleth those things which be not as though they were. Who
against hope believed in hope, that he might become the father of
many nations, according to that which was spoken, So shall thy seed
be. And being not weak in faith, he considered not his own body
now dead, when he was about an hundred years old, neither yet the
deadness of Sarah's womb: He staggered not at the promise of God
through unbelief; but was strong in faith, giving glory to God;
and being fully persuaded that, what he had promised, he was able,
also to perform. And therefore it was imputed to him for right—
eousness.," Romans 4:17-22.

Imputed righteousness is justification. Why was Abraham justified
by faith? Here is a practical experience, Let us discuss it for
a moment, God made promises to Abraham. He made a covenant with
him that He would give him the land of Canaan, that he would give
him eternal life, that He would give him a part in the resurrec-
tion, and many other blessings, with righteousness along with them,
But all these promises were dependent upon Abraham having a son,
for all the blessings were to come through his seed. So, you see,
unless Abraham had a son, he couldn't have eternal life. That was
virtually what it meant to Abraham, He had a problem in his life.
It wasn't so much in his life, at first. It was in Sarah's life,
because when the promise first came, Sarah was past age, and it
was physically impossible for her to bear children. But Abraham
wasn't past age, so at least he could trust in something. He
couldn't put his confidence in Sarah, That part was cut off, but
at least he had something to hang on to and that was himself,

After some time passed and the son didn't come, Sarah suggested
that Abraham take Hagar to wife and so he did. It was possible
for Abraham in that way to produce a son, It was his son alright,
but it wasn't the son that God would accept, The Scripture says,
"Cast out the bondwoman and her son." Galatians 4:30, And we
read that Abraham cried to the Lord, "0 that Ishmael might live
before Thee!™ Genesis 17:18, Ishmael represented his own doing,
his own works, his own efforts to have eternal life, to have all
the covenant promises, his own efforts to lay hold of the grace
of God. But God said, "I can't accept Ishmael,"

So time went on, and not only was Sarah past age, but even Abra-
ham himself was past age., You see, he was in a hopeless position,
wasn't he? Humanly speaking, the whole ground was taken from un-
der his feet. There was nothing that he could trust in—-neither
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Sarah, nor even in himself., The Scripture says, "Who against hope
believed in hope," 1In other words, when his condition was hope~
less from a human stamdpoint, Abraham hoped on in faith, “And be~
ing not weak in faith, he considered not his own body now dead,
when he was about an hundred years old, neither yet the deadness
of Sarah's womb," Romans 4:19,.

"He considered not his own body." When, humanly speaking, the con-
dition was hopeless, and he saw that in himself there was nothing
to trust in, then it was that He turned away from himself, He con-
sidered not his own body. He turned his eyes toward Ged and "stag-
gered not at the promise of God through unbelief,"--that great
promise of God.

He went out at night and counted the stars, God told him to count
them. "He bringeth out their host by number." As he thought upon
the great Creator, he said to himself, "What God has promised, Be
will do."™ And he "was strong in faith, giving glory to God,"™ that
what God had promised, He would do.

And, because Abraham staggered not at the tremendous promise, be-
cause he believed that.God would do the impossible, therefore it
was imputed unto him for righteousmess. That is why Abraham was
justified, because he believed the promise of God, He stepped out
on that promise, Therefore, it was imputed unto him for righteous~
ness.

"Now it was not written for his sake alone, that it was imputed teo
him." Romans 4:23., Not written for Abraham's sake, but for whose
sake? For our sakes, "But for us alse, to whom it shall be im~
puted, if we believe on Him that raised up Jesus our Lord from the
dead; Who was delivered for our offences, and was raised again for
our justification,™ wverses 24, 25,

Here we see that God promises us eternal life, an everlasting in-
heritance, the latter rain, and many other things. These are won-
derful blessings, but all on condition that we are justified, If
we are not justified, if we are not born again, we will never have
those blessings, we will never see the kingdom of God., And so,

we try to work out some righteousness, to help God to bring forth
His new-born creature, so that we might be worthy te receive the
latter rain., Perhaps we find that certain things are against us,
but somehow we are just like Abraham, We all go through the ex—
perience, We take Hagar to wife, We set out on a program of the
works of the law (with God's help, of course. We always say, "with
God's help.") But then God comes along and says, "I cannot accept
that." Like Abraham, we say, "O that Ishmael might be accepted be-
fore thee." And God says, "No. This son is clearly a son of prom-
ise, We must be justified by faith without the deeds of the law,"

So we see that we are hopeless, We have nothing in which to trust.
In fact, we see that we are plunged into the pit of sin with the
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most ungodly sinners, that we are no better than anyone else, and
that we are lost. Our case is hopeless, and we know it is hope-
less., We see that it is useless to trust in ourselves. We must
hope in the promises of God.

As did Abraham, we are to turn away from ourselves, take our eyes
off self and place them upon the Yord Jesus. We are to fix them
upon the great promise that He will make us a new creature, that
He will justify us by faith, that He will raise us up to walk in
newness of life, and if we believe, if we stagger not at the prom-
ise of God through unbelief, but claim by faith the free gift,
nothing wavering, it "will be imputed unto us for righteousness."

That is justification by faith--laying hold of the promise. One

of the hardest things for us to do is to learn that imputed right-
eousness is imputed to us by faith, not because of any merit on

our part, but as a free gift of God, Sister White says it is a
most precious truth, and that the enemy of God and man is not will—
ing that this should be clearly presented, because he knows if it
is, his power will be broken,

The Experience of John Wesley

I would like to refer you also to the experience of John Wesley,
It is found in Great Controversy, pp. 254-256, I want you to not-—
ice as I read this passage that John Welsey and his associates, as
it were, took Hagar to wife. What earnest Christians they were,
and how they failed! Then notice how Wesley laid hold of justif—
ication by faith,

"Wesley and his associates were led to see that true religion is
seated in the heart, and that God's law extends to the thoughts as
well as to the words and actions, Convinced of the necessity of
holiness of heart, as well as correctness of outward deportment,
they set out in earnest upon a new life. By the most diligent and
prayerful efforts they endeavored to subdue the evils of the nat-
ural heart. They lived a life of self-denial, charity, and humil-
iation, observing with great rigof and exactness every measure
which they thought could be helpful to them in obtaining what they
most desired,—-that holiness which could secure the favor of God,
But they did not obtain the object which they sought. In vain
were their endeavors to free themselves from the condemnation of
8in or to break its power.," Great Controversy, p. 254,

For years they lived a life of self-denial, of prayerfulness, of
humiliation, and of charity. For years they sought the Lord, But
John Wesley did not obtain the object for which he sought. In his
great zeal for God, he left England and came over here to America
to be a missionary among the Indians but he went back a disappoint-
ed man, He said, "I came over here to convert the Indians, but

lo, who shall convert me?" He went back and he attended a meeting
of the Moravians, a Christian society, in London,
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"At a meeting of the Moravian society in London, a statement was
read from Luther, describing the change which the Spirit of God
works in the heart of the believer. As Wesley listened, faith was
kindled in his soul. 'I felt my heart strangely warmed,' he says.
'T felt I did trust in Christ, Christ alone, for salvation: and an
agsurance was given me, that He had taken away my sins, even mine,
and saved_me from the law of sin and death.'™
Great Controversy, p. 256,

Then, the servant of the Tword comments:

"Through long years of wearisome and comfortless striving,-~years
of rigorous self-denial, of reproach and humilijation,--Wesley had
steadfastly adhered to his one purpose of seeking God. Now he
had found Him; and he found that the grace which he had toiled to
win by prayers and fasts, by almsdeeds and self-abnegation, was a
gift, 'without money, and without price.'"  Ibid.

Now that was the experience of John Wesley. It was the experience
of Abraham, It must also be our experience, God will do for us
that which we cannot do for ourselves., We come to Jesus as un—
godly sinners, and we believe on Him who justifies the ungodly,

It is the sinners, the ungodly, the wicked, these who are lost,
those who don't love Him, that the Lord justifies, We can come

to Him immediately and receive of Him, and take of Him without
money and without price,

"For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died
for the ungodly." Romans 5:6, Netice whom God justifies——the
ungodly, Notice for whom He sent His only begotten Son——the un-
godly. It is the ungodly.

"For scarcely for a righteous man will one die: yet peradventure
for a good man some would even dare to die, But God commendeth
His love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ
died for us. Much more then, being now justified by His bloed,
we shall be saved from wrath through Him, For if, when we were
reconciled to God by the death of His Son, much more, being rec-
onciled, we shall be saved by His life." Romans 5:7-10,

We are saved by the 1life of Christ. Justification by faith is

a bestowal of the life of Christ, a gift of the life of Jesus to
the sinner, The death of Christ reconciles us, "but He was raised
again for our justification."® We are saved by His life. That is
the only thing in which we have to trust, We need nothing else

to trust in,

The following incident is recorded about Charles Wesley, the
brother of John Wesley:

"When Charles Wesley at one time fell ill, and anticipated that
death was approaching, he was asked upon what he rested his hope
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of eternal life. His answer was, 'I have used my best endeavors
to serve God.' As the friend who had put the question seemed not
to be fully satisfied with his answer, Wesley thought, 'What! are
not my endeavors a sufficient ground of hope? Would He rob me of
my endeavors? I have nothing else to trust to.! Such was the
dense darkness that had settled down on the church, hiding the
atonement, robbing Christ of His glory, and turning the minds of
men from their only hope of salvation,-~the blood of the crucified
Redeemer." Great Controversy, pp. 253, 254,

But God spared the life of Charles Wesley, and he was led to write
the words of that beautiful hymn, “Jesus, Lover of My Soul.," Now
notice the tremendous difference in his outlook and experience,
When he was asked what was his hope of eternal life, it was his
best endeavors. All his 1ife he had used them to serve God. But
later the Lord taught him the experience of justification by faith,
He wrote these words:

"Other refuge have I none, Hangs my helpless soul on Thee;
Leave, 0 leave me not alone! Still support and comfort me;
All my trust in Thee is stayed, All my help from Thee I bring;
Cover my defenseless head with the shadow of Thy wing.

"Thou, 0 Christ, art all I want, More than all in Thee I find;
Raise the fallen, cheer the faint, Heal the sick, and
lead the blind,
Just and holy is Thy name, I am all unrlghteousness'
Vile and full of sin I am, Thou art full of truth and grace."

Now he was trusting only in the life, the precious life of the
Lord Jesus Christ. We are saved by His life, dJustification by
faith is a bestowal of the life of Jesus upon ungodly sinners who
claim Him, "Without money and without price." How do we lay held
of the life of Jesus? He gave Himself for our sins, that He might
redeem us from this present evil world., Jesus purchased us, He
bought us. We belong to Him, He who knew no sin was made to be
sin for us., He took our sins, They belong to Him. He was treat-—
ed as we deserve, that we might be treated as He deserves, OQur
sins, by divine right, belong to Jesus, He wants them, And His
life, that precious life, belongs to us by right, because justif-
ication has passed upon all. We are saved by His life,

How do we lay hold of the life of Christ? It is our sins that must
be exchanged for His life. Have you any sins? You can exchange
them all for the life of Christ. That is how we obtain it, It

is like a transaction. It is like a purchase, We give all of our
sins in exchange for the life of Christ, not just some of them,
When we take the life of Christ, we can't take Him in portions.

We must take Him wholly. It means all of our sins for all of the
life of Christ, What an exchange! Isn't it tremendous? Here is
how we lay hold of the life of Christ. We come to Him and give
Him all our sins, and take in exchange the life of the Lord Jesus
Christ,
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"For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son,
that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have ever—
lasting life." John 3:16,

We are saved by His life. And that life, friends, is a righteous
life. When we have Jesus we have righteousness, because His life
is a righteous life. There is no sin in Him, That is why we can
stand before God as if we had not simmed. The life of Jesus is
eternal life, When we have Jesus we have eternal life. It begins
here, It begins with justification by faith. Both the Bible and
the Spirit of Prophecy point that out. He that hath the Son hath
life, and he that hath not the Son hath not life,

Further, the Scripture says, "And ye know that no murderer hath
eternal life abiding in him.," 1 John 3:15, "He that hath the

Son hath life." 1 John 5:12, This is the life of Jesus in the
soul. dJustification by faith is laying down our life, bringing

all our gins to Christ, and taking that precious life, that right-
eous life, so that it might be lived out in us, It is taking that
eternal life. That is the offer, That is the call of the gospel.
Come and take, without money and without price, May the Lord Jesus
give us the spiritual eyesight to lay hold of this wonderful gift,
the righteousness of the Lord Jesus Christ,
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Justification by Faith...

Death 1o Siu

This afternoon we shall continue with the message of justification
by faith, from Romans 6 and 7. I trust that you have your Bibles
open that we might read together from the Word of God,

"What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may
abound? God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any
longer therein? Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized
into Jdesus Christ were baptized into His death? Therefore we are
buried with Him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was
raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also
should walk in newness of life. For if we have been planted to-
gether in the likeness of His death, we shall be also in the like-
ness of His resurrection: Knowing this, that our old man is cruci-
fied with Him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that
henceforth we should not serve sin, For he that is dead is freed
from gin." Romans 6:1-7.

The Necessity of Deliverance

It is necessary in a consideration of what constitutes justifica-
tion by faith that we advance from Romans 3-5 because justification
by faith is more than pardon for sin. It is deliverance from it

as well, It is indeed death to sin, This is important to notice,
Some think that all we need is forgiveness of our past sins and
then through a process of sanctification we shall be delivered
from the power of sin, Deliverance from the old nature and death
to sin are inseparable from justification by faith, Indeed, they
are part of that experience,

We come to Jesus as ungodly simmers. We come to Him and accept

the gift that He freely offers, We give all our sins in exchange
for His spotless life. We cast ourselves upon His merits, believ—
ing in Him. When we exercise faith in this way, that is in itself
a crucifixion of self, because it is laying the glory of the old
man in the dust and doing for us what we cannot do for ocurselves.
Furthermore, we lay hold of the life of Christ in exchange for

our sins. We do not do that by surrendering some of our sins to
Christ in exchange for His life., It means all of our sins. Christ
will be all to us or nothing. It takes all to buy the field,

When we have given all our sins to Christ, how much do we have
left? We are nothing but a body of sin. It is interwoven with
the very fiber of our being. It is our very nature to sin. When
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we have given all our sins to Christ, how much do we have left?
Nothing! So he whoe truly enters into the experience of Romans

3-5 indeed enters into the experience of Romans 6, That is why
the apostle says, "Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound?
God forbid., How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer
therein?"

"How shall we that are dead to sin." For he who has entered in-
to the experience of justification is dead to gin. He has laid
hold of the life of Christ, We see more specifically in Romans

6 how we lay hold of the precious life of Christ., At what point
in our experience is this possible? At the point of death,

The Lord waits until a man comes to the lowest possible point,

The lowest place that a man can reach is the place of death,

When he is so weary of sin, so sick of the struggle, and tired of
himself that he counts all things but loss that he might gain
Christ——it is at that point that he makes contact with Christ,

The Lord is a strange King, . Whom He would save He must first lose.
Whom He would bring to life, He must first kill., Whom He would
make to feel the peace of heaven, He must make to feel as a des-
pairing sinner,

Paul says, "How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer
therein?" The true experience of justification by faith is de-
liverance from our sins, not just pardon for them. If that were
not so, we would be making the cross of Christ the minister of
gin. We must see the importance, the necessity of death to sin,
as it is presented in the Scriptures,

"Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with Him, that the
body of sin might be destroyed." We all have an "old man." That
is our old nature, It is ourselves, the nature we received from
Adam, We all possess it by inheritance. We might ask ourselves,
more specifically, "What is the old man?" The apostle Paul often
refers to this "old man." Who is he? Is it just the wickedness
which appears in our lives, those things that we recognize that
are not lovely, this sin and that sin and the other sin? It in-
cludes that, but the "old man" goes much further than that. The
0ld man includes not only our wickedness, but it also includes our
goodness, Sometimes we fail to recognize thats— But the Scripture
SAYE That all of our righteousnesses are as filthy rags in the
sight of a holy God. So you see, our goodness, or our so-called
goodness, is a part of the old nature, Sin is not so much what

we do but rather what we are, It is a principle which has pos-
gession of the being, a principle that entered in through Satan
into the Garden of Eden, the principle of selfishness and sin,

Maybe I could explain it by way of an illustration. In the ban-
ana plantations of Australia, a strange disease broke out. Banan-
as grow over there in the sheltered valleys and the mountainsides
where no wind will toueh them, for bananas grow much better where
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they are sheltered. The bananas grow up and the beautiful broad
leaves spread out, They are lovely big broad leaves, reaching
out into the fresh air and the sunshine. But this disease got
into the bananas and wiped out many, many acres of them. Some-
thing strange was happening to the plants, As the plant would
grow up and the leaves would come, instead of growing out they
would all grow in, for some unexplainable reason, and the plant
would choke itself, What had to be done when the disease would
break out in a plant? The plant had to be rooted up, burned,
buried, and goiten rid of so the disease wouldn't spread;

That is just like sin, We cannot explain it. Man was created to
love God supremely and his neighbor as himself, Sin is a new
principle, and that principle has taken possession of the whole
life of every man that comes into this world, That is primarily
why we are lost., We are not lost because we commit this sin and
the other sin, They are only the fruits that appear in.the life.
It is rather because this principle has taken possession of the
life. It is contrary to the law of God. Indeed, it cannot be
made subject to His law,

In this condition we cannot serve God. And furthermore, in this
condition God cannot even help us to serve Him, or help us te
obey Him, God does not help the carnal nature. Then what do we
mean when we speak of asking God to help us? Are we asking Him
to help us in our carmal way to serve Him? This the Lord cannot
do. There is only one thing that God can do with this old nature,
with this old man, with this principle which is self, which is
"i", It hates God. It does not love Him, It has a dispostion
to hate God. There is only one thing that the Lord Jesus Christ
can do, and that is to put the old nature to death,

This is where life begins. It begins by death., The gospel is =o
contrary to human reasoning that it is foolishness with men, That
is why men can not find it out., It can come only by revelation

of the Scriptures. The old nature must die, It must be put te
death, because it is a murderer. It must be crucified with Christ.
And yet, what happens if we set about to crucify this old nature?
How do we succeed when we set about to crucify this principle
which has possession of the entire being? The fact is we don't
succeed at all, because we can't do it. As the Spirit of Proph-
ecy says in Christ's Object Lessons, p. 159, "No man can empty
himself of self." We can't get the victory over the old nature

by wrestling and struggling with it. We cannot put it to death
ourselves,

How Deliverance Is Possible

Then how is it that we are delivered from the tyranny of the old
nature, that we may become dead to sin? "Knowing this, that our
old man is crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be des-
troyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin,"
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"Knowing this." God wants us to know something. There is a cer-
tainty in this Scripture. What does God want us to know about
this old nature of ours? It "is crucified with Him."™ "With Him,"
that is in Christ.

"Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath
blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in
Christ." Ephesians 1:3,

How many blessings have we been given in Christ? All spiritual
blessings. In the gift of Christ, we have everything. How about
this blessing of deliverance from the old nature? Do we find
that in ourselves? Can we produce it in ocurselves? No., It is

in Christ, We are blessed with this gift in the Lord Jesus Christ.

When we lay hold of Christ, we have the blessing in Him,

Let us look at it another way. When Jesus Christ became flesh,
whose flesh did He take? Whose nature did He take? He took our
nature, and more than just human nature, friends. He took fallen
human nature, Yes, He took fallen human nature, He had the same
nature that we have, He united that nature with divinity. He
brought that nature to Calvary. Day by day He crucified that na-
ture. Day by day He denied Himself and took up His cross. The
cross of Jesus was but the culmination of a whole lifetime of
cross bearing. He came to Calvary and He died.

Now let us look at Calvary for a minute. We think of the cross
of Jesus as a wonderful provision made. Jesus died for our sins
that we might have forgiveness for the sins of the past, That

is true, and we can rejoice in it. But something more than that
was accomplished by the death of Christ, "Knowing this, that our
0old man"—-~our old nature, that human nature that causes all the
trouble—-"is crucified with Him," And so deliverance is also a
gift from the Lord Jesus Christ,

"For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that net of your-
gselveg: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should
boast." Ephesians 2:8, 9,

Salvation is a gift of God. Every blessing, whether it be repen-
tance, forgiveness, death to sin, resurrection unto newness of
life, guidance in the way of righteousness, or power to keep the
commandments of God, is a gift of God in the Yord Jesus Christ,

Qur Part in Being Delivered

This is a gift, but we have a part to play. We must choose to
accept the gift and this choosing implies something, Like the

apostle Paul, if we are going to have a part in the life of Christ,

we must choose to have a part in His death, that we might be "made
conformable unto His death." Philippians 3:10., That means we
must recognize that we no longer have life of our own. That life
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which we have, has sinned, We have forfeited it to the law of God
and so we must die. We have a choice to make. Every man must
die, We can choose whether we will die with Christ, gladly accept
the penalty with Him and in Him, give up our lives and recognize
that we have no right to life, surrender it to Christ, and take
His life, or we can pay the penalty ourselves, at the execution

of the judgment. We can die then. But die we must, The choice
is ours, I wouldn't say this choice is an easy one. If anyone
says it is easy, I doubt if he has ever tried it. I read from the
servant of the Lord, "The yielding of self, surrendering all te
the will of God, requires a struggle." Steps to Christ, p. 43.
What causes the struggle? Is it to die to sin? Have you ever
seen a man struggling to die? This would be very unnatural ,
wouldn't it? Most men don't want to die., What do they usually
fight for? They struggle to live., And so, what is the struggle
that each one of us have? The old man is struggling to live,

We must choose to be made conformable to His death. We must un-—
derstand the right action of the will. We must choose to die,

If the right eye offends, we must be willing to pluck it out, If
the arm offends, we must be willing to cut it off., Unless we are
willing to co-operate with Christ we cannot receive His blessing,
That is what the Lord means when we are told that we have a work
to do for ourselves before Christ can do a work for us. It isn't
that our works are in any way works of righteousness, but we must
choose to be "made conformable unto His death."

We choose to have our part with the death of Christ. We choose
to give up this old life, which is corrupt and deceitful, that we
might lay hold of the life of the Lord Jesus Christ. Then we are
by faith to take hold of the gift, trusting not in the surrender
of our wills, not in what we have done, but in the Word of salva—
tion., "Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with Him."
The Word of God says so. Anyone who surrenders to the WbrdEWill
find it a fact,

We are not to wait until we feel that we are whole. We are to
simply say, "In Christ I am free, I have chosen to finish with
my old life. I have made a failure of it. I surrender this life
to Christ, and I take hold of a new life. I know that in Him my
old nature is erucified., I surrender my weak will to Him, T am
uniting my will with His will, and I am stepping out on the life
of Christ," ’ ’

desus called Peter to come out of the boat and he came out and
walked, He didn't walk on the water, really. Peter walked on
the Word of God. He walked on the Word of Christ, because Christ
said, "Come," and he stepped out of the boat, and he walked on
that Word. As soon as he lost confidence in the Word, he began
to sink,

God said to Abraham, “Get thee out of thy country, and from thy
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kindred, and from thy father's house." It was a great test to
Abraham, It wasn't an easy thing for him to do. He was a prince
of Ur, a man of no mean standing, and te leave a nice home in town
and go out not knowing whither he was going wasn't easy. But he
united his will with the will of God, stepped out, acted upon the
Word of God, and God upheld him.

This is what God wants us to do, to step into this new life, rely-
ing fully upon the Word of God. It will uphold us. I quote from
the 1891 Bible Studies on the Book of Romans by E. J. Waggoner,

p. 20:

"Says one, 'I have tried to give up these things before, and I have
fallen again?' Ah no, you are not making a new resolution this
time, you are mnot turming over a new leaf, and saying that you are
going to do better. You are merely letting the old life and all
the resolutions go. Simply say, I know that there is power in God.
And that same power which spoke the world into existence, that

same power which brought Christ forth from the tomb,—-into the
hands of that power I will yield myself, and let it sustain and
keep me in the new life, And day by day as we do that, our hearts
will go out in thankfulness to God for His wonderful power."

"Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with Him, that the
body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve
gin."

We are to step out by faith on the Word of God, completely trust-
ing and believing in the Word. This is righteousness by faith,
Righteousness by faith is a righteousness which works. Luther
said of faith, "0, it is a living, busy, active, mighty thing,
this faith, It brings deliverance from the prison house of sin,"
The faith that does not bring deliverance from the shackles of
gin is no genuine faith at all,

Freed From the Dominion of Sin

"For he that is dead is freed from sin."™ What does it mean to be
freed from sin? If I said that a man was freed from prison, what
would that mean? Would he have to remain in prison anymore? No,
he would be out of prison. The door would be open and he would
be set free, Now, if a man is freed from sin, does he still live
in it? Does he abide in it? He is freed from it, isn't he? He
has stepped into a new life,

"Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also live
with Him: Knowing that Christ being raised from the dead dieth no

more; death hath no more dominion over Him., For in that He died,

He died unto sin once: but in that He liveth, He liveth unto God.

Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but
alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord. . . . For sin shall

not have dominion over you."™ Romans 6:8-11, 14.
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Let us go back over these verses, "Knowing that Christ being
raised from the dead dieth no more." Are we sure of that? Did
Christ ever die again? No. Why not? "Death hath no more domin-
ion over Him.," He is raised above the power of death, Death will
never again have any dominion over the Yord Jesus Christ, "Like~
wise." What does that mean? In the same manner, Just in the
same way, "reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin,
but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Yord," "For sin shall
not have dominion over you." You will notice the parallel there,
Speaking of Christ, "death hath no more dominion over Him," YLike-
wise, sin is to have no more dominion over us, That means, as we
step into the life of Christ, it is a life of victory, a life freed
from sin,

"When the soul surrenders itself to Christ, a new power takes
possession of the new heart. A change is wrought which man can
never accomplish for himself., It is a supermatural work, bring—
ing a supernatural element into human nature, The soul that is
yielded to Christ becomes His own fortress, which He holds in a
revolted world, and He intends that no authority shall be known
in it but His own, A soul thus kept in possession by the heaven-
ly agencies is impregnable to the assaults of Satan,"

Desire of Ages, p. 324,

That is why the Scripture says, *"For sin shall not have dominion
over you." Why? Because death has no more dominion over Christ.
We believe that Jesus has been raised up from the grave. He is
raised far above the power of death. And the Scripture in Romans

6 says that if we die with Christ we are also risen with Him by

the power of His resurrection. Just as Christ has been raised
above the power of death, we are to rise with Him above the power
of sin. "For he that is dead is freed from sin," Therefore, sin
is not to have dominion over the Christian. Justification by faith
brings viectory., It brings victory over every known sin., It brings
power into the life to perform every known duty,

We must understand that this deliverance from sin, justification
by faith, is not just a feeling, but it is very practical.

"Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness
unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive
from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness
unto God." Romans 6:13,

We must co-operate with Him. The death to sin, as we come to Him
and yield to Him, must be a continual experience,

Maintaining Qur Experience With Chrigt

"Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey,
his servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or
of obedience unto righteousness," Romans 6:16,
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As we go along in the Christian experience, yielded to the Lord
Jesus Christ, considering our life dead that we might have the life
of the Lord Jesus Christ, we are to maintain our comnection through
living, active faith, Perhaps a temptation comes along in our ex-
perience, and we simply say, "I'd rather have Christ than that."
Then perhaps the devil brings along some alluring thing, very de-
sirable to the eyes, and we say again, "I'd rather have Christ than
that,® and let it go. Then Jesus points out some gin in our life,
through His Spirit, something that we haven't seen before, for you
know that when we first come to Him, He doesn't reveal everything
that He might. And so, when we see that thing in our lives, we

say again, "I'd rather have Christ than that." This is sanctifi-

cation.

Sanctification is merely justification in practice. There is not
much difference between justification and sanctification. We don't
profit anything by trying to determine where one beging and the
other ends, or where one ends and the other begins. Sanctification
is merely maintaining that experience with the Lord Jesus Christ,
the principle of justification lived out in the life, demonstrated
as a living principle, :

That is why we must keep our eyes fixed upon Jesus, that we might
discern the beauty of His character, that our hearts might be
drawn out to Him, loving Him, and copying Him. If we lose sight
of Jesus and His preciousness to us, then when the devil comes
along with some temptation or maybe some sin is pointed out in our
lives, instead of saying, "“I'd rather have Christ than that," we
may stumble and say, "I'd rather have this than Christ." At that
point we lose our connection with Him,

"Know ye not, brethren, (for I speak to them that kmow the law,)
how that the law hath dominion over a man as long as he liveth?"
Romans 7:1,

We saw in Romans 3 that every mouth is stopped before the law of
God., Every mouth is stopped and the whole world becomes guilty
before God. We are under condemnation of that law. How long doee
the law have dominion over a man? As long as he liveth, But when
we come to Christ, we let go of our life. We decide to die with
Him. We say with the apostle Paul, "T am crucified with Christ,"
and then the law has no more dominion over us. We are not under
the condemnation of the law but under grace, With the apostle
Paul we shall say, "Nevertheless I live; yet mnot T, but Christ liv—
eth in me: and the life which T now live in the flesh T live by the
faith of the Son of God, Who loved me, and gave Himself for me."
Galatians 2:20.

The Tllustration of the Two Husbands

"For the woman which hath an husband is bound by the law to her
husband so long as he liveth; but if the husband be dead, she is
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loosed from the law of her husband. So then if, while her husbhand
liveth, she be married to another man, she shall be called an adul-
teress: but if her husband be dead, she is free from that law: so
that she is no adulteress, though she be married to another m;n "
Romans 7:2, 3, )

Now, here is an illustration that we can all understand. We know
that the law does not permit a woman to be married to two husbands
a#*once. Maybe she has a husband who is a tyrant, and she would
like to be free from him, but that makes no difference. She ig
not free to marry another man until the first husband is dead
Then she is free to be married to another man. Let us see thé
application of this illustration.,

"Wherefore, my brethren, ye also are become dead t

body'of Christ; that ye should be married to anothgrth:vi§w£:yh:£e
Who is raised from the dead, that we should bring fo;th fruit- unto
God. For when we were in the flesh, the motions of sins, which
were by the law, did work in our members to bring forth %ruit unto
death: But now we are delivered from the law, that being dead
wherein we were held; that we should serve in newness of spirit,

and not in the oldness of the letter." Romans 7:4-6,

H?re is presented a person in relationship to two husbands. It
will help to make this clearer if we see first who is the ;econd
husband. Notice the last part of verse 4, "That ye should be mar-
ried to another, even to Him who is raised from the dead. that we
shoyld bring forth fruit unto God," Who is the second h&sband?

It is clear, isn't it? It is the Lord Jesus Christ,

"For as many of you as have been bavtized i i
I into Ch t h
Christ," Galatians 3:27. e ave put on

"Tyat ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man

which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts; and be renewéd

in the spirit of your mind; amd that ye put on the new man, which

after God is created in righteousness and true holiness," ’
Ephesians 4:22-24,

The?, it i% clear that the second husband is the Lord Jesus Christ.
It is putting on the new man, the new creation.

W?o is the fi?st husband? The old sinful nature., Romans 7 is
31mp¥y a continuation of Romans 6, further drawing out and illus—
trating the same truth. The old man, that old nature, is the first

" husband., It is also called the flesh,

;Fothhin wedwere in the flesh, the motions of sing, which were
Yy the law, did work in our members to bring fort i
death." Romans 7:5, ne Torth frult unto

N?w you notice that the result of the union, the marriage, in
either case is fruit bearing. What is the fruit of the first un—
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ion when the principle of sin has control of our lives? You know
that marriage is two people becoming one, "They twain shall be

one flesh." What is the fruit borne by the first union? Sin and
death, the works of the flesh, They are mentioned in Galatians 5.

What is the fruit of the second union? It is the fruits of the
Spirit——"Love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness,
faith, meekness, temperance.™ Galatians 5:22,23,

We see, then, that union with this old nature is a fruitless ex-

" perience as far as righteousness is concerned. We long to be mar—
ried to the Lord Jesus Christ, that we might bring forth fruit un-
to God. But it is not possible while the old man remains. The
illustration is that a woman cannot be married to the second hus-—
band until the first husband is dead. And so the application of
this illustration is quite clear. We cannot be married to the
Lord Jesus Christ, we cannot make contact with Him, that we might
be justified by faith in order to begin a new life, until we are
delivered from the old man of sin, We can't have two husbands at
once, We must not follow the children of Israel in the wilderness.
On one hand they wanted the flesh pots of Egypt and on the other
they wanted the land of Canaan.

No doubt you have heard the illustration about the conflict of the
two natures.. They are represented as two dogs and it is said that
we must starve ome and feed the other, I used to wonder about
that illustration. Feed the new man and starve the old man, just
like two dogs. And I tell you, somehow there rose up before my
mind the conception of the old dog, as it were, as a great big
carnal canine, a big hungry brute, and the other dog as a new-
born little puppy, and these are in conflict with one another,

No wonder the new nature didn't seem to have a chance, This is
not where the illustration leads us in Romans 7, It doesn't say
to starve the old nature but to put an end to it. Put it to death
with the Lord Jesus Christ.

Union With the 01d Nature

What is union with this first husband like? Well, I think we all
know by experience, We will read a few texts here in Romans 7
which describe this marriage: "For we know that the law is spirit-
ual: but I am carnal, sold under sin." Romans 7:14, What do you
call a man who is s01d? A slave., And what would you call a man
who is sold to sin? He is a slave to it. Can a slave do what he
wants to do? Supposing he wants to do good and his master will not
let him? Supposing he wants to aveid evil? His master will not
allow him, therefore he must do evil.

The slavery in this case is the slavery to the first husband, He
is a tyrant, Here are the evidences of the slavery:

"For that which I do I allow not: for what I would, that do T not:

-88—

but what I hate, that do I. If then I do that which I would not,

I consent unto the law that it is good. . . . For the good that

I would I do not: but the evil which I would not, that I do."
Romans 7:15, 16, 19,

This man is indeed a slave. He wants to avoid evil, and can not.
He tries to practice righteousness and fails. Does this necessar-—
ily mean that he is grovelling in open sin? I don't think so.
This man is a Christian,

If you read the background of Romans 7, here is a man who once
considered himself a keeper of the law of God. He is alive. He
considers himself a Christian but is a Laodicean., He flatters
himself that he is clothed with Christ's righteousness. He does
not know that he is destitute, But then the Spirit of God takes
the law, like an arrow, and aims it at his heart, and he sees him-
self, not as a keeper of the law of God, but as a sinner.

The law is spiritual but he finds himself carnal, sold under sin.
Even though he tries to do something that in itself might seem

a righteous act, even an act of charity, he knows within his heart
that the motive which prompts him is evil. For evil is present
with him all the time. He tries to aveid it and perhaps outwardly
does, but he knows in his heart that he is not really separated
from sin, that he is a slave, and he finds himself under the yoke
of bondage, groaning under the oppression, like the children of
Israel down in Egypt. And he cries out, in verse 24, "0 wretched
man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death?"

This illustration is an allusion to a custom of the Romans., When
they caught a murderer, oftentimes they would take the corpse and
bind it to his back and he had to carry it around. He couldn't

be freed from it until it rotted into his own body, and he was
destroyed. Paul likens the old nature to "a bedy of death." We
long to be free, We long for deliverance in the Lord Jesus Christ,
but we are slaves. I quote again from Bible Studies on the Book
of Romans by E. J. Waggoner, p. 26:

"What is the difference between the would-be Christian, who knows
the law, but does not keep it, and the worldling who does not keep
the law, and does not acknowledge that it is good? Simply this:
We are unwilling slaves, and they are willing slaves. We are-all
the time distracted and sorrowful, and getting nothing out of life
at all, while the worldling does not worry himself in the least.

"If one is going to sin, is it not better to be the worllling, who
does not know that there is such a thing as liberty, than to be
the man who knows that there is liberty, but cannot get it? If

it has got to be slavery, if we must live in the sins of the world,
then it is better to be in the world, partaking of its pleasures,
than to be in a miserable bondage, and have no hope of a life to,
come, :
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"But thanks be unto God, we can have liberty. When life becomes
unbearable because of the bondage of sin, then it is that we may
hope, for that leads to the question, 'O wretched man that I am!
who shall deliver me from the body of this death?' Mark; there
is deliverance., 'I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord.!
Christ came that we might have life. In Him is life, He is full
of life, and when we are so sick of this body of death, that we
are willing to die to get rid of it, then we can yield ourselves
to Christ, and die in Him; and with us dies the body of death,
Then we are raised with Christ to walk in newness of life, but
Christ who is not the minister of sin will not raise up the body
of sin; so it is destroyed, and we are free,

"Let all your sinful passions go, and believe that Christ will give
you something so much better than they are, that you will have an
unspeakable joy. Not only will there be joy now, but there will

be joy through all eternity, a song of joy for the precious gift
that He has given.

"Christ has condemned sin in the flesh, and by faith we take Him
and live with Him, That is a blessed life. Take hold of Christ
by faith and live with Him,"

Thusg there is liberty in the Lord Jesus Christ, "Who shall de—
liver me from the body of this death? I thank God through Jesus
Christ our Lord." Romans 7:24, 25, In Christ there is indeed
liberty. And that liberty we find by dying with the Lord Jesus
Christ.

Union With Christ

\

Christ is the gateway to liberty and in Him we are free. When we
are free from the first husband, then we are at liberty to be mar—
ried to the new man, Jesus Christ, the One Who was raised from the
dead. The secret of the Christian experience is union with the
Lord Jesus Christ, Christ says, "Abide in Me and I in you." This
indicates a union with Him. It is being raised with Him, our wills
are united with His will, our weakness united with His strength,

We live His life. It is a life of co-operation. Being freed

from our old nature, we begin a new life of fellowship with the
Lord Jesus Christ,

Let us ever remember that while we can do nothing without Christ,
He will do nothing in us without.our consent. This is vitally
important, Why do people marry? It is because they want to live
together and unite their lives, Why do we marry the Lord Jesus
Christ in the spiritual sense of the word? It is also because we
want to live with Him., We want to do all things together with
Him. And so, we do nothing without Him, As far as our own indi-
vidual experience is concerned, He does nothing without us either,
It is a life of co—operation, of partnership, Our life is linked
with His,
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If there is sin in our hearts, if the devil is there, can we tell
him to go unless we have the power of Christ? He will only defy
us. Then, if we ask Christ to come and put the devil out of our
heart, without our co-operation, He won't do it, either. Sister
White says that the expulsion of sin is the act of the soul itself,
What does that mean? "Resist the devil, and he will flee from
you." James 4:7., We choose. We exercise the will. We are not
to trust in our will power, but in Christ by faith., This faith

is a living, active, vital faith, We take hold of His strength,
By His power sin is expelled from the soul,

Yife in Christ is a life of union with Him. We live His life,
This is a very precious thought. We can expect trials, and many
of them, in the Christian experience. But we are united with
Christ, and Jesus goes through those trials with us, because we
are united with Him. TIn all our afflictions He is afflicted.

And not only that, but with Christ we lack nothing. When we are
delivered from this old nature, when we die, and we are delivered
from sin through death with the Lord Jesus Christ, then we are
married to the new man, to the Lord Jesus Christ, We are one with
Him. We live His life,

This is what it means to be justified by faith. It is passing
from death unto life. It is passing from slavery to freedom, and
with Christ, and in Christ, we lack nothing because we are married
to Him. He is our portion, We cleave unto Him,

Let me illustrate it this way. One of the Rockefellers married a
poor Norwegian girl, a girl without any substance whatever. Rock-
efeller was a millionaire, This girl had nothing but when she
married Rockefeller, what did she have? Why, she had everything
that he had, because she was one with him, This aptly illustrates
the Christian experience. We have no righteousness of our own.
The Laodicean message presents us as being "wretched, and miser—
able, and poor, and blind, and naked." We have nothing, we know
nothing, we are nothing, and we see nothing. But Jesus, the Heav-
enly Merchantman is everything and He has everything to offer us,
He says, "You link up with Me." We lay down our old life and unite
with Christ. Then do we lack anything? The Scripture says, "Ye
are complete in Him." Colessians 2:10,

Jesus has a perfect righteousness., Indeed, He has a righteousness
that will pass the judgment. His righteousness will pass every
test, for it is the very righteousness of the law, and having
Christ we have that righteousness. In Him we have wisdom, sanctif~
ication, and redemption., What an experience! We are one with the
Lord Jesus Christ. What an experience it is to live with Him,

How do we live with Him? If we are to live with Him, what are we
to do? If we are to have the experience of life with Christ, we
must have the experience of death with Him. TIf we want that ex—
perience because we love Christ, we choose to die with Him. And
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heaven begins here, Eternal life begins here. Heaven doesn't be-
gin just in the hereafter., It is a ceaseless approaching unto
God through Jesus Christ,.

The apostle Paul gives the secret of the Christian experience:

"But God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord
Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto
the world, . . . From henceforth let no man trouble me: for I bear
in my body the marks of the Lord Jesus." Galatians 6:14, 17,

"For we which live are always delivered unto death for Jesus' sake
that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our mortal
flesh," 2 Corinthians 4:11,

We are always delivered unto death. "I die daily," says the apos-—
tle Paul. For what purpose? "That the life also of Jesus might
be made manifest in our mortal flesh." "I bear in my body the
marks of the Lord Jesus."

If we die with Christ, we shall live with Him, That can be our
testimony this day and every day. "I bear in my body the marks
of the Lord Jesus." In other words, our life is gone., We have
let it go. We don't want to live for ourselves any more. "For
me to live is Christ.," May this be our experience day by day.
If we die with Him, we shall also live with Him,
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Justification by Faith...
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We have been studying the great theme of justification by faith
from the book of Romans. Perhaps it would be well to briefly re~
view the ground that we have covered in the past two studies be-
fore we proceed into the eighth chapter.

In Romans 1 we read of the sinfulness of the Gentile world, of

the condition of those who do not acknowledge God and the corrup-
tion inte which they have fallen. When we come to chapter 2, we
find that God is no respecter of persons., He judges every man
according to his works. "Not the hearers of the law are just be-
fore God," not those who have only a knowledge of the truth, They
are not justified, "but the doers of the law shall be justified.®

When we came to Romans 3 we found that by the deeds of the law
should no flesh be justified, because there is no one who can keep
‘the law of God because by nature our hearts are evil, We are all
by nature the children of wrath and of ourselves we -are without
God and without hope in the world. But as we proceeded into Rom-
ans 4 and 5, we found an uplifted Saviour, the sacrifice for the
sins of the whole world. "While we were yet sinners, Christ died
for us."

The great question is, "How can a man be just before God.™ We
found that justification by faith was a free gift of God, bestowed
upon unworthy sinners. We can come to Jesus, believing in His
Word, accepting the promise, "Him that cometh to Me T will in no
wise cast out," John 6:37, The apostle says, "Therefore we con~
clude that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the
law." Romans 3:28, "But to him that worketh not, but believeth
on Him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for right-
eousness," Romans 4:5,

When we came to Romans 6 and 7 we found that justification by faith
is more than pardon for sins. It is deliverance from sin. We

come to Jesus. We lay down our lives. We give Him all our sins.
We give ourselves to Him, We take His new life. The old life is
laid at the foot of the cross, and we are delivered from it by the
body of Christ. Justification by faith is deliverance, The true
faith will deliver us from the tyranny of our old npature, that

we might rise to walk in newness of life, This means that faith

is not a drug, as it were, that puts us to sleep. It is not an
opiate; it is a stimulant,
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We might illustrate it this way. The servant of the Lord says
that "Drugs never cure. They only change the form and location

of the disease." Now, here is a man that has a beil on his leg,
and has something else on his face. Sores are breaking out all
over him, He goes and gets an injection and lo and behold, the
boil on his leg disappears, and the other evidences of his sick-
ness as well, He thinks he is cured but in reality he isn't. Un~
less the basic malady has been healed, he is not cured at all, It
has only changed the form and location of the disease. Maybe he
has something worse,

Now we apply this same principle in a spiritual sense, because it
does apply. The Spirit of Prophecy tells us that. Here is a man
who is a sinner., This is evident by his outward life. He receives
the doctrine of the Lord Jesus Christ, puts away certain things,
and they disappear from his life, But somehow the old basic sin
problem still remains, He is really not a changed man at all. His
selfishness and the evil of his heart before manifested itself in
drinking, smoking, and swearing, but now his selfishness manifests
itself in perhaps even worse things~—strife for supremacy in the
church of God, coveteousness, jealousy, evil surmising, and other
faults. So you see the faith which that man has accepted is not
the real faith of Jesus. It hasn't cured the disease. It has on-
1y changed the form and location. And maybe, as Jesus said, his
last state is worse than the first, As the Scripture says, it is
possible to compass land and sea to make one proselyte and when we
have found him we make him ten fold more the child of hell than he
was before, Those are the words of Jesus,

But the true faith of Jesus which justifies a man, friends, not
only frees him from the guilt of sin, but it takes away the old
life and gives him a new one, It lays the axe at the root of the
tree. It delivers from that old man, from that old nature, This
is being crucified with Christ that we might be married to Him and
thus lay hold of a new life, :

No Condemnation In Christ

With this background, we come to Romans 8:1: "There is therefore
now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not
after the flesh, but after the Spirit." There is no condemnation
to them which are in Christ Jesus. Why? First of all, let us
look at Remans 7:1: "Know ye not, brethren, (for I speak to them
that know the law,) how that the law hath dominion over a man as
long as he liveth?" The law condemns a man as long as he is alive,
because he is a sinner, dJust so the law of the land condemns a
murderer. He is under the penalty, and as long as he lives, that
law has dominion over him, for the statute book says a murderer
should be put to death. But we take that penalty in Christ, We
choose to die in Him,

Secondly, there is no condemnation in the Lord Jesus Christ, be—
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cause we are united to Him, or as Romans 7 represents us, married
to the Lord Jesus Christ, We are one with Him. He is our life,
We unite our weakness with His strength, our wills with His will,
we choose to live His life. We become one flesh, one spirit,
with the Lord Jesus Christ., The law of God can no more condemn
us than it condemns the Lord because if one could condemn any-
body who has united his life with Christ, he would have to con-
demn Christ Himself. He identifies His life with the life of His
disciple who abides in Him,

"For what the law of the Spirit of 1ife in Christ Jesus hath made
me free from the law of sin and death." Romans 8:2., How does
freedom come? "The law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus."
Let us think about that term for a moment, In Romans 7 we saw

the picture of a man who was struggling with all his might, en-
deavoring to keep the law of God, and it was a life of constant
defeat, because his eyes were upon himself and upon the enemy,
rather than upon the Lord Jesus Christ, There he is under contin-
ual condemnation, in bondage, until he cries out, "0 wretched man
that 1 am, who shall deliver me from this body of death?" He
finds deliverance in his Lord and Saviour when he becomes so tired
of his sinful life that he is willing to die in order that he
might be free, ‘

He yields his life and at the point of death he steps into the
life of Christ. He finds Jesus. He flees from the law of God
which condemns him, to the Lord Jesus Christ, and when he receives
Christ, what does he find? He finds in Jesus, in the life of
Christ, the law of God., Didn't Jesus keep the commandments? Yes,
He was the law personified. He said, "I have kept My Father's
commandments." He was a living representation of what it means
to keep the law of God.

Keeping the Commandments of God

The great question of Romans is not, "Should the law of God be
kept?* That is not the argument at all., It is rather, "How shall
the law of God be kept?" This is only possible by laying hold

of the life of Christ, the law of the Spirit of 1ife in Christ
Jesus, because when we put on the life of Christ, we put on the
law of God. That is the only way to keep the commandments of

God, The Jewish people were great sticklers for the law of God.

We read their experienmce in Romans 9 as compared with the Gentiles,

"What shall we say then? That the Gentiles, which followed not
after righteousness, have attained to righteousness, even the
righteousness which is of faith. But Israel, which followed after
the law of righteousness, hath not attained to the law of right-
eousness, Wherefore? Because they sought it not by faith, but

as it were by the works of the law. For they stumbled at that
stumblingstone," Romans 9:30-32,
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Here indeed is a strange thing. The Jews were following after the
law of righteousness. Indeed, they were running after the law

of righteousness. They wanted righteousness, and they had a great
zeal for righteousness, to keep the law of God. Men like Saul

of Tarsus bent every endeavor that they might attain to it., But
did they? No, they never did. And here were the Gentiles who
were not running after the law of righteousness like the Jews
were, and they attained to it. They found it. Why? Because
they found Jesus, and the Jews never did.

"Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is,
that they might be saved. For I bear them record that they have
a zeal of God, but not according to knowledge. For they being
ignorant of God's righteousness, and going about to establish
their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the
righteousness of God." Romans 10:1-3,

"Being ignorant of God's righteousness." They didn't have the
right conception of the holiness of the law of God. If they
could only see themselves as they really were, and the tremendous,
infinite standard which the law of God demands, they would have
despaired of ever attaining unto it, but they had such a human
conception of God's righteousness——they had such a low estimate
of it-—that they thought they could attain to it, and they didn't
submit themselves to the righteousness of God,

"For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to every one
that believeth," Romans 10:4,

We found in Romans 2 that the doers of the law shall be justified.
Deeds are important, The doing of the law is important, because
the Scripture says, "Blessed are they that do His commandments,
that they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in
through the gates into the city." Revelation 22:14, We find that
no man can do the commandments, and the question is asked, "How
can a man be just before God?" "For Christ is the end of the law
for righteousness to every one that believeth." The secret ig
finding the Lord Jesus. To have righteousness, we do not go to
the tables of stome. We do not expect to gain righteousness by
our obedience to them,

In ancient Israel God spoke His law on Sinai, The mount was
fenced so that if even so much as a beast should touch it, he was
to be put to death, signifying that any man who would touch the
law of God would get nothing from it but condemnation. But we
find righteousness by going to Christ that we might be justified
by faith, But then when we find Christ, what do we discover? He
is the Lawgiver, and the righteousness which He has, His life, is
. the very righteousness of that law. And so, when we find Christ,
we find the righteousness of the law, In Him there is no condem—
nation. The law and the prophets witness to the life of Jesus

-9 6~

which is in the heart of the believer, and say, "Yes, that is gen-
uine righteousness,"™ And the believer is under ne condemnation,
So we see that the secret is in finding Christ. Then the question
comes, "How shall we find Him?"

"But the righteousness which is of faith speaketh on this wise,

Say not in thine heart, Who shall ascend into heaven? (that is,

to bring Christ down from above:) Or, Who shall descend into the

deep? (that is, to bring up Christ again from the dead.)™
Romans 10:6, 7,

We must have Christ right now. We must find Him because He is

the end of the law for righteousness, The Spirit of the life in
Jesus will make us free from the power of sin and death., But how
shall T find Him? "Say net in thine heart, Who shall ascend into
heaven" to bring Him down that I might find Him? Say not in thine
heart, "Who shall descend into the deep™ to bring Him up from the
dead. Jesus is not now in Joseph's tomb, He is a risen Saviour.

"But what saith it? The Word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and
in thy heart: that is, the Word of faith, which we preach,"
Romans 10:8.

Paul said that He is "not far from every one of us.® Acts 17:27.
So, "Say not in thine heart, Who shall ascend into heaven? . . .
Or, Who shall descend into the deep?" He is indeed very near to
us.

In the Laodicean Message the True Witness says, "Behold, I stand
at the door, and kmnock." We are "wretched, and miserable, and
poor, and blind, and naked" and all our efforts to keep the law
of God are vain and useless. But Jesus says, "Behold, I stand at
the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door,
I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with Me,"
Revelation 3:20, The choice is with us, We must get the rubbish
away from the door and open it. Then He says, "I will come in teo
him, and will sup with him, and he with Me." There is fellowship
with Christ, the oneness, the unity of the life, represented in
Romans 7 as being married to the new man, even with Him Who was
raised from the dead, Then there is no condemnation., The law

of God is now in the heart because Christ is in the heart, 1In
putting on Christ we put on the law of God. We put on obedience,

The Purpose of the Incarnation of Christ

"For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the
flesh, God sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh,
and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh: that the righteousness of
the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh,
but after the Spirit." Romans 8:3, 4,

Here is the heart of the gospel, the purpose of the incarnation
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of the Lord Jesus Christ. Why did He become flesh? Why did He
take our nature upon Him? To condemn sin in the flesh. Yes, He
united our fallen nature with His divine nature, and He lived a
life of perfect obedience to the commandments of God. He devel-
oped a perfect character. What did He do this for? Did He do

it for Himself? No, Jesus had a perfect character before He came
to this earth, He did not need to develop righteousness for Him-
self, but He developed it for us,

Romans 5:10 says, "We shall be saved by His life."™ We are saved
if we have His life. Christ condemned sin in the flesh, He took
our nature and He lived a perfect life in keeping the command-
ments of God. What was the purpese of this? Notice Romans 8:4:
"That the righteousness of the law might he fulfilled in us, who
walk not after the flesh but after the Spirit." What is the pur-
pose of the incarnation of Jesus? Just to obey for us? Because
Jesus was obedient and we are saved by His life does that mean it
doesn't matter what we do? No, His obedience must become our
obedience,

"Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises:
that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having
escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust."

2 Peter 1:4,

This is how the righteousness of the law is fulfilled in us. It
is an exceeding great and precious promise, as we become partak—
ers of the divine nature, even the 1ife of Christ,

"Having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust."
In other words, having escaped the corruption which is in the
world through lust, we then become a partaker of the divine na-
ture, and not the other way around. How do we escape the corrup-
tion that is in the world through lust? All that can ever keep

a man out of the kingdom of God is found in his own heart., We do
not escape the corruption which is in the world through lust by
getting out of one environment and moving into another place.

That won't better our position.

The Third Angel's Message In Verity

We escape the corruption that is in the world through lust by be~
ing delivered by the body of Christ, by dying with the Lord, by
beling delivered from the evil of our own nature, or heart. And
then we become a partaker of the divine nature, and we put on
Christ, "that the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in
us," Justification by faith is partaking of a new life, even the
life of Christ. It is manifested in obedience to all the command-
ments of God. It is the third angel's message in verity.

Notice the similarity here with the third angel's message. "That
the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk
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not after the flesh, but after the Spirit."™ What is the very heart
of Revelation 14? It is verse 12: "Here is the patience of the
saints: here are they that keep the commendments of God, and the
faith of Jesus.®

What sort of a justification by faith do we believe in? What sort
of faith do we have? Tet us review the whole field of these first
8 chapters of the book of Romans, to see what constitutes justif-
ication by faith, In Chapters 3-5 we find that it is delivering
a man from his sins, the free gift of God's grace bestowed upon
him, as he comes just as he is, an ungodly sinmer, to accept the
gift. And yet, justification by faith is more than that. Tt is
deliverance from the evil nature which frees the sinner from the
bondage of the flesh, We come to Romans 8 and we find that just-
ification by faith means in reality a new life in the soul. The
believer has become a partaker of the divine nature, He has es-
caped the corruption which is in the world through lust. It is

- the experience which is made manifest in obedience to all the

commandments of God. That is why the servant of the Lord tells
us that justification by faith is "the third angel's message in
verity." I would like to read just a few lines from Testimonies
To Ministers, pp. 91, 92, which speak of this message:

"The Lord in His great mercy sent a most precious message to His
people through Elders Waggoner and Jones, This message was to
bring more prominently before the world the uplifted Saviour, the
sacrifice for the sins of the whole world, It presented justifica—
tion through faith in the Surety; it invited the people to re-
ceive the righteousness of Christ, which is made manifest in
obedience to all the commandments of God. . . This is the mes-—
sage that God commanded to be given to the world. It is the third
angel's message, which is to be proclaimed with a loud voice, and
attended with the outpouring of His Spirit in a large measure."

This is the message which God wants us to take to the whole world,
that the earth might be lightened with His glory. This message
is the knowledge of the great gift of the Lord Jesus Christ, the
gift of God in Christ, the wonder of His salvation and what it
means to be justified by faith., The Advent people, of course,

are the only people that can take this message to the world.

There is no other Protestant body that can take it to the world
in its fulness, They can only have a partial glimpse of it, Why?
It is because they don't have the commandments of God. The true
message of justification by faith must be made manifest in obed—
ience to all the commandments of God. What other people can take
it to the whole world, but the Advent church?

We can not take this message to the world unless we have Christ
as a living, vital experience, that we might have that obedience,
not as a profession, not as a theory, but that it might be made
manifest in our own experience as it was in the experience of
dJesus. That is the justification by faith that God is offering
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to us as a people. He offers us the faith of Jesus., We are just-
ified by faith, and the faith by which we are justified, my friends,
is the faith of Jesus. What sort of faith is this? Is it a weak,
sickly, do-nothing belief in a temet or doctrine? 1Is that the
faith which Jesus had?

When we see the faith which Jesus had, we shall see the faith that
Jesus wants to give to us, that we might exercise it, and so approp-
riate the gift of His righteousness. The faith of Jesus was a
living, active faith. - It was a faith which works,

Let me read a few statements from the servant of the Lord,concern—
ing true faith,

"Genuine faith works by love, and purifies the soul. There is a
faith that has power to cleanse the life from sin, . . . That
faith, and that alone, which cleanses the soul temple, is the gen-
uine faith." Signs of the Times, February 17, 1890,

"What is faith? It is simply taking God at His Word; it is be-
lieving that God will do just as He has promised. . A person
will manifest all the faith he has. If he believes that we are
really living in the last days, he will devote his time and talents
to the service of God." Signs of the Times, September 9, 1889.

"Faith claims God's promises, and brings forth fruit in obedience.
. +» « It is not faith that claims the favor of Heaven without com-
plying with the conditions on which mercy is to be granted. Gen-
uine faith has its foundation in the promises and provisions of
the Seriptures," Gospel Workers, p. 260.

This is the faith of Jesus., It is a faith that works, and a faith
which does not work is not faith at all, but it is Satan's counter-
feit. Jesus offers us His faith., Martin Luther said of faith,

"0, it is a living, busy, active, mighty thing, this faith."™ This
is the faith we need, the faith which will work by love and pur-
ify the soul.

We are told in Romans 12:3 that we are "to think soberly, accord-
ing as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith."™ What

has God done? He has dealt to every man a measure of faith. This
is the gift of God, He has dealt to every man a measure of it.

We all have a knowledge, at least some knowledge of the Word of
God, and faith "cometh by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God."
God hath dealt to us a measure of faith, Now it is ours to exer-
cise,

But we say, "Well, maybe this faith won't work if I step out on
it.® It will work, We know it will work, because the Lord Jesus
Christ has proven that it will. The faith which He gives to us,
friends, is a tried and proven faith., It will work, But we say
that our faith is small. It is, but what did Jesus say about
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faith? "If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say
unto this mountain, Remove hence to yonder place; and it shall
remove; and nothing shall be impossible unto you.® Matthew 17:20.
By that faith we are justified. It will bring to us newness of
life, and will work in us the keeping of all the commandments of
God,

True Sanctification

Someone says, "Well, what about sanctification? Where does that
come in?" Sometimes as this question is asked, I think of the
comment my brother John made one time, He heard a person asking
this question., Afterward, he said to me, “You know, I think he
really meant, 'Where do I come into this'?" Sanctification is
the experience of justification by faith in the daily life., It
is received, appropriated, and maintained day by day. It is day
by day going on from grace to grace.

We read in the Spirit of Prophecy that sanctification is the work
of a lifetime, T sometimes think that we mis-read those oft~
repeated statements, We say that sanctification is the work of

a life time, and thus think it is the work of a long time, So we
think we have a long time to go, and that we can take our time,
But that is not the meaning of the statement. It may be that our
lifetime is only a few more hours, Who knows? Sanctification

is the work of that time which God has given us, that we must
hold on to Christ as long as life shall last. And while we hold
on to Him in this experience of justification by faith, He will
work in us to will and to do of His good pleasure., That is sanc-
tification,

It may be that our life will last another two or three years, and
maybe Jesus will come sooner than we expect, So sanctification
is the work of a lifetime. In other words, we must maintain this
experience and there is no stopping place, But, day by day we
are to come to Jesus, realizing our unworthiness. We are to cast
ourselves at His feet. We are to take the gift of His justifica—
tion, His free grace, to be delivered day by day from that old
nature, because this is a daily experience. Paul says, "I die
daily." Day by day we are to put on this new life. Day by day
we are to partake of that divine nature, and be new creatures in
the Lord Jesus Christ. This is sanctification,

So, you see, there is not so much difference betweensnctification
and justification after all, It is not surprising even in some
places in the Scriptures, that the two words are used more or

less interchangeably, Notice one instance in 1 Corinthians

6:10, 11:

"Nor thieves, nor coveteous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor ex-—
tortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God. And such were some
of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are just--
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ified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God."

Notice the word "“sanctified." "But ye are sanctified, but ye are
justified in the name of the Lord Jesus." This is the experience
of justification by faith, day by day, of vietory in the life,

Justification by faith is obtaining the victory, and that is why
we must not confuse sanctification as the work of a lifetime with
sanctification as the work of a long time. We have sins in our
lives that are overcoming us, and we say, "Well, sanctification

is the work of a lifetime, and I can't be expected to get the vic-
tory over my sins, so we must take our time, as it were, because
it is a process, you know."

That is often the way we reason, isn't it? Well, the devil likes
to have us reason thus, What would you think of a man who wanted
to come into the church but he was a very heavy smoker, or per—
haps a very heavy drinker. Suppose he says, "Well, sanctification
is the work of a lifetime. 1I'll cut down on my smoking. I'll
take so many smokes a day until a certain time., Then I'll smoke
less for a few months, and thus I will smoke less, and less, and
less, and gradually, maybe after four or five years, I'll stop
smoking," Do you think he should come into the church? You say,
"No." You would tell him that the Lord Jesus Christ can give him
power to stop smoking, If Jesus can give the victory over such
things as smoking, won't He do it with these little sins? Won't
He do it with that "sin which doth so easily beset us?"

So, victory, friends, doesn't start in the first apartment of the
sanctuary, or in the most holy place, or anywhere else. It be~
gins at this altar of burnt offering in the outer court. This is
the beginning, That is where we pass from death unto life. That
is where there is no condemnation. There must be a right begin-
ning, or there is no progress, and this, I think, is the problem
of our experience, There has been no true beginning. Sometimes
we don't like to admit that, especially if we have been baptized
and are members of the church in good and regular standing., We
like to think that we were genuinely justified, and that all we -
need is something else to add to that in order to have victory in
the life,

What we need is a genuine experience of repentance and surrender,
and being broken at the foot of the cross, that there might be
victory in the life. Sanctification is victory continued. As
the Lord reveals more and more of Himself, and more and more of
ourselves, we let ourselves go, and we take Christ into the life,
and we hold on to Him by faith. Thus we go from victory to vie-
tory, This is the privilege of everyome who is a son of Ged.
This is the right, the divine right of everyone of us, as the
Scripture says, "Justification has passed upon all men."

We can take the gift. Why don't we, my dear friends? It is offer-
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ed to‘us. Take that life, and let the old life go. Lay hold of
the life of Christ. That is our birthright through Him, We ought
to have it,

Joint-Heirs With Him

"For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of
God. For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear;
but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba ’
Father. The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit ,that ’
we are the children of God: and if children, then heirs; h;irs of
God, and joint-heirs with Christ." Romans 8:14-17,

"Heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ." How much does God
own? What is the domain of our heavenly Father? The whole uni-
verse. Then we are heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, . What
are joint heirs? Equal partners., We are equal partners with
Christ, joint heirs with Him. In Hebrews 1:2 it says that the
Fatherhhas agpointed Jesus to be heir of all things, Then if He

is an heir of all things, then what are we bein -
justified by faith? Heirs of all things, € sons and danghters

"He that overcometh shall inherit all things," Revelation 21:7,-

In the message to Laodicea God says, "To him that overcometh will

I grant to sit with Me in My throme." Revelation 3:21, To sit
down with Jesus, to share with Him the throne of the universe, is
the reward of the overcomer. That is where He is inviting us,poor
miserable Laodiceans., We have nothing good in us. Yet, the Lord ’
says, '"Behold, I stand at the door and knock." And we say, "What
are you offering, Lord? We are pretty well off. We don't need
anything," And the Lord says, "I am offering you justification by
faith." It says in Titus 3 that one who is justified by faith is
an heir to eternal life., Jesus says, "I am offering you this ex~
perience that you might be an overcomer. You can't overcome, You
can't defeat Satan. You can't conquer sin, But take this life

and it will conquer sin, Take this faith., It will gain the vi;—
tory. I want you to have this experience, and bhe an overcomer just
as I was an overcomer. I want you to share the Jjoy of overcoming
sin, that you might have fellowship with Me., And then you will
come and sit down with Me on My throme, I am an heir of all things
and I want to share this universe with you, and you will be rulers ’
of the whole universe with Me, "

It makes no difference if we are poor in this world's goods. We
may not own a thing, but what does it matter? We are heirs of all
things in the Lord Jesus Christ, I read in Early Writings that the
gervant of the Lord speaks of vain amusements and how we should
cast them away, and she says, "Let us fix our gaze upon our heaven-
ly treasure." She also says, "Let this be our amusement, "

Fellowship in His Sufferings

"If so be that we suffer with Him, that we may be also glorified
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together."® Romans 8:17. You see, it is not only our privilege to
~live with Christ day by day, but as we live with Him it is our
privilege to suffer with Him,

"For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not
worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in

us." Romans 8:18.

I think of the experience of Moses. He knew something of suffer-
ing for the Lord Jesus, or rather, should I say, suffering with
Him, He was an heir to the throne of Egypt. Quite a position,
wasn't it? Egypt was the great empire of the world at that time,
But Moses chose to abdicate, to refuse the throne, and to throw

in his lot with the despised race of slaves,——chose to suffer
affliction with the people of God, rather than to enjoy the pleas-
ures of sin for a reason,

Things didn't go too smoothly for Moses. He had to flee to the
wilderness (a waste place of the earth), for forty years. Then
the Lord called him to lead the children of Israel out of Egypt
to the land of Canaan, The life of Moses was a life of hardship
and suffering. He had to put up with the murmuring of the child-
ren of Israel, which tried him so much that he failed, and God
said, "You can't go inte the land of Canaan."

Just as the children of Israel were coming up to the borders of
the promised land, God said to Moses, "Come up to the mount, for
thou shalt die." Moses was obedient to God. He bade farewell

to the children of Israel, They wept bitterly because they real-
ized that they were largely responsible for their beloved leader
being separated from them. Many a sad farewell was said, and
Moses went alone up the mount. The Spirit of Prophecy has given
us a beautiful deseription of that scene in Patriarchs and Prophets..
Moses, there on the mountain reflected over his past life, a life
of hardship. He thought back to the time when he stepped down
from the throne of Egypt, turned his back on the pleasures of
Egypt and the pleasures of sim, to throw in his let with the des-
pised race of slaves, He thought of his life of hardship and
t0il and suffering, and be wondered, "Was it worth it?"

As he thought about it and as he looked over there to the promised
land, the land from which he was excluded, the Lord gave him a
vision. The Spirit of Prophecy describes that vision. It told
the whole history of the children of Israel, their continual back-
sliding, and the patience of God with them. He followed them
down through their history, through the Babylonish captivity,
until he heard the voice in heaven saying, "Lo, I come, In the
volume of the book it is written of Me." And Moses actually saw
Jesus in vision coming down from the throne of the universe to
cast in His lot with His people down in this darkened world of

sin,
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girist was the anti~type of Moses. Moses saw the life of Jesus
thztgioélf; oihsufferi:g, self-denial, and complete dedication éo
of others, was a life wholly consecrated in i
: ble
Eg E:ZeigléQW'meg. Moses marvelled as he saw the life of Chjizzg
i is patience, His suffering, "He came unto Hi "
His own received Him not." John 1:11, He saw Hi;nbzafzi ;zg’ and

despised by the angry mob. H .
out, "It is finished?n e saw Him on Calvary, as He cried

Tgen he saw Jesus, a mighty conquerer, ascend into heaven, The
chorus of a?gels sang, "Open the gates, that the King of gl
m%gyt come in." Do you know what Moses thought as he sawgtﬁzz
vision? The most thrilling thing in that vision, I think, wa
that Moses saw himself as being the one who woulé open thé :
and let Christ in. That was to be his privilege, ? sates

zzesoﬁfgei S?V ?nhvésion the work down the stream of time until

€ Tinished and the earth would be ligh i

of God. He saw all the earth Cts B iih the ey
; restored to it 1 i

was made possible by the sacrifice of Chri:ts Fenic beauty. This

Th?n the v?sion faded from Moses' mind and he saw this old earth
b}lghted with the curse of sin, But now, how much different we
his thoughts. He was satisfied. There was one thing for whichre
Hb_was glad. The Spirit of Prophecy says that he was glad, he
JOIEed, that he could have a part in the sufferings of Chr{st e
In fact, he then knew that if he had no part in the fellowshi. £
the sufferings of Christ, he would not want to enter the kin g ;
of beaven. Heaven would not be a place for him, He would nfto
des1re.to be there. And the Spirit of Prophecy brings out that
none.w1%1 be there who have not, like Moses, chosen to suffe
affliction with the people of God. ’ )

Words of Encouragement

“ﬁikewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not
] 2t we syould pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh
En ercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered. And
sﬁit?:t ;earchetﬁ the hearts knoweth what is the mind of the

rit, because He maketh intercession for th i i
to the will of God." Romans 8:26, 27, or the saints according

This is the gift of the Spirit te those who are justified by faith

Yh? are sons of God., VWhen we come to our heavenly Father, real- ’
izing tht we need something but don't know exactly what ;t is

the Sp}rlt makes intercession for us with a fervency that will’not

geddenled. He knows what our needs are and He knows the will of
0d.

"And we know that all things work together for good to them that
love God, to them who are the called according to His purpose,"
Romans 8:28,
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"A11 things work together for good to them that love God."™ It is
our privilege to be sons of God. Did you ever hear of a person
_complaining when he had a good time? ©f course not. No one would
complain of this. But the child of God who is justified by faith
.bas a good time all the time, because all things work together

for his good. Perhaps a great trial comes along, a tribulation,
or maybe Satan brings a great temptation, or brings something
terrible against us. But God, Who is infinite in wisdom and power,
can turn that around and work it for our good, so that it becomes
a blessing. So everything works for our good. Everything! It
says in the Spirit of Prophecy that the life of the Christian is

a series of uninterrupted victories, not seen to be such here, but
known to be such in the great hereafter,

“yhat shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who
can be against us? He that spared not His own Son, but delivered
Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us
all things? Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect?
It is God that justifieth. Who is he that condemneth? It ise
Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, Who is even at
the right hand of God, Who also maketh intercession for us."
Romans 8:31-34,

Who is he that can condemn? Tt is God that justifies, When the
God of the universe justifies a man, what more does he want? No
man can condemn one who is justified, or rightly bring a charge
against one who is justified by faith, "If God be for us, who
can be against us?" And think of what a serious thing it is to
bring a charge against anybody whom God has justified, Here is
‘a man who has come to Jesus, He has accepted Him as his personal
Saviour. He has laid held of Him by faith. And the Father re—
joices over him, and says, "He is My son., I justify him because
he is a believer in Jesus." And we come along and bring a charge
againgt him, What are we doing? We are calling God a liar,

"Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation,
or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril,

or sword? As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the
day long; we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter, Nay, in
all these things we are more than conquerors through Him that
loved us, For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor
angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor
things to come, Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature,
shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in
Christ Jesus our Lord."™ Remans 8:35-39,

This is what Jesus said. ™No one shall pluck them out of My hand."
There is no one but himself that can take the child of God out of
the hand of Jesus. We are the only ones that can take ourselves

out of His hands. But can't we trust to the hands that were nailed
to the cross for our redemption? There is no condemnation to them
that are in Christ Jesus. We see that in Jesus there is ne charge.
We see that in Him there is no accusation. We see that in Him there
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is no separation. There is nothing past, present, or future that
can separate the child who surrenders himself into the hands of
his blessed Lord,

Our Greatest Need Today

The greatest need of us today, whe live in the presence of the
Judgment when our lives are to come up in that grand review, is
Fhat we might understand and that we might appropriate the ;xper—
ience which is set before us. This is the faith of which we are
invited to partake. We live in the great day of atomement, when

we are to be gathered around the sanctuary, laying hold of,this
experience, continuing in this experience, from victory to victory
day by day. We found that the latter rain will only come upon tho;e
who have personal victory in their lives over every known sin, and
who are purifying their hearts hy obedience to the truth, We’have
arrived at the time in earth's history when our names are to come
up in the judgment. On this great day of atonement we are to be
gathered by faith around the sanctuary, laying hold of, and approp-
riating this tremendous experience that is offered to &s now,

Come with me to Hebrews 10:10: "By the which will we are sancti-
fied through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all."
Accepting Jesus, we are sanctified. Sanctification means to be |
hid in the Lord Jesus and to abide in Him day by day. It means

that we maintain this experience of Justification this day and
every day, That is the experience we must have for the great day

of atonement., Hebrews 10 is speaking particularly of this time,

Now notice verse 14: "For by one offering He hath perfected for
ever them that are sanctified.® Who does the Lord perfect for-
ever? "Them that are sanctified." Those who are sanctified in
the Lord Jesus Christ, who have separated their souls from sin
who are sending their sins into the sanctuary, who are seeking’
Phe Lord with penitence and humility and who are falling in pen~-
itence at the foot of the cross will be perfected for eternity

0f course this is written in the past perfect tense, as if it ﬁas
already been accomplished. It is often written tha% way in the
Scriptures, because God can call the things that are not as though
they were. ¢

The work of perfection forever is the work which takes place in
the most holy place of the heavenly sanctuary, when Jesus stands
up and blots out the sins of His people, gives them the latter
rain, and thus they are prepared for translation,

"The spotless robe of Christ's righteousness is place

tried, tempted, yet faithful chilgren of God. Tgi degpggzg :2;~
nant are clothed in glorious apparel, nevermore to bhe defiled by
the corruptions of the world, Their names are retained in the
Lamb's book of life, enrolled among the faithful of all ages

« + » Now they are eternally secure from the tempter's devicés.
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. . . . While Satan was urging his accusations and seeking to

destroy this company, holy angels, unseen, were passing to and

fro, placing upon them the seal of the living God."
Testimonies, vol. 5, p. 475.

"For by one offering He hath perfected for ever them that are
sanctified."

The latter rain falls on those who are sanctified, those who are
justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, those who have entered
into this experience and who are around the sanctuary, laying hol
of the TLord Jesus Christ. The latter rain falls upon God's peopl
blots out their sins forever, restores all their spiritual powers
and seals this experience in their lives forever, It gives them
the experience of Romans 8 in its fulness, that God's people then
might have that experience sealed in them, That is the purpose
of the latter rain,

That is what Jesus ig waiting to bestow upon us. He is waiting
to perfect His people forever, because we have to stand without
a mediator through the time of trouble before Jesus comes. We
must have the seal of eternal security placed upon us by the powe
of the Holy Spirit. Jesus is waiting to pour out the Spirit upor
His people. His is waiting for us to have the true experience

of justification by faith,

0, that we might get a true picture of what this mighty message
is, the message that came in 1888, and which God wants us to
appropriate at this hour of earth's history, because it is the
message that is to prepare us for the reception of the latter rai
He gives the perfecting latter rain to those who have entered in-
to the experience of which the apostle is speaking here in Romans
8, that under the power of the Spirit, God's people might go fort
to preach in all their heavenly beauty and all their glory, the
wondrous charms of Christ and His matchless grace,

This is the message that God wants us to lay hold of, that He ca:
entrust us with the latter rain, which will perfect that exper-
ience in us, seal it in us for eternity, and thus prepare us for
translation, The Lord is going to give His Spirit without meas-
ure in a time of terrible trial and perplexity in this earth's
history, when there will be a great counterfeit revival going
forward. Voices here and there will be proclaiming "This ia
Christ. We have the message of truth."

Poor, struggling souls are looking for the true message of salva-
tion, struggling for light and freedom from the maze of error,
God wants a people who will have the true message of justifica-=
tion by faith, When they lay hold of that message, He will give
them the latter rain and endorse them, that every honest soul
in the world might see that "Here is the patience of the saints:
. here are they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith
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of Jesus,™ This is the message that must lighten the whole earth

with its’ glory, that the work might be finished, that we might

go home with Jesus. The Lord gives the call at this hour of
earth's history, "All things are ready. Come to the marriage,"
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